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THURSDAY, November 6, 2014 The Herald-Palladium Section D

ENTERTAINMENT

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
It’s been fi ve months since 
Denver-based Trout Steak 
Revival won the band com-
petition at the 41st annual 
Telluride Bluegrass Festival, 
and the impact of that mo-
ment is just starting to set 
in.

Winning the competition 
means Trout Steak Revival 
becomes the fi rst band 
booked to play next year’s 
prestigious festival, which, 
as in years past, is sure to 
sell out. It also means the 
fi ve-member mountain mu-
sic band joins the ranks of 
previous winners Nickel 

Creek, the Dixie Chicks and 
Greensky Bluegrass.

“That was one of the best 
days of our lives, and we’re 
still feeling it,” banjo player 
and Grand Rapids native 
Travis McNamara says by 
telephone from Denver. “I 
had a full-time job and put 
in my two-week notice right 
after Telluride. We had a re-
ally full summer to begin 
with but after Telluride we 
just got so many more op-
portunities to play. We got a 
headlining slot at the Fox 
Theatre in Boulder, and fes-
tivals for next summer are 
being booked now.”

The win also inspired 
Trout Steak Revival – which 
in addition to McNamara 
includes Steve Foltz (man-
dolin/guitar), Will Koster 
(dobro/guitar), Bevin Foley 
(fi ddle) and Casey Houlihan 
(upright bass) – to set out 
on the band’s fi rst Midwest 
tour, which includes Satur-

day’s stop at The Livery. 
“Since we all quit our jobs 

it’s been fun to talk creative-
ly about tours and what we 
wanted to do,”  McNamara 
says. “I’m from Grand Rap-
ids, Will’s from Kent City, 
and Steve and Casey are 
from Wisconsin. It’s where 
we grew up, it’s where our 
roots are. We have so many 
friends and family who have 
supported us but have never 
seen us play. So this Mid-
west tour is one of the fi rst 
things we wanted to do.”

Although Trout Steak 
Revival is fi rmly rooted in 
Colorado’s thriving string-
band scene, its origins can 
be traced back to Newaygo, 
Mich., where McNamara, 
Koster and Houlihan fi rst 
started playing together as 
counselors at Camp Henry.

“As counselors you play a 
lot of acoustic music around 
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Trout Steak Revival, the Denver-based roots music band featuring, from left, Steve Foltz, Will 
Koster, Bevin Foley, Travis McNamara and Casey Houlihan, will perform Saturday at The Livery in 
Benton Harbor.

Telluride Bluegrass 
Festival winners   
play The Livery on 
first Midwest tour

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Translating an 
animated television show to the theatrical 
stage has its share of challenges.

For dancer and puppeteer Sherrell 
Whitmire, who portrays Gabriela in the 
touring production of “Jim Henson’s Sid the 
Science Kid Live: Let’s Play!” the biggest 
obstacle was quite literally stepping inside 
the character’s oversized shoes.

“It’s full-costume puppeteering from head 
to toe,” Whitmire says by telephone during a 
tour stop in Saginaw. “So it gets really, really 
hot, but all I’m thinking is there are tons of 
kids in the audience who know this show 
through PBS. They know how Gabriela acts, 
so I’m challenged with bringing her to life. 
You want to keep that magic alive for the 

kids.”

Based on the Emmy-nomi-
nated PBS Kids television series 

that debuted in 2008, “Jim 
Henson’s Sid the Science Kid Live: 

Let’s Play!” – which has back-to-
back matinee performances Saturday at the 
Lake Michigan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre – uses comedy and 
music to promote exploration, discovery 
and science. 

The stage show centers on students Sid 
(Carolyn Wells), May (Dionne Eleby), 
Gabriela (Whitmire) and Gerald (Cesar 
Razza) as they explore their fi ve senses 
through fun games and interactive experi-
ments, as well as asking curious questions 
and fi nding the  answers with the help of 
Teacher Susie (Sarah Krauss).

“She has them bring different things to 
school and through those different objects 
they learn about sight, sound, taste, smell 
and touch,” Whitmire says. “Teacher Susie 
expresses all of those through songs such as 
‘Detective Rover,’ where she’s describing 
how dogs have one of the most powerful 

senses of smell. It’s a very interactive 
show with a lot of singing and a lot of 
dancing and asking the audience to 
participate with us as well.”

