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By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Whirlpool Corp. has 
one more property in its 
stocking, and Lake Michi-
gan College will have the 
money to expand its man-
ufacturing and technology 
programs with the sale of 
LMC’s M-TEC building 
at 400 Klock Road.

The sale was announced 
Wednesday. LMC Presi-

dent Bob Harrison de-
clined to give the sale price 
for the center and 10 acres 
of  property.

Kinexus, the employ-
ment and training center 
in Benton Harbor, had 
submitted a $2.7 million 
bid in June for the 44,000 
square-foot building. Kin-
exus, formerly Michigan 
Works, wanted to put all 
of  its offices and its Bridge 
Academy training pro-
gram under one roof.

Jeff  Noel, Whirlpool’s 
vice president for commu-
nications and world af-
fairs, would not reveal the 
purchase price. He called 
it a “fair transaction” with 

a value to the community 
that goes beyond the pur-
chase price.

“M-TEC is a good fit 
for us” near its other sites, 
including its world head-
quarters, Noel said. 

He said the building will 
be used to bring project 
teams together working 
on new Whirlpool prod-
ucts.

The sale will help LMC 
in building a new technol-
ogy center on its main 
campus on Napier Ave-
nue.

“M-TEC has been great 
for us and our students, 
but the problem is, it’s 15 
minutes from our main 

campus,” Harrison said.
Having the tech center 

near its main building will 
allow LMC to attract even 
more students to its grow-
ing list of  offerings in en-
gineering, robotics, energy 
production and other ar-
eas, Harrison said.

“We’re excited about the 
long-term potential and 
to increase interest among 
high school and college 
students in manufactur-
ing,” Harrison said.

There is a growing de-
mand for skilled workers 
in these areas, Harrison 
pointed out. LMC is 

Whirlpool buying M-TEC building
LMC to build new 
tech center  
on main campus

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s M-TEC Center in Benton Harbor is being 
sold to Whirlpool Corp. for an undisclosed amount. The college 
will build a new technology center on its main campus. Whirl-
pool will use the M-TEC building, constructed in 2000 at 400 
Klock Road, for product development projects.See M-TEC, page A8

Mark Parren / HP Correspondent

Emergency workers had to inflate airbags to lift this car off Nancy Worthington of St. Joseph on 
Tuesday after she became pinned in a bizarre accident. Officials said Worthington was severely 
injured and flown by Med Flight helicopter to South Bend Memorial Hospital for treatment.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Emer-
gency personnel used air-
bags Tuesday afternoon to 
free an 80-year-old St. Jo-
seph Township woman af-
ter she was trapped be-
tween the car she was a 
passenger in and a neigh-
bor’s garage.

After being freed, Nancy 
Worthington was taken by 
Med Flight to South Bend 
Memorial Hospital in 
South Bend, Ind., with se-
vere injuries, said Lt. Ran-

dy Leng of the St. Joseph 
Township Police Depart-
ment.

Leng said it is believed 
that her husband, Charles 
Worthington, also 80, 
started backing out of 
their garage before she had 
shut the car door at Cha-
teau Condominiums, 2727 
S. Lakeshore Drive. Leng 
said this caused the car 
door to strike the initial 
garage door. As the car 
spun around, Nancy Wor-
thington was ejected from 

Woman, 80, airlifted after freak accident

See TRAPPED, page A2

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Dee Appelman of Stevensville shakes the paw of the 13th dog she has trained for Canine Compan-
ions for Independence. The dog, Hendrix III, will be returned to Canine Companions in February to 
be professionally trained. Appelman said learning how to shake is a basic command that trainers 
will use as a building block to teach Hendrix how to close doors and turn off lights.

ST. JOSEPH

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

STEVENSVILLE — 
Raising puppies to be com-
panions of people with 
disabilities is a labor of 
love, but well worth it, said 
Dee Appelman of Stevens-
ville. She will receive her 
next puppy in January 
from Canine Companions 
for Independence, a non-
profit organization in San-
ta Rosa, Calif.

“You give them a piece 
of your heart as soon as 
they enter your home and 
pee on your floor the first 
time,” she said.

