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Berrien commissioner accused of theft

By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County Commissioner Rob-
ert Wooley has been charged 
with embezzling about 
$150,000 from the North 

Berrien Se-
nior Center, 
where he 
served as di-
rector since 
1996.

A warrant 
was autho-
rized by the 
county prose-
cutor’s office 
and Wooley 
turned himself in Thursday 
afternoon for arraignment at 
the Courthouse in St. Jo-

seph.
The 62-year-old Coloma 

resident demanded a prelim-
inary hearing on a charge of 
embezzlement over $100,000, 
a felony that carries a penal-
ty of up to 20 years in prison 
upon conviction.

He was released on $25,000 
bond and a hearing was 
scheduled for Dec. 15.

Wooley allegedly trans-
ferred money periodically 
from senior center accounts 
into an investment account, 

Prosecutor Michael Sepic 
said.

He then regularly moved 
funds from the investment 
account into his personal ac-
count, Sepic said.

The board of directors of 
the center, which is at 6648 
Ryno Road, Coloma, did 
not know about the  invest-
ment account, Sepic said.

The charge against him 
was made public at a county 

John Matuszak / HP Staff

Benton Harbor High School student Tasharon Carlisle, seated, gets her hair trimmed Thursday by fellow student Tyrece 
Lamar, under the supervision of cosmetology instructor Cathy Cohn at the Benton Harbor Promise Career Technical Educa-
tion Expo. Students from Benton Harbor, Countryside Academy and Dream Academy were introduced to opportunities in a 
variety of fields, from medicine to manufacturing to law enforcement. The Benton Harbor Promise guarantees any of the 
students who graduate tuition to a two-year college or technical training center.

Career expo urges students to be a cut above
By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Area students learned 
about growing job op-
portunities at a career 
and technical education 
expo Thursday – includ-
ing hair styling.

But even that field re-
quires more training than 
just handling scissors, ac-
cording to Cathy Cohn, 
cosmetology facilitator 
at Benton Harbor High 
School.

“It’s not just standing 
behind a chair cutting 
hair,” said Cohn, partici-
pating in the event at-
tended by students from 
Benton Harbor High 
School, Dream Academy 
and Countryside Acade-
my.

You need education in 
everything from chemis-
try to electricity to psy-
chology, Cohn said as 
students swarmed around 
her booth giving and get-
ting make-overs.

The invited students 
are all part of  the Benton 
Harbor Promise, which 
guarantees tuition to a 
two-year college for any-
one who graduates, said 
Alloyd Blackmon, one of 
the event’s organizers.

“There’s no reason you 
can’t go to college. The 
money is available,” said 
Blackmon, a marketing 
executive with Whirlpool 
Corp. on loan to the Ben-
ton Harbor Promise.

About 400 students 
were expected to attend 
the event held at the Boys 
& Girls Club Smilow 
Teen Center in Benton 
Harbor.

The goal is to expose 
students to career oppor-
tunities, many of  which 
require only a two-year 
associate’s degree or a 
professional certificate.

Cosmetology is a grow-
ing field with a wide 
range of  opportunities, 
said Cohn, who has 
worked in a psychiatric 
hospital and prisons as 
well as a freelance styl-
ist.

A stylist can make from 
$12 an hour to $1,000 a 
haircut working with the 
Hollywood stars, Cohn 
said. And a student who 
gets their cosmetology 
certificate can make 
money cutting hair on 
campus while attending 
college, she said.

This is the second year 
for the career expo. This 
year has more of  an em-
phasis on manufacturing 
jobs, which are becoming 
available as the economy 
improves and older work-
ers retire, Blackmon 
said.

Lakeland HealthCare 

had nine specialists avail-
able to talk to students.

Monica Nichols has 
been an ultrasound tech-
nician with Lakeland for 
seven years.

“The payroll grade is 
good, and it’s not about 
to go away,” Nichols said 
of  the field of  diagnostic 
imaging, which includes 
CT scans and MRIs.

Lake Michigan Col-
lege, which participated 
in the expo with other 
community colleges, has 
an ultrasound training 
program, Nichols said.

Berrien County Sheriff’s Deputy Jonathan Bowman talks to students about staying out of 
trouble during the Benton Harbor Promise Career Technical Education Expo Thursday. Having 
a  criminal record can derail job opportunities later in life, Bowman told students from Benton 
Harbor High School, Countryside Academy and Dream Academy.

