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Denise Bohn-Stewart of St. 
Joseph is working her last 

day as a reporter with a South 
Bend television station today be-
fore returning to Mid-West Fam-
ily Broadcasting to host the 
morning radio show with Jonny 
Reinhardt on 98.3 (WCXT) The 
Coast on Jan. 5.

But she is much more than an 
on-air talent. She’s also a wife, 
mother and breast cancer survi-
vor.

While working at the radio sta-
tion, she will continue at her part-
time job with Susan G. Komen 
Southwest Michigan in Kalama-
zoo.

A native of the area, she said 
she was born and raised in Mill-
burg.

“It’s a little hick town,” she 
said. “I’m a hillbilly at heart.”

Through all of her travels to 
work at places like Los Angeles 
and Las Vegas, she said she was 
always drawn back to her roots.

“I’ve always thought that 
Southwest Michigan is a really 
special place,” said the 1989 grad-
uate of Michigan Lutheran High 
School in St. Joseph. “You can be 
in a rotten mood and drive by the 
lake and it turns your whole 
world around. I think the people 
here are very special.”

Bohn-Stewart sat down with 
Staff Writer Louise Wrege re-
cently to discuss her life.

Where did you go to college?
I went to Michigan State – go 

Spartans. I have a degree in com-
munications. I also did some ad-
ditional studies at SMC (South-
western Michigan College) and 
UNLV (University of Nevada-
Las Vegas). I absolutely fell in 
love with (Las Vegas).

From there, I moved to LA 
(Los Angeles) and I worked on 
an internship for the Arsenio 
Hall Show.

How did you like working for 
the Arsenio Hall Show?

It was a lot of fun. He’s a very 
hard worker. I got to meet a lot 
of celebrities. Robin Williams. Ja-
mie Lee Curtis. Evander Holy-
fi eld. It was quite an experience.

You didn’t want to move back to 
LA?

LA’s kind of crazy. Driving 
anywhere will take you hours and 
hours. I loved the experience, but 
I didn’t have any desire to actu-
ally live there.

What happened after you grad-
uated?

I did two more internships at 
NBC in Chicago, Channel 5. I 
worked for Joan Esposito, who 
was an anchor there. I also worked 
for the Jerry Springer Show.

I tell people I worked for the 

show before it got nuts. It was 
kind of a normal talk show back 
then. I worked in the research de-
partment.

They actually hired me on a 
part time basis. It was a good 
couple of hours commute. But I 
was used to the traffi c because I’d 
lived in LA.

When did you fi rst work for 
Mid-West Family Broadcasting?

My fi rst real job out of college 
was here. They hired me in sales. 
I wanted to get my foot in the 
door. I had gotten tired of travel-
ing. I worked in sales for six 
months and hated it. Fortunately, 
the news director at the time, he 
and I had become friends. He 
knew that I had an interest in 
news. He started giving me little 
assignments here and there. After 
that, they decided they wanted 
me as a reporter full time. Later, I 
was promoted as news director. 

Some people may remember, 
while I was still here, I was in a 
really bad car accident and broke 
my neck. The community really 
rallied around me. That was in 
1996. I was very fortunate, I’m 
kind of like a bionic woman. I 
have titanium rods in my neck.

How did you end up at Channel 
22 (WSBT)?

It was the end of 1999. I got an 
interest in television. I wanted a 
different way to be able to tell a 
story. I wanted to be able to visu-
ally show the people we were in-
terviewing.

Where did you meet your hus-
band?

I met my husband (Eric Stew-
art) at South Shore Raquet Club 
in St. Joe.

We have four children altogeth-
er. I have a step-son, who is 20. 
And then we have three little ones, 
who are 6, 8 and 9. They’re my 
greatest accomplishment. I think 
the hardest job in the world truly 
is being a mom. I stayed home for 

seven years to help raise them. I 
got married later in life. I had my 
fi rst one at 35. Then every 15 
months, I had a baby.

When did you have breast can-
cer?

That happened after giving 
birth to my last son. He was 2 
months old. I was doing a self  
breast exam and I found a lump. 
In the end, I went through three 
lumpectomies. And then, because 
of my age and the type of cancer 
was, ‘triple negative,’ they recom-
mended chemotherapy. It’s highly 
aggressive. I had fi ve months of 
chemotherapy. 

You did all this with young chil-
dren?

I had three babies in diapers 
(while) battling breast cancer. 
But I had a lot of support from 
family and friends. I could not 
have done it without the support 
from my husband and family. My 
church was a great support. 
That’s what you need and that’s 
why I’m so involved in the cause. 

Why are you returning to ra-
dio?

