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SPORTS
Pistons beat 
Knicks for 4th 
straight victory

Page B2
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Lake Michigan College’s Kevion Morse shoots over Muskegon Community College’s Tyrome Maxwell II during the first half of 
Friday’s game.

Last win the 
best for MSU

By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

Michigan State’s latest 
bowl comeback helped 
validate another stellar 
year for Mark Dantonio 
and his Spartans.

Before Thursday’s 42-41 
victory over Baylor in the 
Cotton Bowl, Michigan 
State was without a head-
turning victory this season. 
Sure, the Spartans’ only 
losses were against Oregon 
and Ohio State — who will 
play each other for the na-
tional championship — 
but Michigan State still 
had a lot to prove in its 
postseason game.

The seventh-ranked 
Spartans (11-2) rose to the 
occasion, outscoring 
fourth-ranked Baylor 21-0 
in the fourth quarter. Con-
nor Cook threw a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to Keith 
Mumphery with 17 sec-
onds remaining.

“Beat an outstanding 
football team and came 
back and did it with just 
grit really, just grit and 
guts and just belief in each 
other,” said Dantonio, who 
has now coached Michi-
gan State to four straight 

bowl wins. “So, so happy 
for our players.”

The Spartans have over-
come double-digit defi cits 
to win four straight bowls, 
the fi rst time any team has 
done that since at least 
1996, according to STATS. 
Michigan State had been 
hoping for a berth in col-
lege football’s new playoff 
this year, but that possibil-
ity fell apart when a home 
loss to Ohio State in No-
vember left the Spartans 
with little hope of winning 
the Big Ten.

Michigan State also lost 
at Oregon in September, 
and an October win over 
Nebraska was probably 
the Spartans’ best victory 
of the regular season. They 
did roll up big margins of 
victory against lesser op-
ponents within the Big 
Ten, and the win over Bay-
lor gives Michigan State 
even more legitimacy.

It’s the second consecu-
tive year the Spartans have 
won a major bowl. They 
beat Stanford in the Rose 
Bowl in 2014.

“It’s just a feeling we 
have on our football team, 
and when you have that 
feeling, that chemistry, 
you’re diffi cult to beat,” 
Dantonio said. “Inevita-
bly, you may lose a football 
game, but you won’t lose 
the war and that’s the 

Thrilling Cotton Bowl 
victory finishes off 
another stellar 
season for Spartans

Brandon Wade / AP

Baylor quarterback Bryce Petty fumbles the ball as Michigan 
State defensive lineman Joel Heath, left, and defensive end 
Shilique Calhoun make the sack during the second half of the 
Cotton Bowl on Thursday.

Boastful Big Ten 
hops for glory in 
nat’l. title game
By ERIC OLSON
AP College Football  Writer

The Big Ten is starting 
the new year with a new 
sense of pride.

The fi rst week of Janu-
ary typically is when the 
conference absorbs insults 
and jeers following a run 
of disappointing bowl per-
formances.

Not this year. 
Not after Ohio State 

took down top-seeded Al-
abama in the College Foot-
ball Playoff semifi nals. Not 
after Wisconsin beat an-
other SEC West team, Au-
burn, in the Outback Bowl. 
And not after Michigan 
State came from behind to 
defeat Big 12 champion 
Baylor in the Cotton 
Bowl.

Those three wins gave 
the Big Ten a total of fi ve 
this bowl season, its most 
since 2002.

“I was very proud of the 
Big Ten yesterday and how 
well we played,” Wisconsin 
athletic director Barry Al-
varez told The Associated 
Press on Friday. “I’ve said 
all along we always get 
criticism about being a 
weak league, and that the 
criticism is going to con-
tinue unless we win some 
of these games. 

“I was happy for our 

league and happy for Ohio 
State and Michigan State 
and ourselves. Those were 
big wins against good 
teams, and that speaks well 
for the Big Ten.”

A Big Ten record-tying 
10 teams played in bowls, 
and their 5-5 record was 
the conference’s best since 
2009, when the league went 
4-3 but had Penn State’s 
win vacated because of 
NCAA sanctions. 

Thursday’s two wins 
over SEC teams brought 
the widest smiles to fans in 
the upper Midwest. The 
SEC has long been the Big 
Ten’s nemesis when it 
comes to power and pres-
tige, having won nine na-
tional titles to the Big Ten’s 
one during the 1998-2013 
Bowl Championship Series 
era.

