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No reservations about 
raising hotel/motel tax
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Southwest Michigan ho-
tel and motel owners want 
to send a wake-up call to 
tourists around the coun-
try about everything the 
area has to offer, and now 
they will have the money 
to get the job done.

Millicent Huminsky, ex-
ecutive director of  the 
Southwest Michigan Tour-
ist Council, reported Tues-
day that a majority of  ho-
tel and motel owners had 
voted in favor of  increas-
ing the bed tax from 2 to 5 
percent, the maximum al-
lowed by Michigan law. It 

will go into effect in 2015.
The tax goes to the Tour-

ist Council and could 
boost the marketing bud-
get from $400,000 a year 
to as much as $1 million.

“I want us to become the 

next Traverse City,” said 
Michael Patel, co-owner 
of  the Hilton Garden Inn 
in Benton Township and 
manager of  Comfort Inn 
Suites in Stevensville, who 
supported the change. “Ul-

timately, I want us to be-
come the No. 1 tourist des-
tination in Michigan.”

Twenty owners and  
managers in St. Joseph, 

An increase of the area’s bed tax, from 2 to 5 percent, will allow better promotion of the area. Popular 
destinations such as Silver Beach in St. Joseph stand to benefit from stepped-up marketing.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph officials want to cast as 
wide a net as possible when 
they send out a citizen sur-
vey on revisions to the mas-
ter land use plan.

“We can’t be exclusive,” 
Mayor Mike Garey said 
Monday as commissioners 
debated different methods 
for sending out the survey. 
“I’m looking for a broad 
reach.”

They decided on a bulk 
mailing to 6,000 addresses 
at a cost of $3,200 for mail-
ing and printing.

That was one of the six 
options presented by Assis-
tant City Manager John 
Hodgson.

Hodgson said that none 
of the methods were per-
fect, and that all of them 
would likely miss some resi-
dents or business and prop-
erty owners.

The options ranged from 
mailing surveys to 6,700 
registered voters, at a cost 
of $6,600; to 5,000 taxpay-
ers; to 4,500 property ad-

dresses; or 3,900 water bill 
customers. 

Commissioners also con-
sidered handing out the sur-
veys with the city calendar, 
which is delivered to 4,500 
households by members of 
the high school cross coun-
try team.

They decided that a bulk 
mailing would get to the 
most residents. The draw-
backs are that only one sur-
vey per adult resident would 
be available at each address, 
and that it would miss land-
lords.

With a bulk mailing, 
about 850 surveys will go to 
St. Joseph Township resi-
dents with St. Joseph mail-
ing addresses.

Commissioners agreed 
that additional surveys 
could be made available at 
City Hall for residences 
with more than one adult 
occupant.

They also expressed an 
interest in making the sur-
vey available online, which 
would likely garner more 
responses from younger 

Master plan 
survey going    
to all addresses

See TAX, page A7

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

U.S. Air Force veteran Portus Webster of Stevensville plays “Taps” during a Veterans Day ceremony Tuesday at the Stevens-
ville American Legion Post 568.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED

BRIDGMAN — Cook 
Nuclear Plant’s Unit 2 re-
turned to service at 5:03 p.m. 
Tuesday, bringing both reac-
tors online, the plant an-
nounced.

Both units were taken off-
line early Nov. 1 due to prob-
lems caused by near-record 
wind speeds and wave heights 

on Lake Michigan. There 
was damage to the plant’s 
water intake system and 
travelling water screens. De-
bris swept into the three 16-
foot water intake tunnels, 
which extend one-half mile 
into the lake.

Since the storm, divers 
have been working around 

the clock to clean and repair 
the screens in the 4-million- 
gallon water intake bay, 
plant spokesman Bill Schalk 
reported.

Unit 1 reconnected to the 
grid Nov. 3 and reached 100 
percent power Nov. 7, the 
plant reported. Storm surge 
levels on the lake were the 

highest recorded in 28 years, 
and large sections of beach 
that included new growth of 
dune grass were scoured into 
the lake, Schalk reported.

