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Joined at the harp
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

THREE OAKS — Howard 
Levy is known for his harmonica. 
He’s known for his piano playing 
as well. But what he isn’t known 
for is his singing voice. And he says 
there’s a reason for that.

“The fi rst time I sang it was a 
free outdoor concert, and I only 
agreed to do it because no one 
could ask for their money back,” 
Levy says by telephone from his 
home in Evanston, Ill.

The person who convinced him 
to sing at that show was fellow 
harmonica virtuoso Corky Siegel, 
who has coaxed Levy into at least 
one more vocal performance 
when the two join forces Friday 
for a special concert at The Acorn 
Theater.

“Howard’s going to sing at least 
one tune,” Siegel says, laughing. 

“I can guarantee I will sing one 
song,” Levy adds, “and there’s a 
99 percent chance I won’t sing a 
second song.”

Friday’s concert marks the sec-
ond time the two harmonica gi-
ants have teamed up for a con-
cert at The Acorn. They fi rst 
performed a duo show on July 5, 
2013, at the venue, and added 
several duo dates since then.

“We had such a great time that 
we played for two and a half  
hours,” Siegel says. “We had pho-
tographs of  that show and we 
couldn’t fi nd a single photograph 
where we weren’t laughing. That’s 
how much fun we were having.” 

Siegel and Levy return to The 
Acorn armed with illustrious ca-
reers anchored by a constantly 
expanding musical palette.

Siegel’s career began in 1964 
with The Siegel-Schwall Band. 
After 10 years and as many al-
bums, he released a couple of 
blues-based singer-songwriter al-
bums. In the early ’80s, he 
switched to composing classical 
music for the blues harmonica 
and piano, winning new fans 
with his Chamber Blues ensem-
ble.

“Corky likes to joke around, 
but don’t let that disguise what 
serious a musician he is,” Levy 
says. “He’s got one of  the great-
est tones on the harmonica ever. 
When he came up, he was in the 

right place at the right time and 
was just fearless. He ended up 
being one of  the fi rst white blues 
musicians in the Chicago blues 
scene. He played with all the im-
mortals and got baptized in the 

blues and he carries that with 
him. He carries that spirit 
through everything that he 
does.”
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BENTON HARBOR — 
Kathy Mattea checks her shoe 
count as she fi nishes packing for 
a holiday-themed tour.

“You have to make sure you 
have enough shoes and makeup,” 
she says by telephone from her 
home in Nashville, Tenn., “and 
those are the things I usually 
forget.”

In a career that’s produced 16 
studio albums, 16 Top 10 
Billboard Hot Country hits, and 
two Grammy Awards, Mattea, 
55, has become accustomed to 
long stretches on the road, but 
it’s her most recent musical turn 
that has brought her closer to 
home. 

Mattea fi rst made her name in 
mainstream country in the late 

1980s and early ’90s with a 
string of hits, including “Eigh-
teen Wheels and a Dozen Roses” 
and “Where’ve You Been.” In 
2008, the singer pulled a 
180-degree turn with the release 
of “Coal,” a haunting collection 
of acoustic songs that harkens 
back to her Appalachian roots 
and earned Mattea a Grammy 
nomination in the traditional 
folk category. Her most recent 
album, the rich acoustic collec-
tion “Calling Me Home,” 
continues her personal explora-
tion of mountain country music 
traditions. 

“I grew up with this music all 
around me, but there was 
nobody to get me into it,” says 
Mattea, who performs Sunday 
afternoon at the Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center Main-
stage Theatre as part of her 

“Songs and the Season” tour. “It 
was like going back and fi nding 
this treasure trove that was 
underneath my feet the whole 
time I was growing up. I didn’t 
want to stop. I kept plowing 
around and digging up songs.”

