
Herald Palladium 11/19/2014

Copyright (c)2014 The Herald-Palladium 11/19/2014 November 19, 2014 1:57 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


Lee E. Mays

Lee E. Mays, 73, was 
called home to be with the 
Lord on Nov. 11, 2014, af-
ter a lengthy illness. He 
was born April 13, 1941, to 
Roland Mays and Willie B. 
Mays in Calhoun City, 
Miss.

He con-
fessed Jesus 
Christ at an 
early age. He 
later moved 
to Steel, Mo., 
and married 
Flora Palm-
er. To their 
union five 
children were 
born. Later in life, he mar-
ried Sarah Mays. He was 
employed in 1967 at Bosch 
and retired from after 30 
years of  service.

Lee leaves to cherish his 
memories his loving wife, 
Sarah Mays of  Benton 
Harbor; five children: An-
thony Mays (special friend 
Lisa), Earbie Jr. (Lavera) 
Mays and Tomika (Har-
land) Taylor, all of  Benton 
Harbor; Freeman (Tonya) 
Mays of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; and Palora Mays of 
Kalamazoo; three broth-
ers: Robert (Mary) Mays 
of  Hometown, Mo.; John 
(Chris) Mays of  Benton 
Harbor; and Willie Mays 
of  Grenada, Miss.; one sis-
ter, Eunice Willis of  Cal-
houn County, Miss.; two 
godsons: Donald Crafton 
and Carl Yates; 17 grand-
children; 25 great-grand-
children; a special niece, 
Rachelle Mays; a special 
sister-in-law, Ollie Pinson; 
and a host of  nephews, 
nieces, cousins and 
friends.

Lee was preceded in 
death by his parents; a sis-
ter, Jessie Mae Kemp; and 
a brother, Roland Mays Jr.

Funeral services will be 
Friday, Nov. 21, 2014, at 
Israelite Baptist Church, 
1715 Highland Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor. Visitation will 
begin at 10 a.m. and funer-
al service at 11 a.m. Burial 
will follow in Crystal 
Springs Cemetery. Sign his 
guest book at                     www.
robbinsbrothersfh.com. 
Arrangements are by Rob-
bins Brothers Funeral 
Home in Benton Harbor.

Lydia Jones
On Nov. 11, 2014, God 

called home one of  his 
faithful servants, Lydia 
Diane Jones. Her work on 
Earth was done.

F u n e r a l 
services will 
be at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 
21, 2014, at 
H i g h l a n d 
Avenue Sev-
enth-day Ad-
v e n t i s t 
Church, 2075 
H i g h l a n d 
Ave, Benton 
Harbor. Burial will follow 
in Crystal Springs Ceme-
tery. Viewing will be one 
hour prior to the service, 
from 10-11 a.m. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Hoven Funeral Home in 
Buchanan. Online condo-
lences may be made at 
www.hovenfunerals.com. 

Lydia was born Sept. 15, 
1954. She was the fourth 
child born to the late Na-
thaniel and Annie Woods 
Armstrong. She was born 
and raised in Benton Har-
bor. Her education started 
at Edith Garrett SDA ele-
mentary through junior 
high, graduating from 
Benton Harbor Senior 
High, and later attending 
Lake Michigan College. 
Her hobbies were crafting 
flowers and cooking, and 
her passion was lending a 
hand wherever needed. She 
married Gerom Jones, and 
to this union one son, Ter-

rence Geron Woods, was 
born. Lydia worked as a 
guest assistant at Caretel 
Inns and also at the Ben-
ton Harbor Meijer store. 
Lydia loved the Lord, her 
church family, natural 
family and friends. She was 
a faithful servant at High-
land Avenue Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. She 
held many positions 
through the years, includ-
ing choir, usher, hospitality 
coordinator and soup 
kitchen director. 

She leaves to cherish her 
memory her son, Terrence 
Geron (Sereana Ray) 
Woods Sr.; brothers: Na-
thanial (Juanita) Woods 
II, Jerry Lee (Cora) Woods 
and Fredrick (Coralynn) 
Woods Sr.; sisters, Sally 
(Michael) Carr and Delo-
res Woods-Jones; half-sis-
ters: Lisa Phillips, Cindy 
Woods and Natalie Woods; 
grandchildren: Terrence 
Geron Woods Jr., Lia 
Woods, Terricka Pearl 
Woods, Lydia Diane 
Woods, Leila Ann Woods 
and Tristan Eliron Woods; 
special friend, Benard; and 
devoted sister-in-law, Mary 
“Mae Ruth” Davis. 

