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SPORTS
Bowls  

once again 
may cut      
it close     

on eligible 
teams

With the addition of 
a few more college 

football bowl games this 
season, the NCAA could 
be hard-pressed to come 
up with enough six-win 
teams to fi ll all the bowls.

There 
are 40 bowl 
games 
slated this 
season 
including 
the three 
(two 
semifi nals 
and nation-
al title 
game) 

required to determine the 
national champion. 

Thus, that leaves 37 
other bowls – or 74 teams 
needed–  to fi ll the entire 
fi eld. Following last 
weekend’s games, a total 
of 61 teams were bowl 
eligible, but four of them 
will be playing for it all, 
so that leaves 57. 

With basically two 
weeks left in the regular 
season, another 20 teams 
(including “mighty” 
Michigan) need one more 
win to secure a bowl 
berth. Folks, it’s going to 
be close. 

Last season, there were 
only two teams that 
qualifi ed that did not get 
a bowl game, but there 
were only 35 bowl games 
then and no playoffs.

Nine of the bowls 
currently have Big Ten 
affi liations. Only Ohio 
State has a chance to 
make the playoffs, and 
the Buckeyes probably 
need outside help. 

Since the Rose Bowl is 
hosting a national 
semifi nal this season, the 
Big Ten champ will not 
appear in it, unless Ohio 
State makes the “Final 
Four.”

That leaves the follow-
ing bowls with Big Ten 
affi liations:

Dec. 26 - Zaxby’s 
Heart of Dallas (vs. 
Conference USA) at 
Cotton Bowl.

Dec. 26 - Quick Lane 
(vs. ACC) at Ford Field.

Dec. 27 - New Era 
Pinstripe (vs. ACC) at 
Yankee Stadium.

Dec. 27 - Holiday (vs. 
Pac-12) at San Diego.

Dec. 30 - Music City 
(vs. SEC or ACC) at 
Nashville.

Dec. 30 - San Fran-
cisco (vs. Pac-12) at Santa 
Clara.

Jan. 1 - Citrus (vs. 
SEC) at Orlando.

Jan. 1 - Outback (vs. 
SEC) at Tampa Bay.

Jan. 2 - Tax Slayer (vs. 
SEC or ACC) at Jack-
sonsville.

The Cotton Bowl (Jan. 
1) at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas, plus the 
Peach Bowl and Fiesta 
Bowl, both on Dec. 31, 
will each pair two teams 
from conferences yet to 
be determined.

The Big Ten could have 
bowl spots for up to 12 
teams. Currently nine Big 
Ten teams have qualifi ed. 

Michigan is one win 
away (better get it this 
week Wolverines), while 
Northwestern and 
Illinois need to win their 
last two. That won’t 
happen as they play each 
other on Nov. 29.

Question answered
Just in case you were 

wondering – like I was 
– of the 12 members of 
the College Football 
Playoff (CFP) selection 

Al
Arend

Big Al’s Picks

See BIG AL, page C3

Eight-man football 
state championship

■ Lawrence (12-0)  vs.                                            
      Cedarville (11-1)

■ 7 p.m. Friday

■ Greenville High School

One more to go for Lawrence

By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

A juggernaut of an of-
fense has guided Lawrence 
to its fi rst eight-man state 
title appearance.

The Tigers have scored a 
school record 694 points 
and quarterback Derek 
Gribler has been close to 
unstoppable.

None of this comes as a 
surprise to the undefeated 
Tigers though.

“This is exactly where we 
said we wanted to be and 
could be when we started 
the season,” Lawrence 

coach Cody Caswell said. 
“State is right in front of us 
on Friday.”

When Lawrence takes the 
fi eld at 7 p.m. Friday at 
Greenville High School, the 
Tigers will be up against a 
tough Cedarville defense.

Statistically, the eight-
man third-ranked Trojans 
(11-1) have the best defense 
No. 2 Lawrence has played 

this season.
They have fi ve shutouts 

and have given up just 72 
points this season on their 
way to a state champion-
ship berth.