Schalk said several of the 
56 racks that keep large de-
bris from the 14 multi-disc 
fine-mesh travelling water 
screens were damaged or 

knocked out of place. Up to 
6 inches of dune grass was 
matted against the racks and 
screens. 

During the storm, Cook 
had additional staff working 
to keep the screens clear, but 
the amount of debris enter-
ing the tunnels overwhelmed 
some of the screens. 

Cook has an operational 
procedure that calls for the 
units to be manually taken 
off-line during such degrad-
ed conditions.

There was no interruption 
of service to customers of 
Indiana Michigan Power, 
owner and operator of the 
plant.

ABOVE LEFT: Korean War veteran Bill Burke of Stevensville salutes during a Korean War Veterans of Southwest Michigan 
ceremony at St. Joseph City Hall. ABOVE RIGHT: Members of the Shoreline Sounds Barbershop Chorus perform several 
patriotic songs during the same Korean War Veterans of Southwest Michigan ceremony.

ST. JOSEPH

City wants questionnaire to reach 
as many residents as possible

Both units are back up and running at Cook Nuclear Plant

See SURVEY, page A7

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Organizations’ needs 
change all the time, which 
is why Lake Michigan Col-
lege is ready to sell the M-
TEC building and place its 
manufacturing technology 
program on its Napier Av-
enue campus, officials said.

LMC’s Board of Trust-
ees on Tuesday authorized 
President Bob Harrison to 
start negotiating the build-
ing’s sale – and the release 
of its lien from the U.S. 
Economic Development 
Administration.

“What we’ve been doing 
in the building has been 
great,” Harrison said after 

Tuesday’s special meeting. 
“The problem is ... to help 
manufacturers meet their 
hiring and work force 
needs, we need to attract 
more students into those 
programs. We’ll have a bet-
ter chance of doing that if  
we move the building to 
where the students are.”

The other driving factor, 
as board members noted, is 
the original circumstances 
behind M-TEC’s construc-
tion – and location by the 
Harbor Shores Golf 
Course – have markedly 
changed.

The original concept 
called for small manufac-
turers to locate around the 
center – which would have 
complemented its opera-
tions, Vice Chairman Paul 
Bergan said.

“There were going to be 
manufacturing sites all the 
way around – but, because 

LMC Board puts 
M-TEC up for sale 
Program will           
be folded into             
Napier campus

See M-TEC, page A7
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LOCAL GRAIN

MARKETS

Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Current corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.14, up 5¢
January corn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.37, up 5¢

Current beans . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.04, up 38¢
January beans . . . . . . . . . . .$10.14, up 38¢
These are the markets as of yesterday.

M O NJ J SA

M O NJ J SA

Nasdaq
composite

Nov. 11, 2014

+0.19% 4,661.24High Low 4,640.24

+0.01% 17,638.21 17,584.94

Pct. change from previous:

Nov. 11, 2014
Dow Jones
industrials

High LowPct. change from previous:
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AT&T Inc T 31.74 6 37.48 35.10 -.02 -0.1 s s t

