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of the season.
“We have had a rough 

couple of weeks and it fi-
nally all came together on 
the mat,” she said. “There’s 
no better place to do it than 
at home.”

With just two meets left 
before districts start on Feb. 
21, the Bears are starting to 
hit their stride.

“I think we are perform-
ing well and that’s what you 
want when you get into dis-
tricts,” Ruddell said. “I 
don’t like saying we are hit-
ting our peak. We hit our 
stride and let’s go.”

The Lancers, under the 
direction of first-year coach 
Ashley Nelson, are also 
pleased with the way they 
are performing with the 
regular season near comple-
tion.

“We have been getting 
nothing but better and bet-
ter every week,” Nelson 
said. “I think it says a lot of 
girls that they are willing to 
put in the work to make 
that happen.”

Lakeshore had a solid 
third round where it hit a 
number of stunts that it 
hadn’t performed in com-
petition.

“They nailed it,” Nelson 
said. “There was some new 
stuff in there and they just 
did a great job.”

St. Joseph will host Cheer 
by the Pier 3 on Feb. 16.

“We’re excited to have 
some more competitions to 
get things worked out 
against good competition,” 
Ruddell said.

In Divison 1, Portage 
Northern won the meet 
with a score of 761.94.

SMAC Meet

Divison 2
1. St. Joseph 738.94; 2. Gull Lake 
701.60; 3. Lakeshore 661.28; 4. Mat-
tawan 658.08; 5. Niles 482.30.

Divison 1

1. Portage Northern 761.94; 2. Kalama-
zoo Central 733.38; 3. Portage Central 
706.94; 4. Loy Norrix 542.32.

SMAC Final Standings

Divison 2
1. St. Joseph, 1. Gull Lake, 3. Lakeshore, 
4. Mattawan, 5. Niles.

Division 1

1. Portage Northern, 2. Kalamazoo Cen-
tral, 3. Portage Central, 4. Loy Norrix.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 
932-0370; @HPBornheim
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The St. Joseph competitive cheer team performs during the first round of the Southwestern Michigan Athletic Conference meet 
on Wednesday at St. Joseph High School.

tenure so far.
“What’s happening now 

is we’re not sneaking up 
on anybody, whether it’s 
on the field or in recruit-
ing,” Dantonio said. 
“With that comes some 
stars I guess.”

Michigan State

Top 25 Class: Yes. Rivals No. 22/Scout 

No. 17

Best in class: LJ Scott, RB, Hubbard, 

Ohio

Best of the rest: Raequan Williams, DL, 

Chicago

Late addition: Cassius Peat, DE, Chan-

dler, Arizona

One that got away: Quart’e Sapp, LB, 

Alpharetta, Georgia (Tennessee)

LMC men stay atop 
MCCAA West

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Lake Michigan 
College men’s basketball 
team defeated Ancilla Col-
lege 85-70 Wednesday 
night to remain in first 
place in the Michigan 
Community College Ath-
letic Association West Di-
vision.

“Our team defense was 
the key tonight by holding 
down a very explosive of-
fense,” RedHawks coach 
Doug Schaffer said.

LaBradford Sebree led 
LMC (8-2 MCCAA West, 
17-6) with 26 points, Alec 
Brown added 18 and Mi-
chael Bush scored 13. Kev-
ion Morse had a game-
high nine rebounds, and 
Montel Green had eight 
boards and seven assists.

Juwan Johnson led An-
cilla (4-5, 13-9) with 21 
points.

Tava’s basket lifts 
Western Michigan 

KALAMAZOO (AP) 
— Connar Tava’s driving 
layup lifted Western Mich-
igan to a 67-66 victory over 
Kent State on Wednesday 
night, snapping a three-
game losing streak.

David Brown’s 3-pointer 
got Western Michigan 
within a point of the Gold-
en Flashes with 1:10 re-
maining. After Chris Ortiz 
missed a 3-pointer for Kent 
State and following a tim-
eout, Tava drove the base-
line and put in a spinning 
hook shot with 10 seconds 
remaining. Kent State’s 
Devareaux Manley drove 
to the hoop but his shot 
missed as time expired.

Kent State had led since 
15:47 of the second half  
and was up eight with 8:44 
left.

Tucker Haymond led 
Western Michigan (14-8, 
5-4 Mid-American), which 

shot 50 percent, with 17 
points. Tava and Brown 
had 16 each.

