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Battle of the Fans 
finalists announced

The Buchanan and Dow-
agiac student sections have 
both been named finalists 
for the MHSAA Battle of 
the Fans IV competition.

Buchanan, the 2013 win-
ner, and Dowagiac are two 
of five finalists, which in-
clude Beaverton, St. Johns 
and Yale.

Buchanan will be visited 
for its home game on Jan. 
30 against Brandywine, and 
Dowagiac will be visited on 
Feb. 13 for its game against 
Edwardsburg.

The winner will be an-
nounced on Feb. 20.

The MHSAA will recog-
nize the top student section 
during a video presentation 
during the boys and girls 
state basketball finals at 
Michigan State University.

LMC men roll            
to win over Lansing

LaBradford Sebree 
scored 28 points and the 
Lake Michigan College 
men remained unbeaten in 
league play with a 84-75 
win over Lansing on 
Wednesday.

LMC (4-0 MCCAA 
West, 13-4) built its lead up 
to 12 in the second half, 
but had to fend off Lan-
sing on multiple occasions 
to secure the win.

“Hard fough win to-
night. Total team effort,” 
LMC coach Doug Schaf-
fer said. “Lansing kept 
coming at us in the second 
half and we held them off 
every time.”

Sebree, the game’s lead-
ing scorer, was 15 of 16 
from the free throw line to 
help the RedHawks down 
the stretch.

“We made just enough 
free throws the secure the 
win,” Schaffer said.

Darrel Ivy scored 13 
points and had eight re-
bounds, and Arsenio Ar-
rington score 14 points 
while pulling down seven 
rebounds.

The RedHaws led 37-29 
at halftime.

Cubs trade Kickham 
for minor leaguer

SEATTLE (AP) — The 
Seattle Mariners have ac-
quired left-handed pitcher 
Mike Kickham from the 
Chicago Cubs in exchange 
for minor-league pitcher 
Lars Huijer.

Seattle designated for 
assignment Anthony Fer-
nandez to clear a spot on 
the 40-man roster. 

The 26-year-old Kick-
ham spent his entire career 
in the San Francisco Gi-
ants organization before 
being claimed off waivers 
by Chicago in late Decem-
ber. He was designated for 
assignment earlier this 
month when the Cubs 
signed outfielder Chris De-
norfia. 

Kickham was 8-8 with a 
4.43 ERA last season at 
Triple-A Fresno. He made 
27 starts and was fourth in 
the Pacific Coast League 
in strikeouts. Kickham had 
limited experience with the 
Giants, going 0-3 with a 
10.98 ERA making 14 ap-
pearances over two sea-
sons. 

Huijer did not pitch 
above Single-A last season 
in the Mariners organiza-
tion.

U-M hires Jackson    
as secondary coach

ANN ARBOR, Mich. 
(AP) — Greg Jackson has 
been hired as the second-
ary coach at Michigan.

Jackson will keep work-
ing with new Michigan 
coach Jim Harbaugh. He 
spent the last four seasons 
working with defensive 
backs for the San Francis-
co 49ers while Harbaugh 
was their coach.

Jackson also has experi-
ence coaching in the Big 
Ten. He was an assistant 
linebackers coach at Wis-
consin in 2010, while also 
coaching nickelbacks.

IN BRIEF

Television today

1:00 p.m. Golf Latin 
America Amateur Championship, 
First Round. From Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. (Live)

7:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Penn 
State at Nebraska. (Live)

College Basketball 
Cincinnati vs. Memphis. (Live)

College 
Basketball Auburn vs. Florida. 
(Live)

PGA Tour Golf Sony 
Open, First Round. From Waialae 
Country Club in Honolulu. (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Alabama-Birming-
ham at Louisiana Tech. (Live)

NHL Hockey 
Detroit Red Wings at St. Louis 
Blues. (Live)

NBA Basketball Okla-
homa City Thunder at Houston 
Rockets. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Maryland 
at Rutgers. (Live)

College Basketball 
Colorado at Arizona. (Live)

College Basketball 
Nebraska at Wisconsin. (Live) 