AEP AEP 45.24 9 59.84 57.94 -.44 -0.8 t s s

Apple Inc s AAPL 70.51 0 110.30 109.70 +.87 +0.8 s s s

AutoZone AZO 440.50 0 568.04 570.87 +4.48 +0.8 s s s

BP PLC BP 39.45 2 53.48 41.75 -.11 -0.3 t s t

BonTon BONT 8.00 1 19.13 8.62 +.17 +2.0 t t s

CMS Eng CMS 25.90 0 33.27 33.26 +.06 +0.2 s s s

ChemFinl CHFC 25.99 6 33.28 30.17 -.35 -1.1 t s s

CocaCola KO 36.89 8 44.87 42.51 +.12 +0.3 s t t

Comcast CMCSA 46.58 6 57.49 52.96 +.01 ... t s t

Deere DE 78.88 6 94.89 88.45 -.09 -0.1 t s s

Disney DIS 67.30 0 92.00 89.98 +.20 +0.2 r s s

ExxonMbl XOM 86.91 6 104.76 96.41 +.13 +0.1 t s s

FamilyDlr FDO 55.64 0 80.97 78.55 +.05 +0.1 t s s

FifthThird FITB 17.65 5 23.90 20.24 +.06 +0.3 s s s

1stSource SRCE 27.56 8 33.21 31.67 -.21 -0.7 s s s

FordM F 13.26 3 18.12 14.37 +.37 +2.6 s s t

GenElec GE 23.69 7 28.09 26.38 -.09 -0.3 t s s

Google A GOOGL 502.99 6 615.03 561.29 +3.06 +0.5 s s t

HomeDp HD 73.96 0 99.26 98.14 -.02 ... s s s

HorizBcp HBNC 19.38 9 26.71 25.64 -.04 -0.2 s s s

HuntBncsh HBAN 8.66 9 10.30 10.12 -.01 -0.1 s s s

IDEX IEX 65.91 7 81.82 75.89 +.36 +0.5 s s s

IntegrysE TEG 52.08 0 74.12 72.85 +.20 +0.3 s s s

IBM IBM 160.05 1 199.21 163.30 -.19 -0.1 s t t

JPMorgCh JPM 52.97 0 61.93 61.37 -.56 -0.9 t s s

JohnJn JNJ 86.09 0 109.32 108.91 +.09 +0.1 s s s

JournalCm JRN 7.79 5 11.37 9.32 -.05 -0.5 s s s

Lowes LOW 44.13 0 58.04 58.00 +.17 +0.3 s s s

McDnlds MCD 89.34 5 103.78 95.14 +.03 ... r s s

Microsoft MSFT 34.63 0 49.15 48.87 -.02 ... s s s

MillerHer MLHR 26.25 9 32.72 31.81 -.31 -1.0 s s s

Penney JCP 4.90 4 11.30 7.20 -.02 -0.3 t s t

Perrigo PRGO 125.37 7 168.39 155.44 -1.12 -0.7 t s s

Pfizer PFE 27.51 6 32.96 30.32 +.12 +0.4 s s s

ProctGam PG 75.26 0 89.50 89.67 +.22 +0.2 s s s

RepubSvc RSG 31.42 0 39.97 39.41 -.12 -0.3 s s s

SearsHldgs SHLD 24.10 5 54.69 37.07 -1.65 -4.3 t s s

Steelcse SCS 13.60 0 18.14 17.87 -.04 -0.2 t s s

Stryker SYK 71.22 0 88.75 88.68 +.24 +0.3 s s s

Target TGT 54.66 9 67.25 65.72 +.20 +0.3 s s s

TractSupp TSCO 55.95 8 78.17 73.35 -.29 -0.4 t s s

UPS B UPS 93.19 0 109.30 108.76 -.29 -0.3 s s s

VerizonCm VZ 45.45 7 53.66 50.61 -.11 -0.2 t s s

WalMart WMT 72.27 8 81.37 79.01 -.43 -0.5 s s s

Walgrn WAG 54.86 6 76.39 67.50 -.28 -0.4 s s s

Wendys Co WEN 7.61 4 10.27 8.50 -.05 -0.6 s s s

Whrlpl WHR 124.39 0 176.62 175.00 +1.21 +0.7 t s s

Worthgtn WOR 33.60 4 48.58 38.18 -.15 -0.4 t s s

XPO Logis XPO 19.55 9 40.65 37.88 -.74 -1.9 t s s

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE
NAME TICKER LO HI CLOSE CHG %CHG WK MO QTR

LocalStocks

Amer Elec Power AEP
$57.94 t -.44 -.8%

+5.9 +24.0q p p

Whirlpool WHR
$175.00 s +1.21 +.7%

+20.4 +11.6p p p

By JOSEPH PISANI
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK — Gym 
classes that promise a 
plump posterior are in 
high demand. A surgery 
that pumps fat into the 
buttocks is gaining popu-
larity. And padded panties 
that give the appearance 
of  a rounder rump are sell-
ing out.