Don Campbell / HP staff

The North Berrien Senior Center in Coloma is pictured.
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Average Affordable Care  
premiums going up in 2015
By RICARDO  
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Many 
people covered under Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s health 
care law will face higher pre-
miums next year, the admin-
istration acknowledged 
Thursday. While the average 
increases are modest, it’s 
more fodder for the nation’s 
political battles over health 
care.

Officials stressed that mil-
lions of current HealthCare.
gov customers can mitigate 
the financial hit if they’re 
willing to shop around for 
another plan in a more com-
petitive online marketplace. 
Subsidies will also help cush-
ion the impact.

It’s currently taking an av-
erage of 30 minutes for re-
turning customers to update 
their coverage.

Premiums for the most 
popular type of plan are go-
ing up an average of 5 per-
cent in the 35 states where the 
federal government is run-
ning the health insurance ex-
changes, said a report from 
the Health and Human Ser-
vices Department.

Monthly premiums are 
one of the most important 
and politically sensitive yard-
sticks for Obama’s health 
care law, which offers subsi-
dized private insurance to 
people who don’t have access 
to coverage through their 
jobs. Sharper premium hikes 
were common before it 
passed.

The modest average in-
creases reported for 2015 
mask bigger swings from 
state to state, and even within 
regions of a state. According 
to data released by the  

See WOOLEY, page A10
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Berrien sheriff open  
to police body cameras

By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County Sheriff Paul Bailey 
said Thursday he is explor-
ing the possibility of equip-
ping deputies with body 
cameras.

Bailey said the public 
seems to believe there should 
be a record of everything an 
officer does, and at the same 
time the cameras can benefit 
police.

Speaking to county com-
missioners Thursday, Bailey 
said he has directed staff to 
look into costs.

The technology would be 
expensive, he said, $600 per 
officer or $44,000 to $45,000 
for  the entire department.

“We want to be at the front 
end of this,” Bailey said.

Benton Harbor police 
have a few body cameras, 
Bailey said, and federal grant 
money may soon be avail-
able for all departments.

In the wake of the August 
shooting death of Michael 
Brown by a police officer in 
Ferguson, Mo., and subse-
quent violence, President 
Obama has proposed $75 
million to provide body cam-
eras for 50,000 police offi-

cers.
Bailey said federal grant 

money, if it becomes avail-
able, could enable his depart-
ment to get  cameras.

“If the money can be 
found, any piece of equip-
ment you have is good so 
there’s no doubt, no issues,” 
he said after the county 
board meeting. “The issue is 
affordability.”

Bailey expects more infor-
mation will be available in 
the months ahead.

The sheriff’s department 
first equipped squad cars 
with cameras in 2002.  But 
equipment breaks down and 
wears out, and in 2009 the 
cameras were replaced at a 
cost of about $100,000.

Bailey said the car camer-
as can show what happens in 
an incident, if it’s visible to 
the lens. And officers quickly 
accepted the cameras, un-
derstanding that they can af-
ford protection from false 
accusations.

“There’s no ‘he said, she 
said.’ Everything is on there,” 
Bailey said, adding that body 
cameras would be no differ-
ent.

If federal money is made 
available for body cameras, 
he said, the cost of replace-
ment in the future would 
likely fall on the county.

“Technology is wonderful. 
We have nothing to hide,” Bai-
ley said. “But there’s a cost.”

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken

Proposed  
federal grant  
may sweeten deal

See CAREER, page A10
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .39º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .26º
Record High . . . . . . 64º in 1970
Record Low . . . . . . . 6º in 2002
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.40"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 25.11"
Normal year to date . . . . 34.73"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:59 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:14 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:02 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:50 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 30% chance of rain, high of 
39º, humidity of 87%. Southeast 
wind 5 mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with a 50% chance of rain, 
overnight low of 34º. Light winds. 
Saturday, skies will be partly 
cloudy with a high of 38º.

Today, southeast winds 10 to 15 kt becoming east 5 to 10 kt. Slight 
chance of light freezing rain in the morning, then slight chance of rain 
in the afternoon. Waves 2 to 4 ft subsiding to 1 to 2 ft in the afternoon.  
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Saturday

Partly Cloudy
38º / 26º

Sunday

Mostly Sunny
37º / 31º

Monday

Rain/Snow
38º / 31º

Tuesday

Mostly Cloudy
37º / 29º

Today

Isolated Rain
39º

Tonight

Scat'd Rain
34º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with highs in the mid-30s. 
Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph. Saturday, skies will be mostly sunny to 
partly cloudy with highs in the upper 20s. North wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with isolated showers, highs 
in the upper 30s. East southeast wind 3 to 6 mph. Saturday we will see 
partly cloudy skies with highs in the upper 30s.

