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Group asks 
governor to 
help block 
CVS’ Napier 
extension

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — A group 
of St. Joseph residents is 
asking Gov. Rick Snyder 
and other elected officials 
to help stop the proposed 
extension of Napier Avenue 
for a CVS pharmacy.

The residents also want a 
public hearing on the 150-
foot extension at the inter-
section of Napier and Niles 
Avenue.

David Snyder, leading a 
group called Real St. Jo-
seph, is calling on Snyder, 
state Rep. Al Pscholka and 
state Sen. John Proos to ask 
the Michigan Department 
of Transportation to deny 
the request from developers 
Eric Harvey and Jim Koch 
for the road extension.

The developers are work-
ing with MDOT on the 
road and a new traffic sig-
nal that would provide an 
entrance and exit for the 
CVS slated for the Florin 
Funeral Home site.

In a news release, David 
Snyder calls the extension a 
“Driveway of Greed” that 
would “cause dangerous ve-
hicular and pedestrian con-
ditions to go to one busi-
ness.”

Adding a stoplight would 
create “longer waits, more 
traffic with pollution and 
greater use of shortcuts via 
residential streets,” the re-
lease claims.

The developers say the in-
tersection, where 24,000 ve-
hicles pass daily, would be 
safer under their plan as it 
eliminates driveways on 

Niles and upgrades the in-
tersection.

Snyder said he has not 
heard back from the gover-
nor’s office or from Proos 
or Pscholka.

Snyder has been one of 
the vocal opponents of the 
construction of the 13,000 
square-foot pharmacy a few 
houses away from his ad-
dress at 2400 Niles. 

Petitions with a reported 
1,200 signatures were sub-
mitted asking that the proj-
ect be rejected by city offi-
cials.

Last month, St. Joseph 
city commissioners in a 3-2 
vote approved a planned 
unit development permit 
for the pharmacy. The city 
still has to sign off on a de-
tailed development plan, 
and MDOT has to green-
light the road extension.

Jason Latham, MDOT’s 
southwest regional manag-
er, said the agency doesn’t 
hold public hearings for this 
type of project.

With the hearings held by 
the city of St. Joseph, he 
said an additional hearing 
would be “a duplicated ef-
fort.”

He did meet with Snyder 
and other residents and said 
he understands their con-
cerns and promised to pass 
them along to the design 
engineer.

Engineers are reviewing 
the plans to determine “if  
it’s doable or not doable, 
safe or not safe,” Latham 
said. “If it’s not safe, we 
won’t do it.”

He said he had seen no 
flaws in the preliminary de-
sign.

Latham said a complete 
review could take another 
eight weeks.

Residents want  
hearing on proposed 
pharmacy driveway

ST. JOSEPH

How big a job?

By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Two lawyers running for 
a judgeship in Berrien 
County District Court 
found a lot of common 
ground during a candidate 
forum Tuesday night.

Donna Howard and Ste-
phen Smith also had some-
what different takes on the 
demands of the job they 
are seeking.

“I think our judges are 
asked to do a superhuman 
feat,” Smith said in re-
sponse to a question about 
what’s considered appro-

priate judicial demeanor.
Judges are expected to 

be steady and consistent, 
the same from one day to 
the next, he said.

“I think it’s a large task,” 
Smith said, one he looks 
forward to fulfilling.

Howard said she doesn’t 
view the job as superhu-
man, but as another aspect 
of being a lawyer.

“Everybody’s there (in 
court) because there’s a 
disagreement about some-
thing,” she said in the fo-
rum at Berrien County 
RESA offices.

A judge must be fair, al-
low everyone to be heard 

and uphold the statutes, 
Howard said.

Both candidates have ex-
tensive legal experience, 
Howard for 17 years and 
Smith for 16 years. They 
talked about their back-
ground and how they 
would draw on profession-
al experience to serve on 
the bench.

