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LOCAL & STATE

Stephen L. Brundage / HP correspondent

St. Joseph High School students, from left, Ta’ja Heath, Mariah Rifenberg and Hannah Shane, work on their chili creation. St. 
Joe High Foods and Nutrition instructor Lauri Berry said the school fielded six teams for the High School Chili Cook-Off. She 
said students perfected their recipes and presentations in class before coming to the competition.

CHILI COOK-OFF

Businesses, organizations 
and individuals are coming 
through for the 2014 Good 
Fellow Fund, and you can 
join them.

The effort to bring joy to 
poor families during the holi-
days is in its 84th season. The 
Herald-Palladium adminis-
ters the effort, meaning every 
penny helps local families in 
need.

Send donations to the 
Good Fellow Fund in care of 
The Herald-Palladium, P.O. 
Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 
49085.

The tally from the Dec. 6 
Newsie sale has been updated 
to include $2,035 more from 
the Exchange Club of South-
west Michigan and $175 from 
the St. Joseph Lions Club.

The Exchange Club raised 
$14,338 through the Newsie 
sale while St. Joseph Lions 
raised $4,767. The Newsie 
sale total is $22,732.

The drive goal is $35,000, 
and last year’s effort netted a 
record $37,802 

Other contributions came 
from:

Chemical Bank, Benton 
Harbor, $250; Acra Enter-
prises Inc., Stevensville, $250; 
Advanced Alarms Inc., St. 
Joseph, $200; Anderson 
Building Materials Co., St. 
Joseph, $100; Andreas & In-
grid Hannich, St. Joseph, 
$50; Arnt Asphalt Sealing 
Inc., Benton Harbor, $25; 
Barrett & Driscoll, MDS, 
PC, St. Joseph, $300; 

Barry/Jody Conybeare, St. 
Joseph, $100; Beaudoin Elec-
trical Construction Inc., So-
dus, $100; Beverly Parnell, 
Benton Harbor, $100; Bitt-
ner, Hyrns, Daly & Riemland 
P.C., St. Joseph, $100; Brad-
ley Johnson in Memory Ben 
Johnson, Stevensville, $100; 
Brammell Industrial Supply, 
Benton Harbor, $250; C.W. 
Hackensmith, St. Joseph, 
$100;

Dale/Alice Park, St. Jo-
seph, $100; Darlene Bruner-
Getz, DDS, Coloma, $50; 
Dennis/Christy Taylor, Ben-
ton Harbor, $20; Donald/
Rheta Peters, St. Joseph, 
$100; Engineered Polymer 
Products, Eau Claire, 50; 
First Source Bank, South 
Bend, 250; Fresh Décor Pro 
Hardware, Benton Harbor, 
$300; Gaishin Manufactur-
ing, Benton Harbor, $500; 
Gerbel & Co. P.C., St. Joseph, 
$200; Hanson Logistics, St. 
Joseph, $100; Henry P. Flo-
rin, St. Joseph, $1,000; 

Hoffman Die Cast Corp., 
St. Joseph, $200; Insurance 
Management Service, St. Jo-
seph, $300; James/Lois Ash-
brook, Bridgman, 250; JCD 
Limited, LLC, St. Joseph, 
$70;

John C. B. McDonald 
Clinic, P.C., Benton Harbor, 
$40; JW Stuber, St. Joseph, 
$100; Kepner’s Precision 
Auto Krafters, Benton Har-
bor, $100; Kim and Jim Vidt, 
Niles, $100; Lions Club of 
St. Joseph, $100; Lynn Sto-
ver and Associates LLC, 
Berrien Center, $200; Mach 
Mold, Benton Harbor, $25; 
Mark/Leslie Miller, St. Jo-
seph, $20;

Martin Brothers Mill and 
Foundry Supply, Benton 
Harbor, $100; Mid-County 
Lawn & Garden LLC, St. Jo-
seph, $100; Milton Zoschke, 
Benton Harbor, $40; Ned/
Diane Wollenslegel, Stevens-
ville, $50; Old Europe Cheese 
Inc., Benton Harbor, $150; 
Paul/Cynthia Wilford, Ste-
vensville, $200.

Peggy Littler, Coloma, $50; 
Pri Mart Petroleum, St. Jo-
seph, $250; R. Betker & As-
sociates Inc., Benton Harbor, 
$100; Robert/Mary Kynast, 
St. Joseph, $50; Rodger/Bar-
bara Bittner, St. Joseph, $300; 
Roger & Ann Wilschke, St. 
Joseph, $51; Sanitary Dry 
Cleaners, St. Joseph, $100; 

Schultz Roofi ng Supply Co., 
St. Joseph, $100; 

Signature Automotive 
Group, Benton Harbor, $50; 
Southwestern Michigan Car 
Collectors, St. Joseph, $100; 
Stacker Inc., Ed Stacker In-
surance, St. Joseph, $10; State 
Tool & Mfg. Co., Benton 
Harbor, $50; Steven Wessell, 
Benton Harbor, $250; Tem-
ple B’Nai Shalom, Benton 
Harbor, $50; Thayer Inc., 
Benton Harbor, $50.

