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Construction continues Wednesday on expansion at Silver Beach Pizza, below the bluff in St. Joseph. Owners Tony Bertig and Jay Costas are add-
ing an upper deck with about 70 seats they say will provide customers with a view of Lake Michigan and reduce wait times at the popular eatery. 
St. Joseph owns the Amtrak depot where the restaurant is located and city commissioners in June approved the $500,000 addition, after having 
previously turned it down. A new lease was approved in October.

EXTRA TOPPING

Buyer in sight for M-TEC building

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 

is ready to start negotia-
tions with a potential buyer 
interested in the M-TEC 
building.

Board members unani-
mously authorized the col-
lege’s management team at 
a special meeting Wednes-
day to begin negotiations, 
which President Bob Har-
rison said he wants to see 

concluded by year’s end.
“It’s not definite till 

there’s a closing, but it’s 
moving along that way,” 
Harrison said. “Now attor-
neys take over, and put all 
the documents together. 
Just like any property sale, 
there will be some type of 
closing event.”

Vice Chairman Paul Ber-

gan, who ran Wednesday’s 
meeting because Chairman 
David Maysick was absent, 
said he was happy to see an 
interested party emerge so 
quickly.

“I’m glad that this is the 
case. Let’s have our bird in 
the hand before we do any-
thing else,” he said, prior to 
the vote.

Wednesday’s action 
comes just over a month 
after the board authorized 
Harrison to start seeking 
buyers and get a release of 
the building’s lien from the 
U.S. Economic Develop-
ment Administration, 
which awarded grant funds 

Officials not  
ready to disclose  
interested party

Library hosts 
webcast  
lecture series
By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — The 
award-winning January 
lecture series of  Calvin 
College is coming to St. 
Joseph’s Maud Preston 
Palenske Memorial Li-
brary Jan. 7–27. 

The library at 500 Mar-
ket St. will present the free 
webcasts from 12:30-1:30 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. 

The lineup includes 
Richard M. Daley, the 
longest-serving mayor in 
Chicago’s history; Tova 
Friedman, one of  the 
youngest known survivors 
of  the Auschwitz concen-
tration camp; and Bryan 
Stevenson, who is consid-
ered by Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu to be “Ameri-
ca’s young Nelson 
Mandela.”

The experts will discuss 
a wide range of  today’s 
most relevant topics, in-
cluding mass incarcera-
tion, the persecution of 
Christians around the 
world, the obesity epi-
demic in America and the 
effect technology usage 
has on people’s spiritual 
and social lives.

Nationally recognized 
screenwriter Bobette Bust-
er kicks off  the series by 
talking about how to tell a 
good story. Iranian-Amer-
ican journalist Roxana Sa-
beri will share her modern 
day experience of  impris-
onment in Iran. Jerry 
Sittser, chair of  the theol-
ogy department at Whit-
worth University, will 
conclude the series draw-
ing on his personal experi-
ence of  how adversity in 
general and suffering in 
particular can be forma-
tive in the Christian life.

Admiral James Stavrid-
is, a former NATO com-
mander, will provide a re-
tired navy admiral’s 
perspective on what the 
keys are to the future of 
security. Paul Marshall, 
senior fellow at the Hud-
son Institute’s Center for 

ST. JOSEPH

Michigan road funds deal in doubt this session
By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Gov. Rick 
Snyder and legislative lead-
ers met twice Wednesday to 
negotiate a potential tax in-
crease to improve Michi-
gan’s deteriorating roads, as 

chances rose that no deal 
will be struck before law-
makers adjourn for the 
year.

Thursday is the final vot-
ing day of the two-year ses-
sion, and time is running out 
to pitch a compromise pro-
posal to rank-and-file mem-

bers of the Republican-led 
Legislature. The Senate and 
House approved vastly dif-
ferent plans after the No-
vember election.

The Republican governor 
and legislative leaders 
planned to talk at least once 
more in the Capitol, an ear-

ly-evening meeting Snyder 
said could be crucial. If no 
agreement is reached then, 
“it starts to become extreme-
ly difficult” to pass a road 
funding fix Thursday, he 
told reporters Wednesday 
afternoon.

“Then I would say we’re 

clearly in a situation where 
we may not see something,” 
Snyder said.

The Senate plan would 
more than double gasoline 
and diesel taxes over four 
years. The rival House  

See LECTURE, page A6 See ROAD, page A6

Unusual transactions found  
in North Berrien fire department
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — An audit 
of the North Berrien Fire 
Rescue department’s financ-
es have turned up irregulari-
ties that warrant a closer 
look – including apparent 
forged signatures on checks.

