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By RUSTY MILLER
AP Sports Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
Ezekiel Elliott’s eyes saw 
running room ahead. It was 
what was behind him that 
concerned him the most.

As the Ohio State back 
scissored through a hole 
around left end and broke 
into the clear down the side-
line in the Sugar Bowl, he 
knew he had no one in front 
of him. Just in case, he 
glanced up at the gigantic 
video board above the end 
zone to make sure no one 
from Alabama was gaining 
on him.

“I’m looking up at the 
Jumbotron and seeing the 
guys behind me, if they’re 
close enough so I could slow 
down a little bit,” he said, 
grinning.

They weren’t. Elliott’s 
stunning run, covering 85 
yards with 3:24 left, proved 
to be the padding the Buck-
eyes needed in a 42-35 vic-
tory that pushed them into 
the Jan. 12 national cham-
pionship game against Ore-
gon in Arlington, Texas.

It’ll be hard for Elliott to 
spy on his pursuers at 
AT&T Stadium, because 
the video boards are over-
head and not at the ends of 
the field.

But Elliott has a plan for 
that, too. He cites a reluc-
tant running star (for Ala-
bama) in a legendary film.

“(I’m) just going to have 

to GO! Run, Forrest, run!” 
he said, laughing.

Odds are the millions at 
home and 74,682 fans in the 
Sugar Bowl watching El-
liott’s eyes staring at the 
video board didn’t know 
much about the sophomore 
from St. Louis. Soft-spoken 
and self-effacing, the first-
year starter will be much 
better known and more of a 
focal point when the Buck-
eyes meet the Ducks on Jan. 
12.

He’s more than a runner, 
too. He’s also a great block-
er, although few beyond his 
teammates even notice.

“Ezekiel Elliott plays as 
hard as any back I’ve ever 
witnessed without the ball,” 
coach Urban Meyer said. 

Taking over for the grad-
uated Carlos Hyde and his 
1,521 yards a year ago, El-
liott has followed a get-to-
know-you freshman year by 
rushing for 1,632 yards and 
14 touchdowns — includ-
ing a jaw-dropping 220 
yards on 20 carries against 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten ti-
tle game with 230 more 
again on 20 carries against 
the Crimson Tide. And he 
spent the year having trou-
ble gripping the ball after 
breaking a bone in his left 
hand during August camp.

Only three Ohio State 
backs have ever gained more 
yards in a season (Eddie 
George had 1,927 while 
winning the Heisman Tro-
phy in 1995, Keith Byars 
had 1,764 in ’84 and revered 
two-time Heisman winner 
Archie Griffin had 1,695 in 
’74).

“He (reads blocking pat-
terns) instinctively and then 
explodes into open seams,” 

Ed Warinner, Ohio State’s 
line coach and co-offensive 
coordinator said. “He loves 
football and plays every 
snap like it’s his last.”

Elliott’s dad, Stacy, played 
football at Missouri, and 
his mom, Dawn, was a 
member of the track and 
field team. It seemed a fore-
gone conclusion that the 
four-star prospect, who led 
his high school to the state 
title game as a senior while 
rushing for 2,155 yards, 
would go to nearby Miz-
zou.

But he visited Ohio State, 
fell in love with the campus 
and Ohio’s passion for all 
things Buckeye. He never 
really looked back. His par-
ents had no problem with 
the choice.

Now, Elliott’s glance at 
the video board is promi-
nent on Ohio State’s athletic 
website — and could end up 
being the signature moment 
of the Buckeyes’ season.

Some were surprised that 
someone from the lumber-
ing Big Ten could outrun 
players from the Southeast-
ern Conference.

“Somebody asked me 
about SEC speed. I just was, 
like, what is SEC speed?” he 
said of his sprint, in which 
he appeared to be pulling 
away at the end. “Every 
conference has speed. 
Coach Meyer really recruits 
speed. I don’t know why 
that was supposed to be 
such a big deal.”

It was receiver Evan 
Spencer who not only wiped 
out two defenders with a 
crunching block on Elliott’s 
long run, but also had the 
closest view of how the play 
unfolded.
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LMC men hold on       
to beat Ancilla

PLYMOUTH, Ind. — 
A big night offensively 
from LaBradford Sebree 
and good shooting from 
the whole team bolster the 
Lake Michigan College 
men’s team to an 83-80 
over Ancilla on Wednes-
day.

Sebree led all scorers 
with 27 points and came 
up with important baskets 
down the stretch for the 
RedHawks.

“He (Sebree) had an un-
believable night,” said 
LMC coach Doug Schaf-
fer, whose team improved 
to 2-0 in the MCCAA and 
11-5 overall. “Several big 
buckets while we were 
holding on to a lead late in 
the game.”

Ancilla (1-1, 10-5) stayed 
closed throughout by mak-
ing 55 percent of its shots, 
but the RedHawks were 
able to hold on by shoot-
ing 52 percent and hitting 
free throws late.

Kevion Morse led LMC 
with 10 rebounds and 
Montel Green led the team 
with five assists.

LMC women           
rout Ancilla

PLYMOUTH, Ind. — 
The Lake Michigan Col-
lege women’s team put to-
gether a complete perfor-
mance in its 97-36 rout of 
Ancilla Wednesday night.

“We finally put together 
a full game where we shot 
well and played good de-
fense,” LMC coach Jason 
Cooper said. “I was excit-
ed to see us gel.”

Four RedHawks scored 
in double figures with Sha-
lay Stevens leading the way 
with a game-high 20.

Sabrina Trujillo (16), 
Nicole Decker (15) and 
Madison Cameron (14) 
also scored in double fig-

ures for LMC (2-0             
MCCAA, 10-5).

The RedHaws led by 25 
at halftime and were able 
to extend that lead in the 
second half.

Decker also led the team 
with 10 rebounds and five 
steals.

Bears’ Tim Jennings 
arrested on DUI

DULUTH, Ga. (AP) — 
Suburban Atlanta police 
say Chicago Bears corner-
back Tim Jennings has 
been arrested on charges 
including DUI, reckless 
driving and speeding. 

Gwinnett County Police 
Cpl. Jake Smith said in a 
statement that 31-year-old 
Timothy Deshawn Jen-
nings was driving a 2015 
Mercedes at 99 mph in a 
65-mph zone on I-85 be-
fore noon Wednesday. 
Smith says the officer con-
ducting the stop smelled 
alcohol. 

County records show 
that Jennings was booked 
into the county jail Wednes-
day afternoon and was be-
ing held on $2,711 bond. It 
was not immediately 
known if he had a lawyer.

Bears interview two 
more GM candidates

LAKE FOREST, Ill. 
(AP) — The Chicago Bears 
interviewed Kansas City 
Chiefs director of player 
personnel Chris Ballard 
and New Orleans Saints di-
rector of player personnel 
Ryan Pace for their general 
manager job.

The team says the inter-
views occurred on Wednes-
day.

Ballard spent 12 years in 
Chicago before joining the 
Chiefs in 2013. Pace has 
been with the Saints since 
2001 and just completed his 
second season as their di-
rector of player personnel.

IN BRIEF

Television today

6:30 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Purdue at 
Maryland. (Live)

7:00 p.m. 
College Basketball Teams 
TBA. (Live)

 College Basketball 
Teams TBA. (Live)

Women’s Col-
lege Basketball Mississippi at 
Florida. (Live)

College Bas-
ketball George Mason at Rich-
mond.  (Live) 

8:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at 
Minnesota Wild. (Live)

NBA Basketball Hous-
ton Rockets at New York Knicks. 
(Live) 

8:30 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Nebraska 
at Michigan State. (Live)

9:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Teams TBA. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Teams TBA. (Live)

