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“I was thinking we 
wouldn’t need (another 
touchdown),” NorthPointe 
coach Tim Swore said. 
“Thank goodness we did 
get that third score.”

Watervliet, which had 
struggled offensively in the 
second half, answered 
quickly. Quarterback Blake 
Kiekenapp completed four 
straight passes to move the 
Panthers 65 yards, capping 
the drive with a 21-yard 
scoring strike to Carlos Her-
nandez with 3:20 left.

An attempted onside kick 
failed, but Watervliet forced 
a three-and-out, and Kieke-
napp again went to work, 
driving the Panthers 79 
yards for another touch-
down. His brother Kyler 
Kiekenapp had three catch-
es for 55 yards on the drive, 
including an eight-yard 
touchdown reception.

Watervliet botched the 
snap on the extra point, but 
holder Cameron Rendo 
took off with the ball and 
passed it to Jordan Jobe for 
the two-point conversion, 
making it 41-35 with 1:30 
left.

Watervliet nearly got the 
ball back again. North-
Pointe’s Preston Huckaby 
bobbled the onside kick and 
a scramble ensued, but the 
Mustangs emerged with the 
ball, and were able to kneel 
to kill the remainder of the 
clock.

Blake Kiekenapp finished 
33-of-50 passing for 346 
yards and five touchdowns, 
all to different receivers. Ky-
ler Kiekenapp had 10 catch-
es for 84 yards, and running 
back Garrison Muth caught 
11 passes for 76 yards.

However, the Panthers 
were unable to establish a 
running game, finishing 
with negative-15 rushing 
yards.

“To have no run game at 
all definitely hurt today,” 
Andrews said. “That was 
part of the problem there in 
the third quarter. We just 
couldn’t get the ground 
game going today.”

NorthPointe also had 
problems running the ball 
early, but Kenny Willekes 
got the Mustangs going in 
the second half. His 52-yard 
touchdown run late in the 
third quarter tied the score 
at 20, his 27-yard scoring 
scamper put NorthPointe 
ahead for good, and his 57-

yard run set up another 
fourth-quarter touchdown 
that made it 34-20.

“What they were doing, 
(Watervliet linebacker Joey 
Wells) was keying 
(Willekes),” Swore said. “We 
like to lead block with Ken-
ny a lot, but that was taking 
them to the football. And 
those big fellas inside, we 
love to trap and it was just 
too much. So we have an-
other little scheme... it 
worked, and it got Kenny 
loose twice for long runs.”

Willekes finished with 13 
carries for 173 yards and 
three touchdowns.

“I thought in the first half  
we absolutely throttled the 
run game for them,” An-
drews said. “In the second 
half, we had a little stretch 
there where we couldn’t get 
to them. Give them credit. 
That’s a good football team. 
We needed one more stop.”

Watervliet built its half-
time lead by taking advan-
tage of NorthPointe turn-
overs. With NorthPointe up 
14-6, Huckaby lost a fum-
ble, and Watervliet scored 
immediately on a 40-yard 
touchdown pass from Blake 
Kiekenapp to a wide-open 
Bailey Blocker.

NorthPointe fumbled the 
ensuing kickoff, but recov-
ered the ball. The Mustangs 
weren’t as fortunate on the 
following play, when 
Willekes lost a fumble and 
Watervliet’s David Curl re-
covered.

The Panthers again need-
ed just one play to score. 
Muth took a screen pass 36 
yards, shedding multiple 
tackles along the way, to put 
Watervliet up 20-14.

NorthPointe fumbled six 

times, losing two of them, 
and threw two intercep-
tions.

“The good news is we 
handled adversity,” Swore 
said. “The bad news is we 
caused a bunch of it our-
selves. We kicked the ball 
around, threw it around... I 
couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing.”

NorthPointe scored on 
the third play of the game 
on an 86-yard touchdown 
pass from VanDyke to T.J. 
Swore. Watervliet also 
scored on its first posses-
sion, with Blake Kiekenapp 
finding Dustin Johnson for 
an 11-yard touchdown.

Kiekenapp fumbled the 
ball on a sack late in the first 
quarter, giving NorthPointe 
the ball deep in Panther ter-
ritory. On the first play of 
the second quarter, Willekes 
ran in his first touchdown 
from 15 yards out to make it 
14-6.

“We played really good in 
the first half,” Andrews said. 
“It felt like, to be honest, we 
should’ve been up more. We 
had a coverage bust, and 
gave them the ball once in-
side the 20. I really felt like 
we had played pretty dang 
good in the first half and 
were only up six.”

Watervliet was playing in 
the regional finals for the 
second time in four years.

“It was a great year,” An-
drews said. “I know it’s 
tough, the guys are pretty 
broke up right now. Obvi-
ously you win 10 straight 
games, win the league, beat 
Mendon and broke their 
(35-game) regular-season 
win streak, won the district 
title, it’s been a nice year.”