William ‘Bill’ Magley
William “Bill” Magley, 

57, of  Stevensville passed 
away Sunday, Nov, 16, 
2014, at his favorite place 
in the world, Grand Mere 
State Park.

A celebra-
tion of  life 
service will 
be at 11 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y, 
Nov. 20, 
2014, at The 
Chapel, 4250 
Washington 
Ave., St. Jo-
seph, with 
Mike Gathright officiating. 
Friends may visit with the 
family from 3-7 p.m. today, 
Nov. 19, 2014, at Starks & 
Menchinger Chapel, 2650 
Niles Road, St. Joseph. 
Memorials may be made 
to Heroes Camp, http://
www.heroescamp.com/   
donate/. Those wishing to 
sign Bill’s memory book 
online may do so at www.
starks-menchinger.com or 
Bill’s Facebook page at               
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /         
william.magley. 

Bill was born Feb. 27, 
1957, in South Bend to 
William and Mary (Nagy) 
Magley. He received a 
Bachelor of  Arts degree in 
education and a master’s 
degree in educational 
leadership and profession-
al certification in second-
ary administration from 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity. He continued his 
education at Valparaiso 
University, where he re-
ceived an ETS National 
Licensure in administra-
tion. He was a longtime 
teacher, school adminis-
trator, athletic director 
and coach at various area 
schools, including Berrien 
Springs, Cedar Lane, Riv-
er Valley, New Prairie, Bu-
chanan and Dream Acad-
emy in Benton Harbor. 
Additionally he was a case 
manager at Berrien Coun-
ty Juvenile Center. Bill 
also trained and coached 
for Lake Michigan Col-
lege, Lakeshore High 
School, Lake Michigan 
Catholic High School and 
Palisades Nuclear Power 
Plant. Currently, he was 
the assistant principal at 
the Career Academy in 
South Bend. 

During his time at 
Dream Academy, Bill was 
acknowledged by First 
Lady Michelle Obama for 
his 100 Mile March initia-
tive sparked by her Let’s 
Move Campaign. He was a 
triathlete, enjoyed hiking, 
biking and running, all 
while listening to his favor-

ite music as loud as possi-
ble. Through these pas-
sions he founded and was 
the visionary of  Nature’s 
Fitness, which he started 
in 2010. He trained at 
Grand Mere State Park, 
North Lake Park, and on 
the beaches and woods of 
Lake Michigan. Bill was a 
deeply spiritual person and 
enjoyed the music and 
message at Storyline 
Church. Bill’s mission in 
life was to mold and men-
tor youths and young 
adults-senior citizens, en-
couraging them to reach 
their full potential in health 
and their own personal 
goals.

Bill is survived by his 
love, soul mate and best 
friend, Carole Meier; four 
children: William Ryan 
Magley of  St. Joseph, Ra-
chel Mary Magley of  Se-
attle, Jonathan Caleb 
Magley of  St. Joseph and 
Lindsey Marie (Chad) Bal-
lard of  Portage; his step-
mother, Alberta Magley of 
Sun Lakes, Ariz.; three sib-
lings: Patrick (Bobbie Jean) 
Magley of  South Bend, 
Susan Magley of  San 
Francisco and David (Ev-
elyn) Magley of  Bramp-
ton, Ontario; and extended 
family, friends and clients 
of  Nature’s Fitness. Bill 
was preceded in death by 
his parents.

Ida Mae Allen
Ida Mae Allen, 90, of 

Covington, Ga., formerly 
of  Benton Harbor, transi-
tioned into Heaven on Sat-
urday, Nov. 15, 2014, at 
Newton Medical Center in 
Covington.

S e r v i c e s 
ce lebrat ing 
her life will 
be at 1 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 
21, at Fair-
plain Chapel 
of  Florin Fu-
neral Service 
in Benton 
H a r b o r . 
Burial will follow in Crys-
tal Springs Cemetery. Visi-
tation will begin at noon at 
the chapel.  Please share 
messages, memories or 
photos at www.florin.net.

Ida Mae Allen, the 
eighth of  nine children, 
was born Oct. 3, 1924, to 
the late Miles and Mary 
Nelums in Hermandale, 
Mo. Ida met and married 
the late Randolph Cur-
rington, and to this union 
two daughters were born, 
Helen Bainsford and Bar-
bara Lofton. In 1950, Ida 
married Forest Allen, and 
he preceded her in death in 
1993. Together they cele-
brated 43 years of  mar-
riage. Ida Mae was an awe-
some homemaker, great 
cook, a loyal Democrat 
and a great debater. She 
loved to talk (a comedian 
at times) and shop, shop, 
shop (especially mail-order 
catalogs). Ida Mae was 
also very crafty and cre-
ative. She loved to paint, 
sew, knit and macramé. 
Later in life she ventured 
into doll and jewelry mak-
ing, and many people had 
the pleasure of  receiving 
one of  her handmade ar-
tistic creations.