“They play pretty well on 
that side of the ball,” Cas-
well said. “They have held 
their own against the teams 

No. 2 Lawrence to 
play No. 3 Cedarville 
for 8-man state title

See TIGERS, page C2

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Sabrina Trujillo shoots while under pressure from Schoolcraft’s Stefani Polkowski during the second 
half of Wednesday’s game.

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL Lions’ 
passing 
game 
still 
evolving
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

ALLEN PARK — Cal-
vin Johnson is back on the 
fi eld, the season is more 
than half over and the De-
troit Lions are still waiting 
for more production from 
their passing game.

“It’s a lot of different 
variables that go into us not 
being as productive as we 
want to be,” Johnson said. 
“Of course we want to be 
more explosive out there 
and make more plays. It’s 
coming. Right now it’s just 
taking some time.”

The Lions are tied for 
fi rst in the NFC North, and 
they have a very good 
chance to make the playoffs, 
but they’ve succeeded in 
unexpected fashion this 
season, with quarterback 
Matthew Stafford and the 
offense remaining quiet for 
extended stretches. Detroit’s 
defense is ranked No. 1 in 
the NFL, but the team’s in-
ability to move the ball con-
sistently is becoming a con-
cern.

The Lions (7-3) were held 
without a touchdown in a 
14-6 loss at Arizona last 
weekend. Next up is a trip 
to New England, and to up-
set the Patriots, Detroit will 
probably need big contribu-
tions from both sides of the 
ball.

“I think you know what 
team you’re playing, you 
study your opponent. Every 
time we touch the ball, we’re 
trying to put points up, 
there’s no question,” 
Stafford said. “We know 
they’ve been successful, es-
pecially at their place, on 
offense — playing really 
well and getting off to fast 
starts. So it’s on us to match 
that and make sure that we 
play well.”

Detroit fell behind 14-0 
in the fi rst quarter against 
the Cardinals, then shut out 
Arizona for the rest of the 
game. Stafford and the of-
fense could manage only 
two fi eld goals.

After averaging 4,885 
yards passing per season 
from 2011-13, Stafford’s 
production is down a bit 
this year. He has avoided 

Matt York / AP

Arizona quarterback Drew 
Stanton, left, greets Detroit 
quarterback Matthew Stafford 
after last Sunday’s game. Ari-
zona won 14-6.

See LIONS, page C4

Battling back

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

Lake Michigan College fi nally found a 
way to break down a tough Schoolcraft 
College defense in Wednesday’s women’s 
basketball game.

The Red Hawks used 
the outside shooting of 
Sabrina Trujillo and the 
inside scoring of Nicole 
Decker to rally from an 
early defi cit for a 64-59 
win in an early-season 
matchup of previously 
unbeaten teams.

“Any win in the month 
of November, when 
you’re trying to get your 
team together and you 

don’t have all your stuff in, is a great 
win,” LMC women’s coach Jason Coo-
per said. “To come in here and grind this 
out for a victory, we’ll take it.”

In the second game of the double-
header, the LMC men lost to School-
craft 85-81 despite a big second-half  
comeback.

Trujillo fi nished with 23 points, in-
cluding six 3-pointers.Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s LaBradford Sebree works his way around Schoolcraft’s 
DeShawndre Black during the first half of Wednesday’s game.

Trujillo leads Lake 
Michigan College women 

past Schoolcraft; LMC 
men fall despite late rally

LMC women

64
Schoolcraft

59

Schoolcraft

85
LMC men

81

See LMC, page C2
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BROASTED TURKEY DINNER
Includes: 
12-14lb Broasted Turkey, 5lbs mashed potatoes and 
gravy, 5 lbs seasoned bread stuffi ng, 5 lbs green bean 
casserole or corn, 1 lb cranberry relish, 16 dinner rolls.

