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Girls With Guitars take the stage at The Livery

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Girls With Guitars isn’t ex-
actly what it seems.

Yes, there are girls, and 
yes, they play guitars, but 
that’s just part of  the sto-
ry. 

There are also ukuleles, 
musical saws, accordions 
and keyboards, too. For 
Katie Larson and Savan-
nah Buist, the indie folk-
rock duo known as The 
Accidentals, which is part 
of  this female-centric col-
lective, it’s the cello and vi-
olin that are still the instru-
ments of  choice.

“We met in our high 
school orchestra,” Larson 
says. “I play cello and Sa-
vannah plays the violin. We 
formed our band by acci-
dent, meeting in the or-
chestra and then went 
around town playing our 
instruments on other art-
ists’ albums. That back-
ground just brought us all 
together.”

Us, in this case, includes 
artists Blake Elliott, E Mi-
nor, Olivia Mainville, Miri-
am Pico and Missy Zenker, 
who along with Larson and 
Buist decided to pool their 
resources into a tour that 
gives audiences a taste of 
what each of  them has to 
offer. That tour lands at 
The Livery on Friday with 
The Accidentals taking the 
lead.

“We were already play-
ing and singing on each 

other’s albums,” Larson 
says. “We decided to come 
together for a show, mostly 
so we could all be in the 
same space once a year. 
What we didn’t know was 
how powerful it would be, 
which is why we are taking 
the show on the road. It’s 
basically getting a taste of 
seven acts at once.”

The much-buzzed about 
Traverse City duo – Lar-
son, 18, and Buist, 19 – 
have already come a long 
way since the self-pro-
claimed orchestra “dorks” 
met as students at Traverse 
City West Senior High 
School in 2011. Both musi-
cians grew up in musical 
families, with mothers 
(Amber Buist and Mary 
Larson) who sing and fa-
thers (Rick Buist and Steve 
Larson) who play piano 
professionally. The recent 
high school graduates have 
already released two al-
bums, 2012’s “Tangled Red 
and Blue” and 2013’s “Bit-
tersweet,” scored the docu-
mentary “One Simple 
Question” and placed songs 
in the indie fi lm “Please 
Wait to Be Seated.” 

Although Buist is pri-
marily a violinist and Lar-
son a cellist, both play a 
host of  instruments – in-
cluding guitar, banjo, pia-
no, accordion and bass – 
delivering catchy indie 
folk-rock, acoustic pop and 
gypsy jazz tunes for a 
sound they say is constant-
ly evolving.

“We started out with a 

lot of  folk music,” Larson 
says. “With a guitar and 
cello and violin it just made 
sense. But while we were 
playing folk, we were lis-
tening to the White Stripes 

and weird funk and rap 
music. Now we have added 
a drummer (Michael 
Dause, the lone male in the 
act), so we’ve been slowly 
incorporating that into our 

style of  music as well.”
“Our music has always 

been kind of  evolving,” 
Buist adds. “That’s kind of 
what Girls With Guitars is 
all about because we all 
bring something different 
to the table.”

The Girls With Guitars 
shows are a truly collabor-
ative affair, with musicians 
swapping songs and learn-
ing other artists original 
material to play supporting 
roles. The Accidentals take 
the stage fi rst, with musi-
cians being added into the 

mix as the night continues.
“Throughout the show 

we bring out other artists 
until we have this huge col-
laboration of  artists play-
ing on each  other’s music,” 
Larson says. “By the end 
of  the night it’s seven of  us 
on stage together.”

Earlier this year, The Ac-
cidentals caught the atten-
tion of Marshall Crenshaw 
and Grammy Award-win-
ning producer Stewart Ler-
man, who signed them to a 

ENTERTAINMENT

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Graham Russell 
remembers meeting 
Russell Hitchcock on May 
12, 1975.

The duo, better known 
as Air Supply, had been 
cast in an Australian 
touring production of  the 
musical “Jesus Christ 
Superstar,” and instantly 
bonded over a common 
name, the fact that they 
were born in the same 
month, and that they both 
saw The Beatles play in 
1964.

“We both got jobs as 
apostles and we kind of 
gravitated towards each 
other,” Russell says by 
telephone from his home 
in Park City, Utah, where 
he has lived the past 24 
years. “Then I heard 
Russell sing in the chorus, 
and his voice was so 
striking. We just became 
great friends and started 
to sing together between 
shows.”

The effortless harmonies 
and distinctive vocal blend 
fi rst caught the attention 
of  other cast members. 
After the curtain fell at 
10:30 p.m., Russell and 
Hitchcock would head off  
to play in whatever coffee 
shop or night club they 
could fi nd. A year later, 
the duo formed Air Supply 
and began releasing 
albums in Australia.

“I’d been writing songs 
since I was 11 years old, so 
I already had several 
hundred songs when we 
met,” Russell says. “But it 
wasn’t until I played 
Russell some of  my early 
songs and he started to 
sing them that the penny 
dropped. I’m not a lead Photo provided

Air Supply, featuring Graham Russell, left, and Russell Hitchcock performs Saturday at the Lake Michigan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre in Benton Harbor. The duo celebrates 40 years together in May 2015.

AIR SUPPLY
STILL STRONG

Venerable 
band known 
for a string of 
hit love songs 
will bring show 
to Mendel

What: Girls With Guitars fea-
turing The Accidentals

When: 9 p.m. Friday

Where: The Livery, 190 Fifth 
St., Benton Harbor

How much: $10

Contact: 925-8760 or www.
liverybrew.com

Artist info: www.girlswith 
guitarsmusic.com

See AIR SUPPLY, page D4

Irish 
music, 
with a 
twist

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Like most purveyors 
of Irish music, fi ddler 
Dana Lyn and guitarist 
Kyle Sanna met during a 
traditional Irish session.

What they had in com-
mon wasn’t just a deep 
admiration for Irish mu-
sic, but a shared interest 
in classical, jazz and ex-
perimental music, as well. 
What makes this Irish duo 
unusual is how Lyn and 
Sanna have used elements 
of classical compositions 
and jazz-inspired impro-
visation to bring tradi-
tional Irish tunes to life.

“Traditional Irish mu-
sic can be informal. Peo-
ple get together in sessions 
to play tunes and then 
there isn’t much beyond 
that,” Lyn says by tele-
phone from New York. 
“But it’s uncommon to 
fi nd people in that partic-
ular music world who 
want to think about the 
music in a different way. 
So when you fi nd people 
like Kyle, you want to see 
where it goes.”

For Lyn and Sanna that 
journey has led to the re-
cording “The Hare Said a 
Prayer to the Rainbow 
and Followed the Fox 
Down the Hole.” The duo, 
which performs Sunday at 
Andrews University’s 
Howard Performing Arts 

Show featuring The Accidentals gives 
audience ‘a taste of seven acts at once’

Photo provided

Katie Larson, left, and Savannah Buist formed their band, The Accidentals, in 2011 while still in high school and have already 
released two albums. They perform a featured set Friday at The Livery as part of the Girls With Guitars show. In addition to Larson 
and Buist, the female-fronted supergroup also includes Blake Elliott, E Minor, Olivia Mainville, Miriam Pico and Missy Zenker.

See GUITARS, page D4

Duo that likes to 
fuse traditions will 
perform Sunday at 
Andrews University

See DUO, page D4


