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LOCAL & STATE

Sentences

St. Joseph

Criminal sexual conduct
Joseph L. Mardis, 43, High 

Street, Benton Harbor, 106 
months to 30 years in prison 
for first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct (penetration) with a 
5-year-old girl on March 15 in 
Benton Harbor.

Adam J. Hudson, 30, West 
John Beers Road, Stevensville, 
3-15 years in prison for sec-
ond-degree criminal sexual 
conduct (contact) with a girl 
13-15 on Feb. 14 in Lincoln 
Township.

Jokoy T. Bell, 33, John Street, 

Benton Harbor, 354 days in jail 
(credit for 354 days already 
served), five years’ probation 
and $1,548 for second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct (con-
tact) with a with a girl under 
13 sometime from Jan 1, 
2007, to Dec. 31, 2008, in 
Benton Harbor.

Assault
William E. Bowen, 35, Hatch 

Street, Benton Township, 16 
months to five years in prison 
for attempted assault by stran-
gulation, choking Tammie 
Bowen with his hands on 
March 31 at their residence on 
Hatch. Bowen was sentenced 
to a concurrent prison term of 

16 months to two years for 
resisting and obstructing Ben-
ton Township officer Jeffrey 
Faraone on May 2 at Burton 
and Chicago streets, Benton 
Township.

Gary T. Stroud Jr., 38, Hatch 
Street, Benton Township, 11 
days in jail (credit for 11 days 
already served), 180 days on 
tether, two years’ probation 
and $1,506 for two counts of 
assault with a dangerous 
weapon (shotgun) on Corey 
Schneider and Marshall Spoon 
on June 17 on the 1900 block 
of Hatch.

Fleeing or resisting police
Marianne P. Colvin, 34, 

Edwardsburg, four days in jail, 
45 days on tether, two years’ 
probation and $938 for resist-
ing and obstructing Pokagon 
Tribal Police officer Adam 
Schaaf on May 24 at Four 
Winds Casino in New Buffalo 
Township.

Larceny
Travis T. Williams, 23, Council 

Drive, Benton Township, 180 
days in jail, 60 days on tether 
three years’ probation and 
$1,058 for larceny from a per-
son, stealing $400 from his 
girlfriend, Natonya Terrell, on 
July 4 at their residence on 
Council Drive.

Weapons
Antonio R. Matheney Jr., 18, 

Jefferson Court, Benton Har-
bor, 30 days in jail, two years’ 
probation and $938 for carry-
ing a concealed weapon (pis-
tol) on his person May 24 at 
Empire Avenue and Broadway, 
Benton Harbor.

Drunken driving
Victor W. White, 48, Elkart, 

Ind., 23 months to five years in 
prison for third-offense oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed June 22 in Benton Harbor.

Scott A. Mabrey, 40, Chippe-
wa Road, St. Joseph Township, 
60 days in jail and $947 for 

second-offense operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated 
March 22 in Benton Township.

Kathy L. Peapples, 54, Par-
sons Street, Watervliet, seven 
days in jail, 180 days on tether, 
18 months’ probation, $523 
and 480 hours of community 
service for third-offense oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed May 4 in Hagar Township.

Other sentences
David L. Hayden, 32, Pearl 

Street, Benton Harbor, 43 days 
in jail and $573 for removing 
an electronic monitoring 
device, cutting off a tether 
bracelet on Jan. 23 at his resi-
dence.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Wanted: Someone who 
can teach winemaking to 
college students.

Lake Michigan College 
has launched a winemaking 
program, but it’s still look-
ing for someone qualifi ed to 
teach and lead it at the col-
lege level.

LMC President Bob Har-
rison said the college has 
interviewed four or fi ve can-
didates for an instructor 
and a director for its enolo-
gy and vitology program – 
as it’s formally known – but 
hasn’t settled either position 
yet.

“We still have more (ap-
plicants) lined up. This is 
very specialized, and it’s got 
to be the right match for the 
industry, the college and the 
community. We’re still look-
ing,” Harrison said.

