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NIGHTLIFE
Nightlife appears Thursdays in The 

Herald-Palladium. Cover charges are 
noted where applicable. Schedules 
subject to change. Contact venues for 
the most up-to-date information.

Restaurants, bars and night clubs 
submitting announcements should 
include time and admission costs. 
Submissions must be received by 5 
p.m. Friday to appear in the follow-
ing Thursday. Email to Focus@TheHP.
com, fax to 429-4398 or mail to Focus 
Department, The Herald-Palladium, 
P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085. 
For questions, call Jeremy D. Bonfiglio 
at 932-0364.

221 MAIN RESTAURANT & 
COCKTAIL HOUSE: 221 Main 
St., St. Joseph; 982-4000 or 
www.PlayersStJoe.com: FRI-
DAY/SATURDAY – DJ dancing, 
10 p.m.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 
105: 645 Paw Paw Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor; 487-8461: FRIDAY 
– Oldies Blast Dance 
(1950s-’60s) with Rockin’ 
Randy, 7-10 p.m., $2.

ARROWHEAD BAR & 
GRILL: 20 W. Main St., Hart-
ford; 621-4100: FRIDAY/SAT-
URDAY – Karaoke, 9 p.m.

 BABE’S LOUNGE: 565 Riv-
erview Drive, Benton Harbor; 
925-3787: TONIGHT – Kara-
oke, 7 p.m. FRIDAY – Karaoke, 
9 p.m.

BLUE CHIP CASINO: 777 
Blue Chip Drive, Michigan 
City, Ind.; 888-879-7711 or 
www.bluechipcasino.com: 
TODAY – Classical Blast,  
1 p.m. FRIDAY – Soda, 7 p.m.; 
DJ Double E and Friends,  
11 p.m.; Crawpuppies, 11:30 
p.m. SATURDAY – Monterrey, 
2:30 p.m.; Jamrose, 7 p.m.; 
Killer Flamingos, 11 p.m., $5; 
April’s Reign, 11:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY – Spike and The 
Spitwads, 1 p.m.; Smokin’ 
Gunz, 6 p.m. TUESDAY – Wine 
& Canvas, 6:30 p.m., $35.

THE BUCK BURGERS & 
BREW: 412 State St., St. 
Joseph; 281-0320 or eatatthe 
buck.com: 7 p.m. FRIDAY – Ed 
Skjordal, 7 p.m. SATURDAY – 
Lindsey Mierau, 7 p.m. MON-
DAY – Team Trivia, 7 p.m.

CHOCOLATE CAFÉ: 300 
State St., St. Joseph; 985-
9866: FRIDAY – Mockingbird, 
7 p.m. SATURDAY – Noah 
Privett, 7 p.m. 

CRAVINGS BISTRO & 
BREW PUB: 1599 Mall Drive, 
Benton Harbor; 934-9700: 
FRIDAY – Jeff Brown, 7 p.m. 
SATURDAY – Michael Wier,  
7 p.m.

THE CURVE INN: 10336 

Blue Star Highway, South 
Haven; 637-5070: FRIDAY/
SATURDAY – Big Bear kara-
oke, 9 p.m.

CZAR’S 505: 505 Pleasant 
St., St. Joseph; 983-1166 or 
www.czars.com: TONIGHT – 
Comedy night with Fred Pot-
ter & James Hodge, 9 p.m. 
FRIDAY – Di Maschine Reg-
gae Band featuring Bunny 
Jackson, 10 p.m., $5. SAT-
URDAY – Brian Randall 
Band, 10 p.m., $5.

HARD ROCK CAFÉ AT FOUR 
WINDS CASINO RESORT: 
11111 Wilson Road, New Buf-
falo; 866-494-6371 or www.
fourwindscasino.com: FRIDAY 
– Top Secret Band, 10 p.m. 
SATURDAY – Attention Defi-
cit, 10 p.m. WEDNESDAY – 
Wine & Canvas, 6 p.m., $35.

