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Renee
Williams
retires
from LMC
board

Former BH schools
superintendent served
21 years as frustee

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP
— After 21 years, Lake
Michigan College Board
Trustee Re-
nee Williams ¥
has retired /

————

from the
post.
Williams
has wit-
nessed a lot
of LMC’s
biggest mo- FEuFTIMS

ments since
she was ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy in
1993, LMC President Bob
Harrison said Tuesday.
“She’s been active in the
Alumni Association,”
Harrison said. “She’s was

See WILLIAMS, page A3
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WILLIAMS

b From page A1

part of the board when
they built the Bertrand
Crossing campus, the
South Haven campus,
the renovation project
(of the Napier Avenue
campus), and the start
of the student housing
project. She’s been
around for a lot of
things. She’s been a re-
ally good supporter of
the college through all
those years.”

The  college an-
nounced Williams® re-
tirement in a news re-
lease issued Tuesday.

Williams’s  decision
took effect with Tues-
day’s meeting at Ber-
trand Crossing, which
she couldn’t attend be-
cause she was on a fam-
ily trip, Harrison said.

“She didn’t identify a
reason. I think she’ just
ready to be done,” Har-
rison said. “She came
out of the K-12 (educa-
tional) system. She un-
derstands  education.
She was really valuable
in talking through some
of the program issues,
and things that we en-
counter on a periodic
basis, so she’ll be
missed.”

LMC Board Chair-
man David Maysick
voiced similar senti-
ments in his own pre-
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pared statement.

“We are grateful for Re-
nee’s more than two de-
cades of service on the
Lake Michigan College
Board of Trustees,” May-
sick said. “Her perspec-
tives as an educator, LMC
alumna, and lifelong resi-
dent of this community
have been important as we
have made decisions about
the direction of the col-
lege. We will miss her con-
tributions to the board.™

Following her original
appointment,  Williams
won election to a two-year
term in 1994, and three
subsequent six-year terms
in 1996, 2002 and 2008.
Her current term expires
in December, though she
remains on the college’s
Alumni Board.

During her tenure, Wil-
liams served as board sec-
retary from 1995 to 2000,

and 2011 to 2012, and also
as treasurer from 2009-
2010.

Harrison expects the
board to name Williams’s
replacement next month.
That person must run for
re-election in November
to win a full six-year term
in their own right, he
said.

Williams’s connection
with LMC goes well be-
yond her board service,
the college’s release not-
ed.

She graduated from
LMC in 1966, and went
on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree from Michigan State
University, as well as a
master's degree from
‘Western Michigan Uni-
versity.

During her time at Ben-
ton Harbor Area Schools,
where she also served as
superintendent, she pro-

moted a connection with
LMC through such pro-
grams as Upward Bound,
which aims to help stu-
dents focus on advancing
their education beyond
high school.

“Renee has been a part
of a transformative era in
the college’s history. Her
professional insights as
well as her deep passion
for what Lake Michigan
College means to the ad-
vancement of this region
have helped expand access
to higher education for all
area residents,” Harrison
said.

Williams co-chaired the
college’s 50th anniversary
celebration committee in
1996. LMC recognized
her professional accom-
plishments in 1997 with

the Clarence Beckwith
Distinguished Alumni
Award.
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