Ida leaves to cherish her 
memory her daughter, Bar-
bara (James) Lofton of 
Covington, Ga.; son-in-
law, Buford Jackson of  At-
lanta; seven grandchildren: 
Rita (Jendayi Talibah) 
Jackson, Sheryl (Reginald) 
Tyree, Rodney (Jamie) 
Jackson, Cynthia Godley, 
Marlon (Wiladean) Jack-
son, Jamie Lofton and 
Staci Lofton; nine great-
grandchildren; 11 great-
great-grandchildren; two 

great-great-great-grand-
children; a brother, Elijah 
Nelums; two sisters, Isa-
belle Sesson and Essie Mae 
Nelums; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
daughter, Helen Marie 
Bainsford in 2013; four 
brothers: Sam, Taylor, 
Roosevelt and Ben; and 
two sisters, Phyllis and 
Goldleaner.

Michael W. Heritz
Michael W. Heritz, 53, 

of  Granger, Ind., passed 
away Saturday, Nov. 15, 
2014, after a lengthy battle 
with alcoholism. Mike 
was born Oct. 23, 1961, in 
St. Joseph to the late Wal-
ter and Evelyn (Rupp) 
Heritz.

Surviving 
is his wife of 
25 years, 
Peggy Heritz 
of  Granger, 
and their 
c h i l d r e n : 
Robert, Mat-
thew, Laura 
and Jennifer 
Heritz, all of 
Granger. Also surviving is 
his sister, Kim (Mike) Wil-
liams of  Kalamazoo.

Mike was employed as 
an accountant for several 
years with various firms in 
the area, including A.M. 
General in Mishawaka. 
He loved to fish and re-
cently enjoyed a fishing 
vacation in Alaska with 
friends. He also enjoyed 
family celebrations and 
playing cards. Mike was a 
member of  Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Elkhart 
for many years.

 Visitation will be from 
4-7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20, 
2014, at Chapel Hill Funer-
al Home in Osceola. There 
also will be one hour of 
calling prior to the 1 p.m. 
funeral service Friday, Nov. 
21, 2014, at Chapel Hill Fu-
neral Home, with Pastor 
Robert Schallhorn of Trin-
ity Lutheran Church pre-
siding. Interment will fol-
low in Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens, Osceo-
la.

In his memory, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Building Fund or the 
American Cancer Society. 
To leave online condo-
lences for the Heritz fami-
ly, please visit www.
chapelhillmemorial.com.
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Getting it straight

The Herald-Palladium makes every effort to ensure accura-
cy in its stories.

If you think there is an error, please contact the editor of the 
page on which it occurred. If you are unsure of whom to con-
tact, call Assistant Local News Editor Jim Dalgleish at  429-
1293.

■ ST. JOSEPH — Jakeeme Griffin was found guilty 
by a Berrien County jury Oct. 10 on several charges 
related to a gunfight in Benton Township. A story in 
Tuesday’s Herald-Palladium about the sentencing of 
Griffin gave the wrong conviction date.

Leroy “Lee” Cham-
pagne, 88, of St. Joseph 
died Tuesday, Nov. 18, 
2014, at Pine Ridge Reha-
bilitation and Nursing Cen-
ter in Stevensville. Dey-Flo-
rin Chapel, Florin Funeral 
Service, St. Joseph, 983-
1514.

Catherine B. Cowan, 85, 
of Stevensville died Tues-
day, Nov. 18, 2014, at Lake-
land Regional Medical Cen-
ter in St. Joseph. Starks & 
Menchinger Chapel & Cre-
mation Services, St. 
Joseph, 556-9450.

Jesse Dean DeMay, 88, 
of Coloma died Monday, 
Nov. 17, 2014, at Lakeland 
Community Hospital in 
Niles. Calvin Funeral Home, 
Hartford, 621-4101. 

Larry Gene Merritt, 65, of 
Coloma died Thursday, Nov. 
13, 2014, at Lakeland 
Regional Medical Center in 
St. Joseph. Calvin Funeral 
Home, Hartford, 621-4101.

