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A PG-

Children’s Music
Workshop's
TeenStock troupe to
present ‘Spamalot’

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON HARBOR —
‘When you're cast in a medi-

eval period musical that’s BSf

filled with flying cows, killer
rabbits and high-kicking
Las Vegas showgirls, a little
bit of research is definitely
in order.

All these images are part
and parcel of “Monty Py-
thon & The Holy Grail”
(1975), an affectionate par-
ody of King Arthur’s quest
that also jump-started the
musical “Monty Python’s
Spamalot,” which the Chil-
dren’s Music Workshop's
TeenStock troupe will pres-
ent this weekend at Lake
Michigan College.

Max Daniel, 14, plays the
original film’s quintessential
“good guy,” Sir Lancelot.
He’s performed with CMW
since 2007 and hopes to
pursue an acting career pro-
fessionally. Like about half
the cast members, Daniel
was familiar with some of
the British comedy troupe’s
groundbreaking work — in
his case, “Monty Python
Flying’s Circus,” which ran
for 45 episodes on the BBC
network from 1969-74.

“When I was a little
younger, we loved to watch
the little animations be-
tween their sketches,” Max
says. “When I'm research-
ing a role, [ don’t get (inspi-
ration) from just one source
— I watch Broadway clips on
YouTube, or I study the ac-
tor, or how that actor por-
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foray into Monty
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The Knights of the Round Table perform a number during a rehearsal for the Children’s Music Workshop’s production of “Monty
Python’s Spamalot” at the Hanson Theatre at Lake Michigan College. The show runs this weekend.

trays Lancelot.”

When director Susan Ma-
theny started rehearsing
with her 26-member cast —
whose ages range from 13-
20 — she found herself hav-
ing to explain a few things,
since the all-male Python
members also played the fe-
male roles, too.

“My girls were like, ‘Tt’s
not a girls” show, this is all
boys,” and 1 said, ‘There’s
plenty of girl roles, there’s
plenty for you to do,”” Ma-
theny says.  “But now,
they’re like, “Oh, this is fun.’
There’s just so many bits —
and gags — there’s so much
more than the lead people
and what they do.”

The result, from Max’s
viewpoint, is a more nu-

anced characterization that
doesn't leave the laughs on
the cutting room floor.

“I do have to say, Lance-
lot has a very interesting
storyline,” Max  says.
“There’s some very in-depth
kind of characters that — as
you go along — you learn
more about them.”

Matheny also had todo a
little bit of homework as
she started preparing for the
show.

“There were a couple
points where I was review-
ing the script, and I said, ‘1
don’t know what that
means,” Matheny says,
laughing. “T do have a hand-
ful of few British friends,
and had technical advisers
on the literature — but 1

think this particular version
of the show has been Amer-
icanized enough for audi-
ences to understand it.”

“Spamalot” is taken from
the original screenplay by
Graham Chapman, John
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric
Idle, Terry Jones and Mi-
chael Palin — with books
and lyrics by Eric Idle, while
the music is by Idle and
John Du Prez.

“It’'s PG-13. It’s definitely
a little more mature content.
To get younger people ex-
posed to this show, they've
given us permission to make
a few short changes, if we
need to clean it up slightly,”
Matheny says. “They’re pre-
approved options, basical-
Iy.”

Matheny won't reveal
how the flying animals come
to life onstage, which she’s
also had to work out in a
different venue than her cast
members are used to see-
ing.

“You go from the luxury
of Lakeshore  (High
School’s) auditorium, which
is a huge space, all front fac-
ing,” Matheny says. “Then
you come into the Hanson
Theatre at LMC — it’s the-
ater in the three-quarter
round. It throws you off at
first: “Where do [ want to be
first? You have to just kind
of figure it out.”

However, the players have
grown with the space —
along with the crew, whose
members are the same age

ython

as their castmates.

“What happens is that all
these kids are getting anoth-
er stage to work on —a new
experience to try,” Mathemy
says. “Backstage, the crew is
all teenage. They've helped
move everything, they’ve
helped build everything.”

Besides Daniel, principal
roles are played by Joey Hu-
izar, Chad Roden, Nathan
Neidlinger, Conor Rockhill,
Patrick Hill and Julia Far-
rell Diefenbach. When all’s
said and done, though, it's
the punchlines that stick
longest in peoples’ memo-
ries, and Max is confident
that the show will deliver.

“Everybody can find the
comedy funny,” he says. “In
many cases, their humor is
not super clever. But there
are a lot of moments that
really go in depth — and they
find those moments, where
they can add something
that’s sophisticated and fun-
ny, while being simple
enough for the audience to
understand.”
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