The forum was spon-
sored by the League of 
Women Voters of Berrien 
and Cass Counties. Each 
candidate was asked iden-
tical questions prepared by 
the league and Berrien 
County Bar Association.

Howard, 46, of Royalton 

Township is corporate 
counsel for Berrien County 
and worked for years in 
private  practice.

The 41-year-old Smith, 
who lives in Lincoln Town-
ship, is an attorney with 
the St. Joseph law firm of 
Troff, Petzke & Ammeson.

Smith is also involved in 
a number of community 
organizations, among them 
the board of the Berrien 
County Land Bank Au-
thority and the board of 
Lakeland Health Founda-
tion.

“If there’s one word to 

Berrien County judge candidates present cases at forum

BERRIEN SPRINGS

Berrien County Judge candidate Donna Howard responds to a 
question during a debate Tuesday at the Berrien RESA offices 
in Berrien Springs.

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Berrien County Judge candidate Stephen Smith answers a 
question during the debate.

Hagar Twp. sued over drowning
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

RIVERSIDE — The es-
tate of  a man who drowned 
in Lake Michigan in 2011 
is suing Hagar Township, 
Supervisor Izzy DiMaggio 
and Deborah Kelley, who 
was township clerk at the 
time.

According to court doc-
uments, the estate of  Rob-
ert Klepacki of  Chicago 
alleges that the township 
and its top officials failed 
to advise swimmers of 
specific rip current warn-
ings the day Klepacki 
died. Instead, the town-
ship provided general rip 
current warnings on a sign 
too small to be easily read 
by beachgoers, the suit 
filed in U.S. District Court 
alleges. The suit was filed 
recently by Margorzata 

Krawczyk, personal repre-
sentative for Klepacki’s 
estate.

Jim Straub of  Straub, 
Seaman and Allen of  St. 
Joseph, is the lawyer rep-
resenting the township, 
DiMaggio and Kelley. A 
written statement to The 
Herald Palladium from 
the township, sent through 
Straub Tuesday, said the 
parties will seek dismissal 
of  all claims in the law-
suit.

Klepacki, 45, drowned 
Aug. 28, 2011, in water off  
Hagar Township Park 
beach while his wife and 
then 3-year-old son were 
on shore. The lawsuit says 
Klepacki went swimming 
unaware that the National 
Weather Service had is-
sued a small craft advisory 
and rip current warnings. 
He was a strong swimmer 

but was caught and pulled 
under water by a powerful 
rip current, the suit says. 
His body was recovered 
about an hour later about 
a half-mile from where he 
was last seen.

The lawsuit alleges that 
the township posted no 
red flags at the beach, and 
that DiMaggio and Kelly, 
the township’s top offi-
cials, failed to warn beach-
goers of  the specific risk 
that day and failed to close 
the beach before, and af-
ter, Klepacki drowned.

A warning sign perma-
nently posted at the beach 
does nothing to notify 
beachgoers of  specific 
dangerous conditions on 
specific days, such as the 
day Klepacki drowned, 
the lawsuit says.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com,, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Don Campbell / HP staff

The estate of Robert Klepacki, 
who drowned in Lake Michi-
gan off Hagar Township Park 
beach three years ago, is suing 
the township, alleging that the 
sign with information about 
rip currents is too small and 
posted too high. 

BENTON HARBOR

New Products disputes taxes owed by former Modern Plastics
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Efforts to 
collect $476,000 in unpaid prop-
erty taxes from the former Mod-
ern Plastics Corp. in Benton 
Harbor have been put on hold.

Berrien County Treasurer 
Bret Witkowski said he either 
wants the property taxes paid 
by the current owner, New Prod-

ucts Corp. in Benton Harbor, or 
he wants to foreclose on the 
property so a new owner will 
pay them. The amount owed 
without penalties and interest is 
almost $264,000, he said.

But he said he’d much rather 
have New Products pay the bill.

“The last thing we want to do 
is foreclose on it,” Witkowski 
said.