NORTHPOINTE CHR. 41, WATERVLIET 35

Watervliet 6 14 0 15 — 35
NorthPointe 7 7 6 21 — 41

First quarter
NP — T.J. Swore 86 pass from Luke Van 
Dyke (Preston Huckaby kick), 10:12.
W — Dustin Johnson 11 pass from Blake 
Kiekenapp (kick failed), 8:08.

Second quarter
NP — Kenny Willekes 15 run (Huckaby kick), 
11:53.
W — Bai ley Blocker 40 pass from B. 
Kiekenapp (pass failed), 6:46.
W — Garr ison Muth 36 pass from B. 
K iekenapp (Joey Wel ls  pass f rom B. 
Kiekenapp), 6:19.

Third quarter
NP — Willekes 52 run (kick failed), :44.

Fourth quarter
NP — Willekes 27 run (Huckaby kick), 10:23
NP — VanDyke 3 run (Huckaby kick), 6:55.
NP — Josh Haadsma 29 pass from Van Dyke 
(Huckaby kick), 4:21.
W — Carlos Hernandez 21 pass from B. 
Kiekenapp (Jon Blunt kick), 3:20.
W — Kyler Kiekenapp 8 pass from B. 
Kiekenapp (Jordan Jobe pass from Cameron 
Rendo), 1:30.
 W NP
First downs 16 10
Rushes-yards 22-(-15) 35-163
Passing 346 207
Comp-Att-Int 33-50-0 9-16-2
Punts-Avg. 7-35.7 5-29.0
Fumbles-Lost 3-1 6-2
Penalties-Yards 1-2 10-85
RUSHING — Watervliet: Blocker 1-4, Rendo 
1-(-3), Muth 6-(-4), B. Kiekenapp 13-(-12). 
NorthPointe: Willekes 13-173, VanDyke 15-9, 
Huckaby 6-(-20).
PASSING — Watervliet: B. Kiekenapp 33-50-
346. NorthPointe: VanDyke 9-15-207.
RECEIVING — Watervliet: K. Kiekenapp 
10-84, Muth 11-76, Johnson 3-63, Blocker 
1-40, Tyler Loomis 1-32, Hernandez 2-28, 
Brandin Legon 2-24. NorthPointe: Swore 
2-105, Haadsma 2-67, Huckaby 3-21.

LMC women cruise      
to win over Joliet

Five Lake Michigan 
College women’s players 
scored in double figures 
and the Red Hawks coast-
ed to an 86-52 win over Jo-
liet Junior College on Sat-
urday.

Madison Cameron and 
Shalay Stevens tied for the 
team lead with 14 points. 
Sabrina Trujillo, Nicole 
Decker and Shelby Freder-
ick also scored in double 
figures.

“We had a great second 
half that made the score 
more lopsided,” LMC 
coach Jason Cooper said. 
“We had equal scoring 
from our players and shot 
a lot better in the second 
half.”

The Red Hawks (4-2) 
and Joliet were tied at 28 at 
halftime, but out of the 
break LMC’s shots began 
to fall.

“The perimeter game 
came around, Sabrina 
(Trujillo) gave us a spark 

off the bench that was 
huge,” Cooper said.

Red Hawk men           
pull out OT win

LaBradford Sebree 
scored 31 points and hit a 
game-tying three late in 
regulation where the Lake 
Michigan College men’s 
basketball team pulled out 
a 69-63 overtime win over 
Joliet.

Sebree hit one of his two 
3-pointers with less than a 
minute to play to send the 
game to overtime. Once in 
the extra period, the Red 
Hawks outscored Joliet 
12-6 to win.

“He hit huge shots,” 
LMC coach Doug Schaf-
fer said of Sebree. “He was 
certainly on his game to-
day and came up big.

Montel Green and Alec 
Brown each scored in dou-
ble figures for the Red 
Hawks (3-1).

“Anytime you win an 
overtime game it’s a quali-
ty win.”

IN BRIEF

Television today

12:00 p.m. Col-
lege Basketball Mercer at 
Seton Hall.  (Live)

12:30 p.m. College 
Soccer Big Ten Tournament, 
Championship. (Live)

1:00 p.m. NFL 
Football Minnesota Vikings at 
Chicago Bears. (Live) 

NFL Football Seattle 
Seahawks at Kansas City Chiefs. 
(Live)  

ATP Tennis Barclays 
World Tour Finals, Final. From 
London. (Live)

2:00 p.m. High 
School Soccer IHSA Class 1A 
Championship. (Live)

College Soccer 
Conference USA, Final. (Live)

PGA Tour Golf OHL 
Classic, Final Round. From Playa 
del Carmen, Mexico. (Live)

2:30 p.m. Soccer UEFA 
Euro 2016 Qualifier — Italy vs 
Croatia. (Live) 

3:00 p.m. College 
Basketball IUPUI at Purdue. 
(Live)

NASCAR Racing 
Sprint Cup: Ford EcoBoost 400. 
From Homestead, Fla. (Live)

NHRA Drag Racing 
Auto Club Finals, Qualifying. 
From Pomona, Calif. 