Basic requirements for 
both positions include a 
master’s degree in a related 
fi eld, plus teaching and in-
dustry experience, he said.

Candidates should apply 
through the college’s web-
site, “or they’re free to send 
their resume and (cover) let-
ter to me,” Harrison said.

Harrison’s comments fol-
lowed last week’s Board of 
Trustees meeting, where the 
board endorsed the new 
program’s curriculum. The 
curriculum still needs ap-
proval by the Higher Learn-
ing Commission, he said.

The college has 30 days to 
jump-start the review, which 
will probably take two or 
three months, he said.

The new program will be 
housed on the Mendel Cen-
ter’s east side, in the Upton 
Telecommunications Cen-
ter – which the board voted 
to renovate last fall.

The college plans to roll 
out its new program by the 
end of summer 2015 or the 
start of fall 2015.

To make that timeline 

happen, “the key is starting 
to recruit students by the 
fi rst of the year, preparing 
for harvest, and grape 
crushing,” Harrison said. 
“It’s like the ‘World Series 
of Wine.’”

Paramedic program
In another curriculum 

vote, the board unanimous-
ly allowed paramedic stu-
dents to choose between 
completing the program or 
getting a certifi cate.

Students who choose the 
full program will get an as-
sociate’s degree, while the 
certifi cate takes about a 
year to complete, Harrison 
said.

The college’s decision to 
offer the choice followed 
discussion with local indus-
try representatives, “with 
whom we talk on a regular 
basis,” he said.

Students going for the 
certifi cate could focus on 
taking the paramedic class-
es needed to complete it, 
minus the general education 
courses – such as English 
and science, for example – 
that a two-year degree re-
quires, he said.

“It’s giving our students 
more options,” Harrison 
said. “They’ll fi nish it, and 
then, we can give them a 
piece of paper that says 
they’ve completed the pro-
gram.”

Meetings
The board has confi rmed 

its schedule for next year, 
with meetings set for Jan. 
27, March 24, April 23, 
May 19, June 13, Aug. 25, 
Sept. 22, Oct. 27 and Dec. 
8, 2015.

All meetings begin at 6 
p.m. in the LMC Mendel 
Center’s Executive Board 
Room – except for May 19, 
at Bertrand Crossing; Sept. 
22, in South Haven; and 
Dec. 8, at M-TEC.

There are no meetings 
currently scheduled for Feb-
ruary, July or November.

LMC seeking 
able cask master

BENTON TWP.

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — For Sep-
tember, a storefront at 719 
Pleasant St. in St. Joseph 
will become The Great 
Lakes Regional Military 
Museum, with exhibits and 
photos by Lest We Forget, 
the educational veterans 
organization.

The Lest We Forget dis-
play of photographs, uni-
forms and other items 
opens Sept. 9 and will run 
through Oct. 15. Hours will 
be 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday 
to Sunday. 

There are 16 photo col-
lages assembled by Korean 
veteran Gust Anton that 
feature LWF events, includ-
ing World War II, Korean 
and Vietnam war-re-enact-
ments, many of them staged 
at Tiscornia Beach.

Photos from four visits 
by LWF members to Frank 
Buckles, America’s last liv-
ing World War I soldier 
who died in 2011 at 110, 
can be viewed, along with 
the story of Dr. C. Bassett 
Brown, a Benton Harbor 
native, ground-breaking 
dental surgeon, athlete and 
World War II medic who 

earned a Bronze Star for 
bravery in combat for res-
cuing a wounded men un-
der fi re. 

There also is a fl ag auto-
graphed on Sept. 11, 2006, 
at New York’s “Ground 
Zero” by Bob Heft, who 
designed our 

50-state American fl ag in 
1960 as a high school stu-
dent. In addition, visitors 
will see a life-like statue of 

“Kelly” a Vietnam War 
Dog, several mannequins 
in WWI and WWII uni-
forms and a life-size replica 
of the Vietnam Memorial 
on the bluff in St. Joseph 
honoring the names of 
those from Berrien County 
killed in the Vietnam War. 
There is much more to the 
display.   

