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FOCUS
Kids turn out 

in unexpected, 
different ways
There is no justice when 

it comes to having chil-
dren. Frankly, there are 
days when it seems like you 
might have gotten someone 
else’s kids.

Our oldest is laid back 
and easygoing. As his 
mother, I know he wasn’t 
always this way and I have 
the crow’s feet to prove it. 
His wife genuinely is laid 
back, soft-spoken and re-
served.

They were 
blessed with 
children who, 
if  unsuper-
vised, would 
and could 
walk on the 
ceiling. Nat-
urally, they’d 
paint the bot-
toms of their 
feet fi rst.

The couple you might ex-
pect to have cooing doves 
somehow wound up with 
braying donkeys. Com-
pletely adorable and lov-
able donkeys, mind you, 
but children with an energy 
level and focused determi-
nation usually exhibited 
only by superheroes.

No two kids are ever 
alike.

At age 3, our youngest 
arrived for a family visit to 
Grandma and Grandpa’s 
one weekend, fl ung open 
the door to the mini-van 
upon arrival and yelled, 
“Don’t anybody try and 
kiss me!”

When she was about 9 
and had stirred things up 
before school, I asked her 
if  she woke up every morn-
ing wondering what she 
could do to cause trouble.

She looked me straight in 
the eyes and said, “Yes.”

Guess who got the most 
easygoing, pleasant, smiley, 
good-natured, happy baby 
in the world?

Our three kids look at 
one another’s kids and 
marvel at the inequities of 
the gene pool. It’s almost 
like their children’s person-
alities were switched at 
birth.

Jerry Springer, line one.
I’ve seen it in other fami-

lies, too. The wild thing 
grows up, marries and gets 
the demure children, while 
the demure sibling weds 
and has children that have 
to be dragged out of public 
places by the backs of their 
necks.

A young woman raised 
in a family of all girls has 
all boys, and a young father 
raised with brothers, foot-
ball, baseball and basket-
ball has ballerinas.

If  only parenting re-
quired nothing more than 
navigating familiar waters. 
But it rarely does. Planning 
and anticipating are essen-
tial to good parenting, but 
the truth is, you can never 
fully imagine the future. 
Sometimes you simply live 
it when you get there.

You may wind up with a 
child who is nothing like 
the child you were for a 
reason – so that your mind 
can stretch, your brain will 
grow and your feet will 
learn to sprint.

Parenting is not about 
recreating a smaller version 
of you; it’s about discover-
ing someone entirely new. 
It’s exploring how the piec-
es fi t, who that boy was 
meant to be, what her tal-
ents and gifts are, what 
comes naturally and what 
needs a push.

Parenting is often learn-
as-you-go. It is a lifelong 
endeavor punctuated with 
intense joy, sleepless nights 
and profound humbling – 
the humbling part is what 
keeps us all from becoming 
experts.

Parenting is the most 
challenging and worthwhile 
job you’ll ever have. Now 
go scrape those kids off  the 
ceiling.

Lori Borgman is a columnist, author 
and speaker. Email her at lori@l
oriborgman.com.

Lori 
Borgman

A year at the pier
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — For more than 100 
years, life has ebbed and fl owed around 
the St. Joseph lighthouses as they guided 
ships and provided inspiration for artists 
and lovers and dreamers.

The weather changes, the waters storm 
and then are still, the skies blaze with 
color or are blanketed by clouds. People 
come to the pier to start new chapters in 
their lives, or close old ones.

“There is only one thing that doesn’t 
change. That is the lighthouses. They are 
the constant,” said photographer Laura 
Kraklau, who has produced “View 366,” 
a book of  images of  the historic icons 
taken every day for a year (actually, a leap 
year, hence the 366).

Kraklau’s book, along with poetry and 
other works centering on the lighthouses, 
will be part of  “Lighting the Lake,” at 7 
p.m. Friday at the Box Factory for the 
Arts in St. Joseph.

Kraklau will speak about her project 
and sign copies of  the 229-page book, for 
sale at $65. A portion of  the proceeds will 
be donated to the Lighthouse Forever 
Fund, which is raising money to restore 
the lighthouses, built in 1907 and ac-
quired by the city of  St. Joseph last year.

The event also benefi ts the Box Fac-
tory’s Writers Studio and First Friday 
Film series.

