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ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT
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Lake Michigan College’s Alec Brown shoots from the outside 
against Schoolcraft College during a Nov. 19 game.

Alec Brown: 
New season, new role for sophomore
By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

Lake Michigan College 
sophomore Alec Brown 
has embraced a new role 
for the Red Hawks. 

The only returning 
starter from last season’s 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association na-
tional fi nals qualifying 
team, Brown has upped 
his scoring from 10 points 
per game last season to 16 
this year. 

According to coach 
Doug Schaffer, he has be-
come a leader on the team 
as well.

“Alec is an outstanding 
shooter and a proven 
scorer,” Schaffer said. “He 
is already receiving inter-
est from four-year colleg-
es to continue his basket-
ball career.”

Originally from Niles, 
Brown will be getting his 
associate’s degree in the 
spring. While he does not 
know where he will attend 
next year, Brown hopes to 
study sports management 
or sports marketing.

“My being a leader is 
more from the experience 
of making the national 
tournament last year,” 
said Brown. “I want to 
pass that along to the oth-
er guys so we hopefully 
make it back this year.”

In the classroom Brown 

carries a 3.16 GPA.
What got you started 

playing basketball? When 
I was 2 or 3 years old I 
used to always watch 
“Sportscenter” on ESPN. 
My parents then got me a 
mini hoop to play indoors. 
I saw my brother playing 
and you always want to 
be like big brother so I 
started playing.

Who did you want to be 
growing up? Tracy McGra-
dy, he just caught my eye. 
He can do anything on 
the court, I liked that.

If you could work for 
any pro team, who would it 
be? The Miami Heat. Mi-
ami’s a pretty nice area 
and Dwyane Wade is my 
favorite player. I think it’d 
be pretty cool working for 
the Heat.

What’s your favorite 
part about playing basket-
ball? Growing up it was 
just dreaming about play-
ing in the NBA, watching 
all the guys on ESPN and 
dreaming about being one 
of them someday. I just 
like the limelight. It’s fun 
to do, if  I have a bad day I 
can relax out there on the 
court.

What do you like doing 
in your spare time? I like 
working out and hanging 
out with my friends, we 
play a lot of NBA 2K. I 
usually win, they can’t 
stop me.

The Herald-Palladium’s Athlete Spotlight, sponsored by Whirlpool Corp., will 
appear weekly on Monday in The HP Sports section during the school year. 
Athletes are chosen by HP staff members. Suggestions for Athlete Spotlight 
are welcome. Email suggestions to sports@TheHP.com. Athletes are limited 
to one selection per school year.
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Michigan State’s Branden Dawson shoots against Northwestern during the second half of Sun-
day’s game. 

Evening it out
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

EAST LANSING — 
Tom Izzo fi gures this game 
was payback for some of 
the tough losses his Michi-
gan State team endured ear-
lier in the season.

“Today’s one we should 
have lost that we won — but 
I can tell you three we 
should have won that we 
lost,” Izzo said Sunday.

Travis Trice had 18 points 
and 10 assists, and Michi-
gan State outlasted North-
western 84-77 in overtime. 
The Spartans held the Wild-
cats without a point in the 
extra session until the fi nal 
minute.

Denzel Valentine scored 
17 points for Michigan 
State, and Branden Dawson 
and Gavin Schilling added 
13 each, but Izzo wasn’t all 
that happy with his team’s 
third straight win.

“Every time I think we’re 
taking a step forward, to 
me, we take a step back, 
and the performance today 
was not one that I’m very 

proud of,” he said.
The extra session was fi -

nally kind to the Spartans, 
who had lost their fi rst three 
overtime games this season, 
including a double-OT de-
feat against Maryland late 
last month. Michigan State 
(12-5, 3-1 Big Ten) had a 
14-point lead in the fi rst 
half, but that was gone by 
halftime, and Northwestern 
(10-6, 1-2) also rallied from 
an 11-point defi cit in the 
second.

Bryant McIntosh led 
Northwestern with 18 
points. Tre Demps added 17 
and JerShon Cobb had 12.

“I’m heartbroken for my 
team because I felt we de-
served to win the game,” 
Wildcats coach Chris Col-
lins said. “I just thought 
our guys were really good 
today. I thought we made a 
lot of plays down the 
stretch.”

Northwestern shot 12 of 
25 from 3-point range.

“It feels good to fi nally 
win a close game, but we 
shouldn’t have let it get that 
close,” Valentine said. “We 
can’t stop playing, and that 
starts on defense. We can’t 
win many Big Ten games 
when teams shoot like 
that.”

Michigan State went on a 

17-2 run in the second half  
to take a 66-55 lead, but 
Northwestern shot its way 
back into the game. Back-
to-back 3-pointers by Vic 
Law and Demps tied it at 
68, and when Demps made 
two free throws with 28 sec-
onds left, the Wildcats led 
72-70.

