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By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — Now there are just two fi -
nalists for Coloma schools superintendent.

After interviewing six fi nalists this week, 
the school board has named the two people 
it has invited back for second interviews 
next week, search consultant Gary Rider of 
Michigan Leadership Institute said Thurs-
day.

They are Coopersville 
High School principal Peter 
Bush, who will be inter-
viewed at 7 p.m. Tuesday; 
and Brooke Ballee-Stone, 
curriculum and instructional 
technology director for 
Eaton Rapids schools, to be 
interviewed at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day.

There were 23 job appli-
cants. 

Superintendent Terry 
Boguth resigned effective 
Sept. 2 to become chief fi -
nancial offi cer for Coldwater 
schools.

Bush has been principal in 
Coopersville for seven years. 
Before that, he was assistant 
principal and athletic direc-
tor at Cedar Springs High 

School. He earned a master’s degree from 
Central Michigan University.

Ballee-Stone has held her current posi-
tion with Eaton Rapids schools for three 
years, and she is principal of the district’s 
Greyhound Central Performance Academy. 
Before that she was an elementary school 
principal at Van Buren Public Schools in 
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And then 
there 
were two

Don Campbell / HP staff

Sand fences have been installed at Silver Beach in St. Joseph, signaling the end of the beach season, though this couple doesn’t let that 
stop them from enjoying the mild fall weather Thursday.

TIME FOR THE SAND FENCES

By ROD SMITH
HP Correspondent

PAW PAW — Van Buren 
County took another step to-
ward stabilizing the Syndi-
cate Park sand dune with the 
acceptance of  a Coastal Zone 
Management Program grant.

The County Board of  Com-
missioners agreed to accept a 
$20,000 grant and match it 
with $20,000 of  local money 
to begin engineering the res-
toration and stabilization of 
the dune in South Haven 

Township. The dune resides 
in the North Point Land Pre-
serve and the Syndicate Park 
subdivision.

Drawing up plans sets the 
stage for the county to apply 
for another $200,000 grant 
through which the plan will 
become reality. 

“I think it’s a very worth-
while project,” Cultra told 
commissioners Tuesday’s 
county board meeting.

The engineers will use the 
recommendations of  a geol-
ogy professor from Calvin 
College.

In November the professor 
recommended closing most 
of  the trails and educate the 
public to help stop the dune, 
which has moved 400 feet 

eastward since 1938.
The geologist’s report con-

tained recommendations on 
which of  the existing infor-
mal trails can be closed. The 
engineering study would de-
tail where fences to slow sand 
should be erected, vegetation 
planted and boardwalks built. 
Three areas need to be stabi-
lized.

There are more than 30 
trails. The report suggested 
reducing that number to two 
to four. A main trail from 
Syndicate Park to the north 
could go over the dune to the 
beach and be used by all-ter-
rain vehicles.

The dune has already de-
stroyed two houses and more 
are threatened.

In other matters, commis-
sioners informally dropped 
the concept of  a prosecutor-
investigator.

In June, County Prosecutor 
Michael Bedford said he 
needed such a person to help 
on interviewing child victims 
of  criminal sexual conduct 
and for a massive paperwork 
backlog.

Interviews for the crime 
victims take place at the Ber-
rien County Children’s As-
sessment Center. The center 
so far hasn’t charged but, ac-
cording to Bedford, wanted 
want a prosecutor at every in-
terview.

There are about two            

County gets grant to help stifle dune

BALLEE-STONE

BUSH

VAN BUREN COUNTY

Work slated in          
Syndicate Park in      
South Haven Township

See DUNE, page A4

By HP STAFF

LANSING — Legisla-
tion to connect unfi lled jobs 
with classroom education 
and training has been ap-
proved unanimously by the 
Michigan Legislature and is 
on its way to the governor’s 
desk.

“Thousands of jobs 
throughout the state and in 
Southwest Michigan re-
main unfi lled because em-
ployers cannot fi nd enough 
workers with the necessary 
skills,” said Sen. John Proos, 
R-St. Joseph, who spon-
sored the bill.

Senate Bill 66 allows for 
the sharing of information 
between school districts and 
businesses that have job 
needs as well as providing 
students and their parents 
with information on what 
career and technical educa-
tion (CTE) opportunities 
are available to them.

Gov. Rick Snyder has re-
peatedly called for an in-
creased focus on science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics education in 
Michigan schools.

“This legislation will en-
sure that all Michigan 
schools will have access to 
important CTE informa-
tion and options for how 
these programs can success-
fully be provided to students 

with the highest level of ed-
ucational rigor,” Proos said.