4:00 p.m. Figure 
Skating ISU Grand Prix: Ros-
telecom Cup. From Moscow. 
(Taped)  

4:25 p.m. NFL Foot-
ball Detroit Lions at Arizona 
Cardinals. (Live)  

NFL Football Philadelphia 
Eagles at Green Bay Packers. 
(Live)  

4:30 p.m. CFL Foot-
ball Western Conference, Semi-
final — Saskatchewan Roughrid-
ers at Edmonton Eskimos. (Live)

5:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Fordham at Penn 
State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Chicago State at Creighton. 
(Live) 

7:00 p.m. NHL Hockey 
Dallas Stars at Chicago Black-
hawks. (Live) 

College Basketball 
George Washington at Rutgers. 
(Live)

NHL Hockey 
Montreal Canadiens at Detroit 
Red Wings. (Live)

8:20 p.m. NFL 
Football New England Patriots 
at Indianapolis Colts. (Live)  

9:30 p.m. 2014 World 
Series of Poker Final Table. 
From Las Vegas. (Taped)

Monday

6:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Texas Southern at 
Indiana. (Live)

7:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Baylor at 
Kentucky. (Live)

College Basketball 
Legends Classic — Maryland-
Eastern Shore at Villanova. (Live) 

7:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Orlando Magic at 
Detroit Pistons.  (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Bucknell at Michi-
gan. (Live)

College Basketball 
Western Illinois at Illinois-Chica-
go. (Live)

8:15 p.m. NFL Foot-
ball Pittsburgh Steelers at Ten-
nessee Titans. (Live)

9:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Connecti-
cut at Stanford. (Live)

College Basketball 
Binghamton at Providence. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Chicago Bulls at Los 
Angeles Clippers. (Live)

11:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Southern Methodist 
at Gonzaga. (Live)

College Basketball 
Auburn at Colorado. (Live) 

College Basketball 
New Mexico State at St. Mary’s. 
(Live)

5:00 a.m. College 
Basketball Rainbow Classic — 
High Point at Hawaii. (Live) 

Radio today
1 p.m.
NFL — Vikings at Bears (WBBM-
AM, 780)

4:30 p.m.
NFL —Lions at Cardinals (WSJM-
AM, 1400 and WCSY-FM, 103.7)

7 p.m.
NHL — Stars at Blackhawks 
(WGN-AM, 720)

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Patriots at Colts (WSCR-
AM, 670)

Monday 
7 p.m.
College basketball — Michi-
gan State at Duke (WCSY-FM, 
103.7)

8 p.m.
College basketball — Bucknell 
at Michigan (WSJM-AM, 1400)

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Steelers at Titans (WSCR-
AM, 670)

10:30 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Clippers (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 749

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 220

Austin Bornheim
Sports Writer
abornheim@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 222

Don Campbell / HP staff

NorthPointe Christian’s Preston Huckaby breaks away from Watervliet’s Cameron Rendo during 
the second half of Saturday’s Division 6 regional championship game.

PANTHERS
From page C1

adnum=60570146adnum=60568298

Lawn & Garden

Since 1974Since 1

adnum=60508723

Tyler Honda
www.tylershonda.com

New - Pre-Owned Certifi ed Vehicles
269-926-6181

23
HWY

31
CTY

2014 CR-V
2WD LX AT$209 per 

mo
36 month lease $1,999 due at signing

0.9%
APR

up to 60 months

adnum=60483262

269-235-9305 Located Behind St. Joseph Ave, 
near Stevensville Station

5711 St. Joseph Ave 
Stevensville, MI

OPEN:
 T,W - 10am - 5pm
 TH - 10am - 7pm
 FRI - 10am - 5pm
 SAT - 9am - 4pm

Class III Dealer

www.blackarsenal.com

Firearms 
Firearm Accessories
Ammunition
Optics
Knives
Survival/Tactical Gear
Silencers

adnum=60463470

CLOSSON’S 
Auto Center

FREE
Estimates

Seniors

10% 
OFF

FREE
25 pt. 

Inspection 
w/ any 
service

hp

hp

COMPLETE AUTO 
SERVICE

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT 

$39.95
By Appt. w/ coupon exp 11/30/14

5 POINT 
WINTER CHECK

$7.95
By Appt. w/ coupon exp 11/30/14

Tire Rotation
with oil change 

$7.50 
w/ coupon exp 11/30/14

We service cars, RV’s, Semi-Trucks 
& more.  All Classes - Gas & Diesel

32 years Serving the Community
1860 Pipestone Rd, Benton Harbor, MI

269-925-8321

w/ coupon exp 11/30/14

$21.95
plus tax

hp

hp

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER


