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LMC men can’t hold 
halftime lead

The Lake Michigan Col-
lege men’s basketball team 
held a 3-point lead at half-
time over NJCAA Divi-
sion 2 No. 9 Joliet, but 
couldn’t hang on, falling 
70-58.

“We played very well in 
the fi rst half, but then in 
the second half they came 
out very aggressive and we 
never matched that,” LMC 
coach Doug Schaffer said. 
“When you’re playing a 
team as good as they are, 
you’ve got to put two 
halves together.”

Alec Brown had a team-
high 14 points for LMC 
(8-4). Montel Green scored 
13, and Arsenio Arrington 
had 11 points and 14 re-
bounds.

Daymeann Stewart 
paced Joliet (10-2) with a 
game-high 18 points.

Motocross star 
Stewart suspended

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Multiple motocross cham-
pion James Stewart has 
been suspended 16 months 
for a failed drug test.

Stewart tested positive 
for amphetamine at a Su-
percross race in Seattle on 
April 12 and was provi-
sionally suspended by the 
Federation of Internation-
al Motorcycling in June. 
FIM’s International Disci-
plinary Court upheld the 
decision, announcing on 
Wednesday that Stewart 
will be suspended until 
Aug. 11, 2015.

Stewart, whose team has 
said the positive test came 
from his prescribed Adder-
all, is appealing the deci-
sion.

The suspension will 
cause Stewart to miss the 
2015 Supercross season 
and all but two races of the 
AMA Motocross outdoor 
season. 

Painkillers lawsuit 
against NFL dismissed

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
federal judge dismissed a 
lawsuit by 1,300 former 
players against the NFL, 
writing that the collective 
bargaining agreement be-
tween the league and the 
union was the appropriate 
forum to resolve claims 
that teams damaged the 

players’ by routinely dis-
pensing painkillers.

“In ruling against the 
novel claims asserted here-
in, this order does not mini-
mize the underlying societal 
issue,” Judge William Al-
sup of the U.S. Northern 
District in California wrote 
Wednesday. “In such a 
rough-and-tumble sport as 
professional football, play-
er injuries loom as a serious 
and inevitable evil. Proper 
care of these injuries is like-
wise a paramount need.”

Judge rejects NCAA 
concussions deal

CHICAGO (AP) — A 
federal judge in Chicago 
rejected a proposed $75 
million class-action head 
injury settlement with the 
NCAA on Wednesday, 
portraying the deal as too 
unwieldy and potentially 
underfunded and urging 
both sides to go back to 
the drawing board. 

Under the proposal, 
NCAA would toughen re-
turn-to-play rules for play-
ers with concussions and 
create a $70 million fund 
to test current and former 
athletes in contact and 
non-contact sports for 
brain trauma. It also would 
set aside $5 million for re-
search. 

N. Michigan suspends 
coach for remark

MARQUETTE, Mich. 
(AP) — Northern Michi-
gan has given its women’s 
basketball coach a four-
game suspension for saying 
that Wayne State “cheated” 
when it signed transfer stu-
dent Shareta Brown, ath-
letic director Forrest Karr 
announced Wednesday.

Northern coach Troy 
Mattson spoke after Brown 
made 27 points and 19 re-
bounds for the Warriors in 
their 69-57 win Monday 
over his Wildcats.

Asked why Brown wasn’t 
picked as the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference’s preseason 
player of the year, Mattson 
said it was because of how 
she ended up at Wayne 
State after leaving Detroit 
Mercy in spring 2013.

“Every coach in our 
league knows that they 
cheated to get her there, and 
we will not vote for her,” 
Mattson said Monday.

IN BRIEF

Television today

7:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Washington Capitals at 
Columbus Blue Jackets.  (Live)

Women’s College 
Volleyball NCAA Tournament, 
First Semifinal. (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Wrestling Northwestern at 
Minnesota. (Live)

College Basketball 
Connecticut vs. Duke. From Izod 
Center in East Rutherford, N.J. 
(Live)

NBA Basketball New 
York Knicks at Chicago Bulls. 
(Live) 

9:30 p.m. Women’s 
College Volleyball NCAA 
Tournament, Second Semifinal. 
(Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA Basket-
ball Oklahoma City Thunder at 
Golden State Warriors. (Live) 

Friday

6:30 p.m. High 
School Basketball Simeon 
(Ill.) vs. St. Rita (Ill.). (Live)

7:00 p.m. College Bas-
ketball St. Mary’s at St. John’s. 
(Live) 

7:30 p.m. NHL 
Hockey New York Islanders at 
Detroit Red Wings. (Live)

8:00 p.m. NBA Basketball 
Chicago Bulls at Memphis Griz-
zlies. (Live)

College Basketball 
Seattle at Minnesota. (Live)

College Basketball 
UT-Chattanooga at Middle Ten-
nessee State. (Live)

NBA Basketball Port-
land Trail Blazers at San Antonio 
Spurs. (Live)

College Football 
NCAA FCS, First Semifinal. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Alabama A&M at 
Marquette. (Live) 

Boxing Adonis 
Stevenson vs. Dmitry Sukhotsky. 
From Quebec City. (Live)  

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Oklahoma City Thunder 
at Los Angeles Lakers. (Live)

11:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Arizona at Texas-El 
Paso. (Live)

Radio today
8 p.m.
NBA — Knicks at Bulls (WMVP-
AM, 100)

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Titans at Jaguars (WSCR-
AM, 670)

Friday
7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basket-
ball — Buchanan at St. Joseph 
(WSJM-AM, 1400)

Boys high school basket-
ball — South Haven at Coloma 
(WCSY-FM, 103.7)

8 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Grizzlies (WMVP-
AM, 100)
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CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
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(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com
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Detroit guard D.J. Augustin (14) drives on Dallas center Tyson Chandler (6) during the first half 
of Wednesday’s game. 

Pistons lose again

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. 
(AP) — Chandler Parsons 
scored a season-high 32 
points and Monta Ellis 
added 25 as the Dallas Mav-
ericks beat the Detroit Pis-
tons 117-106 Wednesday 
night.

Parsons fell two points 
short of a career high as he 

helped the 
Mavericks 
win a sec-
ond road 
game in two 
nights. Dirk 
N o w i t z k i 

contributed 18 points and 
10 rebounds, including sev-
en points to help stem a late 
Detroit rally.

Andre Drummond had 
19 points and 24 rebounds, 

but couldn’t help the Pis-
tons end an 11-game losing 
streak at home. Detroit’s 
last win at the Palace came 
on Nov. 7 against Milwau-
kee.

Drummond dominated 
the fi rst half with 11 points 
and 13 rebounds, although 
he missed fi ve of his six free-
throw attempts. His team-
mates only shot 40.5 percent 
from the fl oor, but that was 
enough to keep Detroit 
within 53-51 at the half. 

The Mavericks scored 32 
points in the fi rst quarter, 
but couldn’t keep it going in 
the second quarter, hitting 
only fi ve shots. Ellis had 14 
in the half, but Dallas only 
led because it was able to 
keep everyone other than 
Drummond off the boards.

Dallas was fi nally able to 
create some room late in the 
third quarter, as Parsons 
keyed a 12-2 run that made 
it 83-70. With Josh Smith 

and Kyle Singler both on 
the bench with foul trouble, 
Parsons was able to take ad-
vantage with 15 points in 
the quarter.

The Mavericks were still 
up by 10 at period’s end, 
and boosted the lead to 17 
early in the fourth. The Pis-
tons got as close as 105-100 
with 2:35 to play, but Par-
sons and Nowitzki answered 
with back-to-back 3-point-
ers to put away the game.

TIP-INS
Pistons: Fans in the sparse 

crowd at the Palace got an 
unwelcome reminder of 
how the franchise got to this 
spot, as Mavericks reserve 
Charlie Villanueva spent 
much of the halftime break 
chatting with Smith and 
Brandon Jennings. Along 
with Ben Gordon, they 
make up the four free-agent 
signings that doomed Joe 
Dumars’ tenure as team 
president.