The radio station approached 
me about a month ago about this 
opportunity, and I was really in-
trigued by it. One, it allowed me 
to be home with the kids when 
they got home from school. And 
two, it will allow me to share 
more of the fun side of my per-
sonality. In this position, I’ll 
hopefully make people laugh, 
maybe cry a little bit. Get them 
thinking about things. But, when 
I’m done with that, I’ll be able to 
do what I love, which is news. I’ll 
be doing the morning show Mon-
day through Friday. And then 
three days a week, I’ll be doing 
news. We’re working on creating 
a new digital online newscast that 
I’ll be anchoring and helping to 
produce.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter @HPWrege
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Former South Bend television reporter Denise Bohn Stewart of St. Joseph 
will join Jonny Reinhardt Jan. 5 on 98.3 The Coast in the mornings. Stewart, 
shown here last week, is a cancer survivor and she continues to work with 
Susan G. Komen Southwest Michigan.

Television 
reporter 
shifting 
to radio

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP — It’s 
been a big year for Lake Michi-
gan College, with brick and mor-
tar projects grabbing a lot of 
public attention.

But the work that goes on be-
hind the scenes is equally impor-
tant.

That’s how LMC President 
Bob Harrison sums up a year 
that saw the institution construct 
its fi rst student housing complex, 
signifi cantly expand academic 
offerings and prepare for major 
upgrades of its main campus on 
Napier Avenue.

“We’ve had a busy, busy year,” 
Harrison said. “It’s been a chal-
lenging year, and an interesting 
year. We’re addressing some of 
the issues, and we’re working 
hard to overcome them.”

Still, there’s no question that 
the construction of Beckwith 
Hall, which the college dedicated 
in July at an estimated cost of 
$8.3 million, has helped to raised 
LMC’s profi le signifi cantly, Har-
rison said.

The college anticipates an oc-
cupancy of 127 students toward 
the 188-unit maximum capacity 
for the spring 2015 semester.

“We’re started getting deposits 
for next year already. It’s done 
what it was intended to do,” Har-
rison said. “Typically, the profi le 
is recent grads of one, two or 
three years ago. They  come from 
all over our area high schools. 
It’s given our coaches one more 
thing to offer high-caliber stu-
dents.”

All about the academics
For all the excitement that 

Beckwith’s construction has cre-
ated, none of it would matter 
without the academic offerings 
to back it up, Harrison said.

In May, the college awarded 
488 degrees and certifi cates to 
473 students – including 453 as-
sociate degrees, 23 certifi cates of 
achievement, and 12 Level 1 cer-
tifi cates.

“We had a great year, com-
mencement-wise. We tend to 
think about projects, but there’s a 
lot of day-to-day hard work that 
goes in,” he said.

Major academic developments 
include nine program approvals, 
led by LMC’s fi rst baccalaureate 
program, which held its fi rst 
courses this fall. That allows the 
college to offer a bachelor of ap-
plied science in energy produc-
tion and distribution manage-
ment.

The program “takes the col-
lege’s existing associate degree in 
energy production to the next 
level,” according to a highlights 
list prepared by LMC.

The Higher Learning Commis-
sion also approved an associate’s 
degree in enology and viticulture, 
which LMC will begin offering 
next fall with an initial class of 
10 to 15 students, Harrison said.

“We tend to think there’s a po-
tential to help the industry grow. 
With wine, there’s a spinoff effect 
into the tourism and hospitality 
industries,” he said.

Construction has been com-
pleted for the winery that stu-
dents will use, the curriculum is 
ready, and the college has hired 
winemaker Michael Moyer, of 
Walla Walla, Wash., as the new 
program’s director. He’ll start in 
January.

“He’s got a master’s (degree) in 
enology and viticulture. He’s 
taught for seven years with a pro-
gram like this, and worked as a 
winemaker in private industry,” 
Harrison said. “We’re really de-
lighted to have him come.”

Investing in the future
In October, the LMC board 

approved an application for a 
$16.9 million state capital outlay 
grant. If  approved, it would cov-
er the cost of  major upgrades of 
classrooms and lecture halls at 
the Napier Avenue campus, and 
to the heating, ventilation, cool-
ing and air-conditioning sys-
tem.

The mechanical systems proj-
ect carries an $3.4 million total 
estimated price tag and has oc-
cupied the college’s wish list for 
a long time, according to Harri-
son.

“That’ll bring about a quarter 
of  a million dollars in savings on 
energy costs,” he said.

A successful application would 
require LMC to match half  the 
funding. The college’s applica-
tion is currently ranked third on 
the state’s approval list, which 
now awaits action in the next 
legislative session.

“We’re going to keep pushing 
on it,” Harrison said. “This 
grant was originally submitted 
about six years ago. A quarter 
of  a million dollars a year starts 
to add up to real money, so the 
savings are signifi cant,” Harri-
son said.

Moving toward Napier Avenue
The year ended with a bang 

with the LMC board approving 
the sale of   the M-TEC Center  
at 400 Klock Road  in Benton 
Township to Whirlpool Corp.