Items such as Lest We 
Forget shirts, books, mili-
tary clothing and fl ags will 
be available for purchase. 
For information, call 982-
1040. 

The display will move 
Oct. 15 to the Covert Li-
brary and Nov. 15 to the 
Bridgman Library. 

If you would like to bring 
the display to your commu-
nity, call 925-7176.   

Information about Lest 
We Forget is at www.les-
tweforgetusa.org and on 

Facebook at www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
lestweforgetusa.

Military history displayed 
in downtown St. Joseph

Photos submitted

Lest We Forget will display a replica of the Vietnam Wall with the names of veterans from Berrien County who died in the conflict, 
along with uniforms from World War I and II and other conflicts, and with photographs of its events and other items at The  Great 
Lakes Regional Military Museum, at 719 Pleasant St. in St. Joseph from Sept. 9 through Oct. 15.

Lest We Forget will display uniforms from World War I and II 
and other conflicts, along with photographs of its events and 
other items.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

DECATUR — An inde-
pendent fi lm about the early 
life of famous ventriloquist 
Edgar Bergen of Decatur 
has won a national fi lm 
award.

Kalamazoo fi lmmaker 
Mike Salerno went to the 
Alliance for Community 
Media awards banquet Aug. 
7 in Philadelphia to accept 
the award for his fi lm “Ed-
die in Decatur.”

The film won a Home-
town Media Award in 
the category of  indepen-
dent producer of  a docu-
mentary biography, he 
said.

“I had a great time. It was 
a wonderful award ceremo-
ny,” Salerno said.

Salerno made his three-

hour fi lm on a budget of 
less than $10,000, using 
equipment borrowed from 
cable access television sta-
tions in Kalamazoo and 
Battle Creek.

Edgar Bergen is most fa-
mous for two of his most 
popular ventriloquist dum-
mies, the slow-witted Mor-
timer Snerd and the preco-
cious Charlie McCarthy. He 
was also the father of fa-
mous actress Candice Ber-
gen.

Salerno said that while 
making the fi lm was a fun 
experience, winning the 
award “was the icing on the 
cake.”

The Alliance for Community Media 
is an organization that represents the 
interests of cable access television and 
other community media.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Film about Edgar Bergen’s 
life in Decatur wins award

Motorcyclist injured 
in crash

ST. JOSEPH — A mo-
torcyclist was seriously in-
jured after missing a curve 
and crashing on Oakridge 
Road early Sunday, the St. 
Joseph Township police de-
partment reported.

The person who was in-
jured was transported to 
Bronson Methodist Hospi-
tal in Kalamazoo. A name 
was not released.

Police said that the mo-
torcyclist was eastbound 
on Oakridge Road at 

around 2:07 a.m. and ap-
parently misjudged a curve, 
left the roadway, slid across 
a driveway and came to rest 
underneath a clump of 
trees. The driver was not 
wearing a helmet.

Alcohol is believed to 
have been a factor in the 
crash, which is still under 
investigation. Township 
police were assisted by 
the St. Joseph Depart-
ment of  Public Safety, 
Lincoln Township police 
and the Berrien County 
accident reconstruction 
team.

Berrien Dems to host 
picnic Sunday

ST. JOSEPH — The Ber-
rien County Democratic 
Party will host its Eighth 
Annual Local Food Picnic 
3-6 p.m. Sunday at Briar-
wood Pavilion in St. Jo-
seph’s Riverview Park, the 
party announced.

Attendees are invited to 
bring dishes with at least 
one local ingredient or just 
bring appetites. Hamburg-
ers, veggie burgers, hot 
dogs, buns, condiments, 
soft drinks and coffee will 

be provided.
Candidates from state 

attorney and Supreme 
Court to local races have 
been invited as guests. A 
silent auction will be fea-
tured.

Suggested donation for 
the event is $10-$20 per 
person. The proceeds ben-
efi t local Democratic ef-
forts. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the event or 
pre-paid via BCDemocrats.
org (Events page). Please 
contact Cindy, (269) 277-
2808, for additional infor-
mation.
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