“Sid the Science Kid Live: Let’s 
Play!” was designed for the stage by 
Tony Award-nominated actor John 
Tartaglia, the creator and writer of 
“ImaginOcean”; Michael Lewis, the 
veteran Broadway performer and 
producer of “ImaginOcean”; and 

The 
Jim 
Henson 
Company. It’s also the same team that 
produced last year’s “Dinosaur Train Live! 
Buddy’s Big Adventure.”

Tartaglia has been working in the pup-
petry industry since he was 16 years old 
after joining the “Sesame Street” team, 
performing many minor characters, includ-
ing Phoebe, and being the understudy for 
Kevin Clash’s Elmo. He went on to perform 
Ernie for the second season of “Play with 
Me Sesame” and Oscar the Grouch for 
“Sesame Street 4D.” He also created and 
puppeteered the roles of Princeton (the 
recent college grad) and Rod (the closeted 
Republican investment banker) in the Tony 
Award-winning Broadway musical “Avenue 
Q.” And last year, he was cast as the new 
puppeteer for Gobo Fraggle of “Fraggle 
Rock,” replacing Jerry Nelson, who died in 
2012. 

Whitmire, who is primarily a commercial 
dancer for TV and fi lm by trade, says it was 
both the animated series and Tartaglia’s 

ScienceSoundsof
‘Sid the Science Kid’ comes to life at Mendel Center on Saturday
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The cast of “Jim Henson’s Sid the Science Kid Live: Let’s Play!” will bring the PBS Kids television show to life with 
two shows Saturday at the Lake Michigan College Mendel Center Mainstage Theatre.

Sherrell Whitmire

What: “Jim Henson’s Sid the Science
Kid Live: Let’s Play!”

When: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday

Where: Lake Michigan College Mendel Center Main-
stage Theatre, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor

How much: $16-$26

Contact: 927-1221 or www.lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: www.gablesgrove.com; www.henson.com

If you go

Trout Steak Revival riding Rocky Mountain high

See SCIENCE KID, page D5

‘Divas’ 
channel 
1920s 
music

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

ST. JOSEPH  — The 
1920s are nearly a century 
away, but there’s a reason 
why performers like mezzo-
soprano singer Katherine 
Rohwer draw plenty of in-
spiration from songwriters 
and composers like George 
Gershwin and Irving Ber-
lin.

“It’s lasted because it’s 
great music and full of pa-
thos. It’s got such gripping 
vocal lines,” Rohwer says. 
“We enjoy looking back to 
eras that we think may have 
been simpler. Listening to 
this music is nostalgic, and 
we fi nd comfort in that.”

Soprano Rebecca Der-
bas-Selvidge heartily sec-
onds those sentiments.

“A large part of it is not 
only the performance, but 
also the lyrics,” Derbas-Sel-
vidge says. “Especially for a 
lot of these songs from the 
1920s, the lyrics are still 
contemporary. They still 
have a lot of the same ideas 
and meanings as the songs 
we hear on the radio.”

As an example, Derbas-
Selvidge cites “You’d Be 
Surprised,” a Berlin song 
from 1919 that she’s chosen 
for her solo set.

“It talks about how ‘he 
might not look much of a 
lover, but you don’t judge a 
book by its cover’ – very in-
teresting lyrics that are still 
relevant, and people will 
understand, too,” she says.

On Friday at The Heri-
tage Museum & Cultural 
Center, Rohwer, Rebecca 
Derbas-Selvidge and sopra-
no Carrie VanDenburgh – 

Friday’s program at 
Heritage Museum 
features old tunes 
with timeless feel

What: “The Divas of 
Downton” featuring Kath-
erine Rohwer, Rebecca 
Derbas-Selvidge, and Car-
rie VanDenburgh

When: 6:30 p.m. Friday

Where: The Heritage 
Museum & Cultural Center, 
601 Main St., St. Joseph

How much: $40

Contact: 982-4030 or 
www.smso.org

See TROUT STEAK, page D5

See DIVAS, page D5

Timothy’s Restaurant at Gordon Beach Inn

16220 Lake Shore Road, Union Pier, Michigan
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involvement in “Sid the 
Science Kid Live: Let’s 
Play!” that drew her into 
the show.