10:00 p.m. College Bas-
ketball Utah at Arizona State. 
(Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Basket-
ball Cleveland Cavaliers at Los 
Angeles Lakers. (Live) 

5:00 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf Abu Dhabi 
HSBC Championship, Second 
Round. (Live)

Friday

1:00 p.m. Golf Latin 
America Amateur Championship, 
Second Round. From Buenos Ai-
res, Argentina. (Live)

7:00 p.m. College 
Wrestling Ohio State at Michi-
gan State. (Live)

NBA Basketball 
Detroit Pistons at Indiana Pacers. 
(Live)

PGA Tour Golf Sony 
Open, Second Round. From Wa-
ialae Country Club in Honolulu. 
(Live)

7:30 p.m. College 
Hockey Connecticut at Notre 
Dame. (Live) 

8:00 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Golden State Warriors 
at Oklahoma City Thunder. (Live)

Women’s College 
Basketball Creighton at Provi-
dence. (Live) 

8:30 p.m. NHL Hock-
ey Winnipeg Jets at Chicago 
Blackhawks. (Live)

9:00 p.m. Boxing Fri-
day Night Fights. Willie Monroe 
Jr. vs. Brian Vera. (Live) 

 College Hockey Wis-
consin at Minnesota. (Live)

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Cleveland Cavaliers at 
Los Angeles Clippers. (Live)

4:00 a.m. European 
PGA Tour Golf Abu Dhabi 
HSBC Championship, Third 
Round. (Live) 

Radio today

No local events scheduled.

Friday

5:40 p.m.
High school basketball — 
Benton Harbor at Lakeshore 
doubleheader (WSJM-AM, 1400)

7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basketball 
— South Haven at Paw Paw 
(WSCY-FM, 103.7)

7:30 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Celtics (WVMP-
AM, 1000)

8:30 p.m.
NHL — Jets at Blackhawks 
(WGN-AM, 720)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 749

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 220

Austin Bornheim
Sports Writer
abornheim@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 222

Teams go for defense with coaches

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The New York Jets stuck 
with defense. The San Fran-
cisco 49ers and Oakland 
Raiders are giving it a try, 
too.

The Jets hired Arizona 
defensive coordinator Todd 
Bowles as head coach 
Wednesday, the 49ers pro-
moted longtime defensive 
line coach Jim Tomsula, 
and the Raiders turned to 
Denver defensive coordina-
tor Jack Del Rio. Denver, 
Atlanta and Chicago still 
have openings.

The 49ers said Tomsula 
will be formally introduced 
today at a news conference 
that comes after a more 
than two-week search that 
ended right in house.

Tomsula replaces Jim 
Harbaugh, who parted 
ways with the 49ers on Dec. 
28 in what the team called a 
“mutual decision.” Har-
baugh was introduced as 
Michigan’s coach two days 
later following a successful 
four-year stint during which 
the 49ers reached three 
straight NFC champion-
ship games and a Super 
Bowl.

“After conducting a thor-
ough coaching search, and 
meeting with a number of 
outstanding candidates, Jim 
Tomsula clearly is the right 
man to lead this team,” 
CEO Jed York said in a 
statement.

San Francisco went 8-8 
this season and missed the 
playoffs. 

The Jets made it official 
with Bowles, also a top can-
didate for the Atlanta job, a 
day after hiring former 
Houston director of college 
scouting Mike Maccagnan 
as general manager. They 
fired Rex Ryan and general 
manager John Idzik on Dec. 
29 following a 4-12 finish.

Bowles, a former NFL 
defensive back, is the Jets’ 
sixth straight defensive-fo-

cused head coach and fifth 
since owner Woody John-
son took over in 2000, fol-
lowing Bill Parcells, Al 
Groh, Herm Edwards, Eric 
Mangini and Ryan.

Bowles from Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, was the Jets’ 
defensive backs coach un-
der Groh in 2000 season. 
He beat out five other can-
didates who interviewed, 
including Seattle defensive 
coordinator Dan Quinn 
and former Buffalo coach 
Doug Marrone.

A person with knowledge 
of the Del Rio’s hiring said 
a deal was agreed to 
Wednesday, not long after 
the team told interim coach 
Tony Sparano he would not 
get the job. 

Del Rio, a former NFL 
linebacker, was the head 
coach in Jacksonville for 
nine seasons before spend-
ing the past three as Den-
ver’s defensive coordinator.

Sparano was elevated 
from offensive line coach 
during the season to replace 
the fired Dennis Allen. 
Oakland went 3-9 under 
Sparano after losing the 
first four games under Al-
len.

Ryan ended up in Buffalo 
on Monday and was as 
brash and bold as ever 
Wednesday at his first news 
conference.

“Is this thing on?” Ryan 
said, tapping the micro-
phone. “Because it’s getting 
ready to be on.”

Outlining his objectives, 
Ryan said the job is his last 
chance to prove himself. He 

vowed to build the Bills into 
“a bully” and said he has an 
additional chip on his 
shoulder after being fired 
by the Jets.

“Yes, it’s personal,” he 
said, about being fired. “It’s 
embarrassing.”

Marrone shocked the 
Bills by stepping down Dec. 
31. The second-year coach 
opted out of his contract 
after Terry and Kim Pegula 
purchased the franchise in 
October. Ryan made a 
veiled reference to Mar-
rone’s departure by saying: 
“This football team de-
serves a loyal coach.”

Bowles becomes the fifth 
black head coach currently 
in the NFL, joining Pitts-
burgh’s Mike Tomlin, Cin-
cinnati’s Marvin Lewis, 
Tampa Bay’s Lovie Smith 
and Detroit’s Jim Caldwell.

A person with knowledge 
of the situation told The 
Associated Press that for-
mer Dallas and Buffalo 
head coach Chan Gailey 
will be Bowles’ offensive co-
ordinator. Gailey was out 
of football the last two sea-
sons after being fired as the 
Bills’ coach after the 2012 
season.

Bears interview Fox          
for coaching job

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — 
John Fox interviewed for 
the Chicago Bears’ coach-
ing job Wednesday, two 
days parting ways with the 
Denver Broncos.

Fox is at least the sixth 
candidate to interview for 

the job. He’s widely seen as 
a strong possibility given 
his record and his ties to 
consultant Ernie Accorsi 
and new general manager 
Ryan Pace.

Fox was the defensive co-
ordinator for the New York 
Giants from 1997 to 2001 
when Accorsi was the GM. 
Saints coach Sean Payton 
was the offensive coordina-
tor for part of that time, 
and he is tight with Pace, 
who was hired out of New 
Orleans’ front office.

Fox won the AFC West 
all four of his years in Den-
ver, but each of those sea-
sons ended in ugly losses, 
including a 24-13 upset by 
Indianapolis this year. He 
was 49-22 with the Broncos, 
including the playoffs, fol-
lowing a 78-74 record in 
nine years with Carolina, 
counting the postseason.

He led the Panthers to a 
Super Bowl with Jake Del-
homme at quarterback and 
got back there last year with 
Peyton Manning. The 
Broncos got blown out 43-8 
by Seattle, convincing gen-
eral manager John Elway to 
spend $60 million in guar-
antees on new defensive 
players so his quarterback 
shouldn’t have to carry the 
load by himself.

Colts linebacker McNary 
charged with rape

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Prosecutors in Indianapolis 
have filed charges of rape, 
criminal confinement with 
bodily injury and battery 
resulting in bodily injury 
against backup Colts line-
backer Josh McNary.

Peg McLeish, a spokes-
woman in the city prosecu-
tor’s office, confirmed 
Wednesday that the charges 
were filed. No details were 
released.

McNary has been with 
the Colts for two seasons 
after finishing his college 
career as Army’s all-time 
leader in sacks and tackles 
for loss.

He has 20 tackles in 16 
games and no tackles in the 
playoffs.

NFL hires so far 
have been on 
one side of ball

Bill Wippert / AP

Rex Ryan speaks during a news conference Wednesday where 
he was introduced as the new head coach of the Buffalo Bills.
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