Richard Weed, 62, of St. 
Joseph died Monday, Nov. 
18, 2014, at Lakeland 
Regional Medical Center in 
St. Joseph. Starks & 
Menchinger Chapel and 
Cremation Services, St. 
Joseph, 556-9450. 

Death notices
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Reid urges 
Obama to  
act quickly on 
immigration
By ERICA WERNER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid said Tuesday 
that President Barack 
Obama should take exec-
utive action as quickly as 
possible to remake the na-
tion’s immigration sys-
tem. 

It was a shift from last 
week when Reid said 
Obama should wait to act 
until Congress had com-
pleted work on must-pass 
spending legislation to 
fund the government into 
next year.

“I believe that when the 
president decides to do 
his executive order, he 
should go big, as big as he 
can,” Reid told reporters 
on Capitol Hill, adding 
that he had spoken with 
Obama on Monday. “I 
said he should do some-
thing as quickly as he 
can.” 

However, other Demo-
crats suggested Obama 
should wait, amid some 
concern that Obama’s 
unilateral action on immi-
gration could impede 
progress on a spending 
bill that Congress must 
pass by Dec. 11 to keep 
the government running. 

“She doesn’t want any-
thing to get in the way of 
getting an omnibus ap-
proved,” said Vincent 
Morris, spokesman for 
Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman 
Barbara Mikulski, 
D-Md., without com-
menting on timing.  

“I wish he would let the 
process work for a few 
months before he did 
this,” said Sen. Jon Tester, 

D-Mont.
The White House has 

not said when Obama will 
act, but activists and 
Democrats expect it could 
come as early as this week. 
The president is expected 
to take administrative 
steps to protect as many 
as 5 million people in the 
country illegally from de-
portation, and grant them 
work permits.

The planned move has 
infuriated Republicans 
fresh off  midterm victo-
ries in which they retook 
the Senate and increased 
their majority in the 
House. GOP lawmakers 
in the House and Senate 
huddled Tuesday to weigh 
possible responses, with 
party leaders aiming for a 
solution that avoids a gov-
ernment shutdown. 

House Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Hal 
Rogers, R-Ky., advanced 
a new approach at a GOP 
meeting Tuesday morn-
ing. Called “rescissions,” 
it would allow Congress 
to pass the full-year 
spending bill favored by 
Rogers and other leaders, 
and then later go back 
and delete funding for 
specific programs, trying 
to undo Obama’s action 
that way. 

Another approach 
would be to extend full-
year funding for most 
government programs but 
to try to single out the 
Homeland Security divi-
sions that would be re-
sponsible for paying for 
Obama’s executive action, 
and fund them only on a 
short-term basis, or make 
their funding contingent 
on stopping Obama’s ac-
tion. 
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Carolyn Kaster / AP

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada pauses during a 
news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday. 

Some GOP senators oppose 
NSA phone records measure
By KEN DILANIAN
AP Intelligence Writer

WASHINGTON — 
The fate of  President Ba-
rack Obama’s proposal to 
end bulk collection of 
American phone records 
by the National Security 
Agency was in doubt 
Tuesday as key Republi-
can senators began lining 
up against it.

The White House-
backed legislation, known 
as the USA Freedom Act, 
faced a cloture vote in the 
Senate, meaning that 60 
votes would be required to 
allow final consideration. 
The bill would end the 
NSA’s collection of  do-
mestic calling records, in-
stead requiring the agency 
to obtain a court order 
each time it wants to ana-
lyze the records in terror-
ism cases, and obtain the 
records from the tele-
phone companies. In 
many cases the companies 
store the records for 18 
months.

The revelation that the 
spying agency had been 
collecting and storing do-
mestic phone records since 
shortly after the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 

was among the most sig-
nificant by Edward 
Snowden, a former agency 
network administrator who 
turned over secret NSA 
documents to journalists. 
The NSA says it queries 
the records about 300 times 
a year, using known terror-
ist phone numbers, to de-
termine whether any plots 
are active inside the United 
States.

Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
said he would oppose the 
USA Freedom Act be-
cause it would “hinder the 
ability of  intelligence com-
munity analysts to query a 
database to determine 
links between potential 
terrorists.” He urged col-
leagues to oppose the 
measure.

McConnell pointed out 
that the bill includes no 
requirement that the tele-
phone companies contin-
ue to hold the data.

Another Republican, 
Sen. Rand Paul of  Ken-
tucky, has said he will vote 
“no” for a different rea-
son: He doesn’t believe the 
bill goes far enough in 
preventing the NSA from 
examining domestic re-
cords.
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