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ENTERTAINMENT
Holiday 
humor

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Dann Sytsma’s Crawlspace 
Eviction comedy troupe has 
built its reputation on rela-
tionship-based improv.

So, it’s not surprising 
when he and his wife, Tara 
Sytsma, share the stage to-
gether that a bit of real life 
sneaks into their act.

“There’s so much humor 
in relationships,” Dann 
Sytsma says by telephone 
from Kalamazoo. “Some-
times we need to laugh 
about things we may have 
thought were really serious 
at the time. We have a 
4-year-old boy and a 
20-month-old girl. Our 
4-year-old son is always 
coming up with crazy 
(stuff). Just the way that he 
talks and behaves is so fun-
ny and kind of quirky and 
weird, which we fully ex-
pect. So sometimes on stage 
we will say things the way 
he says them, which are 
jokes only she and I would 
know, but it makes each 
other laugh.”

When the Sytsmas and 
fellow Crawlspace Eviction 
members Bannon Backhus, 
Brian Lam and Brian Dug-
uay perform Friday along 
with the Benton Harbor-
based TORP Improvisa-
tional Comedy troupe dur-
ing “The Ha! Ha! Holidays 
Show” at Lake Michigan 
College’s Hanson Theatre, 
they’ll be doing a lot more 
than making each other 
laugh.

Since 2003, Crawlspace 
Eviction has been deliver-
ing not only laughs, but 
chortles and guffaws for a 

Improv troupes take 
the stage at LMC’s 
Hanson Theatre

Sharing the Christmas spirit
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Bill 
Klein stares at the box that holds 
his yet-to-be-assembled artifi cial 
Christmas tree as the panic sets 
in.

“My house is a mess right 
now,” Klein says, laughing. “I 
have no tree up, no Christmas 
decorations up, and my grand-
kids are going to be here in three 
days.”

Klein, who happens to be 
president of the Twin City 
Players, isn’t prone to holiday 
procrastination. It’s just his 
thoughts, and much of his time, 
has been devoted to providing 
holiday spirit of a different sort. 
Opening Friday, the St. Joseph-
based community theater group, 
which formed in 1932, will 

present a groundbreaking 
production of “The Christmas 
Schooner” at the Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center Main-
stage Theatre. The three-date run 

marks the fi rst time in the 
company’s storied history that it 
has staged a show in the 1,500-
seat space.

“As an organization it’s an 
amazing step for us,” says Klein, 
who also plays the role of Oskar 
in the show. “We’ve been in our 
little playhouse on Glenlord 
Road since 1985, and our main 
season has always been there. 
This opportunity could open us 
up to a different audience. The 
people who go to the Mendel 
might not have ever heard of 
Twin City Players. If we can 
create an audience of people 
who enjoy live theater, it benefi ts 
us, and it benefi ts the college.”

“It’s a game changer,” adds 
Paul Mow, who is directing the 
production. “When I 
grew up in Co-
loma, the 

Mendel Center was there, but it 
was always the place people from 
out of town could use, did use, 
and could afford to use. Up until 
about 18 months ago, we 
couldn’t afford to turn the lights 
on there. But Mike Nadolski and 
the people at the Mendel Center 
have bent over backwards to 
reach out to community organi-
zations to say they want this to 
be the region’s theater. By 
cutting fees for us, they’ve even 
allowed us to keep ticket prices 
the same. I just can’t say enough 
about it.”

With such a big opportunity 
for TCP, the company is mount-
ing an equally monumental show. 

Based on the historic Great 
Lakes voyages of Christmas tree 

 Jody Warner / HP correspondent

Captain Peter Stossel (portrayed by Karol Garrison), center, and the crew of the Rouse Simmons, a turn-of-the-century Great Lakes schooner that delivers 
Christmas trees to Chicago, sing during the Twin City Players’ production of “The Christmas Schooner.”

TCP takes the Mendel Center Mainstage for the first time with production of ‘The Christmas Schooner’

Harbor Country Opera ready for ‘Jolliest Christmas Ever’
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

THREE OAKS — There 
was a moment when Har-
bor Country Opera impre-
sario Robert Swan didn’t 
think he’d be able to belt 
out “The Christmas Song 
(Chestnuts Roasting On An 
Open Fire)” during Satur-
day’s “Jolliest Christmas 
Ever” concert at The Acorn 
Theater.

The bout of stomach 
cancer in 2009 didn’t keep 
him away, nor did the 2012 
car crash that left him with 
a bruised spine. But head-
ing into this 10th anniver-
sary season of the popular 
Christmas show, Swan 
found a stunning lack of 
chestnuts on the two trees 
on his Rolling Prairie, Ind., 
property. Part of his annual 
shtick has always been to 
hand out actual roasted 
chestnuts during his rendi-

tion of the popular Christ-
mas tune.