Women’s Col-
lege Basketball Arkansas at 
Mississippi State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Arizona State at Oregon State. 
(Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Basket-
ball Miami Heat at Portland Trail 
Blazers. (Live) 

Friday

7:30 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf South African 
Open Championship, Second 
Round. (Live)

4:30 p.m. PGA Tour 
Golf Hyundai Tournament of 
Champions, First Round. From 
Kapalua Resort in Kapalua, Ha-
waii. (Live)

6:30 p.m. College 
Hockey Minnesota at Michigan. 
(Live)

7:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Atlanta Hawks at 
Detroit Pistons. (Live)

College Hockey 
Dartmouth at New Hampshire.

(Live) 
8:00 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Chicago Bulls at Wash-
ington Wizards. (Live)

Women’s College 
Basketball Butler at St. John’s.  
(Live) 

9:00 p.m. College 
Wrestling Michigan at Minne-
sota. (Live)

Boxing Friday Night 
Fights. Jonathan Maicelo vs. Dar-
leys Perez. (Live) 

9:30 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at 
Edmonton Oilers. (Live)

10:00 p.m. Boxing Dusty 
Hernandez Harrison vs. Tommy 
Rainone. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Cleveland Cavaliers at 
Golden State Warriors. (Live)

5:30 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf South Afri-
can Open Championship, Third 
Round. From Johannesburg, 
South Africa. (Live)

Radio today

7 p.m.
College basketball — Michi-
gan State at Iowa (WCSY-FM, 
103.7)

7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basketball 
— Michigan Lutheran at Lake 
Michigan Catholic (WSJM-AM, 
1400)

8 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Wild 
(WGN-AM, 720)

Friday

5:40 p.m.
High school basketball — St. 
Joseph at Benton Harbor double-
header (WSJM-AM, 1400)

7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basketball 
— Berrien Springs at South Ha-
ven (WCSY-FM, 103.7)

8 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Wizards (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

9:30 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Oilers 
(WGN-AM, 720)
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Ohio State running back Ezekiel Elliott (15) runs against Alabama in the first half of the Sugar 
Bowl college football playoff semifinal game on Jan. 1.

Eyes say it all

Bowl
ratings up, 
turnout 
down
By STEVE MEGARGEE
AP Sports Writer

The new playoff era is 
drawing lots of college foot-
ball fans to bowl game 
broadcasts. But it isn’t neces-
sarily bringing more fans 
into stadium seats. 

ESPN announced that the 
Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl 
semifinals in the College 
Football Playoff drew the 
largest two audiences in ca-
ble television history, with 
each game attracting over 28 
million viewers. The two 
semifinals drew more view-
ers than any of the four BCS 
championship games broad-
cast by ESPN, which also 
will air Monday’s title game 
between Ohio State and Or-
egon.

“That was a pleasant sur-
prise,” said Burke Magnus, 
ESPN’s senior vice president 
of programming and acqui-
sitions. “We’re cautiously 
optimistic about Monday, 
but obviously the new for-
mat has resonated with 
fans.”

ESPN spokesperson Keri 
Potts said that ESPN’s bowl 
telecasts through New Year’s 
Day drew an average rating 
of 3.4, whereas its average 
rating through all its bowl 
telecasts other than the 
championship last season 
was 3.2. Ratings represent 
the percentage of homes 
with televisions tuned to a 
program. 

While ratings are slightly 
up across the board for bowl 
games, attendance has 
dipped.

The 38 bowl games this 
season have drawn an aver-
age announced attendance 
of 43,285, down 9.2 percent 
from the average of 47,659 
for the 34 bowls last season 
that led up to the BCS cham-
pionship game. 

Those figures are skewed 
by the fact that all four new 
bowls that had their inaugu-
ral games this season drew 
fewer than 30,000 fans. 