Appelman is almost 
done raising her 13th pup-
py, Hendrix III, a 
16-month-old Labrador/
golden retriever mix. He 
will move on to Canine 
Companions’ North Cen-
tral Regional training fa-
cility in Delaware, Ohio, in 
February. There he will 
spend six to nine months 
receiving advanced train-
ing. If he graduates, he will 
be matched with a person 
with disabilities.

But there are no guaran-
tees.

“The graduation rate is 
40 percent, roughly,” Ap-
pelman said. “Canine 
Companions has very high 

expectations as to the abili-
ties of a dog. And they’re 
not going to force a dog 
into service if  it really 
doesn’t want to do the 
work and wouldn’t do it 
well.”

Appelman said eight of 
the 12 dogs she has raised 
have been placed with peo-
ple, making her success 
rate higher than average. 
But she said it wasn’t her 
doing.

“It was the luck of the 
dog.” 

Of the four dogs that 
didn’t make it, she said two 
came back to live with her, 
one went to live with her 
brother and the fourth was 
adopted.

Appelman said a lot of 
the volunteer puppy-rais-
ers work out of their homes 
or are able to take the pup-
pies to work with them. 
Appelman operates Dee’s 
Specialty Cakes in a li-
censed kitchen in her base-
ment.

She said the puppies 
need to be socialized to a 
work environment.

“They need to get used 
to sitting in a long meeting 
... without getting disrup-
tive,” she said. “It’s mostly 
about consistency – being 
consistent with the com-
mands and expectations of 
the dog.”

Training the dogs is the 
easy part.

“The hardest part for 
most people in terms of 

Puppy love

By HP STAFF

BARODA — Berrien 
County sheriff’s deputies 
on Tuesday arrested three 
suspects in an early morn-
ing home invasion and rob-
bery in Baroda.

The Baroda-Lake Town-
ship Police Department was 
alerted by a neighbor 
around 1 a.m. Tuesday to a 
home invasion in progress 
at the Baroda Mobile Es-
tates. The owner was not at 
home at the time of the 
break-in.

Officer Jim Howell put 
out a description of the  

Neighbor 
alerts 
police to 
Baroda 
break-in
Three arrested  
while fleeing scene

See BREAK-IN, page A2

By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

NEW YORK — “The 
Interview” was put back 
into theaters Tuesday when 
Sony Pictures Entertain-
ment announced a limited 
Christmas Day theatrical 
release for the comedy that 
provoked an international 
incident with North Korea 
and outrage over its can-
celled release. 

‘The 
Interview’ 
getting 
limited 
release

Stevensville woman 
will soon train her 
14th puppy to be a 
canine companion

See CANINE, page A8

Celebration Cinema 
weighing options

See SONY, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .21º
Record High . . . . . . 57º in 1982
Record Low . . . . . .-15º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.07"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.72"
Normal month to date. . . . 2.07"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 25.83"
Normal year to date . . . . 36.40"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:12 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:19 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:46 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 90% chance of rain and 
snow, high temperature of 41º, 
humidity of 76%. Northeast wind 
5 to 15 mph. Little or no snow 
accumulation expected. Expect 
cloudy skies tonight with a 90% 
chance of snow.

Today, north winds 10 to 20 kt increasing to gales to 35 kt in the 
afternoon. Snow and slight chance of rain in the afternoon. Waves 
building to 5 to 8 ft occasionally to 10 ft in the afternoon.
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Mostly Cloudy
36º / 33º
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Partly Cloudy
43º / 37º
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Rain/Snow
39º / 26º
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Mostly Cloudy
31º / 25º
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Rain/Snow
41º

Tonight

Snow Likely
33º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see cloudy skies with scattered snow, highs in the 
mid-30s. North wind 10 to 15 mph. Thursday, skies will be partly 
cloudy to cloudy with isolated snow, highs in the mid-30s.

Expect cloudy skies today with scattered rain and snow, highs in 
the mid-40s. Northeast wind 5 to 14 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy 
to cloudy Thursday with scattered snow, highs in the mid-30s.

Did the Greeks and Romans 
often erect temples where 
lightning struck? ?

