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LOCAL & STATE
The names remain the same

By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

Berrien County Commis-
sioner Andrew Vavra again 
faces a challenge in a re-
election bid.

The Democrat from 
Three Oaks is squaring off  
with Ray Kirkus of New 
Buffalo, a Republican who 
describes himself as a civil 
libertarian.

Vavra, seeking a 13th 
two-year term representing 
the county board’s 9th Dis-
trict, defeated Kirkus in the 
2012 election.

The district takes in the 
southwest part of the coun-
ty, 10 local government 
units, including New Buffa-
lo, Three Oaks, Galien, and 
all or part of several town-
ships.

Campaigning on a record 
of public service, the 

57-year-old Vavra points to 
recent county board accom-
plishments. They include 
the opening of the Galien 
River County Park in New 
Buffalo Township and reso-
lution of a nagging pollu-
tion problem in Galien.

“In the 24 years I’ve been 
on the board, in my opin-
ion, it has been the most 
productive two years of 
county board initiatives in 
Disrict 9,” he said.

Vavra works at Gordon 
Beach Inn and Lakeside 
Inn in Chikaming Town-
ship.

Kirkus, a frequent critic 
of the county’s acquisition 
of a heavy armored vehicle 
and other surplus military 

equipment for the sheriff’s 
department, said he’s con-
cerned about  agreements 
with the federal govern-
ment.

“Basically, I think the 
commissioners should do 
more due diligence in what 
they vote on,” Kirkus said. 
“I don’t have issues with 
money and grants from the 
state.”

Kirkus, 55, who has run 
for the New Buffalo City 
Council, is a semi-retired 
carpenter and student. He 
restores vintage cars and 
motorcycles.

“I think people for the 
most part want to be left 
alone,” he said. “That’s one 
of the goals.”

Kirkus said the acquis-
tion of the armored vehicle, 
called MRAP for mine re-
sistant ambush protected, is 
not by itself  an issue.

“There’s all kinds of 
equipment they get from 
the DoD (Department of 
Defense), trucks, rifl es, pis-
tols. All this is under the ra-
dar,” Kirkus said.

Sheriff Paul Bailey has 
said the vehicle, which has 
no weapons or military 
electronic gear, would be 
used to protect the Tactical 
Response Team in the event 
of a terrorist attack on ei-
ther of the area’s two nucle-
ar power plants or other 
places.

Kirkus contends that use 
is hypothetical and the sher-
iff’s department already has 
a Bearcat, an armored ve-
hicle designed for civilian 
police departments.

“Part of living in a free 
society is to move around 
and do what you have to 
do,” he said. “This milita-
rism is everywhere.”

Kirkus sees as other im-
portant issues the need to 
improve the indigent de-
fense system. And county 
commissioners, he said, 
need to be better informed 
about the business before 
they before they vote on it.

The county spends too 
little, about $70 per case, on 

Vavra, Kirkus renew 
race for Berrien 
board’s 9th

VAVRA KIRKUS

Stephen L. Brundage / H-P correpsondent

Cycle Re-Cycle shop manager Howard Carter, left, discusses mechanics with members of the Lone Wolves Bicycle Club on 
Saturday afternoon at the C R-C workshop in Benton Harbor. Clubmembers are taking part in C R-C’s Earn a Bike program 
in which they help out at the non-profit business and will get bicycles in return. Community volunteer Sam Williams, who 
helped the kids start their bike club, said there nine members of the Lone Wolves. They have been studying bike safety and 
mechanics since starting five months ago. Club members hope to organize rides and perfect bike tricks by next summer.

EARN A BIKE

Lutheran High to 
remember Korean War

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

ST. JOSEPH — Michi-
gan Lutheran High School 
will start a week of activi-
ties Wednesday honoring 
veterans and remembering 
the Korean War this 
Wednesday. 

“The Forgotten War” 
will be discussed at a pro-
gram Wednesday evening 
as well as the following 
Tuesday.

Michigan Lutheran 
teacher William Kruck 
will lead a discussion 6-9 
p.m. Wednesday from at 
the Titan Center next to 
the school off East Mar-
quette Woods Road in 
Royalton Township. The 
subject is how the Korean 
War affected the United 
States through the present 
day.

He said he will put the 
Korean War in the per-
spective of American his-
tory by talking about the 
world leaders of that time, 
including President Harry 
Truman, Dwight Eisen-
hower, Douglas MacAr-
thur, Josef Stalin and Mao 
Tse Tung. 

People will have the 
chance to ask questions 
and make comments.