“Last winter was really 
hard on the trees,” Swan 
says. “One tree didn’t pro-
duce anything. The other 
produced 700 and I gave 

See SCHOONER, page D5

What: Twin City Players present 
“The Christmas Schooner”

When: 8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, 2 p.m. Sunday

Where: Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage The-
atre, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor

How much: $15, $7 for children 
12 and younger

Contact: 429-0400 or 
twincityplayers.orgSee IMPROV, page D6

What: “The Ha! Ha! Holi-
days Show – A Comedy 
Extravaganza” featuring 
Crawlspace Eviction and 
TORP improv groups

When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Hanson Theatre, 
Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center, 2755 E. 
Napier Ave., Benton Harbor

How much: $15, $10 stu-
dents and seniors

Contact: 927-1221 or 
www.lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: www.
crawlspacetheatre.com; 
www.torpfunny.com

Photo provided

Martha Cares and Robert Swan perform during last year’s Harbor Country Opera Christmas show, which is now in its 10th year.

Musical showcase celebrates 10 years

What: Harbor Country 
Opera presents “Jolliest 
Christmas Ever”

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Acorn Theater, 
107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks

How much: $25

Contact: 756-3879, 231-
0027 or www.acorn
theater.com

Artist info: www.harbor
countryopera.org

See OPERA, page D5
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blend of short- and long-
form improv comedy. The 
company began as a come-
dy team that performed pe-
riodically and was affiliated 
with Whole Art Theatre in 
Kalamazoo. As a way to 
showcase not only their tal-
ent but that of other come-
dy teams, Sytsma has since 
started the Kalamazoo Im-
prov Festival.

“We’ve been around 
about 12 years now, and 
we’ve always had a focus on 
relationship-based improv,” 
Sytsma says. “Most of the 
games we’ve chosen have a 
real strong relationship ele-
ment to them. Kalamazoo 
is such a theater town, and 
to maintain a proximity to 
scripted theater we decided 
to set improv with charac-
ters you get to know a little 
more, instead of quick 
laughs and quick gags. But 
it’s still tons of fun.”

For Friday’s “The Ha! 
Ha! Holidays Show,” that 
means using families and 
other ties to create uncom-
fortable but hilarious im-
prov moments all centered 
around the holidays.

“Themed shows are al-
ways fun because the sug-
gestions you get from the 
audience are all based on 
that single theme,” Sytsma 
says. “We always try to push 
ourselves in the ways we get 
suggestions from the audi-
ence. In a show like this that 
means asking for a place 
you wouldn’t want to spend 
the holidays in, or the place 
you might bump into your 
creepy uncle. Or if  they set 
us in the North Pole, how 
do we set a scene that’s not 
obvious, to play with Christ-
mas in a way you haven’t 
seen people do before. We 
try to get more creative so 
that’s always fun.”

Opening Friday’s show is 
TORP Improvisational 
Comedy, the troupe found-
ed four years ago by Mike 
Nadolski, who not only 
owns The Oak Room at 
The Citadel for which The 
Oak Room Players take its 
name, but is the director of 
LMC’s Mendel Center 
Mainstage and Hanson 
Theater. “The Ha! Ha! Hol-
idays Show” kicks off the 
first-year Living Room Se-
ries in the Hanson, which 
will bring acts better suited 
for the college’s 250-seat 
venue.

“The idea is to provide a 
space for acts that are more 
fun to watch up close so you 
can have a little more of a 
party atmosphere,” Nadols-
ki says. “We’re kicking it off  
with improv, but we also 
will have music as part of 
this series. This is an idea to 
get acts in there that the next 

generation of season sub-
scribers to the mainstage 
will want to see.”

Along with Nadolski, 
TORP’s Andy Sawyer, Pa-
tricia Muellen, Joel Smei-
dendorf, Sarah Spoonholtz, 
Tony Balbo, Beth Sekellick 
and others will perform a 
series of improv games 
based on audience sugges-
tions.

“We have five or six games 
we’ll be doing,” Nadolski 
says. “It’s all going to be 
around the holidays and this 
time of year. We might do a 
peak in on Santa Claus and 
what he’s up to. We have this 

ability with imagination to 
look into a remote corner 
of Santa’s workshop. There 
might be a visit from Dr. 
Know-It-All – he’s so smart 
that he’s had to divide his 
brain into multiple bodies.”