The sale is part of  a plan to 
house all manufacturing tech-
nology programs at the Napier 
Avenue campus.

As part of  that effort, the col-
lege is applying for $1.5 million 
to $2 million in Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corp. fund-
ing to build a new technology 
center. The project is expected 
to support the creation of  260 
area jobs in three years.

The board’s decision comes 
down to logistics and a discus-
sion with area employers about 
what the future of  manufactur-
ing will look like, in Harrison’s 
view.

Student head counts bounce 
between 200 and  400 at M-TEC, 
and 500 to 700 at the Bertrand 
Crossing and South Haven cam-
pus, Harrison said.

Since the bulk of  LMC’s 3,500 
students are at Napier Avenue, it 
makes sense to create a facility 
to serve that campus, he said.

“That’s driven by our desire to 
help manufacturing grow, and 
also, to attract more students 
into the programs. Having a cen-
ter here on this campus allows 
us to have something that stu-
dents can see,” Harrison said.

Here are some additional aca-
demic and non-academic high-
lights of  LMC’s last 12 months:

■ Completed construction of 
enhanced student amenities, in-
cluding a concession-restroom 
facility, fi re pit, gas-fi red grills, 
site security lighting, and volley-
ball court.

■ Consolidated new Health 
Education Institute programs 
(certifi ed nursing assistant, med-
ical assistant, phlebotomy) in 
renovated facilities at Napier 
Avenue.

■ The Red Hawk men’s and 
women’s basketball teams both 
competed in national tourna-
ment play.

■ The Red Hawk women com-
peted nationally for a third con-
secutive year, fi nishing seventh. 
They also won the regular sea-
son league tile and posted a 26-5 
record.

■ The men were NJCAA Dis-
trict 9 champions, and made to 
the national tournament for the 
fi rst time since 2005. Three play-
ers also made the All-Tourna-
ment team, while Doug Schaffer 
was named “Coach of  the 
Year.”

■ Raised $330,344 at the Win-
ner’s Circle Auction, making it 
the second largest of  the 24 auc-
tions held so far. Since 1989, the 
event has raised $3.9 million for 
scholarships.

LMC reaches 
new milestones 
during 2014

BENTON TWP.

Student housing, 
expanded course list 
raise college’s profile

By ED WHITE
Associated Press

DETROIT — Richard Bern-
stein offi cially joins the Michigan 
Supreme Court in a few days. But 
he’s been working off the clock 
since November, preparing for 10 
cases in an extraordinary way – 
memorizing the key points of ev-
ery brief read to him by an aide.

Bernstein, 41, has been blind 
since birth. After winning the elec-
tion, an assistant at his family’s 
Detroit-area law fi rm began read-
ing briefs to him for mid-January 
arguments, including a medical 
marijuana case and a labor dis-
pute covering thousands of state 
employees.

“It would be much easier if I 
could read and write like everyone 
else, but that’s not how I was cre-
ated,” Bernstein said. “No ques-
tion, it requires a lot more work, 
but the fl ip side is it requires you 
to operate at the highest level of 
preparedness. ... This is what I’ve 

done my entire life. This goes all 
the way back to grade school for 
me.”

Michigan has never had a blind 
judge on its highest court, and few 
other states have. In Missouri, 
Justice Richard Teitelman has 
been legally blind since age 13. 
Judge David Tatel, who is blind, 
sits on a federal appeals court in 
Washington, D.C.

“Every new justice has to make 
a transition from whatever life he 
or she had before,” Chief Justice 
Robert Young Jr. said. “His will 
be different than others, but he’s 
extraordinarily successful and 
very driven. You don’t enter Iron-
man competitions without having 
a steel backbone.”

Indeed, Bernstein’s remarkable 
background undoubtedly ap-
pealed to voters. He has run more 
than 15 marathons, and in 2008 
completed a triathlon by riding a 
bike 112 miles, running 26.2 miles 
and swimming 2.4 miles with the 
help of guides. In 2012, he made 

headlines in New York City after 
being struck by a speeding bicy-
clist while running in Central 
Park, a collision that put him in a 
hospital for weeks.

Bernstein is widely known in 
southeastern Michigan because 
his family’s personal-injury law 
fi rm regularly advertises on TV. 
He spent more than $1.8 million 
of his own money to campaign 
for the state Supreme Court. His 
slogan? “Blind Justice.”

As one of only two Democrats 
on the seven-member court, Bern-
stein is unlikely to crack the court’s 
conservative sway. But he’s still ex-
pected to make a difference.

“His own experience and back-
ground is different than anyone 
else’s at the conference table,” said 
Justice Bridget McCormack, who 
was a law professor before being 
elected in 2012. “Richard knows a 
whole lot about disability law the 
rest of us don’t. We don’t get a lot 
of those cases. Who knows how it 
will be useful?”

Blind judge making history on court