The fire board hired Plan-

te Moran of St. Joseph to 
perform the audit in re-
sponse to felony embezzle-
ment charges against board 
treasurer Bob Wooley in re-
lation to his job as North 
Berrien Senior Center direc-
tor.

At a special meeting Mon-
day night, Plante Moran’s 
Kenley Penner outlined the 
“unusual” findings.

The audit turned up three 
checks made out to the 
North Berrien Senior Cen-
ter totaling $40,496, and a 
$6,000 check written to 

“cash” with an apparently 
forged signature of Fire 
Board Chairman Rob Harp-
er.

According to Fire Chief 
Bob Ruff, “there shouldn’t 
be any reason these checks 
would have been written to 
this organization,” Penley 
said.

In addition, it appears 
Wooley paid himself more 
than than $50 per meeting 
given to the fire board mem-
bers, the audit showed.

Also, a January 2012 
check was made out to 

“Jackson National Life In-
surance” for $232, and the 
fire chief confirmed that the 
board does not authorize di-
rect payments for life insur-
ance.

“We believe these are fi-
nancial irregularities that do 
not appear to be uninten-
tional errors, and as such, 
warrant another investiga-
tion,” Penner said in his 
summary.

The board voted to have 
Plante Moran dig deeper 
and do a forensic audit. The 
cost is estimated at $6,000 to 

$8,000, Harper said. It will 
take an estimated two or 
three months, he said.

“They will follow all 
trails,” Harper said.

Meanwhile, the board has 
put in place new accounting 
practices and has removed 
Wooley as a signatory for 
the fire department.

“It’s an unfortunate inci-
dent, but we have learned a 
great deal from it,” Harper 
said.

Berrien County Prosecu-
tor Mike Sepic recently 
charged Wooley, 62, with 

embezzlement over $100,000, 
a felony punishable by up to 
20 years in prison upon con-
viction. He is alleged to have 
embezzled more than 
$150,000 in senior center 
funds between 2007 and this 
year.

When contacted at home 
Tuesday, Wooley responded 
to the new findings.

“All their funds are there,” 
he said. “I’m sure there’s no 
money missing.”

Wooley said his fire board 

See M-TEC, page A6

Accused embezzler 
Wooley was fire 
board treasurer

See TRANSACTIONS, page A6

Want to start a business?

 
Contact Jeff at  or 269.927.1064, x1171.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .34º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .22º
Record High . . . . . . 59º in 1984
Record Low . . . . . . .-8º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.54"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.59"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 25.65"
Normal year to date . . . . 35.92"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:09 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:16 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:18 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:59 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy 
skies with a 40% chance of 
snow, high temperature of 33º, 
humidity of 74%. Northwest 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 28º. Northwest 
wind 5 mph.

Today, northwest winds 15 to 20 kt. Chance of snow showers in the 
morning. Waves 3 to 5 ft occasionally to 7 ft. Water temperature 36 
degrees. Tonight, northwest winds 10 to 15 kt. Waves 2 to 4 ft.
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Friday

Mostly Cloudy
34º / 28º

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy
34º / 29º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
36º / 30º

Monday

Mostly Cloudy
38º / 35º

Today

Snow Possible
33º

Tonight

Cloudy
28º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be mostly sunny today with highs in the upper 20s. North 
wind 10 mph. Friday we will continue to see mostly sunny skies 
with highs in the upper 20s. Northwest wind 5 mph. 

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with highs in the low 30s. 
West northwest wind 9 mph. Friday we will see partly cloudy skies 
with highs in the low 30s. North northwest wind 6 mph.

What year was the costliest 
drought in U.S. history? ?

Answer: The drought of 1988, with 
losses greater than 40 billion dollars.

New
12/21

First
12/28

Full
1/4

Last
1/13

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 15
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 18, 2014

Marquette
28/18

Green Bay
28/18

Oshkosh
29/19

Milwaukee
30/21

Chicago
32/24

Gary
32/26

Benton 
Harbor
33/28

Grand 
Rapids
32/26

Midland
32/24

Traverse
City
30/23

Cheboygan
27/16

Sault Ste.
Marie
24/11

Port
Huron
32/26

Flint
32/25

Detroit
34/28

Lansing
33/25

Toledo
35/27

Upper Peninsula

Lower Peninsula

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1989

It is called High Bridge Road, 
but the railroad bridge south-
west of Buchanan in Bertrand 
Township just wasn’t high 
enough early Sunday morning. 
Double-stacked boxcars on a re-
routed Conrail freight train 
slammed into the bridge, de-
stroying it and spreading debris 
down the tracks. No injuries 
were reported, but the road will 
be closed until the bridge can be 
repaired.

