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IN BRIEF
‘Mona Lisa Mystery’ 
screens at Box Factory

ST. JOSEPH — “Secrets 
of the Dead: The Mona 
Lisa Mystery” screens at 7 
p.m. Friday at Box Factory 
for the Arts, 1101 Broad 
St., to open the First Fri-
day Film Series.

Klaus T. Steindl’s PBS 
documentary explores the 
origins of the Isleworth 
Mona Lisa, which has re-
mained an art world mys-
tery since it was found in 
1912. The painting depict-
ing a younger Mona Lisa 
in a slightly different set-
ting suggests that Leonardo 
da Vinci could have painted 
the woman in his Louvre-
housed masterpiece more 
than once. The film follows 
a group of art historians, 
research physicists, restora-
tion experts and forensic 
imaging specialists as they 
try to determine whether 
the two portraits were both 
painted by da Vinci.

Admission is $5.
For more information, 

call 983-3688 or visit www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org.

Robbie Fulks performs 
Friday at The Acorn

THREE OAKS —  Chi-
cago alt-country singer-
songwriter Robbie Fulks 
performs at 8 p.m. Friday 
at The Acorn Theater, 107 
Generations Drive. 

The expressive honky-
tonk tenor has built a repu-
tation for an eclectic mix of 
music that includes giving 
N a s h v i l l e, 
Tenn., the 
middle finger 
with his song 
“(Expletive) 
This Town,” 
then devot-
ing an entire 
album, “13 
Hillbilly Gi-
ants,” to rare 
obscure gems that flew in 
the face of the country-pop 
movement. He digitally re-
leased a year-long song di-
ary, “50-Vc. Doberman,” 
featuring 50 tunes that 
sprinkle originals with cov-
ers of the Carter Family, 

Harlan Howard and Be-
yoncé. And in 2010 he self-
produced “Happy,” a trib-
ute to Michael Jackson that 
includes the covers “Don’t 
Stop ’til You Get Enough,” 
“Billie Jean” and “Ben.” 

Fulks, backed by Robbie 
Gjersoe, Missy Raines and 
Aaron Till, is touring in 
support of his 2013 Blood-
shot Records release, 
“Gone Away Backward.”

Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance, $25 at the door.

For more information, 
call 756-3879 or visit www.
acorntheater.com.

Trio celebrates female 
voices in ‘Girls Like Us’

THREE OAKS — Lau-
ra Freeman, Beckie Menzie 
and Marianne Murphy Or-
land celebrate the music of 
Carole King, Carly Simon 
and Joni Mitchell in their 
new show, “Girls Like Us,” 
at 8 p.m. Saturday at The 
Acorn Theater, 107 Gener-
ations Drive.

Inspired by the book 
“Girls Like Us,” the musi-
cal trio explores the music 
that defined a generation 
of women, told in an eve-
ning of music and stories 
of three singers who dared 
to break tradition to be-
come female confessors in 
song, rock superstars, and 
adventurers of heart and 
soul.

Tickets are $25.
For more information, 

call 756-3879 or visit www.
acorntheater.com.

‘Rugged Cross’ opens 
at Tin Shop on Friday

BUCHANAN - The Tin 
Shop Theatre stages “The 
Old Rugged Cross,” the fi-
nal production of its 2014 
season, at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and Sept. 12-
13 and 19-20, and 4 p.m. 
Sunday and Sept. 14 and 
21 at the Tin Shop Theatre, 
Roe Street and Days Ave-
nue.

Written by Dennis W. 
McKeen of Marshall, 
Mich., the story centers 
around Pastor Jen, her 
church, and the park next 

door. It features 24 familiar 
hymns, including “Amaz-
ing Grace,” “Oh Happy 
Day” and “Old Time Reli-
gion.” Alice Kring is direct-
ing the show with Carol 
McKean and Judy Earnst 
serving as musical direc-
tors.

Tickets are $10, $9 for 
students and seniors, $5 for 
children age 12 and young-
er.

For more information, 
call 695-6464 or visit www.
tinshoptheatre.org.

Final registration call  
for CMW’s ‘Peter Pan’

BENTON HARBOR — 
Children’s Music Work-
shop is still accepting regis-
tration for its fall 
production, “Peter Pan Jr.,”  
which will be performed 
Nov. 21-23 at Lake Michi-
gan College Mendel Cen-
ter, 2755 E Napier Ave.