Answer: Yes, they worshiped the gods 
there in an attempt to appease them.
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12/28
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0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 44
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 24, 2014
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1989

Auto Specialties Manufac-
turing Co. and an Ohio com-
pany have reached a definitive 
agreement for the sale of  Aus-
co’s operating assets for an esti-
mated $14 million, officials an-
nounced Friday. Ausco 
President Dave Stuebe said 
money from the sale to The 
Brenlin Group of  Akron will 
be used to pay off  the Benton 
Township company’s creditors 
under Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection rules.

35 years ago – 1979
The Toney family will long re-

member 1979 as the year of the 
child. Four brothers, who grew 
up in a large family in the Ber-

rien Springs area, and their 
wives all had babies this year. 
They are Greg and his wife, Cin-
dy, who had a son born Feb. 24; 
Larry and his wife, Carol, who 
had a daughter born May 10; 
Warren and his wife, Sheri, who 
had a daughter born July 20; 
and George and his wife, Judy, 
who had a son born Sept. 24. 
The Toney brothers are the sons 
of Warren and the late Ruth 
Toney. Greg and George are 
twins, while Larry is one of trip-
lets.

50 years ago – 1964
Montgomery Ward and Co. 

today opened a catalogue store 
at 203 State St. next to the for-
mer Wards store that closed 
Thursday.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
the 358th day of 2014. There are 
seven days left in the year. This 
is Christmas Eve. 

Highlights in History:
On Dec. 24, 1914, during 

World War I, impromptu Christ-
mas truces began to take hold 
along parts of the Western Front 
between British and German 
soldiers who, in some cases, ex-
changed gifts and even played 
soccer with each other. Conser-
vationist John Muir, founder of 
the Sierra Club, died in Los An-
geles at age 76. 

On this date:
In 1524, Portuguese navigator 

Vasco da Gama – who had dis-
covered a sea route around Africa 
to India – died in Cochin, India.

In 1851, fire devastated the Li-

brary of Congress in Washing-
ton, D.C., destroying about 
35,000 volumes.

In 1939, Pope Pius XII deliv-
ered a Christmas Eve address in 
which he offered a five-point pro-
gram for peace and denounced 
“premeditated aggressions.”

In 1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” 
the first opera written specifical-
ly for television, was first broad-
cast by NBC-TV.

In 1974, Cyclone Tracy began 
battering the Australian city of Dar-
win, resulting in widespread damage 
and causing some 65 deaths.

In 1994, militants hijacked an 
Air France Airbus A-300 at the 
Algiers airport; three passengers 
were slain during the siege be-
fore all four hijackers were killed 
by French commandos in Mar-
seille two days later.

whether or not they would 
be able to do it is letting 
them go,” she said. “We get 
a manual. We have classes 
that we go to. We’re kind of 
guided as to how to do it. 
It’s that letting go that you 
can’t really train anybody 
how to do.”

She said there are always 
plenty of tissues at the 
graduation ceremonies, 
which are open to the pub-
lic and many puppy trainers 
attend.

“They have a ceremony. 
We get to meet the person 
that the dog is going to,” 
she said. “And a lot of 
times, there’s an opportuni-
ty to keep in contact if  they 
want to.”

Stories she hears about 
her dogs making a differ-
ence make it all worth it.

One of her dogs, Ansley, 
was paired with a therapist 
at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus, 
Ohio, in 2006.

During his first week on 
the job, she said Ansley 
spent time with a high 
school student who had re-
ceived a severe head injury 
while playing football.

“He was extremely agi-
tated and refused to eat,” 
Appelman said. “Ansley 
went in and laid in the bed 
next to him. After about 
an hour, he ate willingly 
for the first time ... No one 
else could comfort this 
boy.”

She said Ansley not only 
soothes patients but gets 
them to move during their 
physical therapy.

“He makes it fun to do 
things that typically aren’t 
fun in physical therapy.”

Ansley is her only dog at 
a facility. The rest went to a 
people with disabilities. 

Appelman is not paid for 
her work.

“I actually pay to do it 
because all expenses are out 
of my pocket,” she said. 
“Medical, food, anything 
like that comes out of pock-
et.”

She even has to pay for 
spaying or neutering.