SB 66 requires the De-
partment of Education to 
provide CTE course infor-
mation to school districts 
and to post information on-
line about CTE best prac-
tices from around the state 
and country.

The department will post 
online a description of how 
CTE courses can be used to 
fulfi ll the graduation re-
quirements, information on 
successful CTE programs 
operated by schools, and 
details on how schools can 
work with local businesses, 
public-private partnerships, 
trade organizations, univer-
sities and community col-
leges.

“I applaud this legislation 
led by Senator Proos. It’s a 
big leap in the right direc-
tion for economic develop-
ment and manufacturing 
right here in Southwest 
Michigan and Michigan as 
a whole,” said Joe Sobieral-
ski, director of the South-
western Michigan Econom-
ic Growth Alliance. “It’s a 
tool we can now utilize to 
help get our youth interest-
ed and aware of the quality, 
stable and good paying jobs 
here in Southwest Michigan 
that will ultimately, over 
time, lead to a stronger 
economy.”

Legislation advances to link   
employers to worker training

By COREY WILLIAMS
Associated Press

DETROIT — The Detroit 
City Council on Thursday 
unanimously approved a 
plan to transfer daily opera-
tions to elected offi cials while 
retaining the state-appointed 
emergency manager to over-
see bankruptcy matters until 

they are resolved.
Bill Nowling, spokesman 

for Emergency Manager 
Kevyn Orr, said the exit be-
comes effective when the re-
structuring plan is approved 
in bankruptcy court. Orr’s 
18-month contract leading 
the city’s fi nances expires this 
weekend.

Orr, who gradually has 

been returning responsibili-
ties to elected offi cials, is still 
expected to testify during the 
bankruptcy trial, which is 
scheduled to last until mid-
October.

“The city is more than 
ready – this is a good day for 
the city,” Orr said after sign-
ing the order that turns con-
trol over to the elected lead-

ership. “We have a little bit 
more to do, but this is the 
right thing to do.”

Detroit became the largest 
municipality to fi le for bank-
ruptcy in July 2013. The 
bankruptcy plan would wipe 
out $7 billion of Detroit’s 
$12 billion in long-term debt 
while restructuring city ser-
vices.

Orr has reached deals that 
will pay most of the city’s 
creditors far less than what 
they are owed. An agreement 
with the state, businesses and 
foundations keeps cuts to re-
tiree pensions down while 
preserving city-owned art-
work from sale to satisfy 
some of the debt. The re-
structuring plan also sets 

aside $1.7 billion to improve 
police, fi re and other city ser-
vices. The same state law that 
led to Orr’s hiring and gave 
him power over all fi nancial 
decisions also provides the 
city with an option to get rid 
of him. At least six of the 
nine councilmembers would 
have to approve his ouster 
and so would the mayor.

Detroit elected officials regaining control of most city operations

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
has pinpointed a candidate 
to oversee its new wine 
making program, and will 
soon begin the process of 
fi nding instructors.

LMC President Bob Har-
rison said the college is talk-
ing with its top choice, 
whose name remains with-
held until that process 
wraps up.

“We have a real good 
candidate, but until they’re 
here, they’re not here – and 
we’ll supplement his or her 
time with some part-time 
instructors, also,” Harrison 
said. “We’re a ways from 

having any deal locked up 
yet.”

LMC interviewed four or 
fi ve applicants to lead its 
program, which it expects 
to roll out by next summer 
or fall.

Basic requirements for 
the director’s job include a 
master’s degree, and related 
industry and teaching expe-
rience.

The new program will 
housed on the Mendel Cen-
ter’s east side, in the Upton 
Telecommunications Cen-
ter – for which renovations 
are complete, and all equip-
ment is now on site, Harri-
son said.

The college is preparing 
to acquire the essential in-
gredient in the wine produc-

tion process, as well.
“We’re negotiating now 

for grapes to make wine,” 
Harrison said. “We’re going 
to do a blend from a num-
ber of the local wine mak-
ers – so we’re going to have 
what we call our ‘inaugural 
blend.’ We’re plugging 
along, waiting for the grapes 
to get ready. Everybody’s 
saying that we’re still a cou-
ple weeks out from har-
vest.”

Harrison’s comments fol-
lowed Tuesday’s meeting at 
the South Haven campus, 
where board members ap-
proved a resolution spelling 
out how the college benefi ts 
the community.

The state began requiring 
community colleges a cou-

ple of years ago to spell out 
their value to the areas they 
serve as a condition of re-
ceiving state funding, Har-
rison said.