Thelamco Inc, Benton 
Harbor, $50; United Federal 
Credit Union, St. Joseph, 
$500; Vance Ferguson Cem-
etery Memorials, Benton 
Harbor, $100; Velma Skelley, 
St. Joseph, $25.75; Vomela 
Harbor Graphics, Benton 
Harbor, $100; William and 
JoAnn Nichols, St. Joseph, 
$100; William Mohr, Benton 
Harbor, $50; Dr. R. 
Rademacher, O.D., St. Jo-
seph, $25; Karen & Rocklyn 
Kietzer, Stevensville, $75; 

Betty Bade Meyerink, Ber-
rien Springs, $200; Damaske 
Family Reunion, St. Joseph, 
$100; GJ McNees/S. 
Snodgrass, Stevensville, $100; 
Gus Damaske, St. Joseph, 
$25; John J Bollman, St. Jo-
seph, $100; Mark or Janet 
Zielke, St. Joseph, $100; Wil-
liam & Rebecca Devitt, Ben-
ton Harbor, $100; Batson 
Printing, $100.

Nanette Black, St. Joseph, 
$25; Lawrence H. Merritt, 
Stevensville, $150; Gallery 
On The Alley, St. Joseph, 
$50; James Brooks, St. Jo-
seph, $100; John DeVries 
Agency Inc., St. Joseph, $25; 
Richard/Janice Brandt, St. 
Joseph, $300; Robert/Janice 
Fischer, St. Joseph, $50; Roy 
H. Liskey, St. Joseph, $50; 
Darrin & Beth Drollinger, 
Stevensville, $200; Schaffer & 
Layher PLLC, St. Joseph, 
$100; George Jaeger, St. Jo-
seph, $20; 

Joann Ciboch, St. Joseph, 
$50; Jack Lents, St. Joseph, 
$50; Alsup Painting, St. Jo-
seph, $100; John C Postelli, 
Stevensville, $100; Judith S. 
Felland, St. Joseph, $100; 
Morris McMurray, St. Jo-
seph, $15; Core Real Estate 
Inc., Stevensville, $25.

East Shore Developers 
LLC, Stevensville, $25; Phil 
Medo, St. Joseph, $50; Shir-
ley & R.E. Doehrer, Stevens-
ville, $50; Richard Ford, Ben-
ton Harbor, $50; Vail Rubber 
Works, St. Joseph, $100; 
Donald Charles Brown, St. 
Joseph, $200; Laverne Breu-
ker, St. Joseph, $40; Pearson 
Construction, Benton Har-
bor, $100; Wednesday Bridge 
Club, $69;

Priscilla Byrns, St. Joseph, 
$100; James and Ann Al-
derink, St. Joseph, $150; In 
Memory of Jim Reeves, Ben-
ton Harbor, $25; Eugene & 
Marilyn Weil, Benton Har-
bor, $300; Marsha & John 
Meyer, St. Joseph, $30; Sha-
ron & Donald Alsbro, Ben-
ton Harbor, $20; David and 
Deborah Slavicek, Benton 
Harbor, $140; Slowik Refrig-
eration, Benton Harbor, 
$100; Transportation Man-
agement, St. Joseph, $50; 
Midwest Timer Service, Ben-
ton Harbor, $500; Midwest 
Glass & Mirror, Stevensville, 
$100; 

BH Tent & Awning, Ben-
ton Harbor, $920; Catherine 
Canham, Coloma MI 49038, 
100; Gerald & Cookie We-
saw, Bangor, 49013,100; An-
thony and Judith Belski, St. 
Joseph, $200.

Good Fellow 
money keeps 
rolling in

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— A change to a different 
health insurance provider 
will save Oronoko Town-
ship about $45,000 in 2015, 
offi cials said.

The change was among 
several health care-related 
items at this week’s Oro-
noko Township Board 
meeting.

The township is switch-
ing from Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of Michigan to 
United Healthcare, effec-
tive this month, Supervisor 
Mike Hildebrand said. The 
new coverage has a $1,000 
deductible for each town-
ship worker.

Related actions include 
accepting a letter of under-
standing from the police 

union agreeing to the 
change and changing the 
third-part administration 
of the township’s health re-
imbursement and fl exible 
spending accounts from 
Burnham and Flowers to 
American Health Resourc-
es.

Hildebrand said that giv-
ing employees the health 
reimbursement account 
will help offset the $1,000 
deductible. The fl exible 
spending account allows 
township employees to take 
pre-tax dollars to pay to-
ward health related expens-
es, he said.