Lakeshore’s John Sandmann 
and Brandywine’s Tim Pruitt 
were the only area matmen to 
win individual crowns Saturday 
at the Niles Wrestling Invita-
tional.

35 years ago – 1979
William Galbreath, assistant 

superintendent for Lakeshore 
Public Schools, was named Lin-
coln Township supervisor Mon-

day night by the township board. 
He will succeed former Supervi-
sor Bernice Thretheway, who re-
signed Nov. 29 to accept the po-
sition of Berrien County Register 
of Deeds.

Mrs. Betty Harris has been 
named branch manager at Inter-
City Bank’s new Orchards Mall 
branch office at 1882 Pipestone 
Road, Benton Township, ac-
cording to James Murphy, chair-
man of the board.

50 years ago – 1964
Six “State Street Stores” in St. 

Joseph inaugurated today a 
credit card system to add further 
to the convenience in downtown 
shopping. The six stores are 
Gillespie’s, Blake’s, Modern 
Furniture, Ollies, Rimes and 
Hildebrand, and Troost Bros. 
Customers will be provided with 
permanent plastic credit cards 
that are thin and flexible and will 
fit easily into a wallet or purse.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Thursday, Dec. 18, the 
352nd day of 2014. There are 13 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 18, 1944, in a pair of 

related rulings, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in Korematsu v. United 
States, upheld, 6-3, the govern-
ment’s wartime evacuation of 
people of Japanese descent, in-
cluding U.S. citizens, from the 
West Coast (the decision was lim-
ited to the exclusion policy, and 
did not take up the issue of in-
ternment), while in Ex parte 
Endo, the justices unanimously 
agreed that “concededly loyal” 

Americans of Japanese ancestry 
could not continue to be detained. 
(Both rulings came a day after the 
U.S. Department of War said it 
was lifting the internment poli-
cy.)

On this date:
In 1787, New Jersey became 

the third state to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution.

In 1863, in a speech to the Prus-
sian Parliament, Prime Minister 
Otto von Bismarck declared, 
“Politics is not an exact science.”

In 1865, the 13th Amendment 
to the Constitution, abolishing 
slavery, was declared in effect by 
Secretary of State William H. 
Seward.

Religious Freedom in 
Washington, D.C., will 
provide insight into the 
persecution of  Christians 
worldwide. And, James 
Fishkin, best known for 
developing Deliberative 
Polling, will talk about 
how a more informed citi-
zenry leads to better de-
mocracy.

For information about 
the January Series, contact 
St. Joseph library  direc-
tor Stephanie Masin at 
983-7167.

LECTURE
From page A1

proposal would eliminate 
the sales tax on fuel within 
six years and increase per-
gallon gas and diesel taxes 
by the same amount, avert-
ing a tax increase by moving 
money for schools and local 
governments to road and 
bridge construction.

Another bill pending in a 
House-Senate conference 
committee could boost li-
cense plate taxes.

Snyder and legislative 
leaders say at least $1.2 bil-
lion more a year is needed to 

bring highways, streets and 
bridges up to par. Vehicle 
registration fees and taxes at 
the pump now account for 
$2 billion in annual trans-
portation infrastructure 
funding. But other than 
agreeing on the amount 
needed and that the state’s 
flat per-gallon fuel taxes 
should be based on whole-
sale prices instead, they have 
sharp differences.

Republican House Speak-
er Jase Bolger does not think 
the entire $1.2 billion should 
come from new taxes and 
wants to make sure all taxes 
at the pump pay for trans-
portation projects, which is 

not currently the case. The 
governor, Senate Majority 
Leader Randy Richardville 
and Democrats worry about 
harming K-12 and munici-
pal budgets as a result.

Richardville hinted that 
the Legislature could put a 
sales tax-related road fund-
ing plan on the statewide 
ballot, without a lawmaker-
crafted plan to fall back on 
if voters reject the measure.

“In a perfect world, it’s al-
ways best to have the safety 
net. Sometimes you do, 
sometimes you don’t 
though,” he said.

Ideas for generating an ad-
ditional $1.2 billion have 

“moved around quite a bit in 
the last few days and we’re not 
done yet,” Richardville said.