“On an annual basis, we 
have the board pass a reso-
lution saying we’re in com-
pliance with that (state re-
quirement), and then we 
send a report to the state,” 
he said.

The report goes to the 
Department of Workforce 
Investments, and is designed 
to give a detailed overview 
of the college’s activities in 
its service area, Harrison 
said.

“We would point to the 
work that we do with the 

District will interview 
pair next week

LMC lines up director for wine program

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man has created the job of 
seasonal garden master, but 
not without dispute.

The part-time worker will 
be paid $5,000 to tend the 
Lake Street fl ower beds and 
other planted areas created 
with the city’s downtown 
streetscape plus the city’s 
Toth Street and Legion 

parks.
The Parks Committee rec-

ommended creating the po-
sition. 

The motion to create the 
new position “at least for a 
year” was made Monday by 
Councilman Jim Catania.

Councilwoman Suzy 
Barnes said Bridgman is be-
hind other Lake Michigan 
cities when it comes to gar-
dens.

“We want to lift up our 

landscaping standards to 
what you see in other cities 
up the lake. That’s all they 
would do. They wouldn’t be 
part-time water department 
or part-time anything else,” 
said Barnes, who is a Parks 
Committee member.

City Attorney Sara Senica 
told the council the position 
was not open to council 
members due to the need for 
separation of powers.

Councilman Bill Boyd fol-

lowed, saying he didn’t un-
derstand why the city would 
pay someone $5,000 when 
Councilman Bob Hamlett, a 
master gardener, wanted to 
do it “on his own at no 
charge because he likes to do 
it.”

Hamlett was absent from 
Monday’s meeting. He was 
further absent from the Parks 
Committee meeting, of 

Bridgman in need of someone with a green thumb

See LMC, page A4

See BRIDGMAN, page A4

COLOMA SCHOOLS

See FINALISTS, page A4
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GRAND RAPIDS (AP) — The annual 
ArtPrize international art contest in Grand 
Rapids permanently banned a stunt artist 
who has broken public safety rules in past 
years, according to event officials.

Gurmej Singh, known as Artist SinGh, 
was banned after he unfurled a 3-mile long 
painting last year without permission and 
installed an effigy of Saddam Hussein in a 
cage the year before, the Grand Rapids 
Press reported. 

The decision to ban the stunt artist be-
cause of his flagrant rule breaking wasn’t 
easy for ArtPrize organizers, exhibitions 
director Kevin Buist said.

“We did prevent him from entering in 
this and future years,” Buist said. “It’s the 
last thing we want to do. It’s something we 
never want to do again.”

Singh has installed drawings in the win-
dows of downtown businesses during the 
competition that began Wednesday. His 
“Project Holy Cow” series, which includes 
100 drawings, is displayed throughout sev-
eral locations, he said.

“I was disappointed to know that Kevin 
wouldn’t let me in and would ban me from 

ArtPrize,” SinGh said. “At the same time, 
my idea is to show art to the general pub-
lic.”

The event runs through Oct. 12 and has 
a prize pool of $560,000.
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victims from Van Buren 
County each week, he 
said.

According to a Bedford 
memo, the assumption 
was the CAC would con-
tinue to do the interviews 
free with the prosecutor-
investigator sitting in.

“Now they are telling us 
we have to pay, even if  we 
attend,” Bedford wrote.

Also some revenue 
sources to pay for the po-
sition dried up.

Although commission-
ers took no action to re-
scind the original motion, 
they asked Bedford to 
come back with another 
alternative.

DUNE
From page A3 

KINCHELOE (AP) — A 
prison food-service worker 
in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula is suspected of ap-
proaching an inmate about 
arranging to have another 
inmate killed, state police 
said.

Police have sent a warrant 
request to the Chippewa 
County prosecutor’s office 
following an investigation 
into the allegation about the 
worker for Philadelphia-
based contractor Aramark 

Correctional Services, De-
tective Sgt. Michael Schroed-
er told the Detroit Free 
Press.

A Kinross Correctional 
Facility inmate complained 
in July that a food-service 
worker approached him 
about arranging to kill an in-
mate held at another facility, 
Schroeder said. The worker 
is banned from prison prop-
erty, he said, but hasn’t been 
arrested.

Corrections Department 

spokesman Russ Marlan 
confirmed that an Aramark 
employee was banned from 
Kinross for “alleged criminal 
behavior.” Aramark spokes-
woman Karen Cutler said 
she wouldn’t comment on an 
active police investigation.