Derek Jackson had 20 
points for Kent State (15-
7, 6-3), which shot 40.7 
percent. Manley scored 18. 
Kent State made 13 of 31 
3-pointers but was out-
scored 36-20 in the paint.

Grant scores 17              
to lead No. 10 Irish

SOUTH BEND (AP) — 
Jerian Grant and Steve 
Vasturia scored 17 points 
apiece, and No. 10 Notre 
Dame held off Boston 
College for a 71-63 victory 
on Wednesday night.

Zach Auguste added 16 
points for the Fighting 
Irish (21-3, 9-2 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), who 
bounced back from a dis-
appointing loss to Pitts-
burgh on Saturday. 

Oliver Hanlan, who led 
Boston College with 28 
points, hit four consecutive 
3-pointers to cut Notre 
Dame’s lead to 67-61 with 
1:47 left. 

The Irish beat the Eagles 
(9-12, 1-8) for the eighth 
time in their last nine 
games. 

Red Wings call up 
Ouellet, Gustavsson 

DETROIT (AP) — The 
Detroit Red Wings have 
recalled defenseman Xavi-
er Ouellet from Grand 
Rapids of the AHL and 
recalled goalie Jonas 
Gustavsson from his con-
ditioning loan with the 
Griffins. 

The Red Wings also as-
signed goalie Tom McCol-
lum to Grand Rapids.

Gustavsson hasn’t 
played for the Red Wings 
since injuring his shoulder 
Nov. 5. 

Detroit has also been 
without starting goalie 
Jimmy Howard, who in-
jured his groin last month.

IN BRIEF

Television today

11:00 a.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Davidson 
at George Washington. (Live)

11:30 a.m. LPGA Tour 
Golf Pure Silk Bahamas Classic, 
First Round. (Live)

3:00 p.m. PGA Tour 
Golf Farmers Insurance Open, 
First Round. (Live) 

6:30 p.m. Col-
lege Basketball Richmond at 
La Salle. (Live) 

7:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Nebraska 
at Rutgers. (Live)

College Basketball 
Iowa at Michigan. (Live)

College Basketball 
Auburn at LSU. (Live)

7:30 p.m. College Bas-
ketball William & Mary at Col-
lege of Charleston. (Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball Texas-El Paso at 
Florida Atlantic. (Live)

NBA Basketball Los 
Angeles Clippers at Cleveland 
Cavaliers. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Minne-
sota at Illinois. (Live)

College Basketball 
Cincinnati at Southern Method-
ist.  (Live) 

College Basketball 
UCLA at Stanford. (Live)

NHL Hockey 
Detroit Red Wings at Colorado 
Avalanche. (Live)

NHL Hockey 
Detroit Red Wings at Colorado 
Avalanche. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Basket-
ball Phoenix Suns at Portland 
Trail Blazers. (Live) 

11:00 p.m. College 
Basketball USC at California. 
(Live) 

Friday

11:30 a.m. LPGA Tour 
Golf Pure Silk Bahamas Classic, 
Second Round. (Live)

1:00 p.m. FIS 
Alpine Skiing World Champi-
onships: Women’s Downhill. From 
Vail, Colo. (Live) 

3:00 p.m. PGA Tour 
Golf Farmers Insurance Open, 
Second Round. From Torrey Pines 
Golf Club in San Diego. (Live) 

6:30 p.m. College 
Hockey Wisconsin at Penn 
State. (Live)

7:00 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Los Angeles Clippers at 
Toronto Raptors. (Live)

College Basketball 
Dayton at George Washington. 
(Live)

7:30 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Denver Nuggets at 
Detroit Pistons. (Live)

8:00 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at 
Winnipeg Jets. (Live)

Women’s College 
Basketball Providence at Seton 
Hall. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. College 
Hockey Ohio State at Minne-
sota. (Live)

Boxing Friday Night 
Fights. Abie Han vs. Sergio Mora. 
From Biloxi, Miss. (Live) 

9:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Miami Heat at San 
Antonio Spurs. (Live) 

Radio today

7 p.m.
College basketball — Iowa at 
Michigan (WSJM-AM, 1400)

Friday

5:45 p.m.
High school basketball dou-
bleheader — Lakeshore at St. 
Joseph (WSJM-AM, 1400)

7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basket-
ball — Coloma at South Haven 
(WCSY-FM, 103.7)

8 p.m.
NHL — