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needs to do, he realizes he 
has to purge her of that 
originality so she is writing 
the same boring garbage all 
the other students write 
because that’s what the 
system expects,” Myers 
says.

“Frank sees education as 
so much more than coming 
in and taking a test and 
giving the right answers,” 
Aranyos adds. “He’s a 
poet, but he feels he’s spent 
a big part of his life 
making poetry into 
literature, and poetry isn’t 
supposed to be literature. I 
think he sees Rita as 
poetry and he doesn’t want 
to see her turned into 
literature.”

Written for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, 
and drawing on the old 
myth of Pygmalion – a 
story that has inspired 
everything from “My Fair 
Lady” to Mary Shelley’s 
“Frankenstein” – “Educat-
ing Rita” premiered in 
1980 at The Warehouse in 
London. A revival of 
Russell’s classic play is to 

be staged at Liverpool’s 
Playhouse as the center-
piece of its recently 
announced spring 2015 
season, 35 years after it 
opened.

The Twin City Players 
production will be staged 
in its black-box theater 
adjacent to the mainstage, 
which is designed with 
such intimate character 
studies in mind.

“We’ve done a couple of 
Second Stage plays there 
now,” Myers says. “It 
works really, really well for 

a show like this that is 
dependent on the charac-
ters. It’s a very intimate 
show and the audience is 
just right there with the 
actors. If  you’re in the 
back row, you’re still only 
10 feet from the stage.

“And to watch Christine 
and Lloyd together is just a 
treat. Probably the best 
thing I can do for them as 
a director is just get out of 
their way. The two of them 
are just brilliant.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

IN BRIEF
Ceramics Invitational 
exhibit opens at SMC

DOWAGIAC — An 
opening reception for South-
western Michigan College’s 
fi rst Ceramics Invitational 
begins at 12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day in The Art Gallery of 
the Dale A. Lyons Building, 
58900 Cherry Grove Road.

The invitational exhibi-
tion features the work of 12 
potters from across the 
country. They are Jonathan 
Mess of Maine; Dick Leh-
man of Elkhart, Ind.; James 
Klinger of Ohio; Jeff Cam-
pana of Georgia; Heather 
Robinson of Grand Rapids; 
Joseph Chomyn of South 
Bend; Jack Troy of Pennsyl-
vania; Paul Flickinger of 
Kalamazoo; Mark Church 
of Pennsylvania; Pete Bovee 
of Wyandotte, Mich.; Debra 
Steidel of Texas; and SMC 
alumnus Jason Wesaw of 
the Pokagon Band.

The exhibit, which contin-
ues through Feb. 5, was or-
ganized by SMC’s Sherrie 
Styx, who also teaches art at 
Michigan Lutheran High 
School and maintains a stu-
dio at the Box Factory for 
the Arts.

For more information, 
call 800-456-8675 or visit 
www.swmich.edu.

Auditions scheduled 
for LMC spring musical

BENTON HARBOR —  
Open auditions for the Lake 
Michigan College Theatre 
Department’s spring musi-
cal, “They’re Playing Our 
Song,” begins at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday and Jan. 15 in 
the Hanson Theatre of 
LMC’s Mendel Center, 2755 
E. Napier Ave.

Call-backs are scheduled 
10 a.m-1 p.m. Jan. 17. Per-
formance dates are March 
20-22, and 27-29. Calvin 
McClinton directs. Candi-
dates should bring an acting 
resume, head shot, and pre-
pare a one-minute comedic 
monologue, and a musical 
piece. Both LMC students 
and community members 
are encouraged to audition. 

For more information, 
call 927-8627.

Getting a bird’s-eye view
By DAVID JOHNSON
For The Herald-Palladium

NEW BUFFALO — 
Anyone planning on mak-
ing a bid to take home a 
souvenir from this year’s 
Harbor Country Public 
Arts Initiative Birdhouse 
Auction will have choices 
as diverse as an interactive, 
four-wheeled mini camper 
containing an avian family 
of  four to a faux fur-cov-
ered winter wonderland 
complete with lighted tree.

About 50 unique bird-
house-based works of  art 
will be up for bid in a com-
bination live and silent 
auction event Friday at the 
Marina Grand Resort.

“We’re very excited, 
we’ve got some very eclec-
tic ones this year,” Harbor 
Country Public Arts Ini-
tiative (HCPAI) board 
member Cathi Rogers 
says.

Among the many artists 
submitting one or more 
works for the organiza-
tion’s sixth annual winter 
fundraiser – the fi fth fea-
turing birdhouses – are 
Harry Borgman, Roger 
Harvey, Floyd Gompf, 
Linda Hoffhines, Jane Pel-
louchoud, Rick Ott, John 
Hook, Andrea Peterson, 
Heidi Hornaday and Andy 
Brown.

Sawyer sculptor Fritz 
Olsen has created a stone 
birdhouse adorned with a 
metal roof and set on the 
business end of  a pick axe.

Tim Rogers, also a HC-
PAI board member, says 
the stone at the work’s cen-
ter is a Michigan rock, 
while the pick axe head 
was reclaimed from the 
Earth near Olsen’s studio 
and showroom in Sawyer.