Serves 10-12

$8995
ONLY
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“Sabrina’s a heck of a 
shooter,” Cooper said. “She 
can knock down six or sev-
en in a row if she gets hot. 
She’s going to be a volume 
shooter for us. When she’s 
not shooting so well, we’ve 
got to still go with her.

“She leads our team in re-
bounding, and she also did 
a good job defensively. She’s 
become an all-around play-
er.”

Decker added 14 points, 
including six key ones in the 
final four minutes. Her bas-
ket with 54 seconds left put 
LMC ahead for good at 61-
59.

LMC (3-0) struggled ear-
ly as Schoolcraft (4-1) used 
a 10-0 run to build a 17-8 
lead. The Ocelots kept that 
lead through the rest of the 
first half, holding a 28-25 
advantage at the break.

LMC shot just 9 for 35 
(26 percent) from the floor 
in the first half.

“Schoolcraft played a 
good game tonight,” Coo-
per said. “They have some 
good athleticism on the of-
fensive and defensive end. 
What we had to do in our 
offense in the halfcourt was 
take better shots. I think we 
were rushing in the first 
half.”

The Red Hawks also got 
good long-range shooting 
from Taylor Brandt, who 
scored all nine of her points 
on second-half 3-pointers.

Back-to-back 3-pointers 
by Trujillo and Brandt tied 
the score at 34 early in the 
second half, and the contest 
remained close the rest of 
the way.

T’era Nesbitt led School-
craft with 19 points. Rikki 
Sherdt had a game-high 14 
rebounds, giving the Oce-
lots a 52-38 advantage on 
the boards.

The LMC men (3-2) fell 
way behind in the first half. 
Schoolcraft (5-1) had a 55-
34 lead at the break.

“The first half we were 
outplayed in every compo-
nent of the game,” LMC 
men’s coach Doug Schaffer 
said. “Defense, rebounding, 
decision-making on offense, 
all three phases were poor, 
the worst that we’ve played 
so far this season. That be-
ing said, you give credit to 
the opponent, who had a 
lot to do with that.

“The difference was we 
played as a team in the sec-
ond half. The first half was 
very individualistic. Our de-
fense was better, and our of-
fense was a heck of a lot 
better as a result of that 
commitment to playing bet-
ter team basketball.”

The Red Hawks slowly 
got back in the game, and 
got as close as two on Mon-

tel Green’s breakaway dunk 
that made it 80-78.

LaBradford Sebree hit a 
3-pointer with 24 seconds 
left that again cut it to two 
at 83-81, but Ronald Booth 
then made two free throws 
to secure the win for the 
Ocelots.

Sebree scored 24 points 
and Alec Brown added 23 
for LMC. Both players 
made five 3-pointers.

“Both of them are shot-
makers and scorers,” Schaf-
fer said. “That’s a nice 
weapon to have in your ar-
senal.”

LMC held a moment of 
silence prior to both games 
for strength and condition-
ing coach Bill Magley, who 
passed away Sunday.

“It’s been an emotional 
week,” Schaffer said. 
“(Magley) has had a huge 
impact on us being bigger, 
faster, stronger. Not only 
did he help transform us 
physically, his leadership 
and his spirit and care for 
our guys was something 
that had a huge impact on 
them. We have a lot of guys 
in our locker room that are 
grieving, because we lost a 
dear friend.”

LMC WOMEN 64, SCHOOLCRAFT 59

SCHOOLCRAFT (59)
Sara Gammons 3 2-2 8, Elise Tolbert 6 0-0 
13, T’era Nesbitt 7 4-8 19, Ashley Bland 7 0-0 
15, Rikki Sherdt 1 0-4 2, Iayana Tucker 1 0-0 
2. Totals: 25 6-14 59.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (64)
Shalay Stevens 2 1-2 5, Nicole Decker 6 2-2 
14, Sarah Huffman 0 2-2 2, Sabrina Trujillo 7 
3-4 23, Lexi Firovich 1 0-0 3, Shelby Frederick 
0 2-4 2, Tammy Lee 1 0-0 3, Taylor Brandt 3 
0-0 9, Madison Cameron 1 0-0 3.
Halftime — Schoolcraft 28, LMC 25. 3-point 
goals — Schoolcraft 3 (Tolbert, Nesbitt, 