In addition to a run of 
dismal performances in the 
biggest bowls, the Big Ten 
has a losing record in com-
bined regular-season and 
postseason matchups 
against each of the other 
power conferences except 
the ACC since 2003.

Ohio State coach Urban 
Meyer referenced the 
knocks against the Big Ten 
after his team beat Ala-
bama 42-35. He credited 

See SPARTANS, page B3

See BIG TEN, page B3

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Winning the close ones

By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
With the shot clock wind-
ing down under fi ve sec-
onds, Lake Michigan 
College’s LaBradford 
Sebree threw up a contested 
3-pointer.

The shot arced 
high, over the out-
stretched arm of 
Muskegon Commu-
nity College’s Aaron 
Syndor and into the 
basket as the buzzer 
sounded.

The 3 gave LMC 
a six point lead and 
enough cushion to 
hold on for an 87-81 
win Friday night.

“I just looked up, saw I 
had to get a shot off and I 
made it,” Sebree said. “It 
was a tough look, but it fell 
for me.”

While the men’s team was 
locked in a close game the 
entire way, the Lake Michi-
gan College women opened 

up a 20-point lead in the 
fi rst half before seeing it 
evaporate down to 1 mid-
way through the second.

The RedHawks respond-
ed, though, and went on to 
win 66-54.

Sebree led LMC (1-0 
MCCAA West, 10-4) with 

20 points on six 
baskets, none of 
which were bigger 
than his 3-pointer 
with 1:33 left in the 
game.

“It was huge,” 
Lake Michigan 
College coach Doug 
Schaffer said of 
Sebree’s shot. “With 
the shot clock al-
most gone and he 
hit that (shot) and 

gave us a lead to work with 
was big.”

The RedHawks opened 
up their largest lead of sev-
en points a few minutes be-
fore on two Mitch Meyer 
3-pointers.

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Shalay Stevens pressures Muskegon 
Community College’s Danielle Jones during the first half of Fri-
day’s game.

Matt Ludtke / AP

Detroit’s Matthew Stafford is 
seen during the first half of last 
Sunday’s game in Green Bay.

Stafford has chance to hush skeptics
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

ALLEN PARK, Mich.  
— Matthew Stafford’s 
homecoming is a secondary 
story line this weekend — if  
that.

Still, there’s something 
fi tting about the fact that 
Detroit’s quarterback will 
play perhaps the biggest 
game of his career against 
the team he grew up rooting 
for in the Dallas suburbs — 
the Lions open the postsea-
son in Texas against the 
Cowboys on Sunday.

“I don’t need much moti-
vation, it’s a playoff game. 
‘Win or go home’ gives you 
enough motivation,” 
Stafford said. “Obviously, 
it’ll be fun playing in front 
of a bunch of my friends 
and family, but other than 
that, just trying to win a 
football game.”

Stafford could really use a 
victory in this one. The No. 
1 pick in the 2009 draft, he’s 
put up big numbers during 
his career and helped the Li-
ons return to respectability, 
but that’s the extent of his 
accomplishments so far. 

This is the team’s second 
postseason appearance with 
Stafford, and the Lions still 
have only one playoff win 
in the Super Bowl era — 
against Dallas in January 
1992.

The 26-year-old Stafford 
is at the point in his career 
where more is expected 
from a franchise quarter-
back, and an uneven regu-
lar season did little to quiet 
his legion of skeptics — 
even though the Lions went 
11-5 to secure an NFC wild 

See LIONS, page B3

Lake Michigan College 
basketball teams sweep 

Muskegon Community College

LMC men

87
Muskegon

81

LMC women

66
Muskegon

54

See REDHAWKS, page B2
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“We hit three big shots 
tonight in a very close 
game,” said Schaffer of a 
game that 12 ties and 13 
lead changes. “Mitch with 
two big three’s to give us 
some space around the sev-
en-minute mark and Sebree 
down the stretch.”

Offensively, LMC strug-
gled in the fi rst half against 
a quick, attacking Muskeg-
on zone.

But out of the break, the 
RedHawks made a concert-
ed effort to get the ball in-
side and use their size ad-
vantage.

Forwards Montel Green 
and Arsenio Arrington con-
sistently beat the Jay Hawk 
posts and helped loosen up 
the zone.