On both “Coal” and “Calling 
Me Home,” Mattea covers songs 
by Appalachian music legends 
Hazel Dickens and Jean Ritchie. 
On “Coal,” Mattea covers 
“Black Lung,” a stark lament 
Dickens wrote about the coal 
miner’s lung disease that killed 
her brother. Several songs on 
“Calling Me Home” return 
Mattea to the complicated 
subject of coal as both an 
environmental issue and a 
livelihood for miners, best 
emphasized on “West Virginia 
Mine Disaster,” a tragic story-
song written by Ritchie.

“The thing I really wanted to 
celebrate in this album is that 
sense of attachment to place, to 
a piece of land,” Mattea says. 
“The mountains where my mom 
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Corky Siegel, left, and Howard Levy will blend their distinctive harmonica and piano sounds when they perform 
together Friday at The Acorn Theater in Three Oaks.

Kicking 
off the 
holiday 
season

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
When the Southwest Michi-
gan Symphony Orchestra 
presents “A Very Merry 
Pops” Saturday at the Lake 
Michigan College Mendel 
Center Mainstage Theatre, 
longtime music director and 
conductor Robin Fountain 
won’t be at the podium.

Instead, the symphony is 
welcoming guest conductor 
Harvey Felder, to lead the 
orchestra along with guest 
artist, soprano Denise Rit-

ter, through a 
program of 
holiday clas-
sics and more 
obscure sa-
cred pieces.

“The whole 
dynamic of 
guest con-
ducting is 
t h r i l l i n g ,” 
says Felder, 
who was the 
music direc-
tor for the 
Tacoma Sym-
phony Or-
chestra for 20 
years and 
c u r r e n t l y 
serves as di-
rector of or-
chestral stud-

ies at the University of 
Connecticut. “It’s some-
thing most of us conduc-
tors enjoy and look forward 
to. I know I’m looking for-
ward to coming and work-
ing with the Southwest 
Michigan Symphony.”

Felder, who selected the 
program with Fountain’s 
approval, chose a number 
of holiday classics, includ-
ing Leroy Anderson’s 
“Sleigh Ride” and “Christ-
mas Festival,” Irving Ber-
lin’s “White Christmas” and 
Sammy Cahn’s “Let it 
Snow.” But there are also a 
few surprises, including Rit-
ter’s rendition of  Cesar 
Franck’s “Panis Anjelicus,” 
“Christmas Angels & Bells” 
by contemporary Washing-
ton, D.C.-based composer 
Amy Mills, and a reading of 

Hit songs and 
holiday favorites

Photo provided

Kathy Mattea, known for a string of 
successful country songs, performs 
both her hits and some holiday clas-
sics Sunday afternoon at the Lake 
Michigan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre.

Kathy Mattea, who performs Sunday at the Mendel Center, likes making connections with her audiences

See MATTEA, page D5

See SMSO, page D6

RITTER

FELDER

Harmonica virtuosos Corky Siegel, Howard Levy 
team up for a performance Friday at The Acorn

See HARMONICA, page D6

SMSO program 
features a mix of 
standards and 
a few surprises

Who: Kathy Mattea

When: 4 p.m. Sunday

Where: Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage The-
atre, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor

How much: $32-$48

Contact: 927-1221 or www.
lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: www.mattea.com
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and dad grew up, they 
knew them like the back of 
their hand. They were like 
family. I don’t think we live 
like that anymore. I wanted 
to find songs that really 
spoke to that as a celebra-
tion of this very subtle 
flavor of Appalachian 
culture.”

The idea for “Coal” 
started from a darker place. 
In 2006, the Sago Mine in 
Sago, W.Va., collapsed, 
trapping 13 miners for 
nearly two days. Only one 
of the 13 miners survived.

“Both my grandfathers 
were coal miners, but my 
dad got out of the mines so 
I didn’t understand why I 
felt so much grief and 
anguish about it,” Mattea 
says. “When they had the 
public funeral for all these 
miners, the Larry King 
show asked if  we’d be 
willing to perform a song 
to end their coverage. So a 
bunch of musicians got 
together. We spent long 
hours talking about music 
and this disaster, and some-
one said to me during that 
time that this was the best 
use of music. I thought 
maybe that’s what I’ll do 
with all of this grief that I 
don’t understand. I’ll just 
make an album about coal 
mining and channel it all 

into the music. And that’s 
how it happened.”

Mattea grew up in the 
middle of coal country in 
Cross Lanes, W.Va. She 
was an academic whiz kid, 
who started reading in her 
high chair and tested into 
second grade a month into 
kindergarten.

“I was this prodigy,” she 
says, laughing. “When they 
were testing me, they told 
my mom not to let me get 
bored. Today they’d 
probably just give me 
Ritalin, but back then they 
really engaged with me. My 
mom kept me really 
occupied and kept all of 
this energy really chan-
neled. Of all the activities 
that really fed me, the one I 
never got tired of was 
music.” 

Mattea says she discov-
ered her love of singing at 
Girl Scout camp. That led 
her to the guitar and piano.

“When I was a kid, I was 
kind of awkward socially 
and I didn’t always know 
how to be comfortable in a 
group with other kids,” she 
says. “In grade school I 
discovered that if  you were 
the girl with the guitar, 
people would gather 
around and sing and you 
didn’t have to have any 
social skills. It just became 
my way of finding my tribe 
and finding a way to 
connect to people and 
connect with myself.”

While attending West 
Virginia University, Mattea 
joined the bluegrass band 
Pennsboro. When that 
band broke up at the end 
of her sophomore year, 
Mattea made a decision 
that changed her life.

“There was this moment 
in college,” she says. “The 
band I was playing in was 
going to break up because 
a couple of the guys were 
graduating and moving. I 
just broke up with my 
boyfriend, and then I got 
fired from my summer job 
selling cheese at the mall. 
One of my friends was 
going to move to Nashville 
and he said I was welcome 
to come, too, if  I wanted, 
and I decided to take a 
chance. I wanted to find 
out if music was a possibil-
ity. I thought if I didn’t find 

a way to say yes to this, I 
would wonder for the rest 
of my life what would have 
happened. I didn’t know if  
I could live with that. So I 
went.”

Mattea singed her first 
record deal in 1983, but it 
was her third album, “Walk 
the Way the Wind Blows,” 
that was her critical and 
commercial breakthrough. 
Her cover of Nanci 
Griffith’s “Love at the Five 
and Dime” reached No. 3 
on the Billboard chart, 
while three other songs of 
the album – “Walk the Way 
the Wind Blows,” “You’re 
the Power” and “Train of 
Memories” – also reached 
the Top 10. Other hits 
followed, including No. 1’s 
“Goin’ Gone,” “Come 
From the Heart,” “Burnin’ 
Old Memories,” “She Came 

From Fort Worth,” 
“Lonesome Standard 
Time,” “Walking Away a 
Winner,” “Nobody’s 
Gonna Rain on Our 
Parade,” “Maybe She’s 
Human” and “455 Rocket.” 
Her truck-driving song 
“Eighteen Wheels and a 
Dozen Roses,” which hit 
No. 1 in late May 1988, 
became the first single by a 
solo female to spend 
multiple weeks at No. 1 on 
the Billboard country 
singles chart since Dolly 
Parton’s “You’re the Only 
One” in August 1979. 
Mattea won Grammy 
Awards in 1991 for Best 
Country Vocal Perfor-
mance for “Where’ve You 
Been,” and in 1994 for Best 
Southern, Country or 
Bluegrass Gospel Album 
for the holiday record 
“Good News.”

Shortly after “Good 
News” won the Grammy, 
Mattea started performing 
her holiday tour.

“We started doing it 
every year, and did that for 
about 10 years,” she says. 
“Since ‘Good News’ had 
no traditional songs on it 
we started adding interest-
ing arrangements of 
traditional Christmas 
carols so people would 
hear songs they recognized 
and loved. That evolved 
into a second album (“Joy 
of Christmas Day”) 10 
years later.” 

Mattea says she will pull 
from both albums as well 
as her most popular hits 
during Sunday’s tour stop.

