
Herald Palladium 10/24/2014

Copyright (c)2014 The Herald-Palladium 10/24/2014 October 27, 2014 2:06 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

FRIDAY, October 24, 2014 The Herald-Palladium A3

LOCAL & STATE
SJ downtown map expected to be a hot item
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph Today and the Down-
town Development Author-
ity think that a new map and 
business directory is going 
to be a popular item, and 
they want to make sure they 
have plenty on hand.

The DDA on Thursday 
reviewed with St. Joseph To-
day Executive Director Jill 
Stone bids for printing the 
brochure, designed by Beth 
Mandarino of Mandarino 
Graphics. It will be displayed 
in downtown kiosks, and be 
available at the Welcome 
Center, the Southwest Mich-
igan Tourist Council and 
participating businesses.

Proposals were received 
from Holland Litho, Mod-
ern Printing, Oscar’s Print-
ing and Revolution Design 
for printing quantities of 
2,500, 5,000 and 10,000 of 
the four-color, 17-by-11 inch 
two-sided directory.

With the interest from 
businesses, hotels and visi-
tors, Stone said that 2,500 
would be “gone in a fl ash,” 
and she recommended hav-
ing 10,000 on hand for the 
fi rst run.

Susan Solon, St. Joseph’s 
marketing and communica-
tions director, said she would 
like to include 4,500 copies 
to be included in the annual 
calendar distributed to resi-
dents.

DDA board member Deb 

Sailor thought residents, es-
pecially newcomers and re-
tirees, would like having 
their own copy of the map.

“I’ve been here nine years 
and I had no idea all of this 
was here,” said Sailor, man-
ager of Jimmy John’s sub 
shop downtown.

Mayor Mike Garey said 
the city could pick up the 
cost for 5,000 maps in its 
marketing budget, with the 
DDA picking up the cost for 
the run of 10,000.

The DDA decided to ac-
cept the bid from Modern 
Printing in St. Joseph with 
the stipulation that the busi-
ness become a St. Joseph 
Today member. Oscar’s and 
Revolution Design, also in 
St. Joseph, both pay dues to 

belong to St. Joseph Today. 
They submitted bids slightly 
higher than Modern Print-
ing.

Modern Printing quoted 
a price of $1,395 for 10,000 
directories. Stone said they 
might be able to get a dis-
count with a quantity of 
15,000.

It should take about a 
week to get the directories 
printed, Stone said, and she 
would like to have them 
available before the start of 
the holiday season.

The brochure includes a 
map of the downtown, a list 
of attractions and annual 
events, and a directory of 
businesses.

Stone said that they 
couldn’t list all of the doz-

ens of events that take place 
in and around downtown 
over the course of a year, 
and she suggested limiting it 
to those sponsored by the 
city or St. Joseph Today.

DDA members opted to 
include the Krasl Art Fair, 
the Blossomtime parade, the 
Concours classic car show 
and the Tri-State Regatta 
because they draw so many 
people to St. Joseph.

Mandarino tweaked the 
design so that the Krasl Art 
Center and the St. Joseph 
library are pictured. Arrows 
point to nearby attractions 
such as the Harbor Shores 
resort and the Benton Har-
bor Arts District.

Stone said she expects the 
directory can be updated 

yearly as businesses move in 
and events change.

City Manager Richard 
Lewis reported that, accord-
ing to the annual audit, the 
DDA has a reserve fund of 
around $75,000. Some of 
that will be used for bring-
ing directional signs down-
town, the next step in the 
DDA’s way-fi nding project, 
he said.

He said the DDA needs to 
keep 25 percent of its annual 
operating costs in the reserve 
fund. In the last fi scal year, 
the DDA spent $52,796.

The DDA collects a mill-
age from properties within 
its boundaries to fund its 
operations.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0362, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

3 St. Joseph High 
students arrested 
for having marijuana
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Three stu-
dents were arrested at St. Jo-
seph High School Wednes-
day and charged with 
marijuana possession follow-
ing a report of possible drug 
use near the school, St. Jo-
seph police said.

Two of the students are ju-
veniles and their names are 
not being released by police. 
The name of the third is be-
ing withheld pending autho-
rization of charges.

Police received a call at 
8:40 a.m. about possible drug 
activity in vehicles parked at 
the Westview Apartments at 
2700 Lakeshore Drive.