New Products bought Mod-

ern Plastics, which was in bank-
ruptcy, in March 2013. Modern 
Plastics closed in 2008 and is 
next to New Products. 

Witkowski said he has already 
dispersed money to several local 
units of government. He said if  
no one pays the taxes, the units 
of government will have to re-
pay the county.

The former 
Modern Plastics 
Corp. building in 
Benton Harbor. 
The plant and 
property have 
been part of a 
bankruptcy pro-
tection case.
Don Campbell / HP staff

See NEW PRODUCTS, page A10

See CVS, page A10

See FORUM, page A10
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .62º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .42º
Record High . . . . . . 84º in 1962
Record Low . . . . . . 24º in 1993
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.43"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.26"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.49"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 20.99"
Normal year to date . . . . 29.43"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:59 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:03 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 12:07 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:42 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy 
skies with a 50% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
60º, humidity of 88%. Southeast 
wind 5 mph. Expect cloudy 
skies tonight with a 40% chance 
of showers, overnight low of 
50º. North wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Today, northwest winds 10 to 15 kt becoming north 15 to 25 kt. 
Chance of showers. Waves 3 to 6 ft occasionally to 8 ft. Water 
temperature 52 degrees. Tonight, north winds 15 to 25 kt.
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This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Few Showers
61º / 50º

Friday

Mostly Sunny
63º / 47º

Saturday

Partly Cloudy
56º / 43º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
54º / 42º

Today

Few Showers
60º

Tonight

Few Showers
50º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with scattered showers, 
highs in the low 50s. North wind 15 to 20 mph. Partly cloudy to 
cloudy skies will continue Thursday with isolated showers.

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with scattered showers, 
highs in the mid-60s. South southeast wind 6 mph. Partly cloudy to 
cloudy skies will continue Thursday with scattered showers. 

Does lightning strike land a 
lot more often than at sea??

Answer: Yes, due to storms 
developing more frequently over land.

Last
10/15

New
10/23

First
10/30

Full
11/6

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 22
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Oct. 15, 2014
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1989

Singapore Films will move its 
international and domestic film 
and video production headquar-
ters from South Haven to 415 
Main St., St. Joseph, company 
officials announced Friday. Sin-
gapore’s production and busi-
ness offices have been housed in 
100,000 square feet of the for-
mer Everett Piano Co. 

35 years ago – 1979
Fairplain Plaza merchants 

served coffee and cake to shop-
pers Saturday in honor of the 
plaza’s 21st birthday.

Brenda Roberts, 18, of Galien 
and Dennis Dasse, 17 of Baroda 
were named 1979 Outstanding 
4-H members Saturday at the 
Fall Recognition Night held by 

Berrien County 4-H at the Youth 
Memorial Building at the Ber-
rien County fairgrounds in Ber-
rien Springs. Miss Roberts is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Roberts of Galien, and Dasse is 
the son of Mr. an Mrs. Duane 
Dasse of Baroda.

50 years ago – 1964
St. Joseph city commission-

ers Monday night authorized 
the purchase of  thee lots at 
Lake Boulevard and Market 
Street for $70,000 as the site of 
the Maud Preston Palenske 
Memorial Library. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in the 
spring on the library, which has 
been made possible by a 
$225,000 gift from industrialist 
Fred C. Palenske as a memorial 
to his late wife.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 15, 
the 288th day of  2014. There 
are 77 days left in the year. 

Highlight in History:
On Oct. 15, 1914, the Clayton 

Antitrust Act, which expanded 
on the Sherman Antitrust Act 
of  1890, was signed into law by 
President Woodrow Wilson. 

On this date:
In 1860, 11-year-old Grace 

Bedell of  Westfield, New York, 
wrote a letter to presidential 
candidate Abraham Lincoln, 
suggesting he could improve his 
appearance by growing a 
beard.

In 1917, Dutch dancer Mata 
Hari, convicted of  spying for 
the Germans, was executed by a 
French firing squad outside 

Paris.
In 1946, Nazi war criminal 

Hermann Goering (GEH’-re-
eng) fatally poisoned himself  
hours before he was to have 
been executed.