“We do two halves,” she 
says. “I always feel there 
are probably people in the 
audience that this might be 
the only chance to hear 
those tunes like ‘18 Wheels’ 
and ‘Where’ve You Been.’ 
So we do those in the first 
half, and then we come 
back in the second half  
and do all Christmas 
music.”

As Mattea confirms that, 
yes, she’s packed enough 
shoes, and the makeup bag 
is carefully stowed away, 
she returns to the idea of 
home, adding that the 
place she may in fact be 
most deeply rooted to is 
the concert stage.

“Music is the one thread 
that’s run all the way 
through my life,” she says. 
“I think the thing I love 
about it is that I can 
connect with you through a 
song in a way that I can’t 
touch you any other way in 
three minutes. I don’t have 
to spend six months getting 
to know you. We can begin 
to know each other and 
know our common 
experience through song. It 
tickles that part that we all 
have in common. And 
there’s something magical 
about that.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

IN BRIEF
NTAA holds Holly Hop 
Friday in Arts District

BENTON HARBOR — 
The New Territory Arts As-
sociation Holly Hop takes 
place 6-9 p.m. Friday 
throughout the Benton 
Harbor Arts District.

The Benton Harbor Pub-
lic Library, 213 E. Wall St., 
the newest stop on the hop 
circuit, features original art 
by Lazarus Bains with mu-
sic by Steve Brundage. A 
holiday market featuring 
artists Jackie Baker, Lynne 
Clayton, Jan Kimball, Kris-
tin Maniscalco and Tina 
Walter is at Terrazzo Gal-
lery, 78 W. Wall St.

Other venues are Wall 
Street Antiques, 76 W. Wall 
St.; Wall Street Studios, 77 
W. Wall St.; Murfee’s Bou-
tique, 82 W. Main St.; Phoe-
nix Rising, 124 Water St.; 
The OutCenter, 132 Water 
St.; Water Street Glass-
works, 140 Water St.; 210 
Art Space, 210 Water St.; 3 
Pillars Music, 198 Water 
St.; The Oak Room at The 
Citadel, 91 Hinkley St.; and 
ARS Art & Culture Center, 
147 Fifth St.

Most events are free.
For more information, 

call 208-6610 or email 
ntaa210@sbcglobal.net.

LMYO performs Friday, 
Sunday winter shows

ST. JOSEPH — The Lake 
Michigan Youth Orchestra 
presents a Winter Concert 
at 7 p.m. Friday at South 
Haven High School’s List-
iak Auditorium, 600 Elken-
burg St., and 4 p.m. Sunday 
at St. Joseph High School’s 
John and Dede Howard 
Auditorium, 2521 Stadium 
Drive.

Friday’s concert features 
the Youth Symphony, un-
der the direction of Burke 
Lokey, performing Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s finale from 
Symphony No. 5 in C mi-
nor, Op. 67; Bob Krogstad’s 
“Christmas at the Movies”; 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s 
waltz from “The Sleeping 
Beauty”; and Franz Schu-

bert’s Symphony No. 8 in B 
minor.  

Joining the Youth Sym-
phony Sunday are LMYO’s 
Concert Strings, directed by 
Beth Oeseburg, and Encore 
Strings, directed by Rachel 
Cabanilla-Sinnett. They 
perform George Frideric 
Handel’s “The Rejoicing” 
from his “Music for the 
Royal Fireworks”; Sammy 
Cahn’s “Let it Snow”; Ir-
ving Berlin’s “Happy Holi-
days / White Christmas”; 
and Johannes Brahms’s 
Hungarian Dance No. 5.

Tickets are  $5, and $3 for 
students and seniors for 
each concert.

For more information, 
call 982-4030 or visit www.
smso.org.

Andrews Academy has 
events Friday, Saturday

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Andrews Academy presents 
its 42nd annual Feast of 
Lights Program at 7 p.m. 
Friday at Andrews Univer-
sity’s Pioneer Memorial 
Church, 8655 University 
Blvd., and its Christmas 
Pops Concert at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Howard Per-
forming Arts Center, 4160 
E. Campus Circle Drive.