Guest comedian Dirk 
Handlin also will do a short 
stand-up set before Crawl-
space Eviction takes the 
stage. When asked if the two 
improv troupes will perform 
any scenes together, Nadol-
ski adds, “It’s improv so you 
never know what’s going to 
happen,” he says. “We’re in-
terested in having as much 
fun as the audience.”

With a 4-year-old and a 
20-month-old at home, the 
definition of fun is more 
loosely defined now for the 
Sytsmas.

“My wife, Tara, is one of 
the best improvisers I’ve 
worked with over the years,” 
Dann Sytsma says. “So it’s 
always fun to be able to 
work together. Of course 
now it’s just great to have an 
excuse to get a babysitter.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

IMPROV
From page D1

Photos provided

Crawlspace Eviction, the Kalamazoo-based improv troupe of, from left, Tara Sytsma, Bannon 
Backhus, Brian Lam, Brian Duguay and Dann Sytsma, perform Friday as part of “The Ha! Ha! 
Holidays Show” at Lake Michigan College’s Hanson Theatre.

TORP Improvisational Comedy, featuring, from left, Beth Sekellick, Mike Nadolski, Andy Sawyer, 
Tony Balbo and Sarah Spoonholtz, perform Friday as part of the “The Ha! Ha! Holidays Show” at 
Lake Michigan College’s Hanson Theatre.

Sony cancels ‘The Interview’ Dec. 25 release
By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

NEW YORK — Under 
the threat of terrorist at-
tacks from hackers and with 
the nation’s largest multi-
plex chains pulling the film 
from its screens, Sony Pic-
tures Entertainment took 
the unprecedented step of 
canceling the Dec. 25 re-
lease of the “The Inter-
view.” 

The cancellation, an-
nounced Wednesday, was a 
startling blow to the Holly-
wood studio that has been 
shaken by hacker leaks and 
intimidations over the last 
several weeks by an anony-

mous group calling itself  
Guardians of Peace. 

A U.S. official said 
Wednesday that federal in-
vestigators have now con-
nected the Sony hacking to 
North Korea. The official 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the official 
was not authorized to open-
ly discuss an ongoing crimi-
nal case.

Sony said it was cancel-
ling “The Interview” release 
“in light of the decision by 
the majority of our exhibi-
tors not to show the film.” 
The studio said it respected 
and shared in the exhibi-
tors’ concerns. 

“We are deeply saddened 

at this brazen effort to sup-
press the distribution of a 
movie, and in the process 
do damage to our company, 
our employees, and the 
American public,” read the 
statement. “We stand by 
our filmmakers and their 
right to free expression and 
are extremely disappointed 
by this outcome.” 

Earlier Wednesday, Regal 
Cinemas, AMC Entertain-
ment and Cinemark The-
atres – the three top theater 
chains in North America – 
announced that they were 
postponing any showings 
of “The Interview,” a com-
edy about a TV host (James 
Franco) and producer (Seth 

Rogen) tasked by the CIA 
to assassinate North Korea 
leader Kim Jung-un (played 
by Randall Park). 

Regal said in a statement 
that it was delaying “The 
Interview” “due to waver-
ing support of the film ‘The 
Interview’ by Sony Pictures, 
as well as the ambiguous 
nature of any real or per-
ceived security threats.” 
AMC noted “the overall 
confusion and uncertainty” 
surrounding the film. 

Sony had offered theaters 
the option of bowing out, 
and when so many of them 
did (other chains included 
ArcLight Cinemas, Cine-
plex Entertainment and 

Carmike Cinemas), it left 
Sony little choice for the re-
lease of “The Interview.” 

On Tuesday, the hacking 
group threatened violence 
at theaters showing “The 
Interview.” The Department 
of Homeland Security said 
Tuesday there was “no cred-
ible intelligence to indicate 
an active plot against movie 
theaters,” but noted it was 
still analyzing messages 
from the group. The warn-
ing did prompt law enforce-
ment in New York and Los 
Angeles to address measures 
to ramp up security.

“This attack went to the 
heart and core of Sony’s 
business – and succeeded,” 

said Avivah Litan, a cyber-
security analyst at research 
firm Gartner. “We haven’t 
seen any attack like this in 
the annals of U.S. breach 
history.”

Sony did not say what its 
plans for “The Interview” 
now are, or whether the 
film’s release could poten-
tially happen at a later date. 
Conjecture has centered on 
the possibility of an unprec-
edented on-demand release 
that would distribute the 
film without risk to theater 
operators. No wide-release 
studio film has ever been 
first released on VOD, out 
of protection of the theater 
business. 

By BRETT ZONGKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
“Saving Private Ryan” and 
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” 
are among 25 movies being 
inducted this year into the 
National Film Registry for 
long-term preservation, 
the Library of Congress 
announced Wednesday.

