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ENTERTAINMENT
‘Nobodies’ laughing
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Most people would bristle 
at being called a “nobody.”

But for 23-year-old stand-
up comic Dwayne Murphy 
Jr., being tapped for the sec-
ond annual Nobodies of 
Comedy tour feels like the 
break he’s been working to-
ward.

“It’s funny, because I’ve 
been doing comedy for six 
years and I would consider 
this my fi rst real big oppor-
tunity even though it’s the 
Nobodies of Comedy,” 
Murphy says. “It’s kind of 
the truth, though. You 
wouldn’t see me on your 
television tomorrow. So I 
can’t really complain about 
the name. I just love the fact 
that I can be funny for peo-
ple I don’t know.”

In addition to Murphy, 
the second edition of the 
Nobodies of Comedy tour, 
which stops Saturday at the 
Lake Michigan College 

Mendel Center Mainstage 
Theatre, features Liz Miele 
and Mark Walton. Adri-

enne Iapalucci has also been 
on the tour, but her appear-
ance at Saturday’s Benton 
Harbor date was still await-
ing confi rmation.

Murphy, who hosts a 
comedy showcase at the 
Comedy Works in Albany, 
N.Y., still thinks he got the 
gig by accident.

“I host this local show-
case twice a month, and af-
ter one of these showcases 
this woman came up and 
gave me her card and asked 
if  I’d be interested in being 
a part of this tour,” Murphy 
says. “I got a little excited. 
You say tour to a comic and 
they think, I’m getting fa-
mous tomorrow. I don’t 
know why we all think that, 
but we do.”

While Murphy has honed 
his comedy chops in Alba-
ny, he was born in Omaha, 
Neb. His comedy refl ects 
those origins, often empha-
sizing the fact that not all 
black people come from ur-
ban areas.

“I lived in Nebraska my 

fi rst 11 years and then 
moved around a lot because 
my parents were military 
people,” Murphy says. “We 
moved from Nebraska to 
Brooklyn, and all the kids 
were just ... aggressive. I was 
very shy and scared, plus it 
was middle school so you’ve 
got hormones. Basically 
what I’m trying to say is I 
got beat up a lot. I eventu-

ally started telling jokes to 
keep people from hitting me 
and by the time I got to high 
school I fi gured it was the 
best way to meet new peo-
ple.”

Encouraged by a friend, 
Murphy fi rst hit a comedy 
stage at age 17 and was 
hooked. He spent two years 
at East Carolina University, 
where he ran the student 

comedy organization Seri-
ously Clowning.

“After two years the 
school wanted me to start 
going to class so I left,” 
Murphy says. 

He landed in Albany be-
cause that’s where his best 
friend from college lived.

“I wanted to get closer to 
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Dwayne Murphy Jr. will perform Saturday at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center as part of 
the second annual Nobodies of Comedy tour.

Keeping 
a legacy 
alive

By TOM CONWAY
HP Correspondent

ST. JOSEPH — In 2012, 
Benton Harbor singer-
songwriter Michel Dasse, 
otherwise known by his 
stage name Monte Michel 
Bleu, put together a show-
case for area singer-song-
writers at the Box Factory 
for the Arts.

Called Rust Belt Song-
writers, the show was so 
successful that Bleu staged 
a second showcase in 2013. 
Bleu and his 
good friend, 
the South 
Bend-based 
Larry Platz, 
performed at 
both shows 
a l o n g s i d e 
other area 
m u s i c i a n s. 
Rust Belt 
Songwriters 
II would be the fi nal perfor-
mance for Platz, who died 
in March. Bleu initially 
wasn’t sure he wanted to do 
Rust Belt Songwriters III 
without his dear friend.

“There were times, prior 
to his passing, that I 
couldn’t imagine doing 
them without him,” Bleu 
says. “However, Larry loved 
doing these shows so 
damned much and said re-
peatedly how they were his 
absolute favorites of any to 
do.”

Ultimately, Bleu decided 
to carry on, dedicating this 
Saturday’s show at the Box 
Factory – and all future 
Rust Belt Songwriters 
showcases – to the memory 
of Platz.

“When we were packing 
up after the 2013 show, he 
wrapped his arm around 
me and said, ‘If  this is my 
last performance, I am good 
with it,’” Bleu says. “He was 
very happy, as was I, but it 
hit me like a ton of bricks. 
That moment, also, was 
likely the seed in the idea 
that he would always be a 
part – if  in name only – of 
any future RBSW shows. I 
know he will be there on the 
29th. No question in my 
mind or heart about it.”