Arrington fi nished with 
12 points and Green had a 
double-double with 10 
points and a game-high 16 
rebounds.

“Our size hurt them, no 
doubt about it,” Schaffer 
said. “We talked at halftime 
about how our advantage 
was inside and we were be-
ing too aggressive with pe-
rimeter shooting. But we 
did a much better job (in the 
second half) of looking in-
side and getting some inside 
touches.”

The Jay Hawks played 
four guards most of the 
game, which gave LMC 
trouble on the defensive 
end.

Muskegon’s Eddie Thom-
as used his ability to drive to 
score a game-high 28 
points.

“They were quick,” Sebree 
said. “Our size helped on 
offense, but it made guard-
ing them tough because they 
were shooting the ball good 
from outside so we couldn’t 
pack in our zone.”

Muskegon was able to 
pull within four in the fi nal 
minute, but LMC was able 
to make its free throws to 
close the game.

For the LMC women, a 
21-3 run put the RedHawks 
up by 20 and well on their 
way to what appeared to be 
a blow out.

But the RedHawks out-
side shots stopped falling 
and the Jay Hawks slowly 
started to come back.

A handful of 3s from 
Abby Rodriguez, who fi n-
ished with a game-high 21 
points for Muskegon, and 
some easy baskets brought 
the Jay Hawks within six at 
the break.

“I think we lost our edge 
and getting complacent,” 
LMC coach Jason Cooper 
said. “Anyone can come in 
and beat you if you’re not 
playing hard for 40 min-
utes.”

Muskegon pulled within 
one on two occasions in the 
second half and each time 
LMC’s Tammy Lee had a 
response.

Twice the Brandywine 
graduate answered a Mus-
kegon basket with a layup 
of her own.

Then, Lee put the Red-

Hawks (1-0, 11-7) up for 
good with a corner 3.

“She came in here and re-
sponded, was very aggres-
sive for us and she played 
very well in the second half,” 
Cooper said.

Sabrina Trujillo led LMC 
with 20 points and Shalay 
Stevens had a game-high 13 
rebounds.

Cooper was proud of the 
way his team was able to 
hold on to win, but saw 
plenty of areas his team can 
improve in.

“We’re not playing very 
well right now,” he said. “We 
don’t really have an identity, 
so when it comes down to 
when we need baskets we re-
ally don’t know where we 
need to be.”

LMC MEN 87, MUSKEGON CC 81

MUSKEGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE (81)
Will Roberson Jr. 4 2-2 12, Eddie Thomas 11 
1-2 28, Marcus Tumblin 2 0-0 6, DeShawn 
Sanders Jr. 5 6-9 16, Aaron Sydnor 2 1-1 6, 
Jordai Lewis 1 1-2 3, Tyrome Maxell II 5 0-0 
10. Totals: 30 11-16 81.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (87)
Montel Green 5 0-2 10, Alec Brown 7 4-4 19, 
Michael Bush 2 3-4 8, LaBradford Sebree 6 
7-7 20, Kevion Morse 3 2-3 3 2-3 8, Mitch 
Meyer 2 0-0 6, Arsenio Arrington 5 2-2 12, 
Jamare Washington 2 0-0 4. Totals: 32 18-22 
87.
Halftime — Tied 35-35.
3-point goals — LMC 5 (Meyer 2), Muskegon 
10 (Thomas 5, Tumblin 2, Roberson 2). Total 
fouls — LMC 11, Muskegon 17. Fouled out 
— none. Technical fouls — none. Rebounds 
— LMC 48 (Green 16, Morse 10, Brown 5), 
Muskegon 31 (Sydnor 8, Thomas 5). Assists 
— LMC 18 (Bush 6, Green 5). Muskegon 12 
(Sydnor 5, Sanders 3, Thomas 3).
Record — LMC 1-0 MCCAA West, 9-4.

LMC WOMEN 66, MUSKEGON CC 54

MUSKEGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE (54)
Jatue McKinnon 2 0-0 4, Francesca Cerniglia 
1 0-0 2, Danielle Jones 6 0-0 12, Abby 
Rodriguez 7 2-2 21, Taylor Brown 3 3-4 9, 
Kaylie Caverly 1 0-0 2, McKayla McDonald 1 
1-2 3. Totals: 21 6-8 54.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (66)
Shalay Stevens 4 2-2 10, Nicole Decker 1 1-1 
3, Madison Cameron 4 2-2 13, Sabrina Trujillo 
8 2-2 20, Sarah Huffman 2 0-0 4, Tammy 
Lee 4 0-0 8, Alexis Firovich 1 0-0 3, Christy 
Gonzalez 2 0-2 4. Totals: 26 7-9 66.
Halftime — LMC 30-24.