The U.S. booty business 
is getting a big bump. 
Companies are cashing in 
on growing demand from 
women seeking the more 
curvaceous figures of  their 
favorite stars, who flaunt 
their fuller rear ends.

Nicki Minaj, for in-
stance, raps about her “big 
fat” butt in “Anaconda.” 
Reality star Kim Kar-
dashian posts photos of 
hers on Instagram. And in 
the music video for “Boo-
ty,” Jennifer Lopez and 
Iggy Azalea, wearing leo-
tards, spend four minutes 
rubbing their curvy bot-
toms together. At one 
point, they slap each other 
on the booty.

As a result of  the pop 
culture moment the butt is 
having, sales for Booty 
Pop, which hawks $22 
foam padded panties on 
its website, are up 47 per-
cent in the last six months 
from the same period a 
year earlier. The company, 
which declined to give 
sales figures, has sold out 
of  certain styles and col-

ors this year, including its 
Pink Cotton Candy Boy 
Shorts.

Susan Bloomstone, 
Booty Pop’s co-founder, 
says customers have asked 
for larger sizes. So, the 
Boston-based company 
plans to begin selling pads 
that are 25 percent larger 
this month. “People just 
want more booty,” she 
says.

Feel Foxy, another mak-
er of  padded panties, says 
2014 has been its best year 
since launching nearly a 
decade ago. Sales are up 
40 percent from a year 
ago, but the company de-
clined to give sales figures.

“The Nicki Minaj song 
gave women the idea to 
pay attention to their rear 
end,” says Jessica Asmar, 
co-owner of  the Houston 
company.

Deborah Santiago 
squeezed into a $40 Feel 
Foxy one-piece for her 
30th birthday. The 
shapewear flattened Santi-
ago’s waist and boosted 
her back side. A flat butt 
can ruin an outfit, says the 
New York stay-at-home 
mother of  two. Lopez is 
her butt idol, but she also 
covets the bottoms of  re-
ality TV stars on “The 
Real Housewives of  At-
lanta” and “Love & Hip 
Hop.”

“I always wanted a big 
butt,” Santiago says. 
“Something you could 
look twice at.”

There are dollars to be 
made in bigger behinds Benton Harbor and Ste-

vensville cast ballots, with 
one vote for every room 
they represent.

Huminsky didn’t have 
the total of  the vote be-
cause state offices were 
closed for Veterans Day, 
but had been alerted by 
Travel Michigan that a 
majority had approved the 
proposal.

Supporters of  the 
change argued that many 
other areas in Michigan 
already charge the 5 per-
cent maximum, and out-
strip this area in their ad-
vertising as a result.

Others were concerned 
about the possible harm 
of  raising room rates.

Patel said he doesn’t 
think visitors are going to 
notice a 3 percent increase, 
and pointed out that 

South Bend has a 13 per-
cent bed tax.

A beefed-up marketing 
effort will benefit hotels 
and motels, and restau-
rants, shops and other 
businesses, Huminsky 
said. 

“People won’t be com-
ing for just one day. They 
will have a vacation expe-
rience while they’re here. 
I’ve said it before, even 
during a blizzard in Janu-
ary, we live in paradise 
and need to tell more peo-
ple about it.”

Tourism is the second or 
third-largest industry in 
Michigan, she said, and 
Southwest Michigan needs 
to claim more of  that rev-
enue.

The final goal is to align 
the region with the state-
wide Pure Michigan tour-
ism campaign.

Patel said Pure Michi-
gan is “a huge campaign” 
that reaches the entire 

country, and this region 
has waited too long to get 
on board. “Once we are in 
that we will hit the jack-
pot. With that Benton 
Harbor and St. Joseph will 
be on the map.”