HAWGSVILLE SALOON: 365 
N Main St., Watervliet; 201-
7120: SATURDAY – Laser light 
karaoke with Bear, 9 p.m.

HIDDEN POINTE HALL: 
1050 Nickerson Ave., Benton 
Harbor; 926-1358: WEDNES-
DAY – Old Time Rock ’n’ Roll 
Dance Music with DJ Dale 
Owen, 7-10 p.m., $5.

KATHY’S RIVERSIDE TAV-
ERN: 3899 Riverside Road, 
Benton Harbor; 849-3030: 
TUESDAY – Karaoke, 8 p.m.

LAKEHOUSE BY CRAVINGS: 
3029 Lakeshore Drive, St. 
Joseph; 982-8020 or  
lakehousebycravings.com: 
FRIDAY – Mike Talbot, 6:30 
p.m. SATURDAY  – Dave Car-
lock, 6:30 p.m. 

THE LIVERY: 190 Fifth St., 
Benton Harbor; 925-8760 or 
www.liverybrew.com: MON-
DAY – NTAA Open Stage,  
7 p.m. WEDNESDAY – Team 
Trivia, 7:30 p.m.

MCCOY CREEK TAVERN: 
215 E. Front St., Buchanan; 
695-2233: FRIDAY – Karaoke, 
9:30 p.m.

MICKEY’S PUB: 1007 Main 
St., St. Joseph; 983-0900: 
SATURDAY – Gig-A-Tron with 
Mickey G, Kh405 and DJ 
Krugh, 9 p.m., $5. TUESDAY – 
Another Lost Year with 
Brother Grey and Drugs Del-
aney, 7 p.m., $5.

SAUGATUCK BREWING 
COMPANY: 2948 Blue Star 
Highway, Douglas; 857-7222 
or saugatuckbrewing.com: 
SATURDAY – Exit 41, 6:30 
p.m. TUESDAY – Team trivia,  
7 p.m. 

HOT TICKETS
January

Fleetwood Mac: Jan. 20, Van 
Andel Arena, Grand Rapids

John Mellencamp: Jan. 21, 
Morris Performing Arts Center, 
South Bend

Less Than Jake & Reel Big 
Fish: Jan. 21, House of Blues, 
Chicago

Sam Smith: Jan. 22, Mason-
ic Temple, Detroit

Kathy Griffin: Jan. 22, 
MotorCity Casino Hotel, Detroit

Seether & Papa Roach: Jan. 
23, The Fillmore, Detroit

Cowboy Mouth: Jan. 23, 

House of Blues, Chicago
Sam Smith: Jan. 23, UIC 

Pavilion, Chicago
Chris Tucker: Jan. 24, The 

Chicago Theatre
The String Cheese Incident: 

Jan. 29-31, Aragon Ballroom
Ann Arbor Folk Festival: 

Jan. 30-31, The Ark, Ann Arbor
Spandau Ballet: Jan. 30, 

House of Blues, Chicago
Wynonna Judd: Jan. 31, Star 

Plaza Theatre, Merrillville, Ind.

Tickets can be purchased through 
venues or, in most cases, through Tick-
etmaster by calling 800-745-3000 or 
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

asked us to tape in Chicago 
and feature Chicago pro-
duce, but I immediately 
pitched them to move to 
Michigan,” McDonagh 
said. “We are so ensconced 
in Southwest Michigan and 
have such a love for the area 
and the farms that I really 
needed to get the producers 
to come out so we could 
share.”

The film crew spent a day 
in the Buchanan area on 
June 1, following the three 
chefs around as they gath-
ered supplies for the dishes 
they were preparing for the 
show. They ended up visit-
ing three locations in addi-
tion to McDonagh and 
Smith’s lakeside home at 

Camp Madron.
“We spent quite a bit of 

time at Blue Star Produce, 
which is near our home and 
then at Pears Mill in down-
town Buchanan,” he said. 
“We also made a quick stop 
at Sawyer Garden Center. 
... We met at Blue Star at 7 
or 8 a.m. and went to the 
three locations for shop-
ping; cooked from 2 or 3 till 
about 5; and then spent an 
hour or two at the lake en-
joying the dinner, swim-
ming and taping.”

