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LOCAL & STATE
Q & A
LEO GLEISS

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

Leo Gleiss, 17, a South Haven High School senior, is shown on the grounds of the Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum in South Haven, 
where he recently completed his Eagle Scout project. Gleiss cleared brush, put up a picket fence, planted several shrubs and 
coordinated the development of a picnic area. He lives in Coloma.

South Haven High 
School senior Leo 

Gleiss, 17, recently com-
pleted his Eagle Scout 
project to beautify the na-
ture area on the grounds of 
South Haven’s Liberty 
Hyde Bailey Museum. 

He planted shrubs, 
cleared brush, put down 
mulch on the walking path, 
put up a white picket fence 
and arranged for the city 
to install a picnic table. 
Staff  Writer Andrew Ler-
sten talked to him last week 
about the project, the ben-
efi ts of scouting, and his 
plans. Gleiss lives in Colo-
ma.

So what’s left with your 
Eagle Scout project now?

Actually I just have the 

paperwork left, that’s all!
How long did it take 

you?
I probably started in 

mid-August and just fi n-
ished working on it last 
week.

How do you think your 
vision for the space turned 
out?

It’s already working. I’ve 
seen people using it al-
ready. The whole point of 
this was not only to get a 
nicer-looking area and 
plant native species, it was 
also to have a place for 
people visiting the hospital 
(next door) to go too. It’s a 
natural environment.

How long did it take you 
to come up with this idea for 
your project?

Finding the Eagle Scout 
project is one of  the hard-
est parts of  it. It was 
probably well over a year. 
I had been thinking about 
all these projects I could 
do, but I settled on this 
one after my mom sug-
gested it. She’s part of  the 
master gardeners club 
that does some work over 
there.

How long have you been 
involved in the Boy Scouts?

It will be 10 years pretty 
soon. I joined in third 
grade as a Bear Scout. I 
still have my uniform from 
then.

What have been some of 
the benefi ts of scouting?

Scouting has been a tre-
mendous part of my life. 

It’s taught me great leader-
ship skills. It’s taught me 
how to understand those 
who you’re working with 
to accomplish things. It’s 
really an incredible experi-
ence. I encourage anyone 
to join. You learn a lot 
about so many different ar-
eas. I have merit badges 
that range from nuclear 
science to cooking.

What are your plans after 
high school?

I am hoping to major in 
acting. I’m looking at ei-
ther Juilliard in New York, 
Chapman University in 
California, Carnegie Mel-
lon in Pittsburgh, or DeP-
aul in Chicago.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Coloma teen makes SH mark

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Students with welding 
skills could put themselves 
on the fast track to an in-
demand career at Lake 
Michigan College following 
program changes, LMC an-
nounced.

Those options will in-
clude a Level I certifi cate in 
welding production tech-
nology, which students can 
obtain after completing 17 
credit hours in the subject.

Students can then enter 
the work force sooner, or 
pursue an associate’s degree 
in the subject, if  they’re so 
inclined, LMC President 
Bob Harrison said.

“It’s just us bringing to-
gether the courses that 
we’ve been teaching,” Har-
rison said. “Depending on 
the sequence of classes, they 
could probably do it in a se-
mester or two.”

LMC board members re-
cently approved the certifi -
cate, which followed a re-
view of existing courses, 
said Leslie Kellogg, the col-
lege’s co-vice president of 
instruction.

“We already had all the 
courses on the books. The 
certifi cate is a more stream-
lined program of study 
that’s really just a skills-
based learning in welding,” 
she said.

Students would have to 

complete courses in blue-
print reading and symbols, 
fabrication and metallurgy 
to get their certifi cate.

The college anticipates an 
enrollment of 100 to 150 in 
the certifi cate program over 
the next three years. The 
program refl ects LMC’s 
continuing efforts to boost 
levels of skilled workers, ac-
cording to a memo in the 
board’s Oct. 21 meeting 
packet.

“Area employers and em-
ployees have requested cer-
tifi cate programs that pre-
pare students for entry into 
the labor market and entry-
level employment,” the 
memo states.

While manufacturing 
jobs continue to decrease, 
“the outlook for welders in 
manufacturing is far stron-
ger than for other occupa-
tions,” the memo said.

Retirements and growth 
in the construction, manu-
facturing and utilities in-
dustries are expected to 
spur continuing demand for 
welders.

“Welding schools report 
that graduates have little 
diffi culty fi nding work, and 
some welding employers re-
port diffi culty fi nding 
trained welders,” the memo 
said.

Examples of potential 
opportunities for welders 
include the need to help re-
build bridges, buildings and 
highways – as well as the 
construction of new power 
facilities and pipelines for 
transporting natural gas 
and oil, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.

Welding program 
gets boost at LMC
School fine tunes 
offering for 
in-demand profession

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

NILES — More than 
1,100 acres in the hands of 
one family for at least 175 
years will go on the auction 
block Wednesday. 

The Lamberton farm 
rests in Berrien and Cass 
counties on both sides of 
the Dowagiac River north-
east of Niles. 

“It’s a big chunk of land,” 
said Gene Klingaman, who 
works for the auction com-
pany. “It is unusual to have 
this big a piece of land up 
on auction, especially in 
this area.”

He said the auction offers 
things for a variety of buy-
ers. 

“There is irrigated and 
regular farm land as well as 

wooded areas around Dow-
agiac Creek,” he said. “We 
have stuff that the investor, 
farmer or anyone who likes 

wildlife would like.”
The land auction is at the 

Century Center in South 
Bend. A variety of farm 

equipment will be sold the 
following day at 2902 Creek 
Road in Niles.