Valentine drew a foul at 
the other end and made 
both his free throws, and 
Demps missed from the pe-
rimeter in the fi nal seconds 
of regulation.

Michigan State scored 
the fi rst eight points of 
overtime.

The Spartans scored the 
game’s fi rst nine points and 
led 23-9 after a four-point 
play by Bryn Forbes. Col-
lins was called for a techni-
cal foul for arguing with 
9:42 left in the half, but the 
Wildcats eventually found 
their touch from the out-
side. They shot 7 of 12 from 
beyond the arc in the half, 
and it was tied at 40 at half-
time.

A 3-pointer by Nathan 
Taphorn gave the Wildcats 
a 53-49 lead, but Dawson 
and Valentine helped Mich-
igan State build another 
double-digit lead.
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Dallas wide receiver Dez Bryant (88) goes up for a catch against 
Green Bay cornerback Sam Shields (37) during the second half 
of Sunday’s game. 

Rodgers, Packers hang on to beat Cowboys
By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. — 
Hobbled but happy, Aaron 
Rodgers might have felt a 
bit lucky, too.

No matter: 
The All-Pro 
q u a r t e r b a c k 
and his Green 
Bay Packers are 
one step away 
from the Super 
Bowl.

More stationary than 
usual because of a left calf  
injury, Rodgers rallied the 
Packers from an 8-point 

defi cit with two second-half  
touchdowns passes to beat 
Dallas 26-21 Sunday.

The Packers (13-4), 
helped immensely by a vid-
eo reversal with 4:06 re-
maining, went undefeated 
at Lambeau Field this sea-
son. They head to Seattle 
next weekend for the NFC 
title game.

The Seahawks (13-4) beat 
Green Bay in the season 
opener, 36-16.

“I think I got 120 minutes 
left in me,” Rodgers said.

Green Bay might not have 
had any time left in its sea-
son if  not for referee Gene 

Steratore’s decision. Dez 
Bryant’s leaping, bobbling 
31-yard catch at the Packers 
1 on a fourth-and-2 play 
was challenged by Green 
Bay coach Mike McCarthy. 
Instead of fi rst-and-goal for 
Dallas (13-5), the ball went 
over to the Packers.

“Some people think 
throwing the red fl ag is fun,” 
Packers coach Mike McCa-

rthy said. “It was such an 
impactful play, you had to 
challenge. It was a confi dent 
challenge. And a hopeful 
one, too.”

One packed with contro-
versy, as well.

“Look, I’ll tell you this, 
I’ve never seen that a day in 
my life,” Bryant said. “I 
want to know why it wasn’t 
a catch.”

Because Bryant didn’t 
maintain control all the way 
to the ground, as the rule 
states. Replays showed Bry-
ant bobbling the ball as he 

The 
battle 
for a 
true 
champ

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

DALLAS — Ohio State 
and Oregon will meet in a 
game that has never been 
played for a trophy that 
has never been raised.

The winner tonight in 
North Texas can be called 
the truest champion in the 
history of major college 
football.

The fi rst College Foot-
ball Playoff national 
championship game 
matches the second-seed-
ed Ducks and fourth-
seeded Buckeyes at AT&T 
Stadium. 

“It’s college football 
history,” Ohio State coach 
Urban Meyer said Sun-
day during a news confer-
ence with Oregon coach 
Mark Helfrich, with that 
new championship trophy 
sitting in between them.

The days of bowls, polls 
and the BCS having the 
fi nal say about who is No. 
1 are over. The playoff 
that fans wanted for so 
long — and fi nally got — 
will determine a single 
champion.

Oregon (13-1) and its 
Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback Marcus 
Mariota are in search of 
the program’s fi rst nation-
al title, the last remaining 
goal for a school that has 
barged onto the national 
stage over the last two de-
cades with ostentatious 
fl are and fl ashy uniforms.

Ohio State (13-1) is 
shooting for national 
championship No. 5, but 
the fi rst under coach Ur-
ban Meyer, who returned 
to his home state three 
years ago to take over a 
college football goliath 
that was looking to start 
its next golden age.

Tradition rich vs. cut-
ting edge.

The Ducks from the 
Pac-12 raced into the 
championship game with 
an emphatic 59-20 victory 
against Florida State last 
week at the Rose Bowl.

The Buckeyes from the 
Big Ten upset Alabama 
42-35 at the Sugar Bowl 
to cap an improbable re-
bound from an early sea-
son loss and injuries to 
two star quarterbacks. 

“This is much more of a 
business trip, this time 
around,” Ohio State All-
America defensive end 

Michigan State 
struggles, but beats 
Northwestern in OT

See SPARTANS, page B3 See PLAYOFF, page B3

Oregon, Ohio St. 
meet in playoff 
final tonight

See PACKERS, page B3
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