Board members voted to 
exempt the township from 
the state’s hard cap insur-
ance provisions. Public em-
ployers have to vote every 
year to either accept the 
hard cap – a ceiling on 

health insurance premiums 
– or opt out of the require-
ments of the state law 
passed in 2011. 

Hildebrand said the 
township is getting closer 
to where it might take the 
hard cap option but still 
has the fl exibility to opt out 
of the law.

Also at this week’s meet-
ing, board members set a 
public hearing for Jan. 13 
on new water and sewer 
connection ordinances and 
amendments to existing 
water and sewer ordinanc-
es. 

The amendments refl ect 
the revision of the agree-
ments the township has 
with Berrien Springs, in-
cluding changing the date 
delinquent bills are placed 
on tax bills from March 1 
to Sept. 1.

The new water and sewer 
connection ordinances put 
in writing what township 
offi cials have talked about 
since proposing the new 
water and sewer project in 
2013. Work on extending 
water and sewer lines from 
the village to the township 
along M-139 will start in 
the spring.

The new connection or-
dinances state that property 
owners won’t be forced to 
connect to the new lines 
unless they’re in the special 
assessment district estab-
lished for property owners 
contributing to the project, 
are having new construc-
tion completed after the ef-
fective date of the ordi-
nances or have a septic 
system fail either inside or 
outside of the special as-
sessment district.

Oronoko makes insurance moves

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

NEW BUFFALO — The 
signatures are in and the 
clock is ticking again for 
the recall of New Buffalo 
Mayor Pete Weber for seek-
ing the dismissal of former 
City Manager Rusty Gei-
sler.

Berrien County Election 
Administrator Carolyn To-
liver said she has until Fri-
day, Dec. 26, to certify the 
minimum 144 qualifi ed sig-
natures and declare the spe-
cial election for the May 
2015 ballot.

After the election is 
called, candidates have 10 
days to fi le nominating peti-
tions containing at least 10 
percent of the number of 
signatures required for a 
regular election – 14 in this 
case – or a $100 fi ling fee. 
Weber is automatically list-
ed on the ballot.

Weber has until Dec. 18 
to challenge the signatures.

The approved recall peti-
tion states: “On Aug. 19, 
2014, council member Peter 
F. Weber seconded a mo-
tion for the immediate dis-
missal of City Manager 
William J. Geisler as city 
manager.” The petition was 
fi led Sept. 26 by Susan Law-
son, 325 W. Clay St.

Weber’s term expires in 
Nov. 20, 2016. The cost of 
the recall election is borne 
by the city.

Signatures 
submitted 
in NB 
recall

Contributed photo

The 2015 Miss and Mr. Hartford pageant will at 5 p.m. today at the Hartford High School 
Auditorium. The theme is “Mary Mary, quite contrary.” The contestants are, front row from 
left: Jade Heffington, Brittany Marbut and Alisha Haney; Back row: Sarah Hall, Samantha 
Tuttle, Ara Hall, Abby Anchor and Alexandria Burnett.

MISS AND MR. HARTFORD

Drug Court sentences
St. Joseph

Sherlon A. Henderson, 34, 
Pavone Street, Benton Har-
bor, one year in jail and $198 
for possession with intent to 
deliver marijuana May 13, 
2013, at his residence.

Robert M. Adams, 30, Moc-
casin Street, Buchanan, 180 
days in jail (may be served in 
an inpatient drug treatment 
facility), two years’ probation 
and $1,438 for methamphet-
amine possession Aug 11 at 
251 Cass St., Niles.

Donshon R. Street, 17, 
Monroe Street, Benton Har-
bor, 90 days in jail, two years’ 
probation and $838 for pos-

session of less than 25 
grams of cocaine oct. 6 at 
310 E. Main St., Benton Har-
bor.

Michael A. Pineda, 17, 
Broadway, Niles, 60 days in 
jail, and $721 for marijuana 
manufacture Oct. 19 at 
Brookfield and Lincoln Ave-
nue, Niles.

William A. Chase, 41, South 
Red Bud Trail, Buchanan, 60 
days in jail and $198 for pos-
session of less than 25 
grams of heroin Aug. 3 at 
2107 S. 11th St., Niles Town-
ship.

Noe Vargas, 24, Milwaukee, 
Wis., 41 days in jail (credit for 
41 days already served) for 

second-offense possession 
with intent to deliver marijua-
na Oct. 15 on I-196 in Benton 
Township.

Christopher T. Williams, 32, 
Detroit, 21 days in jail and 
$198 for methamphetamine 
possession May 14 on I-94 in 
Chikaming Township.

Michael G. Taylor, 43, U.S. 
12, Three Oaks, four days in 
jail and $1,666 for second-
offense marijuana possession 
and maintaining a drug house 
Oct. 14 at his residence.

Julian J. Davani, 22, Hough-
ton, three days in jail and 
$898 for maintaining a vehi-
cle for drug sales of use June 
24 on I-94 in Lake Township.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT


