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Twenty-two-month-old Athena Miller of Benton Harbor gives Santa Claus, played by Dick Schinkel, a high-five Saturday 
during a Kid’s Christmas Carnival held at Lake Michigan College’s Upton Hall, in Benton Harbor.

BONDING WITH SANTA

Q & A
LAURIE PRUSA-JAMES

Laurie Prusa-
James of Three 
Oaks, right, is 
busy making 
memories with 
her daughter, 
Amanda James, 
who is a senior at 
New Buffalo High 
School. Prusa-
James has cystic 
fibrosis and has 
been told she only 
has a few weeks 
to live. Her daugh-
ter asked her to 
be in her senior 
pictures with her.
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Nobody knows how 
precious life is more 

than Laurie Prusa-James, 
49, of Three Oaks, who is 
in the end stages of cystic 
fibrosis and has been told 
she has only weeks to live.

“The best commodity 
everyone thinks is money 
and all this stuff, but it’s 
time. If I could have more 
time ... too bad you can’t 
wrap that up,” said the 
1984 graduate of New Buf-
falo High School. “People 
waste their time worrying 
about dumb stuff.”

She said that when she 
worked in nursing homes 
as a certified nursing assis-
tant, the main thing she 
would hear from the pa-
tients was that they wished 
they had more time.

She said she wants to 
help raise money for the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
so they can find a cure. Al-
though it is too late for her, 
she said she doesn’t want 
future generations to go 
through what she has gone 
through.

The Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation’s annual Great 
Strides charity walk in St. 
Joseph will begin at 1 p.m. 
May 17 at Riverview Park. 
Registration at the Briar-
wood Shelter will begin at 
noon.

More information can be 
found online at www.CFF.
org under Great Strides or 
by calling Rob Powell with 
the Greater Michigan 
Chapter of the Cystic Fi-
brosis Foundation at 855-
372-5297.

Woman discusses living while dying

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

HENDERSON, Nev. — 
President Barack Obama is 
shrugging off Republican 
criticism of his actions to 
lift the threat of deporta-
tion from millions of immi-
grants living illegally in the 
United States.

In an interview broadcast 
Sunday on ABC’s “This 
Week,” Obama said it was 
important that he act uni-
laterally to prioritize the de-
portation of criminals and 
recent arrivals and spare 
those who have lived here il-
legally for at least five years 
and have roots, including 
children who are American 
citizens.

“Why we would prefer a 
system in which they’re in 
the shadows, potentially 
taking advantage of living 
here but not contributing?” 
Obama said in the inter-
view, which was taped Fri-
day in Las Vegas after 
Obama delivered an immi-
gration speech there.

The president pointed to 
executive orders issued by 

Democratic and Republi-
can predecessors and said 
presidents exercise “prose-
cutorial discretion all the 
time.”

Obama’s executive ac-
tions, which he announced 
Thursday, have drawn a 
withering response from 
Republicans, but also has 
laid bare divisions within 
the GOP over how to deal 
with immigration.

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
rejected Obama’s claim of 
prosecutorial discretion. 
“Essentially he’s gotten in 
the job of counterfeiting 
immigration papers, be-
cause there’s no legal au-
thority to do what he’s do-
ing,” Cruz said on “Fox 
News Sunday.”

A second Republican, 
Sen. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, said his 
party shares the blame for 
failing to get an immigra-
tion bill through the House 
of Representatives.

“Shame on us as Republi-
cans for having a body that 
cannot generate a solution 

Obama 
defends 
moves on 
immigration

By SHARON COHEN
AP National Writer

CHICAGO — On a very 
memorable Sunday, Pastor 
Laura Truax surprised her 
congregation with a bold 
announcement: She was 
about to hand out money 
to everyone.

LaSalle Street Church 
had received a tidy $1.6 
million from a real estate 
deal, the pastor said, and 
$160,000 – a typical 10 per-
cent tithe – would be divid-
ed among some 320 regular 
attendees. Each would get 
a $500 check to do some-

thing positive.
LaSalle, a non-denomi-

national church, has long 
been involved in social 
causes, from feeding home-
less families to buying an 
ambulance for a medical 
clinic in Niger. 

Not surprisingly, many 
donations will reach far-
flung places, including a 
school in the Himalayas 
and an irrigation project in 
Tanzania. Closer to home, 
some checks are helping 
needy friends.

Church members, Truax 
says, are doing just what 
she’d envisioned when she 

distributed the checks in 
September.

“I hoped that they would 
recognize the power they 
had to bless others and 
change somebody’s life,” 
she says. “... And that has 
largely happened.”

Jeliner Jordan remem-
bers being young and in 
debt.

More than 40 years ago, 
she was a divorced mother 
of three who couldn’t 
stretch her seamstress earn-
ings far enough to support 
her kids. She took out a 
loan of about $4,000 to at-
tend a business college, ex-

pecting it would lead to 
better opportunities – and 
it did.

But she never forgot the 
pressure of making pay-
ments, then falling behind 
before eventually settling 
her debt.

Aware that her grand-
daughter, Deitra Galloway, 
was saddled with college 
loans, Jordan knew what 
she’d do with part of her 
church money: She gave 
Galloway $300, figuring it 
might cover a month’s pay-
ment. She was shocked 

Church members get $500 to do good

By ZEINA KARAM  
and VIVIAN SALAMA
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Teenagers 
carrying weapons stand at 
checkpoints and busy inter-
sections in Iraq’s second-
largest city, Mosul. Patched 
onto the left arms of their 
black uniforms are the lo-
gos of the Islamic Police.

In Raqqa, the Islamic 
State group’s de facto capi-
tal in Syria, boys attend 
training camp and religious 
courses before heading off  
to fight. Others serve as 

cooks or guards at the ex-
tremists’ headquarters or as 
spies, informing on people 
in their neighborhoods. 

Across the vast region 
under IS control, the group 
is actively conscripting chil-
dren for battle and commit-
ting abuses against the most 
vulnerable at a young age, 
according to a growing 
body of evidence assembled 
from residents, activists, in-
dependent experts and hu-
man rights groups. 

In the northern Syrian 
town of Kobani, where eth-
nic Kurds have been resist-

ing an IS onslaught for 
weeks, several activists told 
The Associated Press they 
observed children fighting 
alongside the militants. 
Mustafa Bali, a Kobani-
based activist, said he saw 
the bodies of four boys, two 
of them younger than 14. 
And at least one 18 year old 
is said to have carried out a 
suicide attack.

In Syria’s Aleppo prov-
ince, an activist affiliated 
with the rebel Free Syrian 
Army said its fighters en-
countered children in their 
late teens “fairly often” in 
battles against the rival Is-
lamic State group.

It is difficult to determine 
just how widespread the ex-
ploitation of children is in 
the closed world of IS-con-
trolled territory. There are 
no reliable figures on the 
number of minors the group 
employs. 

But a United Nations 
panel investigating war 
crimes in the Syrian conflict 
concluded that in its enlist-
ment of children for active 
combat roles, the Islamic 
State group is perpetrating 
abuses and war crimes on a 
massive scale “in a system-
atic and organized  

Islamic State group recruits 
children to serve as soldiers
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An Islamic militant group fighter stands with two children pos-
ing with weapons as they watch other members of the group 
parade in commandeered Iraqi security forces vehicles down a 
main road at the northern city of Mosul, Iraq, earlier this year.
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