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BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The annual Southwest 
Michigan Horticultural 
Days conference will be 
Feb. 4-5 at Lake Michigan 
College’s Mendel Center, 
organizers announced. 

The Michigan Grape So-
ciety and Michigan State 
University Extension are 
hosting the event in coop-
eration with LMC.

Registration begins at 8 
a.m. both days and all edu-
cational sessions begin at 9 
a.m. The Feb. 4 general 
session will feature presen-
tations about insurance 
options for specialty crops 
using non-insurable agri-
cultural products (NAP) 
under the new farm bill, an 
update on the Food Safety 
Modernization Act 

(FSMA), digital food safe-
ty recordkeeping on a bud-
get, and a panel discussion 
on the use of  the MSU En-
viroweather website. 

There will be education-
al sessions on tree fruit 
both days, vegetable pro-
duction and wine grapes 
Feb. 4, and blueberries and 
all grapes Feb. 5.

The event further fea-

tures a trade show and 
raffle.

Restricted use pesticide 
recertification credits have 
been requested for all edu-
cational sessions.  

Registration is $30 at the 
door and includes lunch 
for both days. Early regis-
tration is $25 and must be 
postmarked by Jan. 27. 
Mail registration to: Mich-

igan Grape Society, P.O. 
Box 151, Baroda, MI  
49101, Attention: Allen 
Zelmer.  

Registration forms and 
programs can be obtained 
from the Southwest Michi-
gan Research and Exten-
sion Center (SWMREC), 
1791 Hillandale Road, 
Benton Township, or by 
calling 944-1477, Ext. 201; 

and from the Berrien 
County MSU Extension 
office, 1737 Hillandale 
Road.  

Preregistration form and 
program can be found at 
Events section at   http://
agbioresearch.msu.edu/
centers/swmrec

For registration infor-
mation only, call Zelmer at 
269-870-5265.

Horticulture Days set for Feb. 4-5 at LMC

BERRIEN 
COUNTY  
TRIAL COURT

Sentences

St. Joseph

Burglary
Philip J. Frank, 19, Lake-

shore Drive, St. Joseph, 90 
days in jail, 18 months’ pro-
bation and $2,028 for break-
ing and entering a barn at 
5601 Hollywood Road, Roy-
alton Township, Nov. 6.

Joe A. Archibald, 59, Union 
Street, Benton Township, 10 
days in jail, 18 months’ pro-
bation, $6,380 restitution, 
fine and costs of $1,098 
and 40 hours of community 
service for two counts of 
illegal entry. Archibald 
entered The Herald-Palladi-
um on Hollywood Road in 
St. Joseph Township on Oct. 
10 and Oct. 18 to steal alu-
minum plates to sell for 
scrap, according to court 
records.

Fleeing or resisting 
police

Russell H. Walters, 57, 
Pearl Street, Benton Harbor, 
210 days in jail for resisting 
and obstructing Benton 
Township officers Stephen 
Chaffin and Mike Dendooven 
on Nov. 25 on North Shore 
Drive in Benton Township.

Cindi L. Jones, 42, South 
Bend, 45 days in jail for 
resisting and obstructing 
state police Sgt. Steve Bark-

er following a traffic stop 
Oct. 19 on the U.S. 31 free-
way in Benton Township.

Assault
Louis E. Lacy-Garrett, 33, 

Waukonda Avenue, Benton 
Harbor, 66 days in jail (credit 
for 66 days already served) 
for second-offense domestic 
violence, assault and battery 
on Jessica Overson on Oct. 
23 at 261 River Terrace, 
Benton Harbor.

Other 
Maurice L. Ray, 24, Brad-

ford Drive, St. Joseph Town-
ship, 90 days in jail, two 
years’ probation and $1,188 
for possession of ammuni-
tion by a convicted felon 
Nov. 26 at 278 River Terrace, 
Benton Harbor. Ray is pro-
hibited from possessing fire-
arms or ammunition 
because he has a prior felo-
ny conviction for second-
degree home invasion, 
according to court records.

Alfred Banks Jr., 47, Colfax 
Avenue, Benton Township, 
90 days in jail, 180 days on 
tether, two years’ probation, 
$2,208 and 480 hours of 
community service for third-
offense driving while intoxi-
cated Oct. 26 in St. Joseph 
Township.

Richard E. Patton, 45, 
South Bend, 60 days in jail, 
one year on probation and 
$3,132 for failing to pay 
child support to Denise Pat-
ton and the state Depart-
ment of Human Services 
from June 1, 2007, through 
Jan. 31, 2010, as required 
by a court order.

Arrest made in South 
Haven armed robbery

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
24-year-old South Haven 
man was arrested Saturday 
for allegedly robbing the 
Boost Mobile/U-haul store, 
according to a press release 
from the South Haven Police 
Department.

Officers responded to the 
report of an armed robbery 
at the store at 11:35 a.m. The 
suspect fled upon the offi-
cers’ arrival. He was arrested 
a short time later with assis-
tance from the Michigan 
State Police Canine unit, Co-
vert Township Police and the 
Van Buren County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

The suspect is in the Van 
Buren County Jail pending 
arraingment.

BH schools seek to  
fill board vacancy

BENTON HARBOR — 
Anyone interested in filling a 
vacancy on the Benton Har-
bor school board should 
submit a letter of interest by 
4 p.m. Friday to Marion Ed-
wards, recording secretary, 
at 636 Pipestone Road, Ben-
ton Harbor, MI 49022.

The position to be filled is 
a two-year partial term. 

Candidates must live in 
the Benton Harbor School 
District. The letter should 
list qualifications and experi-
ence.

Candidates will be inter-

viewed in open session at 6 
p.m. Jan. 26 at the district’s 
administration offices at 636 
Pipestone Road.

Niles schools get new 
but familiar chief

NILES — Former Niles 
school administrator Dan 
Applegate is rejoining the 
district as its next superin-
tendent pending salary ne-
gotiations.

The school 
board agreed 
last week to 
hire Apple-
gate to over-
see Berrien 
County’s larg-
est district. 
The board in-
terviewed him 
and five other 
finalists. The job has been 
posted as having a starting 
annual salary of $125,000.

Applegate, 45, worked 15 
years for the Niles district 
before leaving at the end of 
2012 to take a job as assess-
ment and accreditation co-
ordinator at St. Mary’s Col-
lege in South Bend. 

The district has been 
without a permanent su-
perintendent since March 
when Richard Weigel re-
signed amidst controversy 
over disagreements with 
other staff. Retired New 
Buffalo Superintendent 
Michael Lindley has been 
serving as the interim su-
perintendent since.

Snowplow drivers  
save 120-year-old  
home from fire

ALLOUEZ (AP) — Snow 
indirectly saved a 120-year-
old house in Michigan’s Up-
per Peninsula.

A man plowing snow on a 
road in Keweenaw County 
noticed an orange glow in 
the basement window of 
Donna Effinger’s home. His 
partner, Cody Carlson, took 
a fire extinguisher off the 
county truck and put out the 
blaze last week in Allouez 
(AL’-oh-way), a tiny town 
near the tip of the Keweenaw 
Peninsula.

Effinger says she can’t ex-
press enough thanks to Carl-
son and Tom Talbensaari, 
who plow roads and double 
as volunteer firefighters. The 
house was built by her great-
great-grandfather.

WLUC-TV says the fire 
was caused by wood drying 
on a basement stove. It 
caused only minor damage.   

Wolf attacks up in 
Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula in 2014 

GRAND RAPIDS (AP) 
— Wolf attacks in Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula killed 
at least 26 cattle and 17 hunt-
ing dogs last year.

MLive.com says the num-
bers come from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
through Dec. 22. The num-

ber of attacks, 35, was higher 
than the 20 reported in 
2013.

DNR spokesman Debbie 
Munson Badini says it’s hard 
to draw many conclusions. 
She says wolves may have 
turned more to cattle and 
dogs because harsh winters 
have cut the number of deer. 
The dogs were killed while 
hunting or being trained. 

The DNR estimates there 
were more than 630 wolves 
in the Upper Peninsula last 
year, compared to 658 in 
2013. A wolf hunt in 2013 
killed 22. There was no hunt 
last year.

Snyder signs law 
requiring study of cost 
to educate students

LANSING (AP) — The 
state of Michigan will pay for 
a study within a year to deter-
mine what it costs to suffi-
ciently educate a student.

The law signed this week 
by Gov. Rick Snyder requires 
the state to then report the 
study’s finding to the Legis-
lature, governor and state 
auditor.

The statewide cost study 
will determine the sufficient 
resources per student to pro-
vide a public education that 
enables the pupil to success-
fully satisfy graduation re-
quirements. The study also 
will consider if funding of 
public education is distributed 
so all children have an equal 
opportunity to succeed.
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