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LOCAL & STATE
Court 
upholds 
SJ man’s 
convictions 
for false 
submissions
By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

The state Court of Ap-
peals has affi rmed the con-
viction of a St. Joseph man 
for submitting false docu-
ments in his attempt to 
overturn earlier three earlier 
convictions for sexual as-
saults on a former girl-
friend.

A three-judge appeals 
court panel rejected Sher-
juan Hamilton’s claim that 
evidence was improperly 
admitted during his 2013 
trial.

A jury at that time found 
him guilty of tampering 
with evidence and obstruc-
tion of justice. Hamilton 
was sentenced to a prison 
terms of 76 months to 20 
years for evidence tamper-
ing and 4-20 years for ob-
struction.

The sentences are con-
secutive to three terms of 
25-50 years that Hamilton 
is serving for 2008 convic-
tions for fi rst-degree crimi-
nal sexual conduct.

Hamilton, now 31, sub-
mitted a handwritten letter 
and affi davit to Berrien 
county Trial Court in 2011, 
purportedly written by the 
rape victim and claiming 
she had not been assaulted.

The papers were fi led in 
court with a motion for re-
lief from judgment in the 
CSC case.

The victim, however, de-
nied writing the letter or af-
fi davit. The documents ap-
peared to have the same 
handwriting as others in the 
court fi le that were prepared 
by Hamilton.

During the trial, the court 
admitted as evidence a let-
ter that Hamilton allegedly 
wrote in 2008 asking the ex-
girlfriend to forge a letter 
stating that she lied about 
the charges.

The woman never re-
ceived the letter, investiga-
tors said.

On appeal, Hamilton 
claimed that the trial court 
erred in allowing the 2008 
letter to be admitted as evi-
dence.

The appeals court in a 
Jan. 15 opinion said the tri-
al court did not abuse its 
discretion, and found that 
the letter was admitted for 
the proper purpose of 
showing a scheme or plan.

The appeals court also 
said the evidence was rele-
vant and that its probative 
value was not substantially 
outweighed by the danger 
of unfair prejudice to the 
defendant.

The 2011 letter and affi -
davit contained similar sen-
timents to what Hamilton 
asked his ex-girlfriend to 
write in the 2008 letter, the 
appeals court said.

“Thus, the evidence was 
highly probative and cor-
roborative of the jury’s 
fi nding that the 2011 letter 
and affi davit were forged,” 
the opinion said.

In addition, the trial 
court gave the jury a cau-
tionary instruction to limit 
the potential for undue 
prejudice.

The convictions for fi rst-
degree CSC followed a jury 
trial. Evidence showed that 
the victim was subjected to 
brutal sexual attacks in 
April 2008 in an apartment 
in St. Joseph.

Hamilton is serving his 
sentences at the Ionia Cor-
rectional Facility, accord-
ing to the state Department 
of Corrections. His earliest 
possible release date is 
2039.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com. (269) 
932-0358. Twitter: @HPAiken
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Police 
believe man 
killed self 
after firing 
at police  

By HP STAFF

BUCHANAN — State 
police continue to investi-
gate the death of a Buch-
anan man whose body was 
found in a burned-out mo-
bile home after a standoff 
with offi cers.

Troopers from the Niles 
post said they responded to 
a report Saturday night of 
gunshots at Riverside Es-
tates mobile home park, 
14566 N. Red Bud Trail.

On arrival, police saw 
shots being fi red from in-
side the mobile home at Lot 
76, but offi cers were initially 
unable to get information 
about who was inside.

Smoke then began com-
ing from the home, followed 
by one fi nal shot, and the 
residence becoming quickly 
engulfed in fl ames, troopers 
said.

The fi re set off large 
quantities of ammunition 
inside the mobile home. 
Some of the bullets struck 
other homes in the park but 
apparently caused no inju-
ries, offi cers said.

State police Monday said 
there is no positive identity 
of the body found in the 
burned-out mobile home.

Neighbors and a man 
who claimed to be an uncle 
of the dead man identifi ed 
him as Ted Lanser, accord-
ing to several news outlets.

When the mobile home 
began burning, troopers 
evacuated nearby residents 
and secured the area, not 
knowing if  there were other 
suspects in the area.

Firefi ghters and EMTs 
were dispatched to the 
scene, but exploding ammu-
nition stopped them from 
approaching.

After the fi re was under 
control fi refi ghters entered 
the mobile home and found 
the body.

Buchanan Township, Bu-
chanan and Bertrand Town-
ship fi re departments re-
sponded to the call.

Stored ammo 
goes off as 
mobile home 
engulfed in flames

BUCHANAN
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About 200 people participated Monday in the Thousand Man March from City Center Park in Benton Harbor to the Berrien 
County Courthouse in St. Joseph. Five busloads of students from Andrew University made the trip to the Twin Cities to take 
part.