Bland), LMC 12 (Trujillo 6, Brandt 3, Firovich, 
Lee, Cameron). Total fouls — Schoolcraft 15, 
LMC 18. Fouled out — Bland (S). Technical 
fouls — none. Rebounds — Schoolcraft 
52 (Sherdt 14), LMC 38 (Stevens 9). Assists 
— Schoolcraft 12 (Gammons 4), LMC 15 
(Jasmine Love 4). Steals — Schoolcraft 5, 
LMC 9 (Trujillo 3, Stevens 3). Turnovers — 
Schoolcraft 26, LMC 15.
Records — Schoolcraft 4-1, LMC 3-0.

SCHOOLCRAFT 85, LMC MEN 81

SCHOOLCRAFT (85)
Marcus Williams 9 1-4 24, Anthony Wartley-
Fritz 2 0-1 4, DeShawndre Black 4 2-2 10, 
Ronald Booth 7 6-6 23, Tyler Johnson 5 0-0 
12, Ja’Christian Biles 1 2-2 4, Davon Taylor 
3 0-0 6, Moussa Harb 1 0-0 2. Totals: 32 
11-15 85.

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (81)
Montel Green 2 2-2 6, Alec Brown 8 2-2 23, 
Michael Bush 1 2-2 4, Labradford Sebree 
8 3-3 24, Arsenio Arrington 0 2-2 2, Darrell 
Ivy 1 0-0 3, Micah Schaffer 3 0-1 7, Kevion 
Morse 3 6-7 12. Totals: 26 17-19 81.
Halftime — Schoolcraft 55-34. 3-point 
goals — Schoolcraft 10 (Williams 5, Booth 3, 
Johnson 2), LMC 12 (Sebree 5, Brown 5, Ivy, 
Schaffer). Total fouls — Schoolcraft 20, LMC 
16. Fouled out — Wartley-Fritz (S). Technical 
fouls — none. Rebounds — Schoolcraft 34 
(Williams, 7 Taylor 7), LMC 33 (Arrington 9). 
Assists — Schoolcraft 20 (Black 8, Johnson 
8), LMC 13 (Bush 3, Mitch Meyer 3). Turnovers 
— Schoolcraft 10, LMC 8.
Records — Schoolcraft 5-1, LMC 3-2.

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 932-
0366, Twitter @HPBenSanders

C2 – THURSDAY, November 20, 2014 SPORTS The Herald-Palladium

SJ Athletic Hall 
nominations accepted

Nominations for the St. 
Joseph Athletic Hall of 
Fame will be accepted un-
til Nov. 30.

Nominations are open 
to former athletes, coaches 
and administrators. Ath-
letes must have graduated 
at least 10 years ago 
(2004). 

Coaches and adminis-
trators must have been re-
tired for four years.

Nomination forms may 
be downloaded or com-
pleted online from the St. 
Joseph High School web-
site, under the Athletic tab, 
then Hall of Fame.

Induction is scheduled 
for Feb. 20.

For more information, 
call the athletic office at 
926-3220.

Wings recall Ouellet, 
put Smith in 7-day IR

DETROIT (AP) — The 
Detroit Red Wings have 
recalled defenseman Xavi-
er Ouellet from Grand 
Rapids of the AHL and 
put defenseman Brendan 
Smith on seven-day injured 
reserve.

The team announced the 
moves Wednesday.

Ouellet played four 
games with the Red Wings 
last season and appeared 
briefly in Detroit’s first-
round playoff series against 
Boston. He was drafted by 
the Red Wings in the sec-
ond round in 2011.

Smith has two goals and 
four assists in 18 games 
this season for Detroit.

NBA’s first openly       
gay player retires

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Jason Collins, the first 
openly gay player in one of 
the four major North 
American professional 
leagues, announced his re-

tirement Wednesday after 
13 years in the NBA.

“It’s time and I’m very 
much looking forward to 
the next steps,” Collins said 
during a press conference 
Wednesday before the 
Brooklyn Nets played the 
Milwaukee Bucks.

The 35-year-old Collins 
disclosed his plans earlier 
in a first-person story for 
Sports Illustrated. It’s the 
same forum he used in 
April, 2013, to publicly re-
veal his sexuality. He was 
signed by the Nets in Feb-
ruary and played 22 games 
for the team. 

Collins said he decided 
to retire over the summer 
and had been trying to de-
termine how to make the 
announcement. He chose 
Wednesday because he was 
going to be in New York 
on business and attending 
the game to watch his for-
mer teammate and coach, 
Jason Kidd, coach the 
Bucks.

U.S. sanctions soccer 
team for drug ties

BOGOTA, Colombia 
(AP) — The U.S. has im-
posed sanctions on a pop-
ular Colombian soccer 
team for alleged ties to a 
drug cartel.

The Treasury Depart-
ment on Wednesday placed 
Envigado soccer club and 
its owner, Juan Pablo Up-
equi, on its foreign narcot-
ics kingpins list, freezing 
any U.S. assets they may 
have and barring Ameri-
cans from doing business 
with them.

Upequi is accused of us-
ing the club as a front to 
launder money on behalf  
of the Office of Envigado, 
a violent cocaine-traffick-
ing organization. 

The Envigado club says 
its finances are open for in-
spection and have been 
fully audited by Colombi-
an authorities. 

IN BRIEF

Television today

1:30 p.m. LPGA Tour 
Golf CME Group Tour Champi-
onship, First Round. (Live)

5:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Puerto Rico Tip-
Off — Boston College vs. New 
Mexico. (Live)

6:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Detroit Mercy at 
Michigan. (Live)

7:00 p.m. College 
Basketball 2K Classic — Iowa 
vs. Texas. First semifinal. (Live)

College Football 
Kansas State at West Virginia. 
(Live) 

7:30 p.m. College 
Football North Carolina at 
Duke. (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Southern Methodist 
at Indiana. (Live)

NHL Hockey 
Detroit Red Wings at Winnipeg 
Jets. (Live)

NBA Basketball Los 
Angeles Clippers at Miami Heat. 
(Live) 

9:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at 
Calgary Flames. (Live)

College Basketball 
2K Classic — California vs. Syra-
cuse. Second semifinal. (Live)

9:30 p.m. Golf Australian 
Masters, Second Round. (Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Chicago Bulls at 
Sacramento Kings.  (Live) 

3:00 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf DP World Tour 
Championship, Second Round. 
From Dubai.  (Live)

Friday

8:00 a.m. For-
mula One Racing Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix, Practice. (Live) 

LPGA Tour Golf CME 
Group Tour Championship, Sec-
ond Round. From Naples, Fla. 
(Live)

2:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Teams TBA. (Live)

5:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Teams TBA. (Live)

7:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Loyola-Chicago at 
Michigan State. (Live)

College Basketball 
2K Classic, Championship: Teams 
TBA. (Live)

7:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Detroit Pistons at 
Atlanta Hawks. (Live)

College Hockey 
UMass-Lowell at Notre Dame. 
(Live) 

NBA Basketball 
Cleveland Cavaliers at Washing-
ton Wizards. (Live)

College Football Texas-
El Paso at Rice. (Live) 

College Football 
San Jose State at Utah State. 
(Live) 

Golf Australian Masters, 
Third Round. From Melbourne, 
Australia. (Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Chicago Bulls at 
Portland Trail Blazers. (Live) 

European PGA Tour 
Golf DP World Tour Champion-
ship, Third Round. From Dubai. 
(Live) 