In 1954, Hurricane Hazel 
made landfall on the Carolina 
coast as a Category 4 storm; 
Hazel was blamed for some 
1,000 deaths in the Caribbean, 
95 in the U.S. and 81 in Cana-
da.

In 1969, peace demonstrators 
staged activities across the 
country as part of  a “moratori-
um” against the Vietnam War.

In 1991, despite sexual ha-
rassment allegations by Anita 
Hill, the Senate narrowly con-
firmed the nomination of  Clar-
ence Thomas to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, 52-48.

At issue is $119,206 for 
Benton Harbor and $80,384 
for Benton Harbor Area 
Schools. He said those units 
are cash-strapped and can’t 
afford to repay the money.

Other entities that would 
have to repay the county are 
the State of Michigan Edu-
cation Fund ($24,285), Ber-
rien County ($22,967), Ber-
rien RESA ($9,657) and 
Lake Michigan College 
($7,216).

The foreclosure case to 
collect property taxes on two 
of the seven Modern Plas-
tics parcels was scheduled to 
be heard Monday by Berrien 
County Trial Court Judge 
John Donahue.

But shortly before the 
hearing, the treasurer’s office 
said it wanted to dismiss the 
case and would bring it back 
up in a case that involved all 
of the parcels.

Attorney Mark Demor-
est, who was representing 
New Products, objected. He 
said New Products spent a 
lot of time and money pre-
paring for the case and was 
ready to move forward.

“The issues aren’t going to 
go away,” he said. “The trea-
surer is still pursuing fore-
closure on these two parcels. 
... It’s just kicking the can 
down the road.”

If the case is dismissed, he 
said the treasurer’s office 
should reimburse New Prod-
ucts for the cost of attorney’s 
fees and other costs.

Berrien County Corpo-
rate Counsel Donna How-
ard said she has never heard 
of a judge assessing costs 
and fees against the treasurer 
for giving more time to a 
property owner to pay taxes.

She said New Products ei-
ther needs to pay the prop-
erty taxes or allow the fore-
closure to proceed.

“You can’t have it both 
ways,” she said.

Demorest said the case is 
not that simple. He said 
there are questions about 
how much tax is actually 
owed, and he was ready to 
present information on why.

After the hearing, he said 
in a emailed statement that 
there are errors in the prop-

erty tax descriptions of the 
seven parcels. He said some 
portions of the property are 
being taxed twice while oth-
er portions are not being 
taxed at all.

“New Products Corp., as 
the holder of the mortgage 
on the Modern Plastics 
property, wanted to get these 
legal issues resolved today, 
without further delay, so 
that New Products can know 
what taxes (if any) are owed 
and proceed with its plans to 
redevelop the property,” he 
said.

Donahue dismissed the 
case, but he also ordered the 
treasurer’s office to pay for 
costs incurred by New Prod-
ucts while preparing for the 
case. He gave Demorest 28 
days to file the costs with the 
court.

Donahue said he hopes 
both parties can get together 
and work out an agreement.

“I’m not happy,” he said. 
“This is really kicking many 
of these issues down the 
road.”

After the hearing, Wit-
kowski said he will work 
with New Products to either 
pay the taxes owed or to set 
up a payment plan.

He said he understands 
that New Products doesn’t 
want to pay taxes on a prop-
erty that has an inaccurate 
land description. But he said 
his office has nothing to do 
with land descriptions.

Cheryl Miller, CEO and 
president of New Products, 
said after the hearing that 
she just wants the mistakes 
corrected.

“I am a problem solver,” 
she said. “I want to get the 
issues resolved. The deeds 
don’t match the tax descrip-
tion. The tax description 
doesn’t match the tax maps. 
How do you collect taxes 
twice on a property? That’s 
not correct.”

She said any future court 
case will have to deal with 
the same issues.