Bleu will host Rust Belt 
Songwriters III, with three 
area female singer-song-
writers – Adrienne Frailey, 

Third Rust Belt 
Songwriters concert 
honors Larry Platz

BLEU

What: Second annual 
Nobodies of Comedy

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton 
Harbor

How much: $25-$28

Contact: 927-1221 or 
www.lmcmainstage.org

REFINING THE VIBE
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Nick 
Hosford is at home in Grand 
Rapids, enjoying a few days off, 
before he and his band mates in 
The Outer Vibe return to the 
road to, as he puts it, “push 
harder and farther” than they 
ever have before.

With a new drummer, Noah 
Snyder, on board and a renewed, 
more pop-hued approach to its 
sound, the Grand Rapids rock 
band has been building buzz for 
the release of a new album in 
2015. As a sneak peek, the band 
– Snyder, guitarist Hosford, 
singer Sean Zee, keyboard/
trumpet player Lisa Kacos and 
bassist Andrew Dornoff – re-
cently released the music video 
for the catchy new song “Shining 
Like a Diamond.”

Filmed in South Dakota 
during the band’s summer tour, 
the video features a lush Black 
Hills backdrop and a slow-burn-
ing piano captured by fi lmmaker 
Tristan Barnard, whose past fi lm 
crew credits have included 

location work on “The Bourne 
Ultimatum” and “National 
Treasure: Book of Secrets.”

“Most of it was shot in 
Badlands National Park in South 
Dakota,” Hosford says. “The 
scenes in the 
alleyway were shot 
in Rapid City, 
S.D., in a place 
called Art Alley. 
It’s one of the few 
places in the 
country where it is 
completely legal 
for artists to do 
graffi ti on that 
stretch of street. 
We thought it was 
really cool and 
wanted to do 
something out 
there. The burning 
piano shots were 
done in the Badlands on private 
land. Usually you can’t set pianos 
on fi re in a state park. Usually 
you can’t set pianos on fi re at all.”

“Shining Like a Diamond,” 
which is featured on the band’s 
website as well as YouTube, is the 
fi rst of fi ve planned videos for 

The Outer Vibe, which performs 
Saturday at The Livery. Four 
other videos will be shot in 
December leading up to a 
planned Jan. 30 EP release of 
new material with a as-yet-unti-

tled full-length 
album due later in 
the year.

“There’s about 
10 new tracks 
we’re performing 
live now,” Hos-
ford says. “‘Shin-
ing’ was the fi rst 
one we released 
because it 
captured the 
center of our style 
now. There’s also 
a song called 
‘Wait For Me,’ 
which has bigger 
ideas lyrically. 

There are songs that are more 
fun that show off the band’s 
instrumental ability, like a song 
called ‘Full Circle,’ for example. 
‘Big Bad Machine’ is the newest 
track. It’s high energy and 
bombastic. We’re really excited to 
get all of them out.”

The Outer Vibe was formed in 
2000 by Hosford and Zee, who 
began playing in high school. 
Originally, the group played a lot 
of covers, slowly developing their 
own material, infl uenced by 
1970s rock.

“We both studied music and 
audio engineering at the local 
community college and that’s 
where we met Lisa,” Hosford 
says. “After a couple years of the 
band’s formation, Andrew came 
along. He had moved back from 
Tokyo and was looking for a 
guitar instructor. He took guitar 
lessons from me for a while and 
ended up joining the band on 
bass. And Noah was an audio 
engineering student of mine, and 
when (former drummer) Jeff  
(Brems) decided to leave, Noah 
had been working with the band 
behind the scenes as a drum tech 
for some time so it was a smooth 
transition.”

While the band has recorded 
four previous albums –“Pretty 
Good,”  “Games We Play,” 
“Monster EP” and “Hoka Hey” 

What: The Outer Vibe

When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Livery, 190 
Fifth St., Benton Harbor

How much: Free

Contact: 925-8760 or 
www.liverybrew.com

Artist info: theoutervibe.
com
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The Outer Vibe, the Grand Rapids-based band of Nick Hosford, from left, Lisa Kacos, Sean Zee, Andrew Dornoff and Noah Snyder, perform Saturday at The 
Livery in Benton Harbor.

See RUST BELT, page D5

See OUTER VIBE, page D5

Grand Rapids-based band’s latest efforts are bringing their music into focus 

See COMEDY, page D5

Comedy tour makes stop at LMC’s Mendel Center on Saturday

WALTONMIELE
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Molly B Moon and Jess Lu-
cille – each performing a 
solo set and then coming to-
gether to perform in the 
round.

Lucille, singer-songwriter 
for the South Bend-based 
Americana band StarHeart, 
was honored to be asked to 
perform.