Kurt 
Busch 
testifies  
at hearing
By RANDALL CHASE
Associated Press

DOVER, Del. — NA-
SCAR driver Kurt Busch 
had his turn on the witness 
stand Wednesday and tes-
tifi ed that he repeatedly 
told his ex-girlfriend to 
leave his motorhome the 
night she claims he as-
saulted her. 

Testifying at a hearing 
on Patricia Driscoll’s re-
quest for a no-contact or-
der, Busch said she came 
uninvited and unan-
nounced to his motor-
home at Dover Interna-
tional Speedway in 
September, a week after he 
broke off their relation-
ship. He said she demand-
ed that he tell her son to 
his face that their relation-
ship was over.

Driscoll, 37, testifi ed a 
day earlier that Busch 
choked her and smashed 
her head into the bedroom 
wall three times and that 
she still fears for her safe-
ty.

“I don’t know what he’s 
capable of doing,” she 
said.

Busch, 36, said that 
while the two were in his 
bedroom, he again asked 
her to leave, for what he 
said was the fi fth time. 

“I took my hands and 
cupped her cheeks and I 
looked at her eye to eye 
and I said ‘you need to 
leave.’ I was defusing the 
situation,” he said.

Busch’s attorneys have 
denied the assault allega-
tions, which are the subject 
of a separate criminal in-
vestigation by Dover po-
lice. 

Busch was called to the 
stand by Driscoll’s attor-
ney, Carolyn McNeice. 
She did not ask him wheth-
er he smashed Driscoll’s 
head against the wall.

“She just did not want 
to hear that denial,” Busch 
attorney Rusty Hardin 
said after the hearing. 
Hardin will cross-examine 
Busch when the hearing 
resumes Jan. 12.

“He will explain in de-
tail his side of it,” Hardin 
said.

Busch did offer some 
details, including that he 
was naked the entire time 
that Driscoll and her son 
were in the motorhome.

The man known in 
NASCAR circles for a 
bad-boy image that has 
earned him the nickname 
“The Outlaw” also testi-
fi ed that he had been cry-
ing earlier that night while 
watching “Seven Years in 
Tibet,” a 1997 movie star-
ring Brad Pitt.

“It was a moving experi-
ence... It was a spiritual 
movie,” Busch explained, 
adding that the movie led 
him to refl ect on his own 
life. “There were some 
tearjerker moments.”

Pelini rips Nebraska AD on tape
By ERIC OLSON
AP College Football Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — On the 
day he was introduced as 
Youngstown State’s new 
head coach, the ugly nature 
of Bo Pelini’s departure 
from Nebraska was re-
vealed.

Pelini, who was fi red on 
Nov. 30, lambasted Nebras-
ka athletic director Shawn 
Eichorst in a profanity-fi lled 
talk during his fi nal meeting 
with his players. The Omaha 
World-Herald on Wednes-
day reported that it had a 
writer listen to an audiotape 
of Pelini’s address to the 
players on Dec. 2 at a Lin-
coln high school. 

The university said in a 
statement that if the audio-
tape is authentic, “it only 
reaffi rms the decision that 
he should no longer be a 
leader of young men at Ne-
braska.”

“His habitual use of inap-
propriate language, and his 

personal and 
professional 
attacks on 
administra-
tors, are anti-
thetical to the 
values of our 
university,” 
the statement 
said.  “His 
behavior is 

consistent with a pattern of 
unprofessional, disrespect-
ful behavior directed by Mr. 
Pelini toward the passionate 
fans of Nebraska, employ-
ees of the university and, 
most concerning, our stu-
dent-athletes.  This behavior 
is not tolerated at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska and, 
among many other con-
cerns, played a role in his 
dismissal.”

The newspaper didn’t say 
who audiotaped Pelini’s 
talk.

The Associated Press left 
messages for Pelini and 
Youngstown athletic direc-
tor Ron Strollo.