Based on J.M. Barrie’s 
play and the Disney film, 
“Peter Pan Jr.” tells the 
classic story of Peter Pan, 
the boy who wouldn’t grow 
up, who whisks Wendy 
Darling and her brothers 
Michael and John to Never 
Land for an adventure that 
introduces them to the Lost 
Boys, Mermaids and infa-
mous pirate Captain 
Hook.

Rehearsals begin with 
cast auditions 9 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. Saturday at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School, 2673 W. 
John Beers Road, Stevens-
ville. The production is 
open to grades 1-12. 

The fee is $190. Financial 
assistance scholarships are 
available.

For more information, 
call 422-2930, or visit www.
cmwonline.org. 

Auditions announced 
for LMC play ‘Galileo’

BENTON HARBOR — 
Auditions for Lake Michi-
gan College’s fall drama 
production of “Galileo” 
takes place at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday and Sept. 11 
with callbacks 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Sept. 13 in the Hanson 
Theatre of LMC’s Mendel 

Center, 2755 E. Napier 
Ave.

Bertolt Brecht’s play ex-
plores a scientist’s social 
and ethical responsibility 
as Galileo must choose be-
tween his life and his life’s 
work when confronted with 
the Inquisition. 

The production calls for 
at least 27 males and four 
female actors in mostly 
smaller roles. Principal 
roles are Galileo, Andrea 
and Ludovico. Performers 
should come prepared with 
a one-minute monologue, 
acting resume, and head 
shot.

Performances are Nov. 
7-9 and 14-16. LMC’s Cal-
vin McClinton directs.

For more information, 
call 927-8876.

Daughtry announces 
Four Winds tour stop

NEW BUFFALO  — 
Daughtry, the rock band 
helmed by vocalist and 
f o r m e r 
“Amer i can 
Idol” finalist 
C h r i s 
D a u g h t r y, 
will make a 
Nov. 21 tour 
stop at Silver 
Creek Cen-
ter in Four 
Winds Casi-
no Resort, 11111 Wilson 
Road.

The band is known for 
hits such as “It’s Not 
Over,” “Home” and “Feels 
Like Tonight,” off  their 
2006 eponymous debut, 
and “No Surprise,” off   
2009’s “Leave This Town.” 

The band, which also in-
cludes Josh Paul (bass), 
Brian Craddock (guitar), 
Josh Steely (guitar), Elvio 
Fernandes (keyboards) 
and Jamal Moore (drums), 
is touring in support of 
their latest album, 2013’s 
“Baptized.”

Tickets, which go on sale 
at 10 a.m. Friday, start at 
$75.

For more information, 
call 800-745-3000 or visit 
www.fourwindscasino.
com or www.ticketmaster.
com.
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of Michigan’s longest-run-
ning reggae night.

“It’s a very good feel-
ing,” Bauman says by tele-
phone from Kalamazoo. 
“Reggae music for me is a 
passion and this has been 
a labor of  love. I’ve been 
so fortunate 
to see this 
night grow 
from a good 
night to just 
an unbeliev-
able night. I 
look forward 
to 10 more 
years.”

Since Bau-
man first ap-
proached Czar’s owner 
Tom Jennings about hold-
ing a reggae night the first 
Friday of  every month, 
there have been 37 differ-
ent reggae bands play 
Czar’s. Detroit’s Universal 
Xpression has made the 
most appearances at 15, 
but Bauman also has 
booked notable national 
acts such as Tosh One, 
Lazo, Keith Porter, Taj 
Weekes & Adowa and 
Everton Blender. 

“You can’t just go hear a 
good reggae band every 
weekend in this area so I 
think people really look 
forward to the night,” 
Bauman says. “I think the 
success has been a combi-
nation of  being consistent 
in booking bands once a 
month on the first Friday 
and the caliber of  the 
bands we’re getting. The 
majority of  the bands, 
their members have grown 
up in the Caribbean and 
relocated to Chicago and 
Detroit so it’s a high level 
of  music.”

Indika Reggae Band is 
no exception. 

The band founded by 
drummer Peter Beaumont 
and the late vocalist Dog-
gie Ranks had already 
been playing six years 
when Panton landed in 
Chicago.

“I had played in a band 
on cruise ships for seven 
years and I met a woman 

passenger,” Panton says. 
“Three years later I got 
married and moved to 
Chicago. One of  the guys 
on the ship said I should 
look up his cousin, which 
happened to be Peter 
Beaumont. When I met 
Peter, their bass player was 
leaving the band so I just 
came at the right time.”