Negotiators are cautious 
about boosting fuel taxes too 
high and making sure a tax in-
crease does not disproportion-
ately affect lower- and middle-
class Michigan residents.

Senate Minority Leader 
Gretchen Whitmer said she 
has asked House leaders to 
vote on the Senate-passed 
fuel tax increase. They could 
request that the bill be re-
turned from a conference 
committee for an up-or-
down vote, she said, noting 
that Snyder and business, la-
bor and education groups 

all back the bipartisan Sen-
ate plan.

“We took a tough vote. 
We deserve to have a vote in 
the House on that plan be-
cause it’s a good plan,” 
Whitmer said.

She said while legislative 
leaders are discussing a bal-
lot proposal, there is “only 
real interest if the Senate plan 
doesn’t float over there.”

Bolger spokesman Ari 
Adler said House Republi-
cans cannot support the 
Senate plan and that Whit-
mer “needs to learn that 
compromise is a two-way 
street, not a one-way avenue 
with her name on it.”

ROAD
From page A1

in 1999 to offset the center’s 
construction at 400 Klock 
Road in Benton Harbor.

The college is pursuing 
the center’s sale as part of a 
plan to move all its manu-
facturing technology pro-
grams onto its main cam-
pus at Napier Avenue – for 
which it will seek funds 
through the Michigan Eco-

nomic Development Corp.’s 
Community College Skilled 
Trade Equipment Pro-
gram.

Three entities expressed 
an interest in M-TEC, “but 
this one (buyer) is the only 
one that devoted time and 
energy to follow through,” 
Harrison said.

He would not give fur-
ther specifics about the po-
tential buyer– such as 
whether it’s in-county, or 
out-of-county – because the 

organization had asked for 
confidentiality during the 
negotiating process.

“We don’t want to do 
anything to jeopardize the 
transaction,” he said.

The board has previously 
identified its acceptable 
price ranges for M-TEC – 
and will start negotiating 
from those levels, so anoth-
er special meeting won’t be 
needed, Harrison said.

“This (resolution on 
Wednesday) authorizes us 

to go forward and finish it 
up. We’ve talked about the 
(potential) price for a num-
ber of years,” he said.

If  a closing takes place, 
the college then has to fig-
ure out the transition pro-
cess for programs and class-
es it now houses at 
M-TEC.

“We’ll put together a de-
tailed plan because our 
long-term goal is to con-
struct a new manufacturing 
building on the Napier (Av-

enue) campus – we’ve talk-
ed about that before,” Har-
rison said. “It’s all like a 
puzzle, and it keeps chang-
ing on us.”

LMC expects to apply for 
$1.5 million to $2 million in 
MEDC funding for its 
long-term project at Napier 
Avenue, which is a separate 
process with its own time-
line, Harrison said.

“Some of those (docu-
ments) are not due till the 
end of January, so we have 

a little bit of time,” he said.
In practical terms, 

though, Harrison doesn’t 
foresee any major changes 
happening at M-TEC be-
fore next summer.

“The transaction’s the 
easiest part, and what hap-
pens after that is where is 
all the detailed planning 
goes on. There’s still the 
timing (to consider), and 
when people move – that’s 
still under consideration,” 
he said.

M-TEC
From page A1

financial records are in his 
locked office at the senior 
center. He’s barred from go-
ing there under court order, 
related to the senior center 
charge.

He has told the fire board 
he’s willing to resign, he said. 
He’s been fire board trea-
surer for 10 to 15 years, he 
said.

Wooley is also the Coloma 
area Berrien County com-
missioner.

Here are some more de-
tails of the North Berrien 
Fire Rescue report findings:

A check dated Aug. 19 
this year was written to 
“cash” for $6,000 and con-
tained the apparent forged 
signature of Harper on it 
along with Wooley’s signa-
ture. The fire department 
reconciliation for August 
listed the check as being 
“void.” There was no net 
loss of funds for the fire de-
partment, however, because 
a $6,000 deposit from the 
North Berrien Senior Cen-
ter made Aug. 22 covered 
the check amount.

Harper said he was 
shocked this week to learn 
his alleged signature was on 
the check.

“I never sign checks for 
‘cash,’ and I never sign blank 
checks,” he said. “My stom-
ach was twisted into a knot,” 
Harper said. “I couldn’t 

sleep.”
The first two checks made 

out to the North Berrien Se-
nior Center were from 2012. 
One was from February 
2012, for $191, and the other 
was from September 2012, 
for $305.50.