“By doing that, the dogs 
go completely free to the 
people who receive them,” 
she said. “By having the 

volunteers taking on some 
of the expenses, it allows 
them to continue to not 
charge to get the dogs.”

In addition to paying for 
each puppy’s needs, Appel-
man donates 10 percent of 
her sales from Dee’s Spe-
cialty Cakes to Canine 
Companions.

Appelman teaches the 
puppies about 25 of the 50 
to 60 commands they need 
to know to graduate.

Some of the commands, 
like how to “shake hands,” 
may look like tricks, but 
they aren’t.

“They become more ad-
vanced commands for push-

ing things closed or operat-
ing light switches,” she said.

The dogs are placed with 
people who have a wide 
range of disabilities, except 
blindness.

“Physical disabilities, de-
velopmental disabilities, the 
common ones are cerebral 
palsy, muscular dystrophy, 
multiple sclerosis. They 
work with autism, amputa-
tions, we’ve got a wounded 
warrior initiative right now 
for veterans coming back 
with PTSD and other phys-
ical disabilities as a result of 
the war.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Dee Appelman of Stevensville sits Tuesday with Hendrix III, the 13th dog she has trained for 
Canine Companions for Independence. With them is Cooper, a three-legged dog Appelman saved 
from a kill shelter. Hendrix will be returned to Canine Companions in February to be profession-
ally trained.

CANINE
From page A1

working with dozens of 
businesses, including 
Whirlpool, that have 
pledged to bring 260 new, 
high-skill jobs here with-
in three years of  the cen-
ter’s opening.

The college will keep 
possession of  the M-TEC 
building until May, and 
Whirlpool has offered to 
lease the building to them 
if  needed.

Harrison said LMC 
would like to break 
ground for its new center 
in the spring, and could 
occupy the building with-
in a year. It will be locat-
ed between the main 
building and Western 
Michigan University’s 
Southwest campus loca-
tion.

LMC is working on a 
transition plan for the 
250 students and seven 
staff  members who work 
at M-TEC.

The college has been 
trying to sell the M-TEC 
building and its 10 acres 
since at least 2007. Trust-
ees gave Harrison the go-
ahead to seek a buyer in 
November, and approved 
negotiations with a then-
undisclosed purchaser 
earlier this month.

Along with the pro-
ceeds from the sale, LMC 
will use a $600,000 feder-
al grant to buy new equip-
ment. The college has ap-
plied for a Michigan 
Skilled Trades Fund 
grant, Harrison said.

Its original plan for 
M-TEC had been to 

eventually attract busi-
nesses to the area, but 
the neighboring proper-
ties turned out to be in-
dustrial brownfields un-
suitable for 
manufacturing sites.

Instead, The Golf  Club 
at Harbor Shores was 
built nearby.

After missing out on 
the purchase, Todd 
Gustafson, executive di-
rector of  Kinexus, stated: 
“Whirlpool’s continued 
investment in Benton 
Harbor and LMC’s abili-
ty to expand its training 
programs are fantastic 
developments for the re-
gion.” 

The announcement of 
the sale comes less than a 
week after Whirlpool 
opened its 150,000 
square-foot, $18.6 mil-
lion Benton Harbor Tech-
nology Center on Riv-
erview Drive. The center 
is located in a former 
Whirlpool industrial 
plant.

With more than 4,000 
employees in and around 
the Twin Cities, including 
1,200 engineers, Whirl-
pool can always use more 
space, Noel said.

With its reinforced con-
crete floors and high ceil-
ings designed for indus-
trial use, M-TEC provides 
a lot of  flexibility for 
product testing and de-
sign, Noel added.

“We believe in giving 
people the best environ-
ment possible for them to 
do their best work and 
create the best products,” 
Noel said.

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

M-TEC
From page A1

Sony Entertainment 
CEO Michael Lynton said 
that Seth Rogen’s North 
Korea farce “will be in a 
number of theaters” begin-
ning Thursday. He said 
Sony also is continuing its 
efforts to release the film on 
more platforms and in more 
theaters. 