Pelini was fi red after go-
ing 9-3 this season and 66-
27 over seven years. He also 
won a bowl game as interim 
head coach in 2003. Eichorst 
hired Mike Riley away from 
Oregon State to replace Pe-
lini.

Pelini, 47, was under con-
tract until February 2019, 
and the university must pay 
him a settlement of as much 
as $7.9 million. That amount 
will be reduced by an 
amount dependent on his 
salary at Youngstown State.

According to a transcript 
of the audio, Pelini told the 
players he wasn’t surprised 
to be fi red. 

“I didn’t really have any 
relationship with the AD. 
The guy...,” Pelini said be-
fore using two vulgarities 
for female genitalia to de-
scribe Eichorst.

“And since I’ve been here 
— he’s been here for about 
two years — I’ve probably 
had a conversation with the 
guy a couple times. You saw 

him. He’s never been in the 
locker room.

“At the end of the day, he 
was never going to support 
us... The scrutiny, the taking 
shots at you, and everything 
else —  when you aren’t get-
ting support from your boss, 
it can be stressful,” Pelini 
said. “It was stressful on me, 
it was stressful on my fami-
ly.”

The university, in response 
to Pelini’s contention that 
he wasn’t supported, said, 
“Any assertions that the 
campus or athletics admin-
istration was not supportive 
of our student-athletes and 
our football program are 
fl at-out false and are con-
tradicted by the facts.

“We are grateful that the 
new leadership in our foot-
ball program is aligned with 
our values and will establish 
that you can be successful at 
Nebraska and that you can 
do it with integrity and 
class,” the university said in 
its statement.

Wisconsin hires Chryst as coach
By GENARO C. ARMAS
AP Sports Writer

MADISON, Wis. — Paul 
Chryst is back at Wiscon-
sin, settling into familiar 
surroundings in his home-
town.

This time, with a bigger 
offi ce.

Chryst was hired Wednes-
day to coach the Badgers, 
completing a whirlwind 
week for the Madison na-
tive and his alma mater fol-
lowing the surprising depar-
ture of Gary Andersen for 
Oregon State.

“I asked my mom ... ‘Are 
you sure you want us back?”’ 
Chryst said jokingly after 
an introductory news con-
ference that felt more like a 
homecoming ceremony. 

Chryst, a former Wiscon-
sin offensive coordinator, 
leaves Pittsburgh after go-
ing 19-19 in three seasons.

He had plenty of support 

in the crowd 
for his arrival 
at Wisconsin. 
Folksy and 
d o w n - t o -
earth, Chryst 
seems as if he 
is the perfect 
fi t for the 
workmanlike 
program. No 

wonder athletic director 
Barry Alvarez called Chryst 
fi rst when the job became 
open for the second time in 
three seasons. 

“It’s really special,” 
Chryst said when asked if  
this was his dream job. “I 
grew up in Madison. As 
early as I can remember, 
Badger football as a part of 
(my) life.” 

The 49-year-old Chryst 
had two prior stints as an 
assistant for the Badgers. 
Most notably, he was part 
of the Wisconsin staff from 
2005-11, helping the Bad-

gers to fi ve double-digit vic-
tory seasons and two Rose 
Bowls.

He was coordinator in 
2011 when the high-scoring 
Badgers featured quarter-
back Russell Wilson and 
running back Montee Ball.

Chryst started at Pitts-
burgh in 2012. When Bret 
Bielema left Wisconsin for 
Arkansas after the 2012 Big 
Ten championship game, 
Alvarez said then that he 
would not pursue Chryst 
for the opening after help-
ing him get his fi rst head-
coaching job at Pitt.

Andersen ended up in 
Madison, and left almost 
exactly two years later to 
take over the Beavers. He 
departed Wisconsin on Dec. 
10, the same day that star 
running back and Heisman 
Trophy fi nalist Melvin Gor-
don announced he was skip-
ping his senior season to 
enter the NFL draft.

CHRYST

PELINI

Dallas

117
Detroit

106

Detroit can’t 
contain Parsons, 
falls to Dallas