Participating in the Pure 
Michigan campaign will 
require $500,000 in local 
funds, which would be 
matched with $500,000 
from the state. Huminsky 
said the Tourist Council 
could contribute $250,000, 
and will be looking for 
partners to kick in the 
rest.

In the meantime, plans 
call for more advertising 
and billboards, website 
upgrades and a bigger on-
line presence, targeting 
potential visitors from 
Chicago and St. Louis, as 
well as Ohio, Wisconsin 
and Indiana. The organiz-
ers are interested in at-
tracting more meetings 
and professional confer-

ences.
A committee made up 

of  the hotel/motel owners 
will meet to finish details 
for the marketing plan.

Patel said he wants to 
include downtown and 
business associations, 
breweries, wineries and 
other attractions to come 
up with a unified plan.

“For too long we have 
all had our separate mar-
keting efforts. It’s time for 
businesses to pull togeth-
er,” he said.

It will be a while before 
the tourism budget feels 
the influx of  funding. 
Huminsky said they get 
most of  their tax dollars 
between July and Octo-
ber.

“It will be a building 
process,” Huminsky said. 
“We have to collect it be-
fore we can spend it.”

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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From page A1

residents.
Commissioner Fran 

Chickering said many peo-
ple now live in a paperless 
world. “If these people are 
like my kids, they don’t even 
have stamps. They don’t live 
in that world.”

The surveys, both on pa-
per and online, will have 
tracking numbers to avoid 
multiple responses.

The last time the city sent 
out a master plan survey, in 
2006, 20 percent of resi-
dents responded, a huge 
number. Those surveys 
went to registered voters.

The drawback of sending 
surveys only to registered 
voters is that as many as 
1,000 of those no longer live 
in the city. That method 
would miss some taxpayers, 
business owners and foreign 
nationals not registered to 
vote.

Mailing surveys to tax-
payers would miss renters, 
Garey said.

For the last survey, many 
of the respondents were 
older residents who have 
more time to fill the forms.

Commissioner Mary 
Goff said she is interested 
in hearing from younger 
residents because many of 
the questions on the survey 
will deal with future devel-
opment.

Goff wasn’t in favor of 
having too broad a reach, 
by making the surveys avail-
able to non-residents at res-
taurants or the St. Joseph 
Today Welcome Center.

“I’m not sure I want to 
hand out the survey to any-
body and everybody with-
out tracking” who it came 
from, Goff said.

Taxpayers should have a 
big say since they’re the ones 
who will be paying for any 
future projects down the 
road, Goff said.

Including the surveys 
with the city calendar would 
have required having the 

questions ready before 
Thanksgiving, Hodgson 
said.

Mailing them will give 
commissioners more time 
to draft the survey.

City commissioners and 
the Planning Commission 
will review the survey before 
final approval.

Commissioner Jeff Rich-
ards said they would get a 
better response by mailing 
the survey after the first of 
the year, instead of during 
the holiday season.

The survey will be only 
one element used as the city 
revises its master plan, Gar-
ey said. “It’s just one tool in 
the tool box.”

The master plan review, 
dubbed Resilient St. Joseph, 
has included a series of 
community meetings.

The next discussion, on 
coastal development, will 
take place 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Thursday at City Hall. The 
first session, 5:30-6:45, will 
feature presentations from 
University of Michigan re-
searchers and Great Lakes 
expert Guy Meadows.

The second session, 
7-8:30, will be a discussion 
of options for the St. Joseph 
harbor, including the loca-
tion of commercial ports.

Berrien County officials 
have recommended that 
commercial docks be shift-
ed from the inner to the 
outer harbor to save money 
on dredging and to separate 
freighters from recreational 
boats.

Some city commissioners 
have objected to locating 
commercial docks across 
from the Upton Arboretum 
and adjacent to some resi-
dences.

County officials said that 
it is necessary to obtain ap-
proval from St. Joseph to 
obtain a federal grant need-
ed to relocate the docks.