3-point goals — LMC 7 (Cameron 3, Trujillo 
2), Muskegon 6 (Rodriguez 5). Total fouls — 
LMC 11, Muskegon 12. Fouled out — none. 
Technical fouls — none. Rebounds — LMC 
39 (Stevens 3, Decker 7), Muskegon 35 
(Jones 15, Brown 9). Assists — LMC 10, 

Muskegon 12 (Brown 5). Steals — LMC 15, 
Muskegon 7.
Record — LMC 1-0 MCCAA West, 11-7.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 
932-0370; @HPBornheim
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Loyd scores 20 to lead 
No. 4 Irish women

SOUTH BEND (AP) 
— Jewell Loyd scored 20 
points to help No. 4 Notre 
Dame beat Florida State 
74-68 on Friday night.

Lindsay Allen had 18 
points and Brianna Turn-
er scored 12 of  her 14 in 
the second half  to help 
the Irish (13-1) win their 
ACC opener and extend 
their winning streak to 
37 straight conference 
games dating back to 
2012 when they were in 
the Big East.

Shakayla Thomas 
scored 18 points to lead 
Florida State (13-2), 
which snapped a nine-
game winning streak.

Trailing by nine early in 
the second half, the Irish 
went on an 11-0 run and 
took their fi rst lead of  the 
game on Madison Cable’s 
steal and layup with 12:46 
left. Allen made a jumper 
with 1:10 to play to put 
the Irish up by seven. 

Houston stages huge 
rally to win bowl

FORT WORTH, Texas 
(AP) — Greg Ward threw 
three touchdowns in the 
fi nal 3:41 of  the Armed 
Forces Bowl, two after 
Houston recovered onside 
kicks, and completed a 
game-winning 2-point 
conversion as the Cougars 
beat Pittsburgh 35-34 with 
an improbable comeback 
Friday.

Pitt (6-7) led 31-6 when 
ACC offensive player of 
the year James Conner 
had his second touch-
down run with 14 minutes 
left in the game. 

Houston (8-5) went on 
to the biggest comeback 
in an FBS game this sea-
son,. 

Ward had an 8-yard TD 
pass to Deontay Green-
berry before the Cougars 
recovered their fi rst on-
side kick, then got anoth-
er after Demarcus Ayers’ 
29-yard TD catch on 
fourth-and-13. 

IN BRIEF

Television today

10:00 a.m. FA Cup 
Soccer Tranmere Rovers FC vs 
Swansea City AFC. (Live) 

11:00 a.m. College 
Basketball Southern Methodist 
at Cincinnati. (Live)

12:00 p.m. College Bas-
ketball Pittsburgh at North 
Carolina State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Minnesota at Maryland. (Live)

College Football Bir-
mingham Bowl — East Carolina 
vs. Florida. (Live)

College Basket-
ball Syracuse at Virginia Tech. 
(Live)

College Basketball Vil-
lanova at Seton Hall. (Live) 

1:00 p.m. High 
School Football U.S. Army All-
American Bowl. (Live)  

College Bas-
ketball Duquesne at Dayton. 
(Live) 

2:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Connecticut at 
Florida. (Live) 

College Basketball 
College of Charleston at William 
& Mary. (Live)

College Basket-
ball Providence at Marquette. 
(Live)

College Basketball 
Xavier at DePaul. (Live) 

LPGA Tour Golf Evian 
Championship, Final Round. From 
Evian-les-Bains, France.