Along with the photographs, winners 
of  recent contests for poetry and photog-
raphy inspired by the lighthouses will be 
announced. “Lighting the Lake,” a 
chapbook of  the poetry with historical 
photos and the winning photograph on 
the cover, will be available.

The fi lm “Painting the St. Joseph 
Lighthouse with Bob Fagan,” will show 
the lighthouses – inside and out – from an 
artist’s perspective. The fi lm, by Douglas, 
Mich., fi lmmaker John Leben, was part of 
a PBS series entitled “Painting on Loca-
tion with Bob Fagan.”

Standing out
There are several things that make the 

St. Joseph lighthouses unique, Kraklau 
observed.

Their position on the North Pier 
provides a backdrop of  freighters and 
sailboats, strollers and wind surfers, all 
surrounded by the changing moods of  the 
lake and sky. “It’s probably one of  the 
most photographed lighthouses on Lake 
Michigan for that reason.”

Kraklau didn’t have any 
diffi culty fi nding unique 
perspectives on a daily 
basis.

“It’s amazing how new 
and fresh and different it 
stayed the entire year,” 
Kraklau said.

The project brought a life-
long interest in photography 
into focus for Kraklau, who 
until recently was the 
director of  public relations 
and marketing for Lake 
Michigan College.

The St. Joseph native fi rst 
peered through a lens while tagging along 
after her grandmother, an avid photogra-
pher who enjoyed shooting the lighthous-
es and other outdoor scenes.

She gave little Laura a Brownie Kodak 
camera to practice with, and imparted 
lessons about such elements as composi-
tion.

“She taught me to pay attention to 

everything around me, not 
just the focal point, but to 
all of  the elements,” 
Kraklau said.

After graduating from 
St. Joseph High in 1985 
and later Michigan State 
University, Kraklau 
concentrated on her 
marketing career and 
didn’t have much time for 
photography.

When she picked her 
camera up again, she found 
herself  gravitating toward 
the lighthouses and the 

lakeshore.
On one occasion she was at the shore 

three nights in a row, and had the idea of 
shooting every day for a year to chronicle 
the changing scene.

Her start date was Aug. 26, 2011, and 
she took pictures every day until Aug. 25, 

Photo chronicle part of ‘Lighting the Lake’ event at Box Factory

Lighthouse verse
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The St. Joseph light-
houses are many things to many people.

For some, they are a concrete monument 
to the keepers who guided thousands of 
ships home.

To others, they are a symbol that marks 
the passage of time.

Those many points of view are captured 
in “Lighting the Lake,” a book of poetry 
inspired by the lighthouses, along with 
historical photos.

The book will be available at the “Light-
ing the Lake” event at 7 p.m. Friday at the 
Box Factory for the Arts.

Proceeds from the book will benefi t the “Lighting the Lake, a book of poetry inspired 
by St. Joseph’s lighthouses, features a photo 
by Galen Husma on the cover.

Poets view icons from different vantage points

Don Campbell / HP staff

TOP: Laura Kraklau is pictured Thursday at her studio in the Box Factory for the Arts in St. 
Joseph. Kraklau has recently published a book titled “View 366: A Year-Long Visual Story of the 
St. Joseph Lighthouses.” ABOVE: The cover of Kraklau’s recently published book.

See PIER, page D2

See LIGHTHOUSE, page D2

What: “Lighting the Lake”

When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Box Factory for
the Arts, 1101 Broad St.,
St. Joseph

How much: $10

Contact: 983-3688 or
www.boxfactory
forthearts.org
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2012 – no vacations, no 
sick days – averaging 
around 100 frames at a 
time.

Her mother, Deloris 
Catania, later suggested 
she turn the images into a 
book.

The results are as much 
a snapshot of  life in St. 
Joe as a tribute to the 
lighthouses which are in 
every frame, sometimes in 
the background and in 
others front and center.

Kraklau captured 
stunning sunsets, such as 
“Molten Lava,” and more 
subdued days.

She never staged a 
photograph, and surpris-
es constantly appeared.

“Apocalyptic Sunset” 
caught the “surreal” 
horizon heightened by the 
haze of  a distant Minne-
sota forest fire.

She spied Mennonites 
and newlyweds on the 
pier, and “Love Letters” 
left in the sand.