“They (Berrien County) 
must follow the process,” she 
said. “They need to do things 
correctly and they’re not 
above the law. These mis-
takes took place before New 
Products acquired the prop-
erty.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

NEW PRODUCTS
From page A1

“If this was just a drive-
way, it would be a piece of 
cake,” Latham said. With 
the additional signal at a 
busy intersection “this is a 
little more complex.”

City officials decided last 

summer that the driveway, 
if  built, would be a private 
road rather than a public 
right-of-way. That means 
the developers must work 
with MDOT, and they will 
be responsible for its main-
tenance.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

CVS
From page A1

take away tonight it’s ‘ser-
vice,’” Smith said in his 
closing remarks. “Our 
judges provide an extraor-
dinary service to the coun-
ty.”

Howard said she had 
three words for the audi-
ence – experience, respect 
and integrity.

Experience gained work-
ing in private practice and 
as the county’s lawyer pre-
pared her to be a judge, 
Howard said.

The candidates answered 
questions about the coun-
ty’s unified trial court sys-
tem, the types of cases they 
would be particularly well 
qualified to adjudicate, and 
explained the legal concept 
of burden of proof.

Smith and Howard talk-
ed about the rule of law 
when asked the meaning of 
the phrase, “ours is a gov-
ernment of laws, not men.”

Howard said a judge’s 
personal beliefs should 

never enter into a decision.  
Judges must apply the stat-
utes in the way the Legisla-
ture intended, she said.

Smith agreed that a judge 
must always consider legis-
lative intent.

“The country functioned 
so well for centuries be-
cause we are a government 
of law, not men,” Smith 
said.

The candidates were 
asked how much and in 
what way a judge’s personal 
opinions influence his or 
her decision making.

“I think the task for a 
judge is to remove personal 
opinions,” Smith said.

While judges have an op-
portunity to speak to legis-
lators who write the laws, 
there’s no place for those 
opinions in the courtroom, 
he said.

Howard approached the 
question from a rule-of-law 
perspective, saying that a 
judge will have opinions 
like anyone else.

“We don’t live in a vacu-
um and we’re not robots,” 
she said.

But that’s different from 

applying a personal opin-
ion, which a judge must 
avoid, Howard said.

The candidates are vying 
for a six-year term in a po-
sition now held by Judge 
Scott Schofield. He is un-
opposed in running for a 
circuit court seat now held 
by Judge John Dewane.

Dewane cannot seek an-
other term because of a 
provision in the Michigan 
Constitution that bars can-
didates from running for 
judge after turning 70.

Howard has been corpo-
rate counsel for Berrien 
County since 2010. She 
provides legal advice to 
county officials in a range 
of areas, including con-
tracts, and handles litiga-
tion.

Prior to working for the 
county, Howard was a se-
nior associate with the St. 
Joseph law firm of Straub, 
Seaman & Allen. During 
her six years with the firm, 
Howard provided legal rep-
resentation for several local 
governments and the coun-
ty.

A Berrien County native, 

she obtained her law degree 
at Wayne State University 
and a bachelor’s degree in 
economics at the Universi-
ty of Michigan.

She and her husband, 
Rich Howard, have three 
children. Dr. Rudy Bacolor, 
her father, worked for years 
in the Twin Cities prior to 
his retirement.

Smith has worked for 
Troff, Petzke & Ammeson 
since 2007, and focuses on 
real estate matters.

Smith obtained his law 
degree at Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington, 
D.C., and a bachelor’s de-
gree in government and 
economics at the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame.

He practiced law in the 
Washington area for nine 
years, including one year as 
an ethics attorney with the 
U.S. Department of Com-
merce. 

Smith is a former chair-
man of the board of the 
Berrien County Republi-
can Party. He and his wife, 
Gina, have three children.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken

FORUM
From page A1

Rights group says Iraq  
Shiite militias killing Sunnis
By VIVIAN SALAMA AND 
SAMEER N. YACOUB
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s 
Shiite militias have abduct-
ed and killed scores of Sun-
ni civilians with the tacit 
support of the government 
in retaliation for Islamic 
State group attacks, Am-
nesty International said 
Tuesday, as a suicide car 
bombing claimed by the 
Sunni extremists killed 23 
people, including a Shiite 
lawmaker.