2:15 p.m. College 
Basketball Michigan at Purdue. 
(Live)

2:30 p.m. College Bas-
ketball Georgia Tech at Notre 
Dame.  (Live)

3:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Rhode Island at St. 
Louis. (Live) 

3:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Illinois at Ohio 
State.  (Live)

4:00 p.m. Wom-
en’s College Basketball 
Maryland at Nebraska. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Drake at Missouri State. (Live)

College Bas-
ketball West Virginia at Texas 
Christian. (Live)

4:20 p.m. NFL Foot-
ball NFC Wild-Card Game — 
Arizona Cardinals at Carolina 
Panthers. (Live)

4:30 p.m. College Bas-
ketball Creighton at George-
town. (Live) 

5:00 p.m. Col-
lege Basketball Richmond at 
Davidson. (Live) 

5:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Virginia at Miami. 
(Live)

6:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Xavier at DePaul. 
(Same-day Tape)

6:30 p.m. High School 
Basketball Cancer Research 
Classic: Whitney Young vs. St. 
Joseph’s Prep (Huntington). (Live)

7:00 p.m. College Bas-
ketball Presbyterian at Liberty. 
(Live)

College Hockey 
Union (N.Y.) at Boston University. 
(Live) 

7:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Penn State at Rut-
gers. (Live)

8:00 p.m. NFL 
Football AFC Wild-Card Game 
— Baltimore Ravens at Pitts-
burgh Steelers. (Live)  

NBA Basketball Boston 
Celtics at Chicago Bulls. (Live) 

College Hockey 
Michigan Tech at Wisconsin.  
(Live)

College Basketball 
Southern Illinois at Bradley.  
(Live)

UFC 182: Jones vs. 
Cormier - Prelims Paul 
Felder vs. Danny Castillo; Cody 
Garbrandt vs. Marcus Brimage. 
(Live) 

8:15 p.m. High School 
Basketball Cancer Research 
Classic: Montverde Academy vs. 
Paul VI. (Live)

College Basketball 
North Carolina at Clemson. (Live)

8:30 p.m. Women’s Col-
lege Basketball High Point at 
Liberty. (Same-day Tape)

9:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Gonzaga at Port-
land. (Live)

10:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Detroit Red Wings at 
Vancouver Canucks. (Subject to 
Blackout) (Live)

Motorcycle Racing 
Monster Energy Supercross: Ana-
heim. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NHL Hock-
ey St. Louis Blues at San Jose 
Sharks. (Live)

Sunday

8:00 a.m. FA Cup Soc-
cer Dover Athletic F.C. vs Crystal 
Palace FC. (Live) 

10:30 a.m. FA Cup 
Soccer Yeovil Town FC vs Man-
chester United FC. (Live) 

12:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Iowa at 
Rutgers. (Live)

12:30 p.m. FA Cup Soc-
cer Arsenal FC vs Hull City AFC. 
(Live) 

1:00 p.m. NFL 
Football AFC Wild-Card Game 
— Cincinnati Bengals at India-
napolis Colts. (Live) 

College Basketball 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee at Detroit. 
(Live)

PBA Bowling Scorpion 
Championship. From Las Vegas. 
(Taped) 

Women’s College 
Basketball Maggie Dixon Clas-
sic — Connecticut vs. St. John’s. 
(Live)

Women’s Col-
lege Basketball Notre Dame 
at Syracuse. (Live)

2:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Michigan 
State at Michigan. (Live)

Women’s Col-
lege Basketball St. Louis at 
George Mason. (Live) 

3:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball South 
Carolina at LSU. (Live)

Women’s Col-
lege Basketball North Caroli-
na State at North Carolina. (Live)

4:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball North-
western at Ohio State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Cleveland State at Illinois-Chica-
go. (Live)

4:30 p.m. College 
Basketball UNLV at Kansas. 
(Live) 

NFL Football NFC 
Wild-Card Game — Detroit Lions 
at Dallas Cowboys. (Live) 

Women’s College 
Basketball West Virginia at 
Oklahoma. (Live) 

6:00 p.m. Billiards 
World 9-Ball Championship. 
(Taped)

NBA Basketball 
Sacramento Kings at Detroit Pis-
tons. (Live) 

7:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Arizona State at 
Arizona. (Live) 

8:00 p.m. 
NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at 
Chicago Blackhawks. (Live) 

8:30 p.m. College 
Basketball Wisconsin at North-
western. (Live)

9:00 p.m. College 
Football GoDaddy Bowl — Ar-
kansas State vs. Toledo. (Live)

High School Football 
Semper Fidelis All-American 
Bowl: East vs. West. From the 
StubHub Center in Carson, Calif. 
(Live) 

Radio today

2 p.m.
College basketball — Michi-
gan at Purdue (WSJM-AM, 1400)

3 p.m.
High school basketball — 
Lakeshore at Edwardsburg 
(WSJM-AM, 1400)

8 p.m.
NBA — Celtics at Bulls (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

Sunday
4:30 p.m.
NFL — Lions at Cowboys (WSJM-
AM, 1400 and WCSY-FM, 103.7)

8 p.m.
NHL — Stars at Blackhawks 
(WGN-AM, 720)

AIRWAVES

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Christy Gonzalez, center, battles for a rebound against Muskegon Com-
munity College’s Taylor Brown during the second half of Friday’s game.