John Sauve’s “Orange 
Man” birdhouse sculpture 
features a towering 
50-pound steel sculpture 
of  a man (and yes, he is or-

ange) who stands below an 
equally orange birdhouse.

Another artist with an 
outdoor sculpture in Har-
bor Country and a bird-
house in this year’s auction 
is Sawyer’s Borgman. His 
20-plus-foot-tall steel 
sculpture “Psyche” was 
put up at the intersection 
of  Red Arrow Highway 
and Sawyer Road on April 
26, 2014. The sculpture 
was more than three years 
in the making and cost an 
estimated $20,000. It was 
assembled by Grant Knuth 
and James Tilly at Liberty 
Steel Fabricating Inc. in 
St. Joseph.

New this year are entries 
from art students at New 
Buffalo and River Valley 
high schools. HCPAI 
board member Nora Howe 
arranged to have both 
schools create their own 
entries. Howe says River 
Valley students Victoria 
Pirkel, Hannah Crumley, 
Casey Greer and Andrew 
Doepker, under the direc-
tion of  teacher Amy Sk-
aggs, collaborated for a 
hand-painted, colorful and 
abstract birdhouse. She 
adds that New Buffalo art 
teacher Jake Zapor worked 
with students Kristen 
Dohner and Sydney Gold-
man, who created a bird-
house of  recycled paper 
and sticks which were 
spray painted silver. Both 
birdhouses are on display 
at Custom Imports in 
Union Pier until the auc-
tion.

Cindy Frandsen of  Lake 
Interiors created the white 
faux fur birdhouse scene 
for the auction, which also 
includes birds, the lighted 
tree and some beach-
themed accents.

Linda Hoffhines made a 
pair of  birdhouses, one her 
traditional mosaic cre-
ation, and the second a 
work covered with a wide 

variety of  plastic and other 
items discovered on area 
beaches – everything from 
a toy board and rocketship 
to bottlecaps and the re-
mains of  shotgun shells.

“That’s one thing that 
we do challenge our artists 
to do every year is to start 
thinking a little bit more 
about repurposed or reus-
able art ... everything can 
be turned into art with the 
right eye and the right 
idea,” Cathi Rogers says.

As for that recreational 
vehicle for the birds, Clau-
dia Parish and Dennis 
Snow teamed up to create 
the free-rolling, high-qual-
ity, toy-style work of  art.

“It even opens up and 
you can fi nd the little birds 
inside the RV. You can take 
the birds out ... one can 
ride on the top of  the roof. 
This is defi nitely some-
thing that an adult or a 
child can play with,” Rog-
ers says.

The fi rst live auction of 
10 birdhouses was con-
ducted last year.

“We will do the same 
thing this year. We’ll prob-
ably jury (select) some-
where between 10 and 12 
of  our houses and they will 
be live-auctioned off  that 
same evening,” she says.

Silent auction bidding, a 
Birdhouse Auction tradi-
tion from year one, will be 
the way auction-goers can 
vie for possession of  the 
many other entries. All will 
be on display.

According to a HCPAI 
news release, all net pro-
ceeds from the auction will 
benefi t the 501(c)(3) non-
profi t organization’s mis-
sion to unite the eight 
Southwest Michigan com-
munities of  Harbor Coun-
try in partnership to plan, 
produce and exhibit works 
of  art in public spaces in-
cluding publicly accessible 
buildings.

Rogers says HCPAI’s 
next big project is a River-
front Sculpture Park in 
New Buffalo.

“We have been approved 
to purchase three new 
pieces of  art in conjunc-
tion with the one piece 
(“Away” by Dale Rogers) 
we already have down 
there,” she says, adding 
that the possibility of  a 
place-making grant for the 
area that would involve 
lighting and landscaping is 
still being discussed.

The new sculptures are 
expected to be in place by 
September.

Annual HCPAI birdhouse auction 
to be held Friday in New Buffalo

For The Herald-Palladium / David Johnson

An avian family is ensconced inside this “recreational vehicle” birdhouse created by Claudia 
Parish and Dennis Snow for Friday’s Harbor Country Public Arts Initiative Birdhouse Auction, 
which takes place from 5-8 p.m. at the Marina Grand Resort in New Buffalo.

What: Sixth annual Harbor 
Country Public Arts Initia-
tive Birdhouse Auction

When: 5-8 p.m. Friday

Where: Marina Grand 
Resort, 600 W. Water St., 
New Buffalo

How much: $30 in 
advance, $35 at the door

Contact: www.hcpai.com

Jody Warner / HP correspondent

Lloyd Bollick portrays Frank in the play “Educating Rita.”
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CHUCK JAGERS BAND
Chuck Jagers invades Czars with their brand 
of outlaw country mixed with indie rock and 
a side of Americana. This band is a perfect 
example of the hidden talents of Southwest 
MI.  Come early for opener Boulevard Billys.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8

Come down to Czars and show us your stuff during 
Karaoke night!  Don’t miss this party!

Blindspt is a four-piece rock band from Chicago that 
creates a unique sound by blending traditional rock, 90s 

alternative, and pop music. A great live show! 

KARAOKE

BLINDSPT
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