“This is bizarre,” Mel 
Grieshaber, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Correc-
tions Organization union 
that represents prison em-
ployees, said of the allega-
tion at Kinross Correctional 

Facility.
Aramark’s work and its 

three-year, $145 million con-
tract with Michigan have 
been under scrutiny. Michi-
gan fined the company 
$200,000 last month for un-
approved menu substitu-
tions, inadequate staffing 
and employee misconduct. 
An independent monitor is 
in place. Ohio also has fined 
Aramark for similar contract 
violations.

Michigan’s contract with 

Aramark runs through Sept. 
30, 2016. Democrats have 
called on Republican Gov. 
Rick Snyder to cancel the 
deal, saying problems were 
inevitable because of high 
turnover and lower pay for 
private workers who replaced 
roughly 370 state employees. 

The governor has defend-
ed the decision to stick with 
the food vendor, saying the 
state is on pace to save $14 
million a year through priva-
tization. 

“The Aramark scandal 
has now crossed over into 
the territory of a bad prime-
time soap opera, except that 
in reality this governor con-
tinues to put the safety of 
state employees at risk and 
waste taxpayer dollars on a 
failed experiment in privati-
zation,” Democratic guber-
natorial candidate Mark 
Schauer said in a statement. 
“When will this governor re-
alize that enough is 
enough?” 

Police say prison worker suspected of seeking hit

local school districts, where 
we offer specific programs” 
Harrison said. “It could be 
(details) of our employees 
(documentation) serving 
on nonprofit boards, like 
United Way, or work that 
we do promoting the area 
economy – so, time and en-
ergy spent on working with 

companies interested in 
coming to the communi-
ty.”

The board approved 
policy language for cam-
pus safety alerts, due pro-
cess, missing student noti-
fication and 
non-discrimination – 
which had to be done fol-
lowing the opening of 
Beckwith Hall, the col-
lege’s first student housing 
complex, Harrison said.

“All the policies were ba-
sically just being brought 
up to date, or new, because 
of the residence hall,” he 
said.

Federal law requires the 
missing student policy, for 
example. 

“Every year, those things 
get changed a bit by the 
federal government, and 
we have to change our poli-
cies, to be consistent,” Har-
rison said.

which he is a member, when 
the position was discussed, 
Mayor Hannah Anderson 
said. She said Hamlett had 
not made such an offer to 
the Parks Committee.

The motion passed, with 
Boyd voting casting the 
only dissenting vote. Coun-
cilman Bob Liskey was also 
absent.

Earlier in the meeting, 
Boyd questioned the $600 
invoice from the city’s build-
ing inspector, saying, “The 
city has never looked as bad 
as it does now.”

“We need to get on this 
guy and get some of these 
things fixed up,” Boyd said 
after naming a number of 
areas that he judged needed 

grass cutting, cars removed, 
siding repaired and build-
ings demolished.

City Manager Aaron An-
thony asked Boyd for his 
list, saying, “No one can be 
everywhere all of the time.”

The council approved a 
$4,200 bid for the demoli-
tion, for safety reasons, of a 
section of the elevated 
boardwalk that spans the 
top of the south dune at 
Weko Beach. That section 
had been condemned last 
February.

City Engineer Tom De-
neau agreed with the demo-
lition but recommended re-
connecting the two stairways 
to discourage people from 
jumping down the dune. 
Barnes said the project 
would be budgeted for in 
the future “but not before 
this winter.”

BRIDGMAN
From page A3

LMC
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Gurmej Singh, who is known as Artist Singh, 
poses with his painting along the Grand River 
in Grand Rapids. The annual ArtPrize art con-
test has permanently banned the stunt artist, 
saying he has broken public safety rules.

ArtPrize bans stunt artist
Belleville. She has a master’s 
degree from Grand Valley 
State University.

Former Lakeshore Schools 
Superintendent Gary Camp-
bell is serving as interim su-
perintendent in Coloma until 
a new superintendent is in 
place. The board expects to 
select the new top adminis-
trator by the end of Octo-
ber.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Ground-breaking set 
for church expansion

STEVENSVILLE — 
The Chapel, Evangelical 
Free Church on Washing-
ton Avenue will have a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for its new Children’s Edu-
cation Wing at noon Sun-
day. 

The wing, designed by 
Arkos Design of Mishawa-
ka, is being built in response 
to significant growth at the 
Chapel resulting in class-

room crowding, according 
to Kate Ott, Launch Com-
mittee chairwoman.

The 17,700-square-foot 
wing will include 11 class-
rooms and a large-muscle 
activity room that will house 
a year-round indoor play 
structure. There will also be 
enhanced security, in-class-
room restrooms, 11 offices 
and improved adult educa-
tion rooms. 

The overall budget will 
allow for many improve-
ments.
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