Pistons blow out Knicks
NEW YORK (AP) — 

Brandon Jennings scored 
29 points and the Detroit 
Pistons extended the New 
York Knicks’ losing streak 
to 10 games with a 97-81 
victory on Friday.

J o d i e 
Meeks add-
ed 15 points, 
Greg Mon-
roe and 
Kentavious 
C a l dw e l l -

Pope each had 12. Andre 
Drummond fi nished with 
seven points and 20 re-
bounds.

J.R. Smith led the Knicks 
with 22 points. Cole Aldrich 
added a double-double with 

11 points and 14 rebounds. 
No other Knick scored in 
double fi gures.  

Carmelo Anthony, who 
leads the Knicks and is fi fth 
in the NBA in scoring with 
23.9 points per game, did 
not play due to a sore left 
knee. It was a season-high 
fourth straight win for the 
Pistons.

The Pistons only fell be-
hind twice in the game, both 
times by two points in the 
fi rst quarter. Trailing 15-13, 
Jennings hit a layup with 
3:38 left to spark a 9-0 run 
and the Pistons never trailed 
again.

Trailing 24-20 after the 
fi rst quarter, the Knicks 

pulled within two at 29-27 
on Quincy Acy’s jump shot 
with 9:28 left in the second 
quarter.

The Pistons then scored 
the next 11 points and in-
creased their lead to 57-38 
at halftime.

Things got worse for the 
Knicks after the break, as 
they didn’t score until Pablo 
Prigioni hit two free throws 
with 8:01 left in the third 
quarter. They didn’t con-
nect on their fi rst fi eld goal 
until Jose Calderon hit a 
foul-line jumper with 4:54 
remaining. 

Detroit kept adding to its 
lead, taking an 82-52 ad-
vantage after three quarters 

and increasing it to a game-
high 33 points 87-54 on Jo-
nas Jerebko’s 3-pointer with 
10:49 remaining.   

The Knicks never got 
closer than 16 points the 
rest of the way.

TIP-INS:
Pistons: The Pistons, who 

suffered a 13-game losing 
streak earlier this season, 
most recently won four in a 
row from Dec. 1-7, 2013. 
Detroit hasn’t won fi ve 
straight since Dec. 4-12, 
2009... The Pistons also 
won the teams’ fi rst match-
up of the season 98-95 on 
Nov. 5 in Detroit. They have 
won four of the past fi ve 
meetings.

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Montel Green powers his way through 
Muskegon Community College’s defense during the first half of 
Friday’s game.

Detroit

97
New York

81

REDHAWKS
From page B1

After 115 straight, Dunleavy could miss 1st game with Bulls
By K.C. JOHNSON
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Mike Dunleavy didn’t 
practice Friday because of 
the right ankle he jammed 
during Thursday night’s 
106-101 victory over the 
Nuggets and his streak of 
115 straight games since 
signing with the Bulls is in 
jeopardy.

“Have to play them all; 
that’s the goal,” Dunleavy 
said. “That’s what you get 
paid for.”

Coach Tom Thibodeau 
wouldn’t say who would 
start if Dunleavy can’t play. 
Tony Snell, Nikola Mirotic 
and Kirk Hinrich are all 
possibilities. Coincidentally, 
Hinrich joined Dunleavy 
and Pau Gasol at 34 years 

old with his birthday Fri-
day.

Hinrich looked spry 
Thursday night in scoring 
10 points without missing a 
shot during his return from 
a fi ve-game absence because 
of a strained left hamstring.

“It’s what he does for our 
team that makes him so 
valuable,” Thibodeau said. 
“His ability to make big 

shots late - fourth-quarter 
3’s - you can’t overlook that. 
His ability to space the fl oor 
gives you another pick-and-
roll player. And then his 
ability to guard multiple po-
sitions, you can’t overlook 
that either.

“You can play him with 
anyone. He can play with 
Derrick (Rose) or Aaron 
(Brooks).” 