At the edge of one frame 
she titled “Rest in Peace,” a 
group pours the ashes of a 
loved one into the water. 
Kraklau didn’t notice them 
in the photo until she got 
back to her studio.

On her last day of 
shooting, Kraklau saw a 
freighter sitting majesti-
cally along the horizon. 
Later she learned from 
the local news the ship 
had run aground – as if  
waiting for her to come 
along.

Putting it together
When it came to 

arranging the photos and 
designing the book, 
Kraklau turned to Mike 
Johnson, a graphic 
designer with whom she 
had worked on many 
projects at Lake Michi-
gan College. Johnson also 
did the layout for the 
popular “24/7” book of 
photos of  St. Joseph and 
Benton Harbor. Holland 
Litho is handling the 
printing, with an initial 

run of  2,000.
Kraklau, who has had 

a studio at the Box 
Factory for two years, 
included text for about 70 
percent of  the photos, 
setting the scene or 
adding historical infor-
mation.

All the while she was 
gathering her photos, she 
wasn’t aware that the city 
was in the process of 
obtaining the lighthouses, 
declared surplus in 2008, 
or that a fundraising 
campaign would be 
launched to raise $2 
million for renovations.

Kraklau delayed 
publication for a year, 
until 2014, “because I 
wanted to get it right.”

That publication date 
coincided with the 
Lighthouse Forever Fund 
campaign. “We thought, 
‘Wow, that is really good 
timing.’”

In the three years since 
she started her project, 
Kraklau has seen rust 
creep over the exterior of 
the inner light. The initial 
work by the city will be to 
paint and seal the struc-
ture from moisture. Later, 
officials want to refurbish 
the interior and open it to 
the public.

Kraklau wants her 
book to remind people of 
how important it is to 
save the lighthouses.

“I hope it gives people a 
sense that this is truly a 
landmark,” Kraklau said. 
“People are connected 
with this in St. Joe. It’s part 
of the fabric of our lives.”

Tickets for the “Light-
ing the Lake” event are 
$10 and include one free 
drink ticket. Wine and 
beer will be available for 
purchase and light 
refreshments will be 
served.

Tickets can be pur-
chased online with PayPal 
at www.boxfactoryfor 
thearts.org, or with credit 
card at 983-3688. Tickets 
will also be available at 
the door the night of  the 
event.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Lighthouse Forever Fund to 
restore the lighthouses, the 
Box Factory’s Writers 
Studio and its First Friday 
Film series.

Winners of contests for 
poetry and photography will 
be announced at the event.

Denise Tackett, who 
edited the book, said several 
of the local poets comment-
ed on the historic role of the 
lighthouses as a guide to the 
St. Joseph harbor.

In a haiku, Liz Darato 
writes:

Patient sentinel
Points the shimmery 

pathway
Past menacing depths.
In her poem “The 

Lighthouse – Heart, Mind 
and Body,” Kalina Dolejsi 
observes the toll the 
elements and time have 
taken:

careful with me
my parts are old,
rusty underneath
the railing winding upwards
broken.
While others see the 

lighthouse from the vantage 
point of the wandering 
mariner, Tackett experiences 
it from the land:

Despite six generations of 
living in St. Joe

we are not boat people, we 
are land people

We see the lake from the 
shore

The lighthouse is not a 
beacon of safety for us,

it is a benchmark, a 
marker, a touchstone,

something that marks our 
place on this lake,

something that marks our 
place in this time.

The poems are accompa-
nied by historical photos 
culled from the collections 
of the Heritage Center and 
the Morton House Mu-
seum, showing lighthouse 

keepers looking toward the 
horizon, large ships steam-
ing into the harbor, beach-
goers in long black stockings 
and men in derbies and 
suspenders fishing off the 
wooden-planked pier.

Nathaniel Rich’s poem 
“In Need of a Keeper” 
speaks to the urgency of 
preserving these icons:

All the lighthouse desires
is a different life, one away
from inattentive keepers 

and squalor...
A life that starts with 

grooming
and the loving embrace of 

a new
lighthouse keeper.

