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the structure unless it ob-
tains control, he said.

The county board formal-
ized by resolution a decision 
made two weeks ago to post-
pone until December the 
time to reconsider a possible 
takeover of the county road 
commission.

The board on Oct. 9 
agreed to delay the review. 
Commissioners said they 
are satisfied with the pace  
of improvement at the road 
agency.

The resolution modified 
one approved in March that 
recognized positive changes 
taking place at the road 
commission and said a take-
over at that time would not 
be in the best interest of the 
public.

The original resolution re-
quired reconsideration of 
the question in October.

The issue of a possible 
takeover surfaced last year 
when the road commission 

was working to get its house 
in order after sweeping 
changes made in 2012.

In the wake of an inde-
pendent investigator’s report 
that found serious manage-
ment problems and other is-
sues, the county board fired 
two of the five road com-
missioners while a third re-
signed.

Three managers left their 
positions as a result of the 
shakeup, and the county 
board closely scrutinized the 
road commission for a peri-
od.

The board approved a 
three-year contract with the 
St. Joseph law firm of Arm-
strong, Betker and Schaeffer 
PLC to provide legal defense 
services for indigent juve-
niles charges with crimes.

The firm is to be paid 
$50,000 for services in 2015, 
and $53,000 annually in 
2016 and 2017. Formerly 
Armstrong Law LLC, the 
firm currently holds the con-
tract.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken
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roads next year. He said 
the money from the levy 
wouldn’t be collected until 
December 2015.

He defended the money 
spent on the Township 
Hall expansion, saying the 
hall didn’t have enough 
storage and was outdated.

“It was necessary to do 
it,” he said. “The hall is not 
large enough yet, but it’s 
adequate for what we’re 
doing. We need more space 
for storage.”

He said more people 
were attending township 
meetings a few years ago, 
which further necessitated 
the expansion.

“We’re very careful in 
how we spend the taxpay-
ers’ money,” he said.

Bixby said he agreed 
with Schneider in one re-
spect: He said county, state 
and federal governments 
don’t do enough to fix 
roads.
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For example, some instruc-
tors may want to focus on 
group discussions, which will 
dictate the overall setting and 
furniture, “based on what 
type of teaching they’re do-
ing in those classrooms,” she 
said.

Erdman said about 50 
classrooms will be refur-
bished.

The Learning Resource 
Center project will focus on 
combining all the college’s 
various support services – 
such as its honors and transi-
tional studies programs – un-
der one roof, Erdman said.

“What it does is, it has stu-
dents of all varieties and aca-

demic levels involved togeth-
er,” she said.

Other projects include 
$295,734 for miscellaneous 
classroom improvements that 
don’t fall into the bigger $2.5 
million project, and $363,359 
for a full-time adjunct and 
faculty service center, accord-
ing to LMC’s meeting infor-
mation packet.

However, no construction 
would likely happen before 
2016 because LMC will still 

need approval from the gov-
ernor’s office to proceed, 
Harrison said.

“We’d hire architects to do 
the design work, and work 
with faculty, staff and stu-
dents over the changes that 
we’re proposing – that takes 
about a year,” he said.

The governor’s office would 
then review the final docu-
ments, “and then say, ‘OK, 
go ahead,’ so there’s a ways to 
go,” Harrison said.
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Prosecutors: Michigan 
girl meant to kill family

Chimney fire damages 
Watervliet house

WATERVLIET — Dam-
age was contained to the 
attic and roof of  a home in 
Watervliet on Wednesday 
after a fire started in the 
chimney.

Fire Chief  Dan Jones 
said his department was 
called at 9:03 a.m. to a sin-
gle-family house at 2845 N. 
M-140 owned by James 
and Peggy Hoida. He said 
the family heats with wood 
and a clogged chimney 
caused fire to penetrate 

through the chimney and 
into the attic and roof.

“This is a good time to 
remind people to have their 
chimney cleaned before 
burning wood,” Jones said.

Damage is estimated at 
about $10,000. Firefighters 
cleared the scene at 10:47 
a.m.

Veteran listening 
session scheduled 

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The federal Department 
of  Veterans Affairs an-
nounced it will hold a vet-

eran listening session from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
30 at VFW Post 1137, 2616 
Napier Ave., Benton Town-
ship.

VA staff  members will be 
present to answer questions 
about Operation Enduring 
Freedom,  Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Operation New 
Dawn, health care and 
mental health benefits, 
pharmacy, and other ar-
eas.

VA officials said they 
want to hear veterans’ com-
ments, ideas and to answer 
questions.

By COREY WILLIAMS
Associated Press

PLYMOUTH TOWN-
SHIP, Mich. — A 15-year-
old suburban Detroit girl 
accused of stabbing her 
younger brother as part of 
a plot to kill her family so 
that she could run off  with 
a 23-year-old man was or-
dered held on $1 million 
bond Thursday.

The girl, who is facing 
adult charges of assault 
with intent to murder and 
conspiracy to commit mur-
der in last Friday’s attack, 
wore a red jail jumpsuit at 
her hearing, which her par-
ents attended.

Michael Rivera, who 
prosecutors and the girl’s 
parents describe as her boy-
friend, was ordered held on 
$1 million bond Sunday. 
He faces the same charges 
as the girl, plus a felonious 
assault charge.

Prosecutors say the girl 
stabbed her brother in the 
throat and tried to stab 
her younger sister. The 
boy was treated at a hos-
pital. Prosecutors contend 
that during the attack, Ri-
vera was outside the girl’s 
Plymouth Township home 
sending text messages in-

structing her.
“He was using her to do 

his dirty work. She was un-
der this man’s spell,” the 
girl’s mother told reporters 
after the hearing.

The girl’s parents said 
she and Rivera were in a 
sexual relationship. The 
Associated Press isn’t nam-
ing the girl or her family 
members because prosecu-
tors said they may file sex 
charges against Rivera, 
since the girl is a minor.

The parents said the girl 
met Rivera earlier this year 
through social media. They 
said they first learned about 
the relationship after their 
daughter ran away from 
home this summer.

“I think it was a big se-
cret. I didn’t know about 
him,” her mother said.

The couple said they ad-
opted the girl and her two 
younger siblings from Po-
land when she was 4 1/2 
years old. They said she 
had been receiving treat-
ment for depression and 
ADHD.

“She’s never been violent 
in the past. We had no clue 
this was going to happen,” 
her mother said. “She’s get-
ting psychiatric counseling. 
She’s on medications. We’ve 

done everything in our 
power to help her.”

Defense attorney Leslie 
Posner told reporters that 
the girl and her siblings 
were physically abused in 
Poland, eventually removed 
from their home in that 
country and later adopted 
by the Michigan family.

“They came from a very, 
very, very bad background,” 
the lawyer said, referring to 
the abuse that allegedly 
came from the children’s 
biological parents. “They 
were locked in closets. They 
were beaten.”

The parents in Michigan 
said they are supporting 
their daughter despite the 
charges. If  released on 
bond, the judge said the 
girl can’t have any contact 
with her siblings and must 
wear a GPS monitor.

She made eye contact 
with her parents several 
times during the hearing.

“Your honor, we have a 
very strong bond with our 
daughter,” her mother 
said.

Court records did not list 
a lawyer for Rivera on 
Thursday.

Preliminary hearings for 
both him and the girl are 
scheduled for Oct. 31.
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“What it does is, it has 
students of all varieties 
and academic levels 
involved together.”

ANNE ERDMAN
VP of admin. services adnum=60560675
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“OVERWEIGHT and OBESITY 
have reached EPIDEMIC 
PROPORTIONS in the US. 
Approximately 300,000 
DEATHS A YEAR in this country 
are currently associated with 
overweight and obesity.”

 - Foreword From the Surgeon General

Obesity is one of the greatest health threats  
currently facing our population


