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GRAND RAPIDS (AP) — The annual 
ArtPrize international art contest in Grand 
Rapids permanently banned a stunt artist 
who has broken public safety rules in past 
years, according to event officials.

Gurmej Singh, known as Artist SinGh, 
was banned after he unfurled a 3-mile long 
painting last year without permission and 
installed an effigy of Saddam Hussein in a 
cage the year before, the Grand Rapids 
Press reported. 

The decision to ban the stunt artist be-
cause of his flagrant rule breaking wasn’t 
easy for ArtPrize organizers, exhibitions 
director Kevin Buist said.

“We did prevent him from entering in 
this and future years,” Buist said. “It’s the 
last thing we want to do. It’s something we 
never want to do again.”

Singh has installed drawings in the win-
dows of downtown businesses during the 
competition that began Wednesday. His 
“Project Holy Cow” series, which includes 
100 drawings, is displayed throughout sev-
eral locations, he said.

“I was disappointed to know that Kevin 
wouldn’t let me in and would ban me from 

ArtPrize,” SinGh said. “At the same time, 
my idea is to show art to the general pub-
lic.”

The event runs through Oct. 12 and has 
a prize pool of $560,000.
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victims from Van Buren 
County each week, he 
said.

According to a Bedford 
memo, the assumption 
was the CAC would con-
tinue to do the interviews 
free with the prosecutor-
investigator sitting in.

“Now they are telling us 
we have to pay, even if  we 
attend,” Bedford wrote.

Also some revenue 
sources to pay for the po-
sition dried up.

Although commission-
ers took no action to re-
scind the original motion, 
they asked Bedford to 
come back with another 
alternative.
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KINCHELOE (AP) — A 
prison food-service worker 
in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula is suspected of ap-
proaching an inmate about 
arranging to have another 
inmate killed, state police 
said.

Police have sent a warrant 
request to the Chippewa 
County prosecutor’s office 
following an investigation 
into the allegation about the 
worker for Philadelphia-
based contractor Aramark 

Correctional Services, De-
tective Sgt. Michael Schroed-
er told the Detroit Free 
Press.

A Kinross Correctional 
Facility inmate complained 
in July that a food-service 
worker approached him 
about arranging to kill an in-
mate held at another facility, 
Schroeder said. The worker 
is banned from prison prop-
erty, he said, but hasn’t been 
arrested.

Corrections Department 

spokesman Russ Marlan 
confirmed that an Aramark 
employee was banned from 
Kinross for “alleged criminal 
behavior.” Aramark spokes-
woman Karen Cutler said 
she wouldn’t comment on an 
active police investigation.

“This is bizarre,” Mel 
Grieshaber, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Correc-
tions Organization union 
that represents prison em-
ployees, said of the allega-
tion at Kinross Correctional 

Facility.
Aramark’s work and its 

three-year, $145 million con-
tract with Michigan have 
been under scrutiny. Michi-
gan fined the company 
$200,000 last month for un-
approved menu substitu-
tions, inadequate staffing 
and employee misconduct. 
An independent monitor is 
in place. Ohio also has fined 
Aramark for similar contract 
violations.

Michigan’s contract with 

Aramark runs through Sept. 
30, 2016. Democrats have 
called on Republican Gov. 
Rick Snyder to cancel the 
deal, saying problems were 
inevitable because of high 
turnover and lower pay for 
private workers who replaced 
roughly 370 state employees. 

The governor has defend-
ed the decision to stick with 
the food vendor, saying the 
state is on pace to save $14 
million a year through priva-
tization. 

“The Aramark scandal 
has now crossed over into 
the territory of a bad prime-
time soap opera, except that 
in reality this governor con-
tinues to put the safety of 
state employees at risk and 
waste taxpayer dollars on a 
failed experiment in privati-
zation,” Democratic guber-
natorial candidate Mark 
Schauer said in a statement. 
“When will this governor re-
alize that enough is 
enough?” 

Police say prison worker suspected of seeking hit

local school districts, where 
we offer specific programs” 
Harrison said. “It could be 
(details) of our employees 
(documentation) serving 
on nonprofit boards, like 
United Way, or work that 
we do promoting the area 
economy – so, time and en-
ergy spent on working with 

companies interested in 
coming to the communi-
ty.”

The board approved 
policy language for cam-
pus safety alerts, due pro-
cess, missing student noti-
fication and 
non-discrimination – 
which had to be done fol-
lowing the opening of 
Beckwith Hall, the col-
lege’s first student housing 
complex, Harrison said.

“All the policies were ba-
sically just being brought 
up to date, or new, because 
of the residence hall,” he 
said.

Federal law requires the 
missing student policy, for 
example. 

“Every year, those things 
get changed a bit by the 
federal government, and 
we have to change our poli-
cies, to be consistent,” Har-
rison said.

which he is a member, when 
the position was discussed, 
Mayor Hannah Anderson 
said. She said Hamlett had 
not made such an offer to 
the Parks Committee.

The motion passed, with 
Boyd voting casting the 
only dissenting vote. Coun-
cilman Bob Liskey was also 
absent.

Earlier in the meeting, 
Boyd questioned the $600 
invoice from the city’s build-
ing inspector, saying, “The 
city has never looked as bad 
as it does now.”

“We need to get on this 
guy and get some of these 
things fixed up,” Boyd said 
after naming a number of 
areas that he judged needed 

grass cutting, cars removed, 
siding repaired and build-
ings demolished.

City Manager Aaron An-
thony asked Boyd for his 
list, saying, “No one can be 
everywhere all of the time.”

The council approved a 
$4,200 bid for the demoli-
tion, for safety reasons, of a 
section of the elevated 
boardwalk that spans the 
top of the south dune at 
Weko Beach. That section 
had been condemned last 
February.

City Engineer Tom De-
neau agreed with the demo-
lition but recommended re-
connecting the two stairways 
to discourage people from 
jumping down the dune. 
Barnes said the project 
would be budgeted for in 
the future “but not before 
this winter.”
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Gurmej Singh, who is known as Artist Singh, 
poses with his painting along the Grand River 
in Grand Rapids. The annual ArtPrize art con-
test has permanently banned the stunt artist, 
saying he has broken public safety rules.

ArtPrize bans stunt artist
Belleville. She has a master’s 
degree from Grand Valley 
State University.

Former Lakeshore Schools 
Superintendent Gary Camp-
bell is serving as interim su-
perintendent in Coloma until 
a new superintendent is in 
place. The board expects to 
select the new top adminis-
trator by the end of Octo-
ber.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Ground-breaking set 
for church expansion

STEVENSVILLE — 
The Chapel, Evangelical 
Free Church on Washing-
ton Avenue will have a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for its new Children’s Edu-
cation Wing at noon Sun-
day. 

The wing, designed by 
Arkos Design of Mishawa-
ka, is being built in response 
to significant growth at the 
Chapel resulting in class-

room crowding, according 
to Kate Ott, Launch Com-
mittee chairwoman.

The 17,700-square-foot 
wing will include 11 class-
rooms and a large-muscle 
activity room that will house 
a year-round indoor play 
structure. There will also be 
enhanced security, in-class-
room restrooms, 11 offices 
and improved adult educa-
tion rooms. 

The overall budget will 
allow for many improve-
ments.
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