Wright Waters, the execu-
tive director for the Football 
Bowl Association, notes that 
the attendance drops reflect 
regular-season trends. Regu-
lar-season attendance for 
home games this year was 
43,483, down 4 percent from 
last season and its lowest fig-
ure since 2000.

“It’s not just a bowl prob-
lem,” Waters said. “It’s a 
college football problem.” 

QB Jameis Winston will enter NFL draft
By KAREEM COPELAND
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. 
— Florida State quarter-
back Jameis Winston an-
nounced he’ll enter the 
NFL draft on Wednesday, 
the same day the woman 
who accused him of  sexual 
assault filed a lawsuit 
against the school’s board 
of  trustees.

The 2013 Heisman Tro-
phy winner announced his 
decision to forgo his final 
two years of  eligibility in a 
statement released to 
ESPN by The Legacy 
Agency. 

Winston was the most 
successful quarterback in 
college football during the 
last two seasons, but also 
faced lengthy sexual as-
sault investigations. He 
was not charged by police 
and was cleared by the uni-
versity. 

In a lawsuit filed against 
the school’s board of  trust-
ees, the woman who ac-
cused him of  sexual assault 
claimed the board had an 
unreasonable response to 
her accusations and creat-
ed a hostile educational en-
vironment for her. The 
lawsuit seeks unspecified 
damages, including reim-
bursement for tuition, 
damages for emotional 
pain and suffering and loss 
of  past and present earn-
ing and earning capacity.

Representatives for the 
woman declined comment. 

Florida State president 

John Thrasher released a 
statement saying he is dis-
appointed in the lawsuit, 
but the university looks 
forward to “addressing 
these meritless allegations 
in court.” The university 
has contended that it took 
all the proper steps in ful-
filling its Title IX obliga-
tions and that, “FSU did 
everything the plaintiff  
asked for and that the as-
sertions FSU shirked its 
Title IX obligations are 
false.” 

“In all, the University 
asked the plaintiff  or her 
attorneys at least nine 
times over nearly 20 
months to give a statement 
that would enable a Title 
IX investigation. FSU did 
not ignore the complainant 
or its obligations under 
Title IX,” Thrasher said in 

the statement. “The Uni-
versity’s victim advocates 
were at the plaintiff ’s side 
within hours of  the en-
counter and continued 
meeting with or contacting 
her or her representatives 
at least 30 times over the 
ensuing year. Besides offer-
ing emotional support and 
arranging numerous aca-
demic accommodations on 
her behalf, they informed 
the plaintiff  and her attor-
ney five times about the 
right to pursue a student 
disciplinary action. The 
first was in December 
2012--before the Athletics 
Department ever became 
aware of  the allegation--
and the last was in Decem-
ber 2013. 

“Florida State Universi-
ty does not tolerate sexual 
violence in any form, re-

gardless of  who the alleged 
perpetrator might be.”

A key portion of  the law-
suit is expected to center 
on when the university’s 
Title IX coordinator was 
alerted. Florida State pre-
viously said the only au-
thorities aware of  the inci-
dent before January 2013 
were Tallahassee police, 
campus police and the Vic-
tims Advocate Program. 
The university said its Title 
IX officials didn’t become 
aware of  the incident until 
November 2013, when con-
tacted by the Tallahassee 
Police Department and 
that the woman was not 
made available for an inter-
view with the school until 
Aug. 6, 2014. The woman’s 
lawyers have maintained 
that she was willing to talk 
throughout the process.

In his two seasons, the 
Seminoles went 26-1 with 
Winston starting and won 
the 2014 national champi-
onship.

Winston is expected to 
be one of  the first quarter-
backs selected in the NFL 
draft, but faces questions 
about the off-field inci-
dents.

Buckeyes’ Ezekiel 
Elliott’s run
highlights Sugar Bowl 
win over Alabama

Mark J. Terrill / AP

Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston passes against Ore-
gon during the first half of the Rose Bowl college football playoff 
semifinal on Jan. 1.
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