The library selected films 
for their cultural, historic 
or aesthetic qualities. This 
year’s selections span the 
years 1913 to 2004. They 
include such familiar and 
popular titles as “The Big 
Lebowski” and “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory,” while others were 
milestones in film history.

Stephen Spielberg’s “Sav-
ing Private Ryan” from 
1998 was chosen in part for 
its ultra-realism with scenes 
depicting “war as hell.” On 
a lighter note, the comedy 
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” 
from 1986 was chosen as 
the first film on the registry 
from the late director John 
Hughes. Curators noted 
Ferris Bueller emerged as 
one of the great teen heroes 
of film.

The oldest selection 
dates to 1913 and is be-
lieved to be the earliest sur-
viving feature film starring 
black actors. Vaudevillian 
Bert Williams gathered 
with black performers in 
New York City to make 
the film “Bert Williams 
Lime Kiln Club Field 
Day.” The film was discov-
ered 100 years later in the 
film vault at the Museum 
of Modern Art.

The Library of Congress 
runs a major film preserva-
tion effort at its audio-vi-
sual conservation center 
built inside a Cold War-era 
bunker in Culpeper, Vir-
ginia. With this year’s ad-
ditions, the National Film 
Registry now includes 650 
films – a small part of the 
library’s motion picture 
collection, which contains 
1.3 million items.

“By preserving these 
films, we protect a crucial 
element of American cre-
ativity, culture and histo-
ry,” Librarian of Congress 
James Billington said in 
announcing the new selec-
tions.

Some of the most en-
dangered films are silent 

films. A report from the li-
brary last year found 70 
percent of the nation’s si-
lent feature films have been 
lost and only 14 percent 
still exist in their original 
35 mm format.

The silent films selected 
for preservation this year 
include “The Dragon 
Painter” from 1919, star-
ring Hollywood’s first 
Asian star, Sessue Hayaka-
wa, and the 1916 silent film 
“Shoes,” which examined 
poverty and prostitution, 
curators said.

Other films were chosen 
for their cultural signifi-
cance. A 1976 independent 
film entitled “Please Don’t 
Bury Me Alive!” that was 
chosen for the registry is 
considered by historians to 
be the first Chicano feature 
film. 

‘Saving Private 
Ryan’ among films 
being preserved

25 movies chosen 
for the National 

Film Registry
■ “13 Lakes” (2004)
■ “Bert Williams Lime Kiln 
Club Field Day” (1913)
■ “The Big Lebowski” 
(1998)
■ “Down Argentine Way” 
(1940)
■ “The Dragon Painter” 
(1919)
■ “Felicia” (1965)
■ “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off” (1986)
■ “The Gang’s All Here” 
(1943)
■ “House of Wax” (1953)
■ “Into the Arms of 
Strangers: Stories of the 
Kindertransport” (2000)
■ “Little Big Man” (1970)
■ “Luxo Jr.” (1986)
■ “Moon Breath Beat” 
(1980)
■ “Please Don’t Bury Me 
Alive!” (1976)
■ “The Power and the 
Glory” (1933)
■ “Rio Bravo” (1959)
■ “Rosemary’s Baby” 
(1968)
■ “Ruggles of Red Gap” 
(1935)
■ “Saving Private Ryan” 
(1998)
■ “Shoes” (1916)
■ “State Fair” (1933)
■ “Unmasked” (1917)
■ “V-E Day + 1” (1945)
■ “The Way of Peace” 
(1947)
■ “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory” (1971)
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BENTON HARBOR — 
Dann Sytsma’s Crawlspace 
Eviction comedy troupe has 
built its reputation on rela-
tionship-based improv.

So, it’s not surprising 
when he and his wife, Tara 
Sytsma, share the stage to-
gether that a bit of real life 
sneaks into their act.

“There’s so much humor 
in relationships,” Dann 
Sytsma says by telephone 
from Kalamazoo. “Some-
times we need to laugh 
about things we may have 
thought were really serious 
at the time. We have a 
4-year-old boy and a 
20-month-old girl. Our 
4-year-old son is always 
coming up with crazy 
(stuff). Just the way that he 
talks and behaves is so fun-
ny and kind of quirky and 
weird, which we fully ex-
pect. So sometimes on stage 
we will say things the way 
he says them, which are 
jokes only she and I would 
know, but it makes each 
other laugh.”