“We have never given up 
on releasing ‘The Inter-
view,”’ Lynton said in a 
statement Tuesday. “While 
we hope this is only the first 
step of the film’s release, we 
are proud to make it avail-
able to the public and to 
have stood up to those who 
attempted to suppress free 
speech.” 

For Sony, the decision 
was the culmination of a 
gradual about-face: After 
initially saying it had no 
plans to release the movie, 

the company began soften-
ing its position after it was 
broadly criticized.

Celebration Cinema, 
which has a theater com-
plex in Benton Township, 
has not decided if  it will 
show the film. 

“We are evaluating our 
options with Sony about 
the time and locations of a 
possible release, but no de-
cisions have been made,” 
Celebration spokesperson 
Steve VanWagoner stated 
in an email.

Moviegoers celebrated 
the abrupt change in for-
tune for a film that ap-
peared doomed as “The 
Interview” began popping 
up in the listings of inde-
pendent theaters across the 
country Tuesday, from At-
lanta to Los Angeles. The 
film is set to open in over 
200 theaters on Thursday, 
the day it was originally set 
for wide release.

Sony officials aren’t com-

menting on whether the 
film will also be released to 
video on demand – another 
possibility. Starz, which has 
first pay TV and streaming 
rights to Sony releases, 
didn’t respond to requests 
for comment. Streaming 
service Netflix declined 
comment, while YouTube 
didn’t respond to requests.

One of the loudest critics 
of the film’s shelving, Presi-
dent Barack Obama, hailed 
Sony’s reversal. 

“The president applauds 
Sony’s decision to autho-
rize screenings of the film,” 
said Obama spokesman 
Eric Schultz. “As the presi-
dent made clear, we are a 
country that believes in free 
speech, and the right of ar-
tistic expression. The deci-
sion made by Sony and 
participating theaters al-
lows people to make their 
own choices about the film, 
and we welcome that out-
come.”

White House officials de-
clined to elaborate on what 
role, if  any, the White 
House played in Sony’s de-
cision to reverse itself, but 
pointed out that Obama 
had stated publicly that he 
believed Sony’s earlier deci-
sion to cancel the release 
was a mistake.

Rogen, who stars in the 
film he co-directed with 
Evan Goldberg, made his 
first public comments in a 
surreal ordeal that began 
with hackers leaking Sony 
executives’ emails and cul-
minated in an ongoing con-
frontation between the U.S. 
and North Korea. The FBI 
has said North Korea was 
behind the hacking attacks. 

“The people have spo-
ken! Freedom has pre-
vailed! Sony didn’t give 
up!” said Rogen on Twit-
ter. 

“VICTORY!!!!!!!” said 
James Franco, who co-stars 
in the film. “The PEOPLE 

and THE PRESIDENT 
have spoken.”

North Korea’s Internet 
was shut down in an appar-
ent attack Monday, and 
continued to be roiled by 
intermittent outages Tues-
day. That followed Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s vow 
of a response to what he 
called North Korea’s “cy-
ber vandalism” of Sony. 
The White House and State 
Department have declined 
to say whether the U.S. 
government was responsi-
ble for North Korea’s out-
ages.   

After hackers last 
Wednesday threatened ter-
rorist attacks against the-
aters showing the film, the 
nation’s major multiplex 
chains dropped “The Inter-
view.” Sony soon thereafter 
canceled the film’s release 
altogether and removed 
mention of it from its web-
sites. 

But that decision drew 

widespread criticism, in-
cluding from Obama, who 
chastised Sony for what he 
deemed “a mistake” that 
went against American 
principles of free speech. 
George Clooney also led a 
chorus pressuring for the 
movie’s release and rallying 
against alleged corporate 
self-censorship. 

The unusual release will 
give indie theaters a chance 
to debut the most talked-
about movie in the country. 
James Wallace, creative 
manager for Alamo Draft-
house’s Richardson, Texas, 
location said the Texas 
chain received word from 
Sony on Tuesday morning 
that Thursday’s showings 
were a go. Among other 
touches, the theater will of-
fer a patriotic menu featur-
ing burgers, “freedom fries” 
and apple pie. 

“You better believe it’s 
going to be all-American,” 
Wallace said.

SONY
From page A1