“Monte contacted me out 
of the Bleu – pun intended 
– a few months ago after 
hearing my band’s music,” 
she says. “He has done a tre-
mendous job organizing and 
promoting this show. His ex-
citement and love for song-
writing, sharing the gift of 
music and honoring his late 
friend, Larry Platz, is pretty 
remarkable.”

Frailey, a Northern Indi-
ana singer-songwriter with 
several CDs to her credit, in-
cluding her latest “I Would 
Be The Sky,” has known 
Bleu for years and was hap-
py to be asked to be a part 
of the show.

“(Bleu) has a way of get-
ting his listeners in touch 
with their own hearts,” she 
says. “His honesty in his per-
formances is often un-
matched these days in the 
music world.”

Moon – a highly respected 
mandolin player in the re-
gion – and Frailey knew 
Platz before his untimely 
death, while Lucille is now 
catching up on his music.

“He gave me a lot of ad-
vice on how to keep music in 
my soul despite the rush and 
stress of everyday life,” Frai-
ley says of Platz. “I will al-
ways remember him and ap-
preciate the little time I was 

given to get to know him.”
Frailey has played on the 

same stage as Moon – who 
often performs with Riely 
O’Connor – but this will be 
the fi rst time that Lucille has 
performed with the other la-
dies.

“They are beautiful and 
gentle women,” she says. “I 
am really looking forward to 
experiencing their perfor-
mances.”

Frailey, who rehearsed for 
the fi rst time with Bleu, 
Moon and Lucille on Sun-
day, thinks it will be a fun 
show.

“They each have a unique 
portrait for every song they 
write and perform, which 
creates an interesting and 
heartwarming experience 
for listeners,” she says. “Both 
ladies are kind and talented 
individuals.”

Lucille loves that Bleu 
made the show an all-female 
showcase.

“Gender really does play 
a huge role in shaping our 

unique perspectives,” she 
says. “Women have a strong 
infl uence in the music world 
and I appreciate that Monte 
had the idea to highlight 
that this year. Plus, to quote 
Monte, ‘women just smell 
better.’ I whole-heartedly 
agree with that.”

While Frailey appreciates 
the focus on women for Rust 
Belt Songwriters III, she 
says she would be happy to 
do it regardless.

“Although it’s a real treat 
to perform with Molly and 
Jess, I would actually have a 
great time being a part of 
this show, no matter who 
was on the list,” she says. 
“The people I meet through 
music circles are, in a way, 
new friends that I enjoy get-
ting to know through the 
songs they present onstage. 
It’s a different kind of con-
versation, and I love it.”

Bleu says that is a senti-
ment that Platz shared.

“Larry’s absolute love for 
the songwriting process ex-
tended into his appreciation, 
encouragement and admira-
tion toward other songwrit-
ers at every level,” he says. 
“(He) was so unselfi sh about 
it all. His love of songwrit-
ing and other songwriters, 
he lit up in their presence 
and loved to discuss the ap-
proach and process.”

Frailey, echoing many 
other area musicians, recog-
nizes Platz’s infl uence on her 
musical journey.

“Larry Platz said so much 
through his original music,” 
she says. “He’ll be on my 
mind a lot on the 29th. Some 
of the songs I’ll be sharing I 
can honestly say would not 
exist had I not met Larry 
and been inspired by his leg-
acy.”
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Jess Lucille, from left, Adrienne Frailey and Molly B Moon will perform as part of Rust Belt Song-
writers III, a showcase Saturday at the Box Factory for the Arts.

What: Rust Belt Songwrit-
ers III hosted by Monte 
Michel Bleu and featuring 
Adrienne Frailey, Molly B 
Moon and Jess Lucille

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph

How much: $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, and 
free for children 12 and 
younger

Contact: 983-3688 or 
www.boxfactoryforthearts.
org

RUST BELT
From page D1

the city because I felt like 
that was my next move,” 
Murphy says. “But I also 
knew I couldn’t live there. 
It costs $5 just to breathe 
in New York City. So I 
came up here and got into 
the Comedy Works. I need-
ed to make rent so I got a 
job serving and bartending 
and working the door and 
I was doing comedy as 
well. There were nights I 
was taking your ticket, 
making your drink and 
then doing 10 minutes of 
comedy.”

In 2013, Murphy toured 
college campuses and com-
edy clubs opening for Loni 
Love, and is still based in 
Albany – at least for now. 
He says moving around so 
much during his childhood 
has helped him prepare for 
a life in stand-up.