How much of the Earth 
is continually covered in 
snow? ?

Answer: Twelve percent of the 
Earth.

Full
12/6

Last
12/14

New
12/21

First
12/28

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 27
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 5, 2014
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1989

For the first time since 1980, 
South Haven is soon going to 
have separate fire and police de-
partments. The City Council 
Monday night voted 5-1 to repeal 
the controversial 1980 city ordi-
nance that combined the admin-
istration of the police and fire 
departments. It will take effect in 
10 days.

An open house will be held 
from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday at 
the 1859 Landmark Community 
Center, 601 Main St., St. Joseph. 
The center has been renovated to 
hold concerts, plays receptions 
and rental office space for non-
profit cultural organizations.

35 years ago – 1979
Lakeshore Masonic Lodge 298 

of Benton Harbor recently honored 

members of 50 years during its “Old 
Timers” dinner meeting. Honored 
were D. Carter Cook, Dr. Frederick 
H. Rahn, Paul B. Sage, Henry P. 
Florin and Vern C. Story. Certifi-
cates and lapel pins were presented 
by Robert E. Kale, post grand mas-
ter of Masons of Michigan.

A permit for $121,500 to re-
model the kitchen of Benton 
Harbor High School topped con-
struction projects approved re-
cently by the Benton Harbor 
Building Inspection Department.

50 years ago – 1964
Crystal Springs Florist, 1475 

Pipestone St., Benton Township, 
has doubled its greenhouse space 
since last year and now has 24,000 
square feet under glass devoted to 
floral culture. Brothers Guenther 
and Gerhard Siegert have oper-
ated the business since 1947.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, Dec. 5, the 
339th day of 2014. There are 26 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 5, 2013, Nelson Man-

dela, the anti-apartheid leader 
who became South Africa’s first 
black president and was a global 
symbol of sacrifice and reconcili-
ation, died at age 95.

On this date:
In 1776, the first scholastic fra-

ternity in America, Phi Beta 
Kappa, was organized at the 
College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, Virginia.

In 1782, the eighth president 
of the United States, Martin Van 
Buren, was born in Kinderhook, 
New York; he was the first chief  

executive to be born after Ameri-
can independence.

In 1791, composer Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart died in Vien-
na, Austria, at age 35.

In 1831, former President John 
Quincy Adams took his seat as a 
member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

In 1848, President James K. 
Polk triggered the Gold Rush of 
‘49 by confirming that gold had 
been discovered in California.

In 1932, German physicist Al-
bert Einstein was granted a visa, 
making it possible for him to 
travel to the United States.

In 1933, national Prohibition 
came to an end as Utah became 
the 36th state to ratify the 21st 
Amendment to the Constitution, 
repealing the 18th Amendment.

administration, some com-
munities will still see double-
digit hikes while others are 
seeing decreases. Most are 
somewhere in the middle.

“Prior to the Affordable 
Care Act taking place, we 
saw double-digit increases in 
health care costs in this coun-
try,” said White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest. 
“Those were routine.”

Many people who go back 
to the website “will now find 
that their costs are limited to 
only 5 percent on average,” 
he said, “a much lower cost 
increase than was in place be-
fore the Affordable Care 
Act.”

Even after Thursday’s re-
port, the bottom line remains 

blurry.
Last year, the administra-

tion released its analysis of 
premiums before the start of 
open enrollment season. This 
year’s snapshot came more 
than two weeks after sign-
ups had started and covered 
13 fewer states. Among the 
missing states were two of 
the largest, California and 
New York.

Last year’s report provided 
average premiums for three 
types of plans across 48 states 
– close to a national number. 
This year’s report has no 
comparable statistic.

With both chambers of 
Congress under Republican 
control next year, the health 
care law will face even closer 
scrutiny from opponents still 
pursuing its repeal.

Nonetheless, industry ex-
perts said the picture appears 

positive for consumers and 
the administration.

“Benchmark premiums 
going into year two of the 
health law are very stable na-
tionally, driven largely by 
strong competition among 
insurers,” said Larry Levitt 
of the nonpartisan Kaiser 
Family Foundation. “How 
the law is playing out varies 
quite a bit across the country, 
with premiums increasing in 
some areas but actually go-
ing down in other places, 
which is almost unheard of.”