He said the show ended 

up being a combination of 
what they had planned out 
ahead of time and what 
was actually available in the 
area, since the focus was on 
using ingredients available 
within a 5-mile radius of 
their home.

The dinner they created 
includes a kale salad with 
pickled beets and goat 
cheese, a ramp-stuffed sir-
loin roll with wild onion 
and dried Michigan cher-
ries, cornmeal spaetzle with 
charred grape tomatoes 
and asparagus, and a roast-
ed rhubarb and raspberry 
Pavlova dessert.

The majority of the in-
gredients came from Blue 
Star Produce, which spe-
cializes in heirloom fruits 
and vegetables, although 
they did get the cornmeal 
ground at Pears Mill and 

the rhubarb from Sawyer 
Garden Center, he said. 
They brought the sirloin 
steak with them from Chi-
cago.

The meal they prepared 
for the PBS show was 
topped off  with locally pro-
duced spirits, including 
wine from Wyncroft Win-
ery in Buchanan and beer 
from Greenbush Brewing 
Company in Sawyer.

McDonagh said the ex-
perience was not only an 
enjoyable one, it gave them 
a chance to show off all 
that this area has to offer to 
a national audience. 

“I just root for all our lo-
cal businesses and think it’s 
a very exciting time to be in 
Southwest Michigan,” he 
said. “I want to drive more 
business into our local 
towns.”

Watch the show
The “Southern Michigan” 

episode of PBS’ “Moveable 
Feast” TV show will air at 
11:30 a.m. EST Saturday on 
WTTW.

FEAST
From page D1

Crouch taught music for 
31 years at Brandywine 
High School; French horn 
player Bill Browne played 
for eight years with the 
U.S. Marine Band; and 
trumpeter Charles Steck is 
a band director at LaPorte 
High School, when he’s 
not teaching the instru-
ment at Valparaiso Uni-
versity.

Between them, the mem-
bers have all performed or 
substituted with the 
Elkhart, LaPorte, Whiting 
and Southwest Michigan 
symphonies – plus the St. 
Joseph Municipal Band 
and Tom Milo Big Band.

Saturday’s show will also 
include two compositions 
by Kevin McKee, which 
Crouch considers “the real 
heavyweight pieces – both 
in terms of  the composi-
tions themselves and the 
length,” he says.

One of  those pieces is 
“Galleons and Cutlasses,” 
which takes listeners to the 

pirate era. The other piece, 
“Vuelta del Fuego” – 
whose title means “ride of 
fire” – leans toward Latin 
music.

“He’s (McKee) a clever 
composer,” Crouch says. 
“We’ve got pirates, and 
then, for the homage to 
Zorro, it drips of  Spanish 
playing. It’s very exciting 
for us, and – we hope – for 
the audience as well.”

The group will also per-
form a couple of  arrange-
ments by local trombonist 
and big band leader Ed 
Bagatini. One of  them is a 
vocal number that will fea-
ture Steck’s son, Drew, on 
trumpet.

“He’s a trumpet major at 
Butler University, and 
Chuck is going to sing one 
of  Ed’s arrangements,” 
Crouch says. “It’s interest-

ing – we’ve got the next 
generation, so Drew has 
been coming to a couple of 
the rehearsals.”

In keeping with the 
group’s collective ethic, the 
programs are worked out 
by consensus.

“Each of  us comes to re-
hearsals, and says, ‘Can we 
try this?’’ Crouch says.

Crouch brought in two 
American folk songs “that 
I thought would make the 
transition from large in-
strumental ensemble to 
small quintet – and they 
do,” he says.

In the end, it’s all about 
variety, which provides a 
marked contrast to the sit-
uations that Crouch and 
his colleagues experience 
sometimes.

“We try to get a relaxed 
atmosphere – all of  us have 
been part of  the orchestral 
situation, where you’re in 
the tux and it’s very, very 
formal. That’s one reason 
we like playing at the Box 
Factory, because it’s a great 
venue and a great way to 
start out the year,” he 
says.

