
Herald Palladium 11/07/2014

Copyright (c)2014 The Herald-Palladium 11/07/2014 November 7, 2014 1:35 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

A4 – FRIDAY, November 7, 2014 LOCAL & STATE The Herald-Palladium

vehicle and delivery truck 
traffic, to fences and drain-
age.

With input from neigh-
bors, the planners stipulat-
ed that the fence height on 
the north property line will 
have to be 8 feet, not 6.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten
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of Northern Indiana- Mi-
chiana ($2,095) for new 
troop start up; and Boy 
Scouts of America ($1,500) 
for volunteer training.

Life Long Learning 
grants totaled $33,700. The 
grants included Overflow 
Christian Community De-
velopment Association 
($8,000) for Jobs for Life 
employability training; 
American Red Cross – Ber-
rien County ($7,000) for 
Team Firestoppers home 
fire preparedness; Deer 
Creek Open Space Associa-
tion ($5,000) for Save the 
Woods project; 

City of St. Joseph ($5,000) 
for Renovation of the St. 
Joseph Lighthouse; Citadel 
Dance & Music Center 
($5,000) for music scholar-
ships; Lest We Forget 
($2,000) to support the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam 
War programming; and Ad-
vance Benton Harbor 
($1,700) for student sup-
plies and expenses for youth 
leadership training.

The Berrien Community 
Foundation was established 
in 1952 as an innovative 
means by which any con-
cerned individual could put 
charitable dollars to work 
for the benefit of Berrien 
County and beyond. For 
more information about  
the Foundation call  
983-3486 or visit www. 
berriencommunity.org.
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or 1 percent, from 2014.
The general fund is the 

county’s primary operat-
ing fund and accounts for 
basic services such as the 
courts, prosecutor’s office, 
sheriff ’s department and 
jail, clerk, treasurer, regis-
ter of  deeds, drain com-
missioner and others.

Salaries accounts for 
39.5 percent of  the budget, 
employee benefits, 19.3 
percent, transfers to other 
funds, 15.3 percent, and 
smaller amounts for a 
range of  other purposes.

The proposed special 
fund budget, which in-
cludes 44 separate funds, 
sets spending at $42.5 mil-
lion and revenue of  $41.2 
million. The difference of 
$1.3 million is to be made 
up with the use of  fund 
balance.

Among the funds are 
those supported by special 
voted tax millages. They 
are the levies for 911 emer-
gency phone system opera-
tions, senior citizen center 
support, and public safety, 
including the sheriff ’s Nar-
cotics Unit.

Other special funds are 
the parks and recreation 
fund, parks tax millage, 
friend of  the court fund, 
health department base 
operating fund, sheriff ’s 
special teams, and the 
landfill use fund.

Revenue for all county 
budgets combined, includ-
ing the general and special 
funds budgets, is $88.3 mil-
lion with spending at $97.8 
million, a difference of  
$9.4 million. The numbers 
do not include transfers 
between county funds and 
Library Trust Fund reve-
nue.

The shortfall is to be 
made up from fund bal-
ance, including $3.8 mil-
lion for capital improve-
ments and $1.3 million for 
the general fund to be 
transferred from the delin-
quent tax revolving fund.

The county budgets each 
year for a general fund 
draw from the delinquent 
tax revolving fund but has 
not needed the money.

When internal fund 
transfers and Library Trust 
Fund money are included 
in the 2015 budget, overall 

revenue is projected to to-
tal $123.1 million with 
spending of  $133.7 mil-
lion, a difference of  $10.6 
million.

In outlining the budget, 
James said property tax 
revenue for the county is 
projected to climb $1.8 
million, or 4.6 percent, 
from $40.99 million in 
2014 to $42.87 million in 
2015.

State equalized value 
and taxable value of  prop-
erty are both on the rise as 
the economy improves, re-
flected in the increase in 
tax revenue.

“For the first time in five 
years we’ve seen increase 
in the SEV and taxable 
value,” he said.

The total county SEV 
increased from $8.6 billion 
in 2014 to $8.9 billion in 
2015. While recovering, 
the SEV has not gained all 
the ground lost during the 
severe economic down-
turn. The county SEV 
stood at $9.12 billion in 
2010,.