While Beaumont only 
occasionally plays with the 
band, Indika’s current 
lineup is anchored by Pan-
ton on bass and long-time 
keyboard player Mervyn 
Belisle. Kelsey Tarver, the 
lone American in the band, 
plays drums when Beau-
mont isn’t in the lineup, 
and its current vocalist is 
U-Roy Mushlah. On Fri-
day, Mushlah will share 
duties with the other two 
living vocalists in Indika’s 
25-year history, Devon 
Brown and Rasta Kelly. 
The three vocalists alone 
have one more than 20 
Chicago Music Awards, 
and Friday’s show will be 
the first time all three have 
performed on stage to-
gether. That also means, 
Panton says, that Indika 
will delve deep into its mu-
sical catalog as well.

“With Indika being 
around for such a long 
time it will be everything 
from culture music to Bob 
Marley to UB40,” he says. 
“I even try to choose some 
American songs and put a 
reggae spin on it. We even 
play ‘Brown Eyed Girl’ in 
reggae. We prefer to look 
at Indika as a party band. 
You’re going to party with 
us.”

While Panton promises 
a strong set list with a lot 
of  energy, he admits that 
the band has been on Ja-
maica time when it comes 
to recording their original 
music in the studio.

“We are so Jamaican 
that we’ve been lackadaisi-
cal when it comes to doing 
a quality recording,” he 
says, laughing. “We have 
so much material to record 
and just haven’t. It’s just a 
matter of  stop being Ja-
maican.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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Angelou’s work mixed with hip-hop for album
By MESFIN FEKADU
AP Music Writer

NEW YORK — Maya 
Angelou’s iconic words and 
lyrics will blend with hip-
hop beats for a new album 
called “Caged Bird Songs.” 

Shawn Rivera, the lead 
singer of R&B group Az 
Yet, and RoccStarr, who co-
wrote Chris Brown’s “Fine 
China,” produced the 13-
song set, to be released 
through Smooch Music on 
Nov. 4.

The album – the title tak-
en from Angelou’s classic 
1969 book “I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings” – is 
one of the last projects An-
gelou completed before she 
died in May, her grandson 
said in an interview.

“Grandma loved it from 
the beginning,” Colin A. 
Johnson said of the album’s 
concept. “These guys were 

inspired by grandma’s work, 
which many people are, and 
felt like giving it a different 
medium of delivery to make 
it more obtainable to a larg-
er group of people.”

Rivera and RoccStarr 
started working on the al-
bum before Angelou knew 
of it. Johnson, who is in 
charge of Angelou’s estate 
with his father Guy B. John-
son, said once she was 
aware, she completely 
backed the project, which 
was recorded at her North 
Carolina home. Some of the 
songs use previously record-
ed Angelou vocals, while 
others were recorded specif-
ically for the project.

Johnson said Angelou’s 
initial reaction to the songs 
was similar to when she first 
saw her own Facebook 
page: “She just laughed.”

“She loved it and was ex-
cited to hear more about 

what they wanted to do,” he 
said of the album. “She had 
a lot of energy around it.”

Angelou won three 
Grammys for her spoken-
word albums. She previous-
ly released a calypso album 
and collaborated with Ash-
ford & Simpson for 1996’s 
“Been Found.” She also was 
featured on Common’s 2011 
album, “The Dreamer/The 
Believer.”

Johnson said his grand-
mother was a fan of hip-
hop music.

“She saw (hip-hop) as this 
generation’s way of speak-
ing and conveying a mes-
sage,” said Johnson, adding 
that Angelou had “great 
stories about interactions 
with Tupac (Shakur).”

Johnson said he hopes the 
album will connect An-
gelou’s work with younger 
generations. It resounded 
with his own teens, he said.

“I don’t know that they 
ever have picked up a book 
of poetry without it being 
assigned by either me or 
their school,” he said of his 
children. “To hear some-
body that is so famous for 
her poetry and her message, 
and then set to some music 
that you can enjoy definitely 
feels like this is something 
that can continue her reach 
through generations.”

Johnson and his father 
founded Caged Bird Legacy 
to launch future Angelou 
projects.

“There are other things 
coming out,” he said. 
“You’ll see a lot of other 
things come out with her 
name. ... And these are all 
projects that she had out 
there in the works at vari-
ous different levels of com-
pletion.”
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