Offi cers were unable to 
fi nd the vehicles or suspects, 
but witnesses provided a de-
scription and the direction 
they took when they left.

Police found the vehicles in 
the high school parking lot 
and contacted administra-
tors, who helped locate and 
interview the students, who 
consented to having the ve-
hicles searched.

The search turned up 

about four grams of mari-
juana (about one-eighth of 
an ounce), along with drug 
paraphernalia and a quarter 
of a fi fth of vodka. The stu-
dents were arrested and later 
turned over to their parents.

Principal Kevin Riggs said 
that, due to privacy laws, he 
could not state what sanc-
tions the students have re-
ceived at this point, adding 
that the school followed the 
student handbook.

Riggs said the district poli-
cy allows for a10-day out-of-
school suspension for a fi rst 
offense of possessing drugs 
or being under the infl uence 
on school grounds, and stu-
dents would be recommend-
ed for expulsion for a second 
offense. A student caught 
buying or selling drugs would 
be recommended for expul-
sion on the fi rst offense.

Students under suspension 
are not allowed to attend or 
participate in extracurricular 
events, such as an athletic 
event or a dance, and athletes 
can be barred for part of a 
season, Riggs said.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Berrien sets tax apportionment
By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County commissioners 
Thursday approved the 
2014 property tax millage 
spread for the county, local 
governments and other tax 
units.

The county board is re-
quired to vote in October of 
each year to apportion 
property taxes to be raised 
by each taxing jurisdiction.

The tax spread was dis-
cussed by the board last 
week and approved without 
comment as part of the 
weekly consent calendar.

The county tax levies re-
main the same as 2013. The 
general county levy is 4.7723 
mills; law enforcement, 

0.35-mill; 911 emergency 
telephone, 0.45-mill; senior 
citizen center operations, 
0.30-mill; and county parks, 
0.10-mill.

The tax spread, prepared 
by the county Equalization 
Department, also approves 
millage requests from cities, 
villages, townships, librar-
ies, school districts and oth-
ers.

Also as part of the con-
sent calendar, the county 
board approved the drain 
special assessment rolls for 
2014. The total for drain as-
sessments around the coun-
ty is nearly $2.68 million. 
The fi gures represents drain 
projects and maintenance.

The board voted to au-
thorize the Community De-
velopment Department to 

submit an application for a 
grant of up to $1.7 million 
to demolish run-down and 
abandoned buildings in 
Benton Harbor.

The grant will be sought 
from the Michigan State 
Housing Development Au-
thority, which has income 
funding available from  
Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program 2.

The Berrien County Land 
Bank Authority and Ben-
ton Harbor participated 
jointly in the three-year 
NSP 2, receiving nearly $14 
million to raze 242 dilapi-
dated houses, and to reha-
bilitate others and build 
new housing.

While county offi cials 
have said some of the grant 
money, if received, could be 

used to demolish the former 
Mercy Center in Benton 
Harbor, such talk may be 
premature.

The building is now con-
trolled by a Florida bank, 
and tax dollars would be 
used for demolition only if  
the county gained owner-
ship through tax foreclosure 
or in some other way, Ad-
ministrator Bill Wolf said.

Wolf said his brother, 
Winn Wolf, bought the 
building about 20 years ago 
and rented out space. The 
bank gained control several 
years ago, Bill Wolf said, 
though his brother’s name 
remains on paperwork.

The county will not com-
mit money to tearing down 

Lake Michigan College’s $17 million vision

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Lecture hall renova-
tions and heating, ventila-
tion and cooling system 
upgrades lead a wish list 
of  improvements Lake 
Michigan College is sub-
mitting for state funding 
help.

LMC’s Board of  Trust-
ees approved the list this 
week as part of  a $16.9 
million capital outlay 
grant application. If  it 
succeeds, LMC will have 
to match half  the 
amount.

LMC President Bob 
Harrison said that the col-
lege’s proposal is one of 
three being recommended 

for capital grant funding.
“They (the state legisla-

ture) will have to deter-
mine what they’d like to 
include in a bill. They’ve 
got a joint committee that 
does this, so they have to 
go through the (Michigan) 
House and Senate,” Har-
rison said.

What happens next de-
pends on how the legisla-
ture’s calendar unfolds af-
ter the November general 
election, Harrison said.

“They could take up a 
capital outlay bill at that 
time, or they might wait 
until the fi rst of  the year, 
when a new legislature is 
seated,” he said.

The college had already 
submitted a project list, 
but decided to fi ne-tune 
the numbers, “for infl a-
tionary dollars,” he said.

The projects chosen re-
fl ect various needs at the 

Napier campus, said Anne 
Erdman, LMC’s vice pres-
ident of  administrative 
services.

Topping the list, in dol-
lar terms, is the $5.4 mil-
lion renovation of  LMC’s 
two large lecture halls and 
Student Success Center.

The halls will be gutted, 
“and made into two fl oors, 
as opposed to one,” Erd-
man said. “We’ll still have 
lecture halls – but proba-
bly a little bit smaller be-
cause we don’t need quite 
as large a space. That will 
allow us to capture the 
space above for the Stu-
dent Success Center.”

Next up is a $4.3 million 
upgrade of  the Napier 
campus’s heating, ventila-
tion and air-conditioning 
system – plus its boilers, 
chiller and air handling 
units.

“This was the number 

one measure: ‘what would 
be a good learning envi-
ronment for students?’” 
Erdman said. “The HVAC 
system falls into that 
bracket because it’s not 
just a sense of  comfort, 
but it’s (also) going to be 
used in the classroom.”

The application budgets 
$2.5 million for classroom 
improvements, including 
ceilings and lighting sys-
tems – $2.1 million of  that 
to renovate the Learning 
Resource Center.

“Every classroom that 
has not been refurbished 
on the Napier campus will 
be redone. The faculty will 
be involved. They’re going 
to be telling us, ‘How do 
you want it to be (confi g-
ured) for the kind of 
teaching that you do in 
the classroom?’” she said.

Berrien Township voters 
eye road tax proposal

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN CENTER — 
Berrien Township offi cials 
see their road tax proposal as 
a compromise way to fi nd 
money to fi x township roads, 
but at least one township 
resident doesn’t see it that 
way.

If approved by voters Nov. 
4, the township will levy $36 
per parcel for four years, 
starting in 2015. The tax is 
expected to raise an estimat-
ed $90,000 in the fi rst year.

Supervisor Bryan Bixby 
said the plan further calls for 
the township to chip in 
$30,000 annually from the 
general fund. Specifi c roads 
would be targeted each year 
for new gravel and chip and 
seal projects, he said. The 
roads to be done in 2015 in-
clude sections of Smith, Fair-
land and Huckleberry 
Roads.

Township resident Otto 
Schneider said he not only 
doesn’t like taxes, but the 
government isn’t properly us-
ing the tax revenue it gets. 

“If they haven’t main-
tained the roads in 15 years, 
somebody’s not doing their 
job,” he said. 

He said he questions why 
the township spent money in 
2010 to enlarge the Township 
Hall when township offi cials 
knew roads needed work. 

“They blew $500,000 on a 

new Township Hall when it 
wasn’t necessary and not ap-
proved by voters,” he said. 
“Don’t give me the baloney 
about how they needed it be-
cause of all the people who 
come to meetings. No one 
comes to meetings. It’s just 
incompetence.”

Schneider said most peo-
ple would be against the road 
levy if they were aware of it, 
but he wonders if a lot of 
people even realize it’s on the 
ballot. 

“Most people don’t know 
what’s going on in the town-
ship, and the township 
doesn’t inform the people,” 
he said. “It gets frustrating. 
... I’ll be pleasantly surprised 
if it’s defeated.”

Bixby said he hasn’t heard 
much one way or another 
from residents.

“Some people like the idea. 
It doesn’t fi nancially strain 
them,” he said. “I’ve talked 
to a couple of farmers ... they 
like this idea better than a 
millage. We tried to make it 
something simple and not a 
millage. This is a little more 
palatable than a tax.”

If the levy passes, Bixby 
said, he hopes people will see 
roads getting fi xed and renew 
it in the future. 

“If that happens, we can 
be in a place in 10 to 12 years 
where the roads are in good 
shape,” he said. 

Bixby said that no matter 
what happens with the vote, 
the township still has the 
money to fi x designated 

Board seeks state help 
in building overhaul

Township seeks $36 per 
parcel in Nov. 4 election

See TAX, page A4

See VISION, page A4 See PROPOSAL, page A4

Don Campbell / HP staff

Emergency crews respond to a chemical spill Thursday along Niles Road in St. Joseph Township. Capt. Rockey Adams, haz-
mat team commander for the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department, said about 5-gallons of a corrosive liquid escaped the 
trailer after the load shifted when the driver suddenly applied his brakes. The material was in 55-gallon plastic barrels, of 
which 10-15 were damaged. Traffic was rerouted north of I-94 for several hours while the mess was cleaned up. Adams, 
countering initial news reports, said the incident had nothing to do with the nearby Nye’s Apple Barn.

CHEMICAL HAZZARD
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the structure unless it ob-
tains control, he said.

The county board formal-
ized by resolution a decision 
made two weeks ago to post-
pone until December the 
time to reconsider a possible 
takeover of the county road 
commission.

The board on Oct. 9 
agreed to delay the review. 
Commissioners said they 
are satisfied with the pace  
of improvement at the road 
agency.

The resolution modified 
one approved in March that 
recognized positive changes 
taking place at the road 
commission and said a take-
over at that time would not 
be in the best interest of the 
public.

The original resolution re-
quired reconsideration of 
the question in October.

The issue of a possible 
takeover surfaced last year 
when the road commission 

was working to get its house 
in order after sweeping 
changes made in 2012.

In the wake of an inde-
pendent investigator’s report 
that found serious manage-
ment problems and other is-
sues, the county board fired 
two of the five road com-
missioners while a third re-
signed.

Three managers left their 
positions as a result of the 
shakeup, and the county 
board closely scrutinized the 
road commission for a peri-
od.

The board approved a 
three-year contract with the 
St. Joseph law firm of Arm-
strong, Betker and Schaeffer 
PLC to provide legal defense 
services for indigent juve-
niles charges with crimes.

The firm is to be paid 
$50,000 for services in 2015, 
and $53,000 annually in 
2016 and 2017. Formerly 
Armstrong Law LLC, the 
firm currently holds the con-
tract.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken

TAX
From page A3

roads next year. He said 
the money from the levy 
wouldn’t be collected until 
December 2015.

He defended the money 
spent on the Township 
Hall expansion, saying the 
hall didn’t have enough 
storage and was outdated.

“It was necessary to do 
it,” he said. “The hall is not 
large enough yet, but it’s 
adequate for what we’re 
doing. We need more space 
for storage.”

He said more people 
were attending township 
meetings a few years ago, 
which further necessitated 
the expansion.

“We’re very careful in 
how we spend the taxpay-
ers’ money,” he said.

Bixby said he agreed 
with Schneider in one re-
spect: He said county, state 
and federal governments 
don’t do enough to fix 
roads.

PROPOSAL
From page A3

For example, some instruc-
tors may want to focus on 
group discussions, which will 
dictate the overall setting and 
furniture, “based on what 
type of teaching they’re do-
ing in those classrooms,” she 
said.

Erdman said about 50 
classrooms will be refur-
bished.

The Learning Resource 
Center project will focus on 
combining all the college’s 
various support services – 
such as its honors and transi-
tional studies programs – un-
der one roof, Erdman said.

“What it does is, it has stu-
dents of all varieties and aca-

demic levels involved togeth-
er,” she said.

Other projects include 
$295,734 for miscellaneous 
classroom improvements that 
don’t fall into the bigger $2.5 
million project, and $363,359 
for a full-time adjunct and 
faculty service center, accord-
ing to LMC’s meeting infor-
mation packet.

However, no construction 
would likely happen before 
2016 because LMC will still 

need approval from the gov-
ernor’s office to proceed, 
Harrison said.

“We’d hire architects to do 
the design work, and work 
with faculty, staff and stu-
dents over the changes that 
we’re proposing – that takes 
about a year,” he said.

The governor’s office would 
then review the final docu-
ments, “and then say, ‘OK, 
go ahead,’ so there’s a ways to 
go,” Harrison said.

VISION
From page A3

IN BRIEF

Prosecutors: Michigan 
girl meant to kill family

Chimney fire damages 
Watervliet house

WATERVLIET — Dam-
age was contained to the 
attic and roof of  a home in 
Watervliet on Wednesday 
after a fire started in the 
chimney.