“I talk about my experi-
ences in Nebraska and 
having divorced parents,” 
he says. “I talk about never 
really feeling like I fi t in be-
cause every time I got a 
chance to get accustomed 
somewhere, we’d pack up 
and move. It all plays into 
my act, but it also helps me 
relate to a lot of different 
kinds of people. I basically 
take everything I’m most 
embarrassed about myself  
and put it on stage. If I 
make people laugh, I’m 
doing my job. If you’re 
laughing, I win.”

– none of them has been as 
ambitious as the current 
project. The Outer Vibe has 
been working with San 
Francisco-based music 
producer Brad Dollar (The 
National, Bob Weir), and 
mastering engineer Joe 
LaPorta (The Foo Fighters, 
Imagine Dragons, Vampire 
Weekend).

“We’ve done things DIY 
for a long time and we’ve 
done things independently, 
but this is the longest we’ve 
ever spent on an album,” 
Hosford says. “We’ve spent 
an entire year writing, 
recording, creating content. 
This release, compared to 
previous releases, has been 
more hours in the making 
and time, energy and 
resources. Just the scope of 
it, we’re defi nitely lining up 
to take a lot bigger swing.”

As for the band’s revised 
sound, both Dornoff and 
Hosford, say it has been 
culled from their Michigan-
inspired rock roots, the 
upbeat, feel-good vibe of 
the West Coast, and a hint 
of a cinematic Southwest-
ern nostalgia straight out of 
spaghetti westerns.

“We took different 
elements that we liked and 
pushed the live-band feel,” 
Dornoff says. “Last year we 
did a lot more traveling and 
touring as a band and that 
really affected what we 
wanted to do with our 
music. We got infl uenced by 
the freedom of being out in 
the Big Sky country. We 
always liked the music in 
classic westerns, and the 
carefree attitude of being 
out West so that had a big 
impact on us.”

“We’ve been doing this 
for a long time and have 
tried a lot of things while 
writing a lot of music,” 
Hosford adds. “Maybe 
what’s most important is 
what we’re not doing in 
fi nding a clear-cut sound 

for the band. Our last 
album, ‘Hoka Hey,’ went in 
a lot of different directions. 
It showed quite a range, and 
had a couple really great 
songs on it. This album is 
more focused. The things 
we liked most about ‘Hoka 

Hey,’ and the things the fans 
liked most, we’re basically 
making a whole album of 
that. This is what we love 
the most. This is what we’re 
best at. This is us.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

OUTER VIBE
From page D1

COMEDY
From page D1

HIDDEN POINTE
PRESENTS AN EVENING WITH

WHITE SUMMER
a classic rock concert

the WHITE SUMMER band 7:00 - 10:00PM

After Concert Dance Party Till 2AM Features

CLOUD COVER and the SYPIAN FAMILY BAND

HIDDEN POINTE Event Center
1050 Nickerson Avenue, Benton Harbor Michigan

PURCHASE Advance Tickets at Hidden Pointe or On Line @https://www.ticketriver.com/event/12998

OR call Bob 269-325-5358 OR email JamesEsquire007@aol.com

SATURDAY
Doors open at 6PM

Full Liquor Bar

NOVEMBER 29
ADVANCE TICKETS

$10

7:00-10:00 PM
TICKETS AT DOOR

$15

adnum=60572484

adnum=60397827

and
Dale L. Reuss, Conductor

present

www.southshoreconcertband.com

Mendel Center Mainstage
Lake Michigan College

 
Free Admission, Donations Accepted

Sponsored by: 
Lynn Stover and Associates

    Sr. Director, Origami Owl Independent Designer

Sunday, December 7, 2014 
2:00 p.m.

“Southshore Christmas Express”

(In residence at Lake Michigan College)

adnum=60572139

10107 Red Arrow Hwy
269-465-9484

www.zielkehomes.com
Open M-F 9-5, Sat 9-3

Showplace cabinetry from Zielke Homes & 
Improvement is right at home in any room. 
Working with you we can create unique 
cabinetry with a furniture appeal in the bath, 
living room, offi ce, dining room, bedroom 
or family room.  We invite you to come into 
our Showroom and experience the Zielke 
difference on your next home improvement 
project.

adnum=60556952

Tosis.com for 
exciting new 

entrees.

~ Drinks start at ~ 
5:00, 

~ Seating at 5:30 ~

New Menu! 
Be sure to check

adnum=60571802

YOU BUY IT AT THE GROCERY STORE.
YOU BUY AT A NEWSPAPER BOX.

WHY NOT JUST GET IT AT YOUR HOME?
To subscribe, call 429-1396 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mondays through Fridays; 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays.