The Feast of Lights in-
cludes bells, choral singing, 
a Nativity scene, the retell-
ing of the Christmas story, 
and portions of Handel’s 
“Messiah,” including the 
Hallelujah chorus. The 
Christmas Pops Concert 
features combined musical 
groups performing a variety 
of well-known Christmas 
songs.

Both events are free.
For more information, 

call 471-3138, 888-467-6442 
or visit howard.andrews.
edu.

‘Mary Purnell’ author 
discusses, signs book

ST. JOSEPH — Juliean-
na Frost, author of the new 
book “The Worthy Virgins: 
Mary Purnell and her City 
of David,” will discuss and 
sign her work at 7 p.m. Sat-

urday at Forever Books, 312 
State St.

In this biography, Frost 
recounts the history of reli-
gious leader Mary Purnell, 
who along with her hus-
band, Benjamin, founded 
the House of David com-
mune in Benton Harbor. 
After his death, she created 
her own colony, the City of 
David. Some of the tenets 
of her faith included celi-
bacy, vegetarianism and 
pacifism.

Frost, an associate pro-
fessor of U.S. history at 
Siena Heights University, 
has long researched wom-
en’s history and religious 
studies. Her books include 
“Teaching the Pure Luther-
an Gospel: The Life of Rosa 
Young” and “Images of 
America: Adrian.” 

Admission is free, but res-
ervations are requested.

For more information, 
call 982-1110 or visit www.
foreverbooks.net.

Barn Swallow Theatre 
stages Christmas show

EDWARDSBURG —  A 
special presentation titled 
“Christmas at Barn Swal-
low” begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at The Barn Swal-
low Theatre, 2334 U.S. 12.

The event features the 
Edwardsburg High School 
Varsity Choir, several vocal 
presentations, instrumen-
tals, readings and an audi-
ence sing-along. Refresh-
ments will be available.

Admission is free, but do-
nations are accepted.

For more information, 
call 445-2511.

‘Permeated Surfaces’ 
exhibit opens at SCA

SAUGATUCK — An 
opening reception for “Per-
meated Surfaces,” an exhib-
it featuring original work 
from Chicago-based artists 
Sandra Perlow, Cydney M. 
Lewis and Allison Svoboda, 
takes place 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Friday at the Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts, 400 
Culver St.

The installation exhibi-
tion, which debuted at the 
Evanston Art Center in 
Chicago, explores the rela-
tionship between art, craft 
and nature using paint, pa-
per, ink and plastic transfig-
ured into various forms in 
both two- and three- dimen-
sional pieces. 

In addition to the exhibi-
tion, Svoboda and Lewis 
will lead a student work-
shop experimenting with 
paint, paper, ink and plastic 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Jan. 
19, 2015. Registration is $5.

The exhibit will be on 

view through Feb. 6, 2015. 
Admission is free.

For more information, 
call 857-2399 or visit www.
sc4a.org.

Frank Caliendo brings 
comedy to Four Winds

NEW BUFFALO — Co-
median Frank Caliendo will 
make a tour stop at 9 p.m. 
March 27, 2015, at Four 
Winds Casino Resort’s Sil-
ver Creek Event Center, 
11111 Wilson Road.

Caliendo is best known 
for his impersonations of 

Charles Barkley, John Mad-
den, Jim Rome, Morgan 
Freeman, William Shatner, 
and Presidents George W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton. 

For 10 years, he appeared 
on “FOX NFL Sunday” and 
can now be seen on various 
ESPN programs including 
“SportsCenter” and “Sun-
day NFL Countdown.” 

Tickets, which are now on 
sale, are $40-$95.

For more information, 
call 866-494-6371, 800-745-
3000 or visit www.fourwinds 
casino.com or www.ticket 
master.com.

MATTEA
From page D1

In grade school I discov-
ered that if you were the 

girl with the guitar, people 
would gather around and 

sing and you didn’t have to 
have any social skills.  

It just became my way of 
finding my tribe and finding 
a way to connect to people 

and connect with myself.

KATHY MATTEA
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