Marching for justice 
and responsibility
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Justice, love, mercy 
and education were key 
words used Monday dur-
ing the Thousand Man 
March from City Center 
Park in Benton Harbor 
to the Berrien County 
Courthouse in St. Jo-
seph.

Organizers said the 
march’s goal was to pro-
claim the need to break 
the negative cycles of 
poverty and absent fa-
thers in black communi-
ties, as well as to honor 
the legacy of  Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

While marching is im-
portant to draw attention 
to a problem, real change 
takes place after the 
march, said Pastor Tau-
rus Montgomery of  Har-
bor of  Hope Seventh-day 

Adventist Church, 292 
Bellview St., Benton Har-
bor.

“I’m calling you to con-
sistent, long-term action 
to help in the Ferguson 
near you,” he said, refer-
ring to Ferguson, Mo., 
the scene of  large riots 
last year after the shoot-
ing death of  a black teen 
by a white police offi cer.

Almost 200 people 
marched, including fi ve 
busloads of  students from 
Andrews University.

Montgomery said he 
started the group Greater 
Young Men to meet with 
teen males at Benton 
Harbor High School to 
show them there is a bet-
ter way.

“I believe we’ve lost 
generations to mass in-
carceration. We’ve lost 
generations to crack co-
caine, to the drug gang. 
We’ve lost generations of 
young people, young men 
in particular, who are 
dropping out of  school, 
who are making babies 

and are leaving the mom-
mas,” Montgomery said.

One of  his dreams is 
seeing young men becom-
ing real fathers in their 
home and to not only 
graduate from high 
school, but from college, 
he said.

While marching, the 
group stopped at the Ber-
rien County Jail to pray 
for not only those incar-
cerated, but for the cor-
rectional offi cers.

Another MLK Day 
event Monday was at 
Ebenezer Missionary 
Baptist Church in Benton 
Harbor, which held its 
10th annual MLK Non-
Violence Walk.

At that event, Berrien 
County Commissioner 
Marletta Seats said part 
of  the problem is how 
some people in the black 
community are thinking.

“The issue doesn’t start 
over the bridge, but it 
starts with our mind set,” 
she said, adding that peo-
ple can do whatever they 

want to do if  they have 
the right tools.

“Don’t expect a job 
without an education,” 
she said. “Don’t keep 
having children just to get 
a check. Let’s change how 
we do business. ... We 
need to get rid of  this 
mind set that we have that 
we’re entitled to anything. 
Get a rope. Quit asking 
people to help you. Do it 
yourself.”

Benton Harbor school 
board Treasurer James 
F.A. Turner said black 
people need to get in-
volved in their communi-
ty. Turner said he’s gone 
to business events in Ben-
ton Harbor in which he 
has been the only black 
person there.

“We should be a mem-
ber of  the Chamber of 
Commerce,” he said. 
“Cornerstone is right 
across the street from 
(Benton Harbor) City 
Hall.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

About 200 take part 
in MLK Day event

Brian Bennett receives MLK Diversity Award
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
The Rev. Brian Bennett of Over-
fl ow Church in Benton Harbor 
received the 14th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Diversity Award 
on Monday at Lake Michigan 
College.

Bennett is the 
founder and execu-
tive director of 
Overfl ow Christian 
Community De-
velopment Associ-
ation, which oper-
ates several job 
training programs 
in Benton Harbor. 
They include the 

Mosaic Resale Store and Cafe 
Mosaic, Harbor Shine, Youth 
Shine and Harbor Market.

“Our God is for all people,” 
Bennett said as he accepted the 
award. “Not only is he for all 
people, but the foot of the cross is 
the most level ground. Regard-
less of race and class, we fi nd 
unity there. And the idea of 
building bridges has stayed with 
me.”

The award was presented dur-
ing the college’s 20th annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Ceremo-
ny and Awards. Volunteers stayed 
after the ceremony to create more 
than 200 bags of dry bean soup, 
which were to be given to area 
food pantries.

Also at the event, the winners 
of the LMC Student Speaking 
Competition read their winning 
essays. Christian Haack won fi rst 
place and second place went to 
Trajan Smith.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter: @HPWrege
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Jeremiah Burkett of Baroda is helped by his grandmother, Paget Clark of Stevensville, 
as he adds beans to a bag of dry soup mix at Lake Michigan College in Benton Town-
ship on Monday. Volunteers made more than 200 bags of dry soup to be given to area 
food pantries after the 20th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration and Awards 
Ceremony at LMC.

Project 
planned 
for M-139 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The extension of  water 
and sewer lines from the 
Berrien Springs village 
limits along M-139 to the 
U.S. 31 freeway hasn’t 
started yet, but news came 
Monday of  a new devel-
opment coming because 
of  it.

Village President Milt 
Richter reported that de-
veloper Jim Hippler has 
announced plans to build 
a 36-unit apartment build-
ing and a 50-bed assisted 
living facility on land 
south of  Garland Avenue. 
“I thought that was very 
good news,” Richter said. 

Richter said Hippler 

Apartments, 
assisted living 
facility announced
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