Administration officials 
said that on the whole, the 
market for individual insur-
ance has gotten better for 
consumers.

“In today’s marketplace, 
issuers are competing for 
business,” Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Syl-
via M. Burwell said in a state-

ment. “Returning customers 
may find an even better deal 
if they shop and save.”

The administration says 
about two-thirds of current 
customers can still find cov-
erage comparable to what 
they have now for $100 a 
month or less if they shop. 
That estimate takes into ac-
count the tax credits that 
most consumers receive, 
which cover about three-
fourths of their premiums on 
average.

Also, 91 percent of cus-
tomers will have a choice of 
three or more insurers this 
year, with each company usu-
ally offering a range of plans. 
That’s a notable improve-
ment from last year, when 74 
percent of customers had 
similar options.

The most popular cover-
age, known as the lowest cost 

silver plan, will go up 5 per-
cent next year across the 35 
states included in the admin-
istration’s analysis. The sec-
ond-lowest cost silver plan – 
the benchmark the 
government uses to set sub-
sidy levels – will go up an av-
erage of 2 percent.

Tax credits are based on a 
person’s income and the pre-
mium for the second-lowest 
cost silver plan in their com-
munity. The slow premium 
growth for the second-lowest 
cost silver plans is also good 
news for taxpayers who are 
subsidizing the program.

Open enrollment season 
for 2015 is now in its third 
week and runs through Feb. 
15. The next big deadline for 
consumers is Dec. 15, the 
date by which new customers 
must sign up if they want 
their coverage to take effect 

on Jan. 1. For current cus-
tomers, it’s the deadline to 
make changes and updates 
that would take effect Jan. 1.

Current customers who do 
nothing will be automatically 
renewed in the plan they have 
now on Jan. 1. But with all 
the changes in premiums for 
2015, administration officials 
and consumer advocates are 
urging people to come back 
and shop.

“The vast majority of peo-
ple, if they stay in the same 
plan, they will see rate in-
creases in the single digits to 
high single digits,” said Andy 
Slavitt, a top official oversee-
ing technology and manage-
ment issues.

The administration has set 
a goal of 9.1 million people 
enrolled in 2015, including 
most of the current 6.7 mil-
lion customers.

CARE
From page A1

board meeting Thursday. 
Wooley, who has been a 
county commissioner for 16 
years, was not present.

Contacted by phone at the 
senior center after the meet-
ing, he said he intended to 
plead not guilty.

The center is not in danger 
of running out of money, he 
said.

“I plan on remaining here 
until the case is settled,” 
Wooley said, though he had 
not talked to county officials 
about his commissioner’s 

position.
Wooley represents the 

county board’s 1st District, 
made up of the northern 
portion of the county, and is 
assigned to the Finance 
Committee. He is involved in 
various community organi-
zations, among them the 
Southwest Michigan Com-
munity Action Agency 
Board, the North Berrien 
Fire and Rescue Board, and 
the Coloma Sewer Board.

The embezzlement alleg-
edly occurred over a seven-
year period, from 2007 
through 2014.

Sepic said a state police in-
vestigation began in January 

after a financial institution 
reported questionable trans-
fers of money into Wooley’s 
account.

Authorities believe that at 
least $150,000 was embez-
zled. A forensic audit is to be 
conducted to determine if  
additional funds are missing, 
Sepic said.

Wooley’s fellow county 
commissioners expressed 
shock over the criminal 
charge.

County board Chairman 
Jon Hinkelman in a written 
statement said the seriousness 
of the allegations is a concern 
for the county organization, 
though Wooley is innocent 

until proven otherwise.
In his capacity as a county 

commissioner, Wooley has 
no direct access to county 
funds.

“Berrien County’s finan-
cial policies and the inherent 
checks and balances of our 
financial procedures, make 
the embezzlement of funds, 
as alleged in Bob’s case, vir-
tually inconceivable at the 
county level,” Hinkelman 
said.

The North Berrien center 
and six other senior centers 
in the county receive a large 
portion of their funding 
from the county through a 
voter-approved 0.3-mill 

property tax.
Each center received 

$298,991 in public funding 
in 2014 and is to receive 
$309,865 in 2015.

In 2012, Janet Ott, the for-
mer director of the River 
Valley Senior Citizen Center, 
was convicted of obtaining 
$1,000 to $20,000 by false 
pretenses. She admitted 
stealing money from the cen-
ter by submitting false re-
ceipts for reimbursement be-
tween October 2010 and 
June 2012.