Fire Chief  Dan Jones 
said his department was 
called at 9:03 a.m. to a sin-
gle-family house at 2845 N. 
M-140 owned by James 
and Peggy Hoida. He said 
the family heats with wood 
and a clogged chimney 
caused fire to penetrate 

through the chimney and 
into the attic and roof.

“This is a good time to 
remind people to have their 
chimney cleaned before 
burning wood,” Jones said.

Damage is estimated at 
about $10,000. Firefighters 
cleared the scene at 10:47 
a.m.

Veteran listening 
session scheduled 

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The federal Department 
of  Veterans Affairs an-
nounced it will hold a vet-

eran listening session from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
30 at VFW Post 1137, 2616 
Napier Ave., Benton Town-
ship.

VA staff  members will be 
present to answer questions 
about Operation Enduring 
Freedom,  Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Operation New 
Dawn, health care and 
mental health benefits, 
pharmacy, and other ar-
eas.

VA officials said they 
want to hear veterans’ com-
ments, ideas and to answer 
questions.

By COREY WILLIAMS
Associated Press

PLYMOUTH TOWN-
SHIP, Mich. — A 15-year-
old suburban Detroit girl 
accused of stabbing her 
younger brother as part of 
a plot to kill her family so 
that she could run off  with 
a 23-year-old man was or-
dered held on $1 million 
bond Thursday.

The girl, who is facing 
adult charges of assault 
with intent to murder and 
conspiracy to commit mur-
der in last Friday’s attack, 
wore a red jail jumpsuit at 
her hearing, which her par-
ents attended.

Michael Rivera, who 
prosecutors and the girl’s 
parents describe as her boy-
friend, was ordered held on 
$1 million bond Sunday. 
He faces the same charges 
as the girl, plus a felonious 
assault charge.

Prosecutors say the girl 
stabbed her brother in the 
throat and tried to stab 
her younger sister. The 
boy was treated at a hos-
pital. Prosecutors contend 
that during the attack, Ri-
vera was outside the girl’s 
Plymouth Township home 
sending text messages in-

structing her.
“He was using her to do 

his dirty work. She was un-
der this man’s spell,” the 
girl’s mother told reporters 
after the hearing.

The girl’s parents said 
she and Rivera were in a 
sexual relationship. The 
Associated Press isn’t nam-
ing the girl or her family 
members because prosecu-
tors said they may file sex 
charges against Rivera, 
since the girl is a minor.

The parents said the girl 
met Rivera earlier this year 
through social media. They 
said they first learned about 
the relationship after their 
daughter ran away from 
home this summer.

“I think it was a big se-
cret. I didn’t know about 
him,” her mother said.

The couple said they ad-
opted the girl and her two 
younger siblings from Po-
land when she was 4 1/2 
years old. They said she 
had been receiving treat-
ment for depression and 
ADHD.

“She’s never been violent 
in the past. We had no clue 
this was going to happen,” 
her mother said. “She’s get-
ting psychiatric counseling. 
She’s on medications. We’ve 

done everything in our 
power to help her.”

Defense attorney Leslie 
Posner told reporters that 
the girl and her siblings 
were physically abused in 
Poland, eventually removed 
from their home in that 
country and later adopted 
by the Michigan family.

“They came from a very, 
very, very bad background,” 
the lawyer said, referring to 
the abuse that allegedly 
came from the children’s 
biological parents. “They 
were locked in closets. They 
were beaten.”

The parents in Michigan 
said they are supporting 
their daughter despite the 
charges. If  released on 
bond, the judge said the 
girl can’t have any contact 
with her siblings and must 
wear a GPS monitor.

She made eye contact 
with her parents several 
times during the hearing.

“Your honor, we have a 
very strong bond with our 
daughter,” her mother 
said.

Court records did not list 
a lawyer for Rivera on 
Thursday.

Preliminary hearings for 
both him and the girl are 
scheduled for Oct. 31.

HP file photo

Lake Michigan College Napier Avenue campus in Benton Harbor 
March 29, 2013.

“What it does is, it has 
students of all varieties 
and academic levels 
involved together.”

ANNE ERDMAN
VP of admin. services adnum=60560675
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