“I used to substitute 
teach in Ohio and used to 
have my kids watch this 
show,” Whitmire says. “I 
moved to New York two 
years after subbing to 
pursue my dance dream 
and I saw this random 
audition. I knew this was 
the show I used to have 
the kids watch, so I went. I 
never had any experience 
puppeteering, but I 
wanted to give it a shot 

because of John Tartaglia, 
who is so well known in 
this world.”

Whitmire, a Columbus, 
Ohio, native, has been 
dancing since she was 7 
years old. She graduated 
from Ohio State Univer-
sity, where she studied 
both dance and social 
work before heading to 
New York. She says that 
dance background has 
certainly been tested 
during this production.

“As dancers, it’s chal-
lenged us to go above and 
beyond, and that’s what I 
love about this show,” 
Whitmire says. “Most of 
us are trained technical 
dancers so we are doing 

real dancing in these huge 
costumes. We had to learn 
how to breathe right, and 
I have to move so much 
bigger than I’m used to.”

Whitmire describes her 
character as being smart 
and a bit of a tomboy, 
who, along with Sid, is the 
leader of the classroom 

who loves to ask and 
answer questions.

“I know there are kids 
who can relate to her; I 
certainly can relate to her,” 
she says. “I haven’t had 
any problem channeling 
my inner Gabriela.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

the campfi re,” McNamara 
says. “Late at night, we were 
hanging out and swapping 
covers, learning Neil Young 
covers and Bob Dylan cov-
ers. In fact, Will and I played 
our fi rst live show ever to a 
bunch of counselors at the 
Sportsman’s Bar there in 
Newaygo.”

The trio stayed in contact. 
Foltz met Houlihan in col-
lege at the University of 
Minnesota, and all four mu-
sicians eventually landed in 
Colorado where they met 
Foley and got swept up in 
Colorado’s string-band 
movement. Unlike many 
bluegrass bands rooted in 
Appalachia, the members 
of Trout Steak Revival came 
to the style without the tra-
ditional pedigree. For ex-
ample, Foley, the lone Colo-
rado native in the group, 
played classical violin from 
childhood through college. 
McNamara, meanwhile, 
learned piano from his 
mother, who was a music 
teacher, and also played 
drums and dabbled in guitar 
and mandolin. 

“None of us really come 
from a bluegrass back-
ground,” McNamara says. 
“But coming to Colorado, 
string music, bluegrass mu-
sic and acoustic music is just 
happening here. It’s all gui-
tars, banjos, mandolins and 
stand-up basses. So as musi-
cians, playing acoustic mu-
sic seemed to make the most 
sense, but we’ve been able to 
dive deep into that music 
and fi nd new American 
acoustic music that we love. 
It’s kind of become an amal-
gamation of all of that, and 
we chose our instruments to 
get to that sound.”

McNamara was the orig-
inal mandolinist until Foltz 
picked it up, McNamara 
learned the banjo when 
Houlihan abandoned it for 
the bass, and Koster added 
the dobro. Since then, Trout 
Steak Revival has earned a 
place in the mountain states 
bluegrass scene, putting out 
two independent albums – 

a 2010 self-titled release 
and 2012’s “Flight” – and 
placing third in the 2012 
RockyGrass band competi-
tion.

After winning Telluride, 
the band recorded its third 
album, “Brighter Every 
Day,” with help from Chris 
Pandolfi  of the Infamous 
Stringdusters, which, Mc-
Namara says, is expected to 
be released next spring. The 
band will be road testing 
many of the songs off that 
album during their Midwest 
swing.

“The name of the album 
comes from the track ‘Ev-
eryday,’ which is a song that 
I wrote for two of my friends 
here in Colorado who got 
married,” McNamara says. 
“It’s about love. It’s about 
hope. I think we all love 
playing it because themati-
cally that’s how our whole 
next record sounds. With 
‘Flight,’ we were still fi gur-
ing out our sound and a lot 
of those songs were about 
searching. This next album, 
I’d say the theme is positivi-
ty and hope.”

After Telluride, it’s clear 
that Trout Steak Revival has 
a lot to feel hopeful about.