Information on the mas-
ter plan is available at www.
resilientmichigan.org/st._
joe.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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of the brownfield (issue), 
they couldn’t build, so the 
golf course was the only 
option,” Bergan said. “The 
community thinks, ‘they 
didn’t make it work’ – that’s 
not the case.”

Trustee Judy Truesdell 
said the center followed the 
same blueprint, which 
LMC pursued with its Ber-
trand Crossing campus in 
Niles. Bertrand Crossing is 
also in an industrial area.

“Clearly, no one had a 
crystal ball 14 years ago,” 
she said.

Harrison said the center’s 
isolation proved another 
key factor in the college’s 
decision.

“It’s not an issue with the 
building. It’s not an issue 
with the programs – those 
have been very successful. 
It’s really the geographic lo-
cation,” he said.

The college had been dis-
cussing the matter since last 
May with the EDA, which 
is a sub-agency of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
The EDA awarded a 
$579,520 grant in 1999 to 
help offset the center’s con-
struction costs, Harrison 
said.

“They finally told us, af-
ter a lengthy waiting peri-

od, what the process is. 
We’re just making sure that 
we’re clear about our next 
steps, depending on what 
happens,” he said.

The EDA wanted the 
resolution from LMC.

If a sale takes place, 
board approval would still 
be required for site and de-
sign work of a proposed 
new manufacturing and 
technology center.

Harrison said it’s too 
early to tell how appealing 
the center might seem to a 
potential buyer.

He said he expects to 
provide a more comprehen-
sive update for the board 
by next month’s meeting.

“It’s hard to predict who 
might be interested, or who 
might not – you just never 
know,” he said.

The board authorized an 
application to the Michi-
gan Economic Develop-
ment Corp. for funding 
through the Community 
College Skilled Trade 
Equipment Program.

Harrison said he expects 
the college to apply for $1.5 
million to $2 million 
through the program.

“It would expand our ca-
pabilities for some of the 
new programs, like more 
CNC (machining). It’s all 
within our strategic plan 
for manufacturing,” he 
said.

Don Campbell / HP staff

Bill VanHusan of Dowagiac demonstrates TIG welding in 2012 
at Lake Michigan College’s M-TEC building in Benton Harbor. 
LMC trustees Tuesday agreed to sell the building and move 
M-TEC to the main campus.

M-TEC
From page A1

JUNEAU, Alaska — 
Alaska election officials 
began Tuesday to count 
thousands of outstanding 
ballots that will decide the 
U.S. Senate race.

Republican challenger 
Dan Sullivan led first-term 
Democratic Sen. Mark Be-
gich by about 8,100 votes 
on election night last week. 
About 50,000 absentee, 
questioned and early-voted 
ballots remained to be 
counted, starting Tuesday.

Observers affiliated with 
candidates or political par-
ties and news reporters 

watched as election work-
ers opened ballots, re-
viewed those in which vot-
ers’ qualifications were 
questioned and tallied 
votes in election centers in 
Juneau and other parts of 
the state.

Begich is no stranger to 
come-from-behind wins. In 
2008, Republican Sen. Ted 
Stevens led Begich by 
about 3,000 votes in a race 
Begich won about two 
weeks later by less than 
4,000 votes.

The dynamics of that 
race, though, were differ-

ent, with the election com-
ing days after a jury found 
Stevens guilty in a federal 
corruption trial. The case 

was later tossed by a judge, 
prompting many Republi-
cans to believe Begich’s 
win was a fluke.

Alaska begins ballot count to decide Senate race
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SHARE THE LOVE OF JESUS
AND THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

Pack a Shoebox for Operation Christmas Child

Participate with Fairplain Presbyterian
210 W. Napier Ave.

Benton Harbor
(269) 925-0041

For more information on the program and what to pack visit fairplainpc.com

NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK
NOV. 17 - 24

adnum=60519268

Kubota BX Series
Starting at

www.hfstractor.com
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H.F.S. TRACTOR
SALES & SERVICE
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