When the Sytsmas and 
fellow Crawlspace Eviction 
members Bannon Backhus, 
Brian Lam and Brian Dug-
uay perform Friday along 
with the Benton Harbor-
based TORP Improvisa-
tional Comedy troupe dur-
ing “The Ha! Ha! Holidays 
Show” at Lake Michigan 
College’s Hanson Theatre, 
they’ll be doing a lot more 
than making each other 
laugh.

Since 2003, Crawlspace 
Eviction has been deliver-
ing not only laughs, but 
chortles and guffaws for a 

Improv troupes take 
the stage at LMC’s 
Hanson Theatre

Sharing the Christmas spirit
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Bill 
Klein stares at the box that holds 
his yet-to-be-assembled artifi cial 
Christmas tree as the panic sets 
in.

“My house is a mess right 
now,” Klein says, laughing. “I 
have no tree up, no Christmas 
decorations up, and my grand-
kids are going to be here in three 
days.”

Klein, who happens to be 
president of the Twin City 
Players, isn’t prone to holiday 
procrastination. It’s just his 
thoughts, and much of his time, 
has been devoted to providing 
holiday spirit of a different sort. 
Opening Friday, the St. Joseph-
based community theater group, 
which formed in 1932, will 

present a groundbreaking 
production of “The Christmas 
Schooner” at the Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center Main-
stage Theatre. The three-date run 

marks the fi rst time in the 
company’s storied history that it 
has staged a show in the 1,500-
seat space.

“As an organization it’s an 
amazing step for us,” says Klein, 
who also plays the role of Oskar 
in the show. “We’ve been in our 
little playhouse on Glenlord 
Road since 1985, and our main 
season has always been there. 
This opportunity could open us 
up to a different audience. The 
people who go to the Mendel 
might not have ever heard of 
Twin City Players. If we can 
create an audience of people 
who enjoy live theater, it benefi ts 
us, and it benefi ts the college.”

“It’s a game changer,” adds 
Paul Mow, who is directing the 
production. “When I 
grew up in Co-
loma, the 

Mendel Center was there, but it 
was always the place people from 
out of town could use, did use, 
and could afford to use. Up until 
about 18 months ago, we 
couldn’t afford to turn the lights 
on there. But Mike Nadolski and 
the people at the Mendel Center 
have bent over backwards to 
reach out to community organi-
zations to say they want this to 
be the region’s theater. By 
cutting fees for us, they’ve even 
allowed us to keep ticket prices 
the same. I just can’t say enough 
about it.”

With such a big opportunity 
for TCP, the company is mount-
ing an equally monumental show. 

Based on the historic Great 
Lakes voyages of Christmas tree 

 Jody Warner / HP correspondent

Captain Peter Stossel (portrayed by Karol Garrison), center, and the crew of the Rouse Simmons, a turn-of-the-century Great Lakes schooner that delivers 
Christmas trees to Chicago, sing during the Twin City Players’ production of “The Christmas Schooner.”

TCP takes the Mendel Center Mainstage for the first time with production of ‘The Christmas Schooner’

Harbor Country Opera ready for ‘Jolliest Christmas Ever’
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

THREE OAKS — There 
was a moment when Har-
bor Country Opera impre-
sario Robert Swan didn’t 
think he’d be able to belt 
out “The Christmas Song 
(Chestnuts Roasting On An 
Open Fire)” during Satur-
day’s “Jolliest Christmas 
Ever” concert at The Acorn 
Theater.

The bout of stomach 
cancer in 2009 didn’t keep 
him away, nor did the 2012 
car crash that left him with 
a bruised spine. But head-
ing into this 10th anniver-
sary season of the popular 
Christmas show, Swan 
found a stunning lack of 
chestnuts on the two trees 
on his Rolling Prairie, Ind., 
property. Part of his annual 
shtick has always been to 
hand out actual roasted 
chestnuts during his rendi-

tion of the popular Christ-
mas tune.

“Last winter was really 
hard on the trees,” Swan 
says. “One tree didn’t pro-
duce anything. The other 
produced 700 and I gave 

See SCHOONER, page D5

What: Twin City Players present 
“The Christmas Schooner”

When: 8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, 2 p.m. Sunday

Where: Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage The-
atre, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor

How much: $15, $7 for children 
12 and younger

Contact: 429-0400 or 
twincityplayers.orgSee IMPROV, page D6
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www.torpfunny.com
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Martha Cares and Robert Swan perform during last year’s Harbor Country Opera Christmas show, which is now in its 10th year.

Musical showcase celebrates 10 years

What: Harbor Country 
Opera presents “Jolliest 
Christmas Ever”

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Acorn Theater, 
107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks

How much: $25

Contact: 756-3879, 231-
0027 or www.acorn
theater.com

Artist info: www.harbor
countryopera.org

See OPERA, page D5