The Shiite militiamen 
number in the tens of thou-
sands and wear military 
uniforms but operate out-
side any legal framework 
and without any official 
oversight, the London-
based watchdog said, add-
ing that they are not prose-
cuted for the crimes. 

The accusations were 
based on interviews with 
relatives of victims and sur-
vivors who claimed that 
members of four prominent 
Iraqi Shiite militias — Asaib 
Ahl al-Haq, the Badr Bri-
gades, the Mahdi Army, 
and Ketaeb Hizbollah — 
were behind many abduc-
tions and killings of Sunnis 
in the country, the rights 

group said in a 28-page re-
port, entitled “Absolute Im-
punity: Militia Rule in 
Iraq.” 

Sunni grievances have 
metastasized since the U.S.-
led invasion that toppled 
Saddam Hussein in 2003 
and handed power to the 
long-oppressed Shiite ma-
jority. Sunni anger helped 
fuel the rampage across 
northern and western Iraq 
by the Islamic State group 
and the onslaught has ag-
gravated sectarian tensions 
elsewhere, again driving 
Iraq to the brink of civil 
war. 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq and the 
Hezbollah Brigades were 
among a group of Shiite 
militias backed by Iran that 
carried out lethal attacks 
against U.S. bases in June 
2012. 

A spokesman for the Iraqi 
military, Brig. Gen. Saad 
Maan Ibrahim, dismissed 
the Amnesty report, saying 
that the government would 
“in no way be an accom-
plice for killing its own citi-
zens.” He added that the 
Iraqi government and its 
military “do not support 
any group, including mili-
tias, which work to kill in-
nocent people.”

Amnesty says the fate of 
many of the Sunni abduct-
ees remains unknown and 
that some captives have 
been killed even after their 
families paid ransoms of 
$80,000 and more. 

Waleed Khalid, a shop 
owner in Baghdad’s Sunni-
majority Slueikh district, 
was headed to Sadr City for 
his weekly trip to restock 
his store when he received a 
call Monday from a Shiite 
friend warning that the mi-
litias were out in force, kid-
napping Sunnis they came 
across in the Shiite strong-
hold.  

“He told me not to come,” 
Khalid told The Associated 
Press Tuesday, adding that 
one of his neighbors was re-
cently kidnapped, and Shi-
ite militias have allegedly 
demanded $60,000 from his 
family for his release. 

The Amnesty report un-
derscores an apparent new 
layer in the complex vio-
lence that has gripped Iraq 
since the Islamic State 
group’s lightening offensive 
this summer. The Sunni 
militants seized large swaths 
of territory in Iraq and Syr-
ia, carving out a self-styled 
caliphate, imposing strict 
Islamic law and expelling 

hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis of religious and other 
minorities from their 
homes. 

After Iraq’s second-larg-
est city, Mosul, fell to the 
militants in June, then-
Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki called upon volun-
teers to reinforce the 
humiliated military, and 
many Shiite militias quickly 
reported for duty. But with 
different leaders and divid-
ed loyalties among the mili-
tias, they were impossible to 
control. 

Sectarian violence has 
been relatively subdued in 
the capital compared with 
the bloodshed during the 
2006-2006 civil war. How-
ever, the Islamic State group 
has claimed responsibility 
for a number of attacks on 
Shiite neighborhoods in the 
capital in recent weeks. 

On Tuesday, Ahmed al-
Khafaji, a Shiite lawmaker, 
was among 32 people killed 
when a suicide bomber 
rammed his explosives-lad-
en car into a military check-
point in Baghdad’s northern 
Khazimiyah neighborhood. 
At least 52 people were 
wounded in the attack, po-
lice and hospital officials 
said. 