Then, on Jan. 10 this year, 
a $40,000 check was made 
out to the senior center, but 
again an equally large de-
posit from the senior center 
was made in the fire depart-
ment account. The fire 
board had thought the 
$40,000 was going to Honor 
Credit Union for a bank CD 
– and the transaction was 
recorded as such in the 
board’s QuickBooks ac-
counting software. 

Plante Moran also discov-
ered the second signature on 
the Jan. 10 check “appears 
different than the other 
checks signed by the same 
signer.”

Regarding the payroll, 
Penner noted that Wooley 
was paid $2,570 through 
Dec. 5 – though meeting pay 
for board members is only 
$50. That means Wooley 
would have had to attend 51 
meetings this year, Penner 
said.

“This payroll is further 
complicated by the fact that 
from a general ledger per-
spective, the expense was 
charged to two different line 
items: Board Fees and Con-
tract Services,” Penner said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

TRANSACTIONS
From page A1 Teen admits killing 2  

at Oregon hunting cabin
By JEFF BARNARD
Associated Press

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — 
A 15-year-old who shot 
and killed his foster father 
and another man at a re-
mote Oregon cabin in 2012 
never meant to kill anyone 
and never should have been 
around loaded guns due to 
his lack of maturity after 
years of abuse and other 
problems, a defense lawyer 
says.

The boy made admis-
sions Wednesday in Grant 
County Court in Canyon 
City to the juvenile equiva-
lent of manslaughter. A 
judge ordered him into 
state custody until he turns 
25, when he will be eligible 
for release, defense attor-
ney Kathie Berger said.

The boy told authorities 
he got scared and acciden-
tally shot the men – foster 
father Michael Piete of 
Baker City and Piete’s un-
cle, Kenneth Gilliland – 
during a hunting trip.

“Unfortunately, two 
people died as a result of 
some decisions that when 

you look back on them, 
you are left just shaking 
your head: ‘What in the 
world were you thinking?”’ 
Berger said.

Grant County District 
Attorney Ryan Joslin did 
not immediately return a 
call for comment.

Berger said the boy was 
abused as a young child 
and went into a series of 
foster homes and juvenile 
care facilities, where he dis-
played behavioral prob-
lems.

He was sent to live with 
the Piete and his wife de-
spite a lack of local treat-
ment services available to 
him. When he started high 
school – the first public 
school he ever attended on 
his own – he was soon 
tossed out.

Piete had planned a 
hunting trip with his uncle 
and friends. Rather than 
place the teen with some-
one else while he was gone, 
he took him along to do 
chores as a sort of punish-
ment, Berger said.

Events at the cabin are 
unclear, and the boy’s state-

ment to state police con-
flicts with the evidence in 
some respects, Berger said.

According to his state-
ment, which was played in 
open court at an earlier 
hearing, the boy got hold 
of a loaded .44 Magnum 
revolver. He had heard 
there were wolves around, 
and thinking he saw a pair 
of eyes in the darkness, he 
fired, hitting Gilliland.

Then he went inside the 
cabin, where he got more 
scared because people were 
yelling at him. The boy 
fired wildly toward the up-
stairs loft, where others in 
the party were sleeping. A 
bullet passed through a 
bookcase and hit Piete, 
who was standing after be-
ing awakened by the gun-
fire.

The boy grabbed a rifle 
on his way out the door, 
and while outside, fell and 
shot himself  in the leg with 
the revolver.

Using the rifle as a 
crutch, he made his way 
back to the cabin. One of 
the other men had driven 
to the little town of Gran-

ite to call 911. Another 
taped the boy to a chair 
until deputies arrived.

The boy was taken to a 
Boise hospital, where he 
was interviewed by a state 
police detective. The Asso-
ciated Press is withholding 
the boy’s name due to his 
age.

“Was it reckless for him 
to pick up guns? Yes it 
was,” Berger said. “Was it 
reckless for him to shoot 
the guns? Very reckless.

“When you look through 
the decisions made by pro-
fessional people and adults 
who were supposed to be 
looking out for (the boy) 
due to his needs, it’s just a 
tragedy.”

The boy originally was 
held on juvenile charges 
of  aggravated murder, 
and prosecutors tried to 
have him tried as an adult. 
A judge denied the re-
quest after experts exam-
ined the boy and found he 
had the maturity of  a 
9-year-old. State law bars 
anyone younger than 12 
from being tried as an 
adult.