Randall found Ham-
mon – and eventually, 
Kalinas – through 
Facebook postings for 
band members. The 
group recorded its own 
CD, “Guys’ Night Out,” 
a couple of  years ago. 
The album is still avail-
able for download off  the 
band’s website.

Randall and company 
are currently awaiting on 
the final mastering for 
“C’mon, Man,” which 
Dave Carlock produced. 
They’re hoping the album 
will boost the band’s 
fanbase beyond its lower 
Michigan stronghold.

“It’s basically (about) 
life on the road as a band 
– no sleep, having bar 
fights, trying to get paid 
from the managers,” 
Randall says, laughing. 
“We’ll be pushing that to 
radio stations.”

The group is also 
working up three or four 
more originals for a 
possible EP while Ran-
dall strives to balance his 
creative efforts with a 
full-time job – which 
often means that he 
doesn’t sleep more than 
three hours a night by the 
time he drives to work.

As bandleader and 
frontman, Randall also 
has to call on his diplo-
matic skills when fans 
don’t want the party to 
end – or show up when 
his band only has half  an 
hour left to go.

“They want you to play 
more, and you’re like, 
‘I’ve gotta go to bed – I’ll 
wake up in three hours 
and go to work for 12. 
We try to make ’em feel 
as welcome as possible: 
‘Come see us again, 
check out the website,’” 
he says.

The band already has 
40 shows booked for next 

year, which Randall sees 
as one major positive sign 
that good things are 
happening.

“We do it because we 
love it. There’s no better 
feeling than totally killing 
a crowd. We’re still 
paying our dues and 
trying to get that name 
right out there, so people 
pay attention and grab 
on,” he says.

Photo provided

The North American Brass Company – Jay Crouch, from left, Bill 
Browne, Gary Cooper, Chuck Steck and Roger Lewis – will per-
form Saturday at the Box Factory for the Arts in St. Joseph.

BRASS
From page D1

RANDALL
From page D1

IN BRIEF
LMC hosts auditions 
for spring musical

BENTON HARBOR 
—  The Lake Michigan 
College Theatre Depart-
ment will be hold open 
auditions for its spring 
musical, “They’re Playing 
Our Song,” at 7 p.m. Jan. 
14 and 15 in the Hanson 
Theater of  the LMC Men-
del Center on the Napier 
Avenue campus. Call-
backs will be from 10 a.m-
1 p.m. Jan. 17

The musical love story 
by Neil Simon, Marvin 
Hamlisch and Carol Bay-
er Sager is based on the 
real-life relationship be-
tween Hamlisch and Sag-
er in which a wisecracking 

composer finds a new, off-
beat lyricist. But initially, 
the match is not one made 
in heaven. The two under-
go a series of  trials and 
overcome a number of 
hurdles before finding 
true love by the final cur-
tain. 

Community members 
and LMC students are en-
couraged to audition. 
Candidates should bring 
an acting resume, head 
shot, one-minute comedic 
monologue and a pre-
pared musical piece. 

Performances will be 
March 20-22 and 27-29 
and will be directed by 
Dr. Calvin McClinton.

For more information, 
call 927-8627.
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Tosis.com for 
exciting new 

entrees.

~ Drinks start at ~ 
5:00, 

~ Seating at 5:30 ~

New Menu! 
Be sure to check
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Like us on

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3

BRIAN RANDALL BAND
This Grand Rapids band plays a high energy mix from 

today’s country stars, line dancing faves, and their 
own originals. They will leave you wanting more every 

time you catch their show.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1

Join us for Comedy Night with FRED POTTER & 
JAMES HODGE.  Stay for Karaoke with D Mic!

This Chicago based Reggae Top 40 band consists of former 
members of the award winning band Indika.  Di Maschine 

guarantees you will get your Reggae fi x!

WHO IS OPEN NEW YEARS DAY? - - WE ARE!!

DI MASCHINE REGGAE BAND with BUNNY JACKSON

adnum=60368906 adnum=60583835