Schrader Real Estate and 
Auction Co. of Columbia 
City, Ind., is conducting the 
auction for members of the 
Lamberton family. The 
acreage and buildings are 
owned by the Lamberton 
Trust after the deaths of 
Robert and Carol Lamber-
ton in the last decade. The 
trust represents their three 
sons, who are getting out of 
farming, said Schrader rep-
resentative Roger Diehm.

A history of Cass County 
indicates the Lamberton 
family settled the land in 
the 1830s.

A total of 17 tracts are 
being auctioned, including 
crop land, two houses and 
frontage on the Dowagiac 

River. As described by the 
auction company, the land 
includes more than 360 ir-
rigated acres, other crop 
land that borders M-51 and 
wooded land with ponds. 
The tracts range from 2 
acres to 210.

Klingaman wouldn’t dis-
cuss property values or 
prices. He said the land will 
be offered in different tracts 
and in different combina-
tions. 

“People can bid on all the 
irrigated and non-irrigated 
land or on part of the land 
a home, for example,” he 
said. “Everything will be 
sold in whatever combina-
tion brings the most mon-
ey.”

He said his company re-
ceived inquiries from a 
number of areas. 

“Some local people have 
expressed interest as have 
some area farmers,” he said. 
“There’s been a wide variety 
of people interested. Some 
like good hunting land . ... 
There have been phone calls 
from outside of the area.”

Equipment and personal 
property up for auction in-
clude tractors, a wheel load-
er, mowers, grain trailers, a 
grain cart, a Kinze planter, 
a soil fi nisher, a rolling har-
row, a disc/chisel, irrigation 
pipe and pump, fuel tanks, 
a grain dryer, grain augers, 
a portable offi ce and even a 
sailboat.

More information about 
the two auctions including 
the availability of online 
bidding can be found at the 
www.schraderauction.com 
website.

Large, ancient estate goes on the auction block Wednesday
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The 1,100-acre Lamberton Farm near Niles, shown in this aerial 
photo, will be auctioned off Wednesday. The large tract straddles 
parts of Berrien and Cass counties.

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) 
— Members of seven Chip-
pewa Indian tribes in Mich-
igan, Minnesota and Wis-
consin are allowed to hunt 
for swans during a two-
month season that started 
Saturday. It represents the 
fi rst legal swan hunt in the 
Mississippi Flyway and the 
fi rst hunt anywhere that al-
lows trumpeter swans to be 
legally killed. 

While swan lovers have 
been critical of the hunt, its 
approval shows the trum-
peter’s swan comeback from 
a population of nearly zero 
a few decades ago to per-
haps 10,000 in Minnesota 
today, the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press reported.

The hunt, approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, is only allowed for 
tribal members and only on 
huntable waters across parts 
of east-central Minnesota, 
northern Wisconsin and 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsu-
la.

To protect the trumpeter 
swans, the Great Lakes In-

dian Fish and Wildlife 
Commission says the sea-
son will end after a total of 
10 trumpeters are shot. 
Otherwise the season ends 
Dec. 31. Each hunter can 
shoot two swans of either 
species daily; there’s no sea-
son limit on tundra swans.

The 10-trumpeter swan 
ceiling was new in the tribes’ 
proposal to federal authori-
ties, after previous propos-
als were rejected. The two 
types of swans are nearly 
indistinguishable in fl ight, 
and the allowance of only 
10 was an acknowledge-
ment of that, the newspaper 
reported.

Under the hunt rules, ev-
ery swan must be registered 
within 48 hours and must 
be brought, fully feathered, 
to a wildlife biologist for 
identifi cation.

Steve Cordts, who over-
sees migratory bird hunting 
for the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
said there’s no biological is-
sue in taking 10 trumpeter 
swans.

After swans recover, 
tribes begin hunt

AUGUSTA (AP) — An 
18-year-old Marine pri-
vate from Detroit who 
was killed in Okinawa, Ja-
pan, during World War II 
will be buried Monday at 
Fort Custer National 
Cemetery in Michigan.

Robert McConachie 
was reported killed in ac-
tion in June 14, 1945, dur-
ing heavy fi ghting on 
Kunishi Ridge. His re-
mains were identifi ed sev-
en decades later DNA 
testing.

McConachie’s remains 
arrived at the Army’s 
Central Identifi cation 
Laboratory at Joint Base 

Pearl Harbor-Hickam in 
Hawaii in 1987, according 
to the Department of  De-
fense’s Prisoner of  War/
Missing Personnel Offi ce. 
The offi ce was not able to 
immediately identify the 
remains, but that changed 
with advances in DNA 
technology.

“The case was re-exam-
ined in 2010 by ... analysts 
to identify possible indi-
viduals who were unac-
counted for from this bat-
tle and to facilitate family 
reference sample collec-
tion,” the offi ce said.

Using dental records 
and DNA samples, the of-

fi ce was able to make a 
genetic connection be-
tween the remains and 
McConachie’s brother, 
the offi ce said.

On Friday, the remains 
were returned to Michi-
gan’s Gerald Ford Inter-
national Airport near 
Grand Rapids.

On hand to accompany 
the remains was Col. 
Andy McConachie of 
Kalamazoo, son of  Rob-
ert McConachie’s brother 
William.

“To be asked to do it by 
the Marine Corps for my 
uncle is something that I 
will treasure and remem-

ber for the rest of  my life,” 
the 50-year-old colonel 
told WOOD-TV.

Robert McConachie 
was 17 when he joined the 
Marines and needed a 
waiver from his father to 
enlist.

“Growing up I heard 
the stories of  Robert, and 
we had some mementos,” 
his uncle said. Among 
them was a declaration of 
his death, signed by Presi-
dent Harry Truman.

The Marine’s brother, 
an Army veteran, died in 
1998 and also is buried at 
Fort Custer cemetery in 
Augusta.

WWII Marine to be buried in Michigan


