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ENTERTAINMENT
SMSO splits new season between LMC, Andrews

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — It’s been 
less than a week since the 
Southwest Michigan Sym-
phony Orchestra wrapped 
its summer season. And in a 
little more than three weeks 
from today, on Sept. 14 to 
be exact, the SMSO returns 
indoors to open its six-date 
2014-15 Mainstage Concert 
Series. 

Perhaps the biggest 
change to the schedule is 
the venue itself. Unlike 
years past, when the SMSO 
season was predominately 
held at the Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre in Ben-
ton Harbor with an occa-
sional, singular concert at 
Andrews University’s How-
ard Performing Arts Center 
in Berrien Springs, this sea-
son the SMSO will perform 
three concerts at each of the 
two venues.

In fact, the SMSO’s Sept. 
14 season opener, “Around 
the World in 80 Minutes” 
featuring guest soprano    

Juliet Petrus performing 
Antonín Dvorák to Joseph 
Haydn, takes place at 4 p.m. 
at the Howard Performing 
Arts Center stage.

“This is a season fi lled 
with variety, excitement and 
real substance,” says SMSO 
music director and conduc-
tor Robin Fountain, who is 
entering his ninth season. 
“It’s the very essence of 
what a professional orches-
tra can bring to the commu-
nity it serves.”

The other two Howard 
concerts, which also take 
place at 4 p.m., are “Brahms 
German Requiem,” featur-
ing guest artists Sarah Gart-
shore, Jonathan Beyer and 
The Citadel Symphony 

Chorus, on Feb. 8, 2015, 
and “This England,” the 
May 17, 2015, fi nale featur-
ing the music of England 
during the time of World 
War I and II, with guest Ci-
cely Parnas.

The LMC Mendel Center 
portion of the SMSO sea-
son begins at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 
1 with “A Halloween Spook-
tacular,” featuring the inter-
nationally-acclaimed Cirque 
de la Symphonie perform-
ing to a program that in-
cludes haunting selections 
from Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber, Zequinha de Abreu and 
Paul Dukas.

The holiday theme con-
tinues at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 13 
with “A Very Merry Pops” 

concert at LMC featuring 
guest conductor Harvey 
Felder, guest soprano De-
nise Ritter Bernardini and a 
host of holiday classics.

The fi nal Mendel Center 
concert of the season takes 
place at 7:30 p.m. April 18, 
2015, with “The Magical 
Music of Disney” that in-
cludes music from classics 
such as “The Little Mer-
maid,” “Mary Poppins” and 
“The Lion King.”

The SMSO will continue 
the two-tier price structure 
implemented three years 
ago. The best seats will re-
main at $37, $32 for seniors 
and $5 for students. A sec-
ond tier of reserved seats 
will be priced at $20 for all 
adults and $5 for students. 

There are also a number 
of multi-concert ticket pack-
ages available, starting at 
$72 for four concerts up to 
$174 for top tier tickets for 
all six shows.

Tickets are on sale now. 
For more information, call 
982-4030 or visit www.smso.
org.

Photo provided

Cirque de la Symphonie will perform during the Southwest 
Michigan Symphony Orchestra’s Nov. 1 program, “A Halloween 
Spooktacular,” at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center.

PETRUS GARTSHORE PARNAS FELDER

And the winner is ...
By FRAZIER MOORE
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — Seth Meyers is no 
stranger to live television. For years he 
anchored “Weekend Update” on “Sat-
urday Night Live.”

Nor is playing host on TV an alien 
experience. Since February, he has oc-
cupied NBC’s “Late Night” host 
chair.

So Meyers isn’t sweating his new 
role as master of ceremonies when 
“The Prime-Time Emmy Awards” airs 
Monday at 8 p.m. EDT on NBC.

“Butterfl ies tend to go away with 
the fi rst laugh,” he said brightly, “so 
you try to make that happen as early 
as you can.”

Speaking by phone from Los Ange-
les, where he was prepping for Emmy 
night, he reported, “We’ve written our 
fi rst pack of jokes. But the best stuff  
will come later in the week.

“The monologue is the biggest thing 
I do,” he went on, “but they are leav-
ing spots during the telecast where I 
can comment on things that are hap-
pening, and if we come up with some-
thing silly this week, we don’t have to 
go hat-in-hand and ask for a minute 
here, 90 seconds there. It’s built into 
the program for us.”

Even so, Meyers said he will honor 

an Emmys tradition of front-loading 
the program with comedy, when those 
gathered at the Nokia Theatre in Los 
Angeles are most likely to embrace it.

“The longer the night goes, the less 
joy there is in the room, because by 
then a number of people have lost,” 
Meyers noted. “If it was the Golden 
Globes and the people were drinking, 
maybe they’d care less. But here, the 
host and the program are standing be-
tween them and the bar.”

Meyers is a TV veteran, but he said 
he also remains a TV fan.

“Even if I wasn’t in television right 
now, I would be watching the Emmys, 
mostly because of how good TV is 
right now,” he said. “I was really ex-
cited when the nominations came out, 
because most of them are shows that I 
watch.”

In a separate conversation, Emmy-
cast producer Don Mischer praised 
Meyers’ ease on live TV and skill at 
thinking funny on his feet.

“But more than anything, he loves 
television,” Mischer agreed. “He real-
ly, really wanted to do this and he has 
really rolled up his sleeves. That’s what 
makes a difference.”  

Like most viewers, Meyers has his 
favorites among the nominees.