The taxable value of  real 
and personal property in-
creased from $7.01 billion 
in 2014 to $7.26 billion in 
2015.

Property taxes account 
for the largest single source 
of  revenue for the county.

State revenue sharing, 
another important source, 
is to increase from $2.9 
million in 2014 to $3.6 mil-
lion in 2015.  

The number of  county  
employees, which fell dur-
ing the economic down-
turn from 719.6 in 2008 to 
642.2 in 2014, is to increase 
in 2015. The employee 
count will be 656.5, an in-
crease of  14.4.

Of the increase, 5.9 new 
employee positions are 
with the health department 
and funded by state grants. 
The department was hard 
hit by state cuts during the 
recession and slow recov-
ery, losing more than one-
third of  its work force.

The number of  employ-
ees in the health depart-
ment dropped from 90.5 in 
2008 to 58.7 in 2014. The 
increase will bring the to-
tal to 64.5.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken
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Benton Harbor High School students pore over college 
information Wednesday during a College Application 
Week session in the school. High schools across Michi-
gan participate in the fifth-annual event, which occurs the 
first week in November.

COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK

Incumbents cruise  
in college boards

Trustees defeated chal-
lengers in Tuesday’s elec-
tions for Lake Michigan 
and Southwestern Michi-
gan colleges. Terms are for 
six years.

At SMC, Paul File, Tom 
Jerdon and Becky Moore 
won while David Taylor 
lost in a district that covers 
Cass County and a portion 
of Van Buren. The tally: 
File, 6,522; Jerdon, 6,085;  
Moore, 7,592; Taylor 
5,509.

At LMC, Paul Bergan, 
Debra Johnson and Mary 
Jo Tomasini won while 
Barbara Norman lost. The 
district covers Berrien 
County and part of Van 
Buren. The tally: Bergan, 
18,528; Johnson, 22,232; 
Tomasini; 23,027; Nor-
man, 16,698.

Vets Day ceremony  
at Andrews

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Faculty, staff, students 
and community members 
are invited to attend a Vet-
erans Day Tribute on Tues-
day in Newbold Auditori-
um in Buller Hall at 
Andrews University, the 
university announced.

A special gift will be giv-
en to student veterans and 
students who are depen-
dents of veterans during 
the 11:30 a.m. event. The 
program will include a 

slideshow and stories from 
those who served.

The event is free.

SJ ceremony  
to honor vet Tuesday

ST. JOSEPH — The Ko-
rean Veterans of South-
west Michigan will host a 
short ceremony at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at St. Joseph City 
Hall to honor veterans, the 
organization announced.

Veterans, especially 
those of the Korean War, 
are urged to attend. Speak-
ers include state Rep. Al 
Pscholka, state Sen. John 
Proos and Mayor Mike 
Garey.

Vets Day service  
in Stevensville

STEVENSVILLE — 
American Legion Post 568 
in Stevensville will host a 
Veterans Day ceremony 
and lunch Tuesday, the 
post announced.

Events begin at 11 a.m. 
with a service at the Lin-
coln Township Cemetery 
along St. Joseph Avenue. 
Attendees are invited to 
the post for lunch and re-
freshments afterward. The 
post is at Legion and John-
son roads. 
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adnum=60564670Open Tuesday - Saturday - johnnyslakeshorejewelry.com

adnum=60567247

Call Jennifer Zimmerman at (574) 360-2764 or visit jani.org.

THANKS TO JA.

 Harry S. Burritt 
Burritt Consulting 

“JA inspires kids to pursue
the American Dream.” 

adnum=60562368

Advance ticket sales at :
 Martins, Mendel Center, LWF Members. 

Questions Call 269-921-7176

Honoring ALL Veterans

LEST WE FORGET
PATRIOTIC CONCERT

$10 advance, $13.50 at the door
17 yrs or under - Free

LEST WE FORGET 
PATRIOTIC CONCERT
PATRIOTISM THRU MUSIC

LEST WE FORGET &
SOUTHSHORE 

CONCERT BAND