Radio today

6 p.m.
College basketball — Detroit 
at Michigan (WSJM-AM, 1400)

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Chiefs at Raiders (WSCR-
AM, 670)

9 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Flames 
(WGN-AM, 720)

10:30 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Kings (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

Friday

7 p.m.
College basketball — Loyola 
(Ill.) at Michigan State (WSCY-
FM, 103.7)

10:30 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Trailblazers 
(WMVP-AM, 1000)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 749

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 220

Austin Bornheim
Sports Writer
abornheim@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 222

that they have played.”
Lawrence and its myriad 

of weapons will look to 
break down the Trojans’ de-
fense that held Deckerville 
to 20 points in their snow-
laden semifinal.

“Offensively we can go in 
a lot of directions. Our O-
line is doing a very good 
time giving (Derek) Gribler 
plenty of time and he’s been 
able to find guys,” Caswell 
said. “If one guys is being 
covered well that usually 
means another guys is not 
being covered so well.”

In the Tigers’ semifinal 
win over top-ranked Peck, 
it was junior Jacob Albur-
tus who was the beneficiary 
of a mismatch.

Alburtus has his biggest 

game of the season, reeling 
in seven receptions for 136 
yards and three touch-
downs.

Getting players other 
than Gribler and receiver 
Matt Cammire involved has 
been key for the Tigers this 
postseason.

“Some of those earlier 
games when we are only 
playing starters a couple 
quarters and not throwing 
after the first we weren’t 
able to get him involved,” 
Caswell said of Alburtus. 
“But since games have got-
ten more important, since 
we’ve started playing better 
teams more guys have got-
ten involved and gotten 
their chance to really affect 
the game.”

As good as the Tiger wide 
receivers have been, the of-
fense is predicated on the 
play of quarterback Derek 

Gribler.
Against Peck, Gribler ac-

counted for all nine Law-
rence touchdowns and pro-
duced 551 total yards of 
offense. On the year he has 
2,295 passing yards, over 
1,400 rushing yards and 61 
total touchdowns.

“He’s been very good 
with the ball this year. He’s 
been able to get it to our 
guys and has only turned it 
over a handful of times,” 
Caswell said. “You can’t ask 
for more.”

When Caswell looks at 
tape of Cedarville quarter-
back Joe Duncan, it re-
minds him of Gribler.

Duncan, who had 283 to-
tal yards and four touch-
downs against Deckerville, 
is a tall player with long 
strides and speed when he 
gets into the open field.

“Having a QB like that 

ourselves we know how 
tough it will be to defend 
him,” Caswell said.

Returner and tight end 
Brad Causley also caught 
Caswell’s eye on film.

“He have very good ball 
skills from what we have 
seen,” Caswell said. “He’s 
very tall, can run well and is a 
guy you have to account for.”

This is Lawrence’s second 
year with an eight-man pro-
gram, and it will be the pro-
gram’s third state champi-
onship appearance in school 
history.

Lawrence won a Class 
DD state title in 1997 and 
lost in the 1990 Class D fi-
nal.

The Tigers are looking to 
becoming the first school to 
win an 11-man and eight-
man state title.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 
932-0370; @HPBornheim

TIGERS
From page C1

St. Joseph cross 
country and track 
athlete Skyler Arthur, 
center, signs his 
National Letter of 
Intent to Illinois State 
University. Pictured 
with him are coach 
Larz Petzke, left; his 
father, Michael Arthur; 
and coach Mike 
Mahler, right.
Contributed photo

SIGNING DAY

Lake Michigan 
College’s 
Montel Green 
shoots over 
Schoolcraft’s 
Ronald 
Booth, left, 
and Marcus 
Williams 
during the 
first half of 
Wednesday’s 
game.
Don Campbell /

 HP staff

LMC
From page C1

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Nicole Decker reaches for a pass 
against Schoolcraft’s Rikki Sherdt during the second half of 
Wednesday’s game.


