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Fast

track
careers

Area high schools
offering hands-on

technical education

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

“Vocational” classes are no lon-
ger just for students who aren’t
planning to go to college.

Today, students who take career
and technical education (CTE)
classes open up for themselves
choices, including going to col-
lege or starting a good-paying ca-
reer right out of high school, ac-
cording to Pam Dudley, CTE
director at Benton Harbor Area
Schools.

“We want all CTE kids to have
entry-level skills so they can get a
job right out of high school,” she
said.

Some students use those jobs to
put themselves through college,
she said.

Almost every high school in
Berrien County offers CTE cours-
es. If students want to take a CTE
course not offered in their school
district, they can travel to another
district that does offer the desired
course.

She said students are graduat-
ing from high school as certified
nursing assistants and licensed
cosmetologists. Others will enter
apprenticeship programs in agri-
science or construction.

Dudley said students in the Al-
lied Health CTE program at Ben-
ton Harbor High School can be-
come certified nursing assistants
(CNAs) at the end of the class by
taking a state exam.

“With a CNA certificate, they
can get a job for $12 to $15 an
hour to start with,” she said.

Some students work as CNAs
while attending college to receive
a nursing degree, she said. Other
students decide to stay as CNAs.

Kelli Parker, the registered
nurse in charge of the Allied
Health program, said even if her
students decide not to take the
CNA test, they can work as a
nurse’s aide at a hospital.

Parker said students from all
over northern Berrien County
can attend her program at Benton
Harbor High School.

See CTE, page A4
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Benton Harbor High School student Ariel Martin washes Mercades Foster's hair during a cosmetology class June 3. The class is
ppart of the school’s Career and Technical Education program.

CTE

She said the room at Ben-
ton Harbor High School

was remodeled in the sum-

mer of 2013 to be an actual
lab the students can work
in. Tt includes three manne-
quins.

= can actually do a
real-life  lab,  including
changing a bed while some-
one is in it.” she said.

The students also get
hands-on experience at Pine
Ridge Rehabilitation and
Mursing Center in Stevens-
ville, She said they work
alongside nurses and CNAs
for three cight-hour days
during her class so they un-
derstand what the job really
means.

The students are in her
class two hours during the
school day while taking
classes at their home high
schools the rest of the day.

The same is true of stu-
dents who take Cisco, a
class about computer net-
working, said Eric Jackson,
Cisco and digital media in-
SIruCtor.

He said students in his
class can take the exam for
their Certified Cisco Net-
work  Academy  certifica-
tion. They can use that cer-
tification to get entry-level
jobs either as their career or
while they attend college for
more advanced computer-

related degrees.
Opting in or out
Parker said it's important
that her students graduate
with a job skill, but it is also
; d

Students work on their manicure skills during a cosmetology
class in the Benton Harbor High Scheol Career and Technical
Education

|program.

Joseph. There, the students
participate  in  three-week
rotations in which they can
explore surgery, nursing,
dentistry and even veteri-

nary science.
She said the students take
biology and learn medical
terminology at the college
level.
Benton
Harbor High
School CTE
instructor of
media  and
communica-
tions  Hosea
Turner  said
he had a stu-
dent take his TURNER
class and dis-
cover he didn't like the 1ele-
wvigion broadeasting field.
“He ended up going into
the medical field,” he said.
He said the school built a
television studio in 2004,
To keep the students con-
nected with people who
work in the industry, he

F some
discover they don't like the
medical ficld before they
spend thousands of dollars
on college classes.

“At some colleges, (nurs-
ing) students gt
hands-on  (training) until
their junior year,” she said.

She said thats a lot o
time and money to spend in
college before students dis-
cover they don't like nurs-

i
n%i’lu: said students from
across Berrien County take
Professional Health Career
Academy at Lakeland Re-
gional Medical Center, St.

said the has an ad-
visory board with several
retired media people on it.
In May, he said, the
school completed construc-
tion of a working radio sta-
tion - WBHC-LP 96.5.
“We wanted to develop a
Tull-fledged TV and radio
program,” he said. “Its
been an ongoing dream.”

Busy place
Theres a lot happening
in the CTE program at
Benton  Harbor  High
School.
Elenor Gavin, CTE busi-
ness management instruc-

tor, said her students are
going to start their own on-
line clothing store this fall.
She said the students will
decide everything ~ from
the name of the business to
what items of clothing to
offer.

She said the school’s an-
nual Peace Day celebration
on the last day of school is
going to be the focal point
of the business.

CTE cosmetology  in-
structor Cathy Cohn said
that during 2014-15 her
students will start cutting,
styling and braiding hair
for money, She said it has
taken two years to build the
program up to this point.

“We hope to have the
program open and running
for the public by Christ-
mas,” she said.

Dudley said the cosme-
tology students will punch
in and punch out every day
just like professional cos-
metologists.

Doing the math

Dillon Barnes. CTE in-
structor  of  construction
trades at the high school,
said his students have got-
ten jobs in construction us-
ing the skills he taught
them. He said one of his
students went o college 1o
e an architect.

In the fall, he said he is

being  paired
with a geom-
etry teacher
to help bring

My kids L
have learned
there’s a lot
of math in
the construc-

| tion trades,” he said. “To

pour a concrete slab, you
need to know how many cu-
bic squares of concrete you
need.”

Barnes said he is in his
second year of teaching
comstruction trades but has
been a contractor for many
years. He said he hopes next
year to have his students
start rehabilitating houses.

Even if his students don’t
want 10 go into construce
tion @s a carcer, he said ev-
eryone can benefit from
knowing how to work in
construction.

“Ome day, you're going to
be a homeowner,” he said
he tells his students. “You
can learn to do some things
yourself or you can tell if a
contractor is taking advan-
tage of you. CTE and con-
struction trades can benefit
everyone.”

He said construction is
also a job people can fall
back on if their career
doesn’t work out,

Dudley said Benton Har-
bor High School will fur-
ther offer electronics, agri-
science  and  hospitality
programs in the fall.

Conlact; Mreged Theticom, 932-
061, Titter: @HPWrage
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