Ott was sentenced in Ber-
rien County Trial Court to 
five years on probation and 
ordered to  pay $22,386 in 

restitution.
As a result of that case, the 

county board in December 
2012 approved changes in 
guidelines for the seven se-
nior centers that receive pub-
lic funding, mandating that 
each have an audit complet-
ed each year.

The county board ap-
proved the guideline amend-
ments to help meet its re-
sponsibility for financial 
oversight.

County Administrator Bill 
Wolf said no discrepancies 
were identified in the 2013 
audit.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken  
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Flash flooding strands  
dozens of drivers in California
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — 
Heavy downpours took a 
parting shot Thursday at 
California, triggering flash 
floods that temporarily 
stranded more than three 
dozen people in their cars in 
inland Riverside County.

Torrents also flooded 
freeways in Sacramento 
during the Wednesday eve-
ning rush hour and likely 
opened a pair of large sink-
holes in San Francisco. No 
injuries were reported.

The dwindling storm 
brought some relief to the 
parched state, but a new 
analysis showed how much 
more rain and snow is need-
ed to pull it from its historic 

drought.
More than 99 percent of 

California remained in 
moderate or worse drought 
despite rains received 
through the end of Novem-
ber, national drought ex-
perts said.

The data cutoff for the 
update was Tuesday, mean-
ing most rain and snow 
from the latest storm was 
not included. However ex-
perts said they don’t expect 
the needle will move much 
when the latest precipitation 
is tallied.

“One event isn’t going to 
take away three years of 
drought,” said climatologist 
Brian Fuchs of the National 
Drought Mitigation Center 
in Nebraska.

The update shows the 

state’s drought status was 
unchanged from the previ-
ous week, meaning 55 per-
cent of the state still is con-
sidered in the most extreme 
category of drought while 
99.7 percent remains in 
moderate drought or worse.

The past two months have 
seen several back-to-back 
rain storms, and the rain in 
recent days was among the 
heaviest that some areas had 
seen in years.

The system dropped 
widely varying amounts of 
rain, ranging from trace lev-
els in some areas to 14.5 
inches at Yucaipa Ridge in 
the San Bernardino Moun-
tains. San Francisco saw 4.3 
inches, while 1.5 inches fell 
on downtown Los Angeles, 
according to the National 

Weather Service.
The San Francisco Bay 

Area reached or exceeded 
normal annual rainfall to-
tals for the first time in 
years.

The storm put downtown 
Los Angeles slightly above 
normal for the season to 
date. Since July 1, it has re-
corded 2.30 inches of rain 
compared with the normal 
average of 2.14 inches by 
Dec. 4.

East of Los Angeles in 
the San Bernardino Moun-
tains, drought-shrunken Big 
Bear Lake rose 6 inches in 
two days with the storm’s 
infusion of 1,171 acre feet 
of water, equal to 381.5 mil-
lion gallons, the Big Bear 
Municipal Water District 
said in a Facebook posting.

What’s the best part of 
her job?

“Spying on people’s in-
sides,” Nichols confided. 
“No two are alike, and 
they’re always moving 
around and doing stuff. 
It’s fascinating and it’s 
not repetitive. I also like 
helping people who are 
in pain, or scared, or 
both.”

The career expo 
showed students the con-
nections between what 
they are learning in the 
classroom and their fu-
ture employment.

“We try to make it real 
for the kids,” Blackmon 
said. “It shows them that 
the reason to go to school 
is to land a job and find 
something that you love 
to do. If  they think about 
careers, they’ll take 
school more seriously.”

What young people do 
in school is important, 
but what they do on their 

own time can help or 
hurt their future, as well, 
emphasized Berrien 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy 
Jonathan Bowman.

“So many of  the 
youngsters have messed 
up their opportunities 
with things they did 
when they were younger,” 
said Bowman, a 1984 
Benton Harbor High 
School graduate and a 
10-year veteran with the 
sheriff ’s department.

A misdemeanor charge 
of  domestic violence can 
bar you from a law en-
forcement career, Bow-
man cautioned students 
he spoke to.

Along with staying out 
of  trouble, Bowman 
urged students to make 
themselves marketable 
by furthering their edu-
cations.

A local law enforce-
ment job can lead to 
working with the state 
police or even the FBI, 
he said.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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