“We’ve been going to Tel-
luride these last fi ve years 
and meeting all these great 
musicians,” McNamara 
adds. “So when we played in 
the fi nals and saw all these 
friends supporting us in the 
audience and all of these 
other bluegrass bands, then 
we won it, it just kind of felt 
like we all won it together. 
We’re really grateful. It’s the 
best year we could ask for.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

collectively known as The 
Divas – will take listeners 
through a musical journey 
inspired by the period dra-
ma “Downton Abbey.” 
The concert, which bene-
fi ts both The Heritage 
Center and the Southwest 
Michigan Symphony Or-
chestra, features The Di-
vas singing trios, duets and 
solos with piano accompa-
niment by Anthony Beer.

“He is an amazing addi-
tion to this program,” 
Derbas-Selvidge says. “He 
plays so musically and 
beautifully, that some of 
these songs that were diffi -
cult previously are much 
easier to sing, because he 
is so musical,” 

Since 2010, “Downton 
Abbey,” which can be seen 
locally on PBS, has earned 
broad critical acclaim and 
audience loyalty for its 
portrayal of  an aristocrat-
ic family’s personal ups 
and downs during World 
War I and through 1920s-
era Britain.

In keeping with the con-
cept, patrons can expect 
English ales, specialty 
drinks, “and fare fi t for an 
earl or countess,” accord-
ing to a news release. Peri-
od dress is optional, but 
encouraged.

Rohwer says she hit on 
the idea after seeing the 
Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra present a simi-
lar type of  fundraiser.

“They had done a 
‘Downton Abbey’ day. 
They had a couple of  sing-
ers,” she says. “I thought it 
was really fun, and I 
thought our particular trio 
could put together a pro-

gram that related to 
‘Downton Abbey’ – or the 
1920s – and have a really 
good time with it.”

As Rohwer notes, the 
trio members share two 
things in common – they’re 
all choral directors as well 
as trained singers. Rohwer 
is in her sixth year as choir 
director at Lakeshore High 
School. Derbas-Selvidge 
directs the Coloma Com-
munity Schools choir, as 
well as Lake Michigan 
College’s summer ensem-
ble, while VanDenburgh 
oversees Berrien Springs 
Middle and High School’s 
choirs, which received high 
ratings in state level com-
petition.

“Becky trained in New 
York City at the American 
Music and Dramatic 
Academy in musical the-
ater,” Rohwer says. “Car-
rie has her master’s degree 
in vocal performance at 
Andrews, and I have a 
bachelor’s (degree) in vo-
cal performance, along 
with my education de-
gree.”

Besides the likes of  Ber-
lin and Gershwin, Friday’s 
program will cover a broad 
cross-section ranging from 
Dvorak (“Songs My 
Mother Taught Me”)  to 
musical theater numbers 
by Rodgers & Hart (“To 
Keep My Love Alive”) and 
operatic selections from 
Puccini, among others.

Some of  Friday’s selec-
tions nod to the show in 
subtler ways, Rohwer says, 
such as the music that 
“Downton Abbey”s char-
acters might hear on the 
radio.

For example, “we’re do-
ing a set of  Puccini, be-
cause Puccini was one of 
the most important com-

posers of  that time – three 
numbers spanning 1917 to 
1926, so that fi ts right in 
the midst of  the show,” she 
says.

Friday’s show should 
also remind listeners of 
the vitality of  art forms 
that are sometimes unfair-
ly dismissed as stuffy aca-
demic exercises, in The Di-
vas’ view.

“Our goal is to expose 
the community, our stu-
dents and ourselves to a 
great repertoire, and 
healthy singing,” Rohwer 
says. “It’s really to enter-
tain, and make great music 
together. Since we are of-
ten teaching, and conduct-
ing, it’s really a joy to just 
to sing, and dive into the 
performance that way.”

What: Trout Steak Revival

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Livery, 190 
Fifth St., Benton Harbor

How much: $8-$10

Contact: 925-8760 or 
www.liverybrew.com

Artist info: 
www.troutsteak.com

TROUT STEAK
From page D1

SCIENCE KID
From page D1

DIVAS
From page D1
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Rebecca Derbas-Selvidge, from left, Katherine Rohwer, and 
Carrie VanDenburgh perform 1920s-era music during “The 
Divas of Downton” on Friday at The Heritage Museum & Cul-
tural Center in St. Joseph.
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