Kruck said the Wednes-
day program is in prepara-
tion for next week’s visit by 
Korean War veteran Rob-
ert VandeLinde of Virgin-
ia. Vandelinde will speak 
at the high school 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

VandeLinde will speak 
twice in Buchanan, at 7 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 10, 
and at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 11. His visit is spon-
sored by the Buchanan 
American Legion.

VandeLinde is the au-
thor of  three books about 
his Korean War experi-
ences, including his lat-
est, “Korea: Why were we 
there? What were we 
fi ghting for?” His other 
books are “Korea” and 
“Respect: Forgotten He-
roes.”

VandeLinde, a member 
of  the 187th Airborne 
Infantry, earned the Sil-
ver Star while serving 
near Sukchon, Korea. He 
led an eight-man forward 
outpost and protected his 
company from a surprise 
attack. He did not receive 
his Silver Star until 2011, 
more than 60 years after 
the battle where he was 
wounded and saved his 
fellow soldiers.

Public discussion 
Wednesday, author 
featured Nov. 11

Grateful for friends

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— A little help behind the 
scenes goes a long way in 
any organization – and the 
Berrien Regional Educa-
tion Service Agency is no 
exception.

That’s the philosophy 
behind the Partnership 
Awards Breakfast, where 
six local businesses and 
community organizations 
were recognized for their 
work with the district.

“The services and pro-
grams that Berrien RESA 
provides is only as strong 
as the partnerships we 
form to deliver those op-
portunities,” Superinten-
dent Kevin Ivers said. 
“Without the help of area 
businesses, community 
groups, agencies and vol-
unteers, none of what Ber-
rien RESA offers would 
be possible.” 

About 50 people attend-
ed last Tuesday’s event at 
the Berrien RESA Confer-
ence Center, Ivers said. 
Nominations can come 
from any Berrien RESA 
employee.

This year’s recipients 
were the Berrien County 
Shrine Club, Berrien 
County Youth Fair, Gate-
way, Meijer of Stevens-
ville, St. Joseph/Benton 
Harbor Rotary Club and 
Therapeutic Equestrian 
Center.

The district has honored 
31 people and organiza-
tions since 2010, when for-
mer superintendent Jeff  
Siegel organized and es-
tablished the awards “to 
recognize those unsung ef-
forts of our community 
members who have made 
a tremendous impact in 
the learning of Berrien 
County students,” Ivers 
said.

Meijer of Stevensville, 
for example, received its 
award for the quality of its 
relationships with cogni-
tively impaired students 
from the Community 
Based Instruction pro-
gram, according to a sum-
mary released by the dis-
trict.

“Meijer employees wel-
come us warmly, treat 
staff  and students with 
great respect, are very pa-
tient and go the extra mile 

to ensure that our visit is a 
pleasant one,” Blossom-
land Learning Center 
teacher Dan Betts said, in 
his nominating statement.

Gateway was recognized 
for providing additional 
classroom space and job 
training opportunities that 
the district’s oldest autism 
spectrum disorder stu-
dents would never experi-
ence otherwise – which 
also provides a transition 
for adult living, the dis-
trict’s summary stated.

The Therapeutic Educa-
tion Center and its board 
president, Autumn Zick, 
were recognized for nu-
merous hours of working 
with Blossomland Learn-
ing Center’s students 
through its Saddle Stars 
program, according to the 
summary.

The Berrien County 
Youth Fair was honored 
for hosting and sponsoring 
Berrien RESA’s Festival of 
Families, while the Rotary 
Club earned its award for 
joining the district to ex-
pand scholarship opportu-
nities for local students 
through the Rotary Essay 
Contest. Winning students 
get $1,500 scholarships 
and the chance to read 
their speech at a club event 
in the spring.

Recipients will gain rec-
ognition beyond the break-
fast by having their names 
displayed beside previous 
winners on the Partnership 
Tree sculpture in the ad-
ministrative center’s lobby.

The district commis-
sioned career technical ed-
ucation students to design 
the sculpture to visually 
thank its partners, while 
reminding visitors about 
the event’s purpose, Ivers 
said.

“We are always looking 
to work with partners who 
can reach across business 
lines into the education 
world and provide a bene-
fi t to school-aged chil-
dren,” he said.

Berrien RESA 
commends partners

The services and pro-
grams that Berrien RESA 
provides is only as strong 
as the partnerships we 
form to deliver those 
opportunities

KEVIN IVERS
Superintendent, Berrien RESA

Textbooks? What textbooks?

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A recently adopted learn-
ing management system is 
changing how students and 
faculty members interact 
with each other at Lake 
Michigan College.