PIER
From page D1

LIGHTHOUSE
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BAZAARS
Galien: The Everyday Angels 

Relay Team will hold a Girls 
Night-In Christmas Bazaar to 
raise money for Relay for Life. A 
$5 entry fee covers food and 
one entry for door prize draw-
ings. This event will be held 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturday at Com-
munity of Christ Church, 110 S. 
Cleveland Ave. There will also be 
a Christmas cookie sale. 

Niles: The Christian Service 
Center at St. Mary’s is sponsor-
ing a Holiday Bazaar and Food 
Drive from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur-
day at St. Mary’s School Gym, 
217 Lincoln Ave. There will be 

crafts, pastries, snacks, coffee 
and lunch. Admission is a non-
perishable food item for the CSC 
Food Pantry. 

Benton Township: Lake 
Michigan College’s Mendel Cen-
ter Conference & Event Services 
will hold their annual Holiday 
Bazaar in Upton Hall from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday. Admission 
is free. Parking is available in Lot 
A, off Yore Avenue. Call 927-
8606 for more information. 
Booths are available for vendors.

Bridgman: Holiday Arts and 
Crafts Fair will be held at Wood-
land Shores Baptist Church, 

3555 Shawnee Road, from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Nov. 15. 

Dowagiac: 18th Annual Arts 
and Craft Show will be from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. Nov. 15, at Dowagi-
ac Union High School, 701 West 
Prairie Ronde. This even will be 
held in conjunction with Dowa-
giac’s Old-Fashioned Christmas 
Celebration weekend. Spon-
sored by Theta Mu Chapter of 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority. Lots of 
arts and crafts and baked goods 
from many area craftsmen. Free 
admission. Donuts and lunch 
menu will be available. 

Coloma: Coloma Athletic 

Boosters are hosting the first 
annual Comet’s Holiday Bazaar 
at Alwood Gym on Nov. 16. 
Space rentals starts at $20 with 
an additional raffle prize dona-
tion. Contact Apryl Watson at 
watson.apryl@gmail.com or 
Brenda Crisenbery at 470-0471 
for vendor applications and 
information.

News of area bazaars and arts and 
crafts shows will be published Sundays 
in The Herald-Palladium. Non-profit 
groups who would like to be included 
should send a press release two weeks 
in advance of the event to: Focus, The 
Herald-Palladium, PO Box 128, St. 
Joseph, MI 49085.

The Herald-Palladium publish-
es news for engagements, 
weddings and anniversaries 
each Sunday.

With engagements and wed-
dings, one of the couple must 
be a resident or former resident 
of the area to have the 
announcement published. Cou-
ples celebrating anniversaries 
also must be residents or for-
mer residents. 

Forms are available online at 
www.TheHP.com and at our 
office, 3450 Hollywood Road, 
St. Joseph. Information submit-
ted will be used as space per-
mits.

Engagements

Engagement stories and pic-

tures are published only if they 
are received more than 30 days 
before the wedding date. Sto-
ries are published with a picture 
of the bride alone or of the cou-
ple alone, but the photo must 
be of good quality. 

Weddings

Wedding stories and pictures 
will be published if received 
within six months after the 
wedding date. Wedding stories 
are published with a picture of 
the bride alone or of the couple 
alone, but the photo must be of 
good quality. For those unable 
to get a picture from their wed-
ding photographer within a rea-
sonable time, we also accept 
snapshots if they are of good 

quality.
Anniversaries

Brief stories without pictures 
will be published for couples 
celebrating anniversaries of 25 
years and every five years 
thereafter through 45 years. 
More complete stories and pho-
tos will be published of couples 
celebrating 50 years and every 
five years thereafter.

 Stories about couples cele-
brating 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th or 
70th anniversaries may be 
accompanied by a current 
photo (no more than five years 
old) and an original wedding 
photo. Anniversary stories will 
be published if received within 
six months after the anniversary 

date. Publication dates cannot 
be guaranteed.

Photos

Photographs for the Couples 
Page may now be published in 
color for a fee of $15. There is 
no charge for photographs pub-
lished in black and white. 
Return of pictures from the 
Focus department cannot be 
guaranteed. An attempt will be 
made to return pictures accom-
panied by a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Pictures not 
returned by mail can be picked 
up at The Herald-Palladium 
office.

Need more help? Call 429-
2400 or (800) 356-4262, ext. 
295.

ATTENTION: COUPLES
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