By CHUCK BARNEY
San Jose Mercury News (MCT)

No one ever really knows what 
will go down on Emmy Awards 
night. Just when you think the vot-
ers are stuck in a rubber-stamp rut, 
they pull a big surprise and bestow 
their love on a shiny TV newbie.

That’s what makes predicting 
the winners such an iffy proposi-
tion. Still, someone has to do it, so 
we’ve cautiously tiptoed through 
the Emmy minefi eld to pinpoint 
exactly who we think should, and 
will, prevail.

If we blow it big time, please in-
stantly forget that you ever read it 
here.

Outstanding Drama Series
“Breaking Bad” (AMC); 

“Downton Abbey” (PBS); “Game 
of Thrones” (HBO); “House of 
Cards” (Netfl ix); “Mad Men” 
(AMC); “True Detective” (HBO).

Should win: “Game of Thrones” 
delivered its biggest season yet, 
and no series is as ambitious, fresh, 

Predicting who should – 
and will – win Emmys

Dan Steinberg / Invision for the Television Academy / AP

Host Seth Meyers speaks at the Television Academy’s 66th Primetime Emmy Awards Press Preview Day and Red Carpet Rollout on 
Wednesday in Los Angeles. The ceremony will air Monday night on NBC.

Seth Meyers prizes his role as Emmycast host

See EMMYS, page D8

See MEYERS, page D8

‘Game Stands Tall’ 
is ‘Friday Night Lite’
“When the Game 

Stands Tall” is a 
solid if  unsurprising and 
uninspiring melodrama 
built around high school 
football, faith-based but 
“Friday Night Lite.”

It’s the latest of that pe-
culiar sub-genre of sports 
fi lms, where fi lmmakers 

bend over 
backwards 
to make a 
p e r e n n i a l 
powerhouse 
football fac-
tory look 
like an un-
d e r d o g . 
These sto-
ries, about a 

Permian High in Texas 
(“Friday Night Lights”) or 
T.C. Williams in Virginia 
(“Remember the Titans”) 
look at status as a burden, 
and claim to be about 
“more than a game,” even 
as they build toward their 
by-the-book “Big Game” 
fi nale.

“When the Game” var-
ies the formula by being 
faith-based, about a pious 
coach (Jim Caviezel) who 
talks about building char-
acter as much as he worries 
about blocking schemes.

Coach Bob Ladouceur 
lectures his De La Salle 
Spartans about “love,” 
setting high standards, 
making “a perfect effort, 
from the snap to the whis-
tle” on each play. They 
share “commitment 
cards,” pledging the extra 
strength training, the ex-
tra practice and high goals 
they want to achieve as a 
team.

They stand up at the 
end of  team meetings and 
talk about their feelings. 
They hold each other ac-
countable, and hold hands, 
symbolically, as they enter 
the fi eld. Something 
worked, because this Con-
cord, Calif., school won 
151 games in a row at one 
point.

“When the Game Stands 
Tall” is about the tests 
they face when that streak 
is broken.

The melodramatic stuff  
in this “true story” in-
volves players dedicating 
games to this dying grand-
dad or that sickly mother, 
the seniors who have to 
decide whether to stick to-
gether and attend the same 
college, or fi nd their own 
way out of  Richmond, 
Calif. As with most foot-
ball factories, a rich com-
munity’s public school is 
an irresistible lure to top 
athletes from poorer com-
munities nearby.

Coach, quietly obsessed 
with “The Streak,” has a 
heart attack. No matter 
how many times he says, 

“It’s just a high school 
football game,” we don’t 
believe him.

His butter-fi ngered re-
ceiver son (Matthew 
Daddario) just needs a 
coach and a dad. Tayshon 
(Jessie Usher) is the cocky, 
cynical underclassman re-
luctant to learn leadership 
from the seniors.

And then there’s the all-
star running back (Alex-
ander Ludwig) whose ex-
jock dad (Clancy Brown, 
very good) is determined 
will set the career touch-
down record.

Caviezel has become the 
Tim Tebow of American 
screen acting. Cloaked in 
Christianity, he’s been sur-
rounded by success (“The 
Passion of  the Christ”), 
but you wonder how much 
of  that is a result of  his 
talent. He rarely has a role 
that requires him to smile 
and his lines all have a 
stern authority about 
them. He’s “the hoarse 
whisperer.” That isn’t nec-
essarily a wrong-headed 
way to play this coach, 
just a boring one.

Michael Chiklis makes 
more of  an impression as 
a more openly passionate 
assistant coach who is on 
the same morality page 
with his religion-teacher 
head coach.

Director Thomas Cart-
er, who did the Richmond, 
Calif., high school hoops 
drama “Coach Carter,” 
covers many of  the same 
bases here, but loses the 
thread and never really 
gets at the idea, pushed by 
Ladouceur’s wife, that he’s 
focused too much on the 
game and not on his fam-
ily. Perhaps Carter was re-
luctant to give his acting 
Tebow the responsibility 
for the whole fi lm.

And for all the naked 
manipulation of  the music 
and the story that builds 
toward an only slightly 
unexpected climax, “When 
the Game Stands Tall” 
never delivers that lump in 
the throat that a “Rudy” 
or “We Are Marshall” or 
“Friday Night Lights” 
managed.

Roger
Moore

‘When the Game 
Stands Tall’

✭ ✭

Starring: Jim Caviezel, Alex-
ander Ludwig, Laura Dern, 
Michael Chiklis, Jessie Usher

Directed by: Thomas Carter

Written by: Scott Marshall 
Smith

Running time: 115 minutes

Rated: PG
(for thematic material, a scene of 

violence, and brief smoking)