Ease of use and adaptabil-
ity are two major selling 
points of Canvas, as the com-
puter system is known, ac-
cording to LMC President 
Bob Harrison.

“We can place course con-
tent in a digital fashion for 
students to access whenever 
it’s convenient for them, as 
well as post instructional re-
sources for them to use,” he 
said.

Once enrolled in a class, 
students can log onto the on-
line system and track what-
ever material their instructor 
posts for them, Harrison 
said.

“Depending on the class, 
you’d fi nd the instructor 
pushing out the syllabus 
course assignments, notes, 
quizzes, and the like,” he 
said.

The college switched from 
Blackboard – a similar type 
of system – to Canvas in 
July.

“This is a better product, 
far more robust, and you can 

see where it’s integrated with 
social media,” Harrison said. 
“We’re fi nding, as the years 
go by, that students are far 
more digitally enabled with 
using social media.”

That social media linkage 
is one of Canvas’s most ap-
pealing features, Teaching 
and Learning Center Direc-
tor Mark Kelly and math in-
structor Peter Brown recently 
told LMC board members.

“Students can choose to be 
notifi ed through various so-
cial media. They can get noti-
fi cations of grades or assign-
ments to their Twitter or 
Facebook (accounts),” Kelly 
said.

Brown has established his 
own informal way of track-
ing the digital era’s growth.

“Every semester, for the 
last fi ve years, I’ve been ask-
ing (students): ‘Raise your 
hand if you have Internet ac-
cess at home.’ Five years ago, 
half would have raised their 
hands. Now it’s almost every-
body,” he said.

Students can get email and 
text notifi cations or a daily or 
weekly basis, or opt out of 
receiving them at all, Brown 
said.

Notifi cations arrive as pri-
vate messages, which users 
can access only after logging 
onto the system.

Canvas integrates with 
more than 150 different me-
dia systems, such as iTunes 
University – so teachers have 
plenty of content options, 
Kelly said.

“There are lots of choices, 
lots of inter-operability,” he 
said.

The system gives LMC a 
chance to make course mate-
rial more consistent, as it has 
already done for math and 
biology, Kelly said.

“One of the challenges is to 
standardize the experience 
for students, so they move 
right into a course, and see 
something that’s familiar to 
them,” he said.

Seeing what’s happening in 
a class benefi ts students who 
often have to juggle compet-
ing academic, personal and 
work priorities, Brown said.

“When they miss class, 
they can go somewhere, and 
at least fi nd out the essentials 
of what’s going on,” he said.

The system has also eased 
communication between stu-
dents and adjunct instructors, 
Brown said.

“Five years ago, just to 
contact an adjunct could take 
weeks,” he said.

Secretary Mary Jo Tomasi-
ni questioned whether in-
structors must notify students 
within a set time period.

“Even in business there’s 
people that check their email 
20 times a day, and people 
that check their email once a 
month,” she said.

LMC’s co-vice president of 
instruction, Leslie Kellogg, 
replied that the college’s gen-
eral expectation is to respond 
within 48 hours.

Canvas’s multi-media ap-
plications are another big 
part of its appeal, as Kelly 
and Brown said.

For example, instructors 
can upload and record videos 
that are stored separately 
from course material on their 

own streaming server, Kelly 
said.

The server, in turn, can ad-
just to computers running on 
slower speeds.

“Very large fi les take up a 
lot of room on the server ... 
so if someone is accessing on 
a very slow connection, it 
(Canvas) ‘dumbs down’ the 
video to an appropriate size 
for that user,” Kelly said.

Before Canvas went online, 
LMC’s information technol-
ogy staff spent a lot of time 
dealing with Youtube.com 
videos that the uploading site 
blocked for copyright rea-
sons, Kelly said.

“Instructors asked why 
they were blocked, and then 
we had to unblock them from 
the teaching stations,” he 
said.

In keeping with Canvas’s 
multi-media slant, the col-
lege continues to expand e-
book offerings, and post 
more course materials on-
line – such as workbooks, 
Brown said.

Asked if  LMC could 
eliminate textbooks, Kelly 
responded that day is get-
ting closer all the time.

However, the college 
must balance those desires 
with meeting the needs of 
students without easy ac-
cess to technology, he said.

“A lot of students come 
in with laptops that are so 
infected with malware, 
they’re totally useless. It’s 
an expensive proposition to 
get a badly infected ma-
chine back to useability, 
and that’s a problem,” he 
said.

Online system puts 
LMC students, 
instructors on same 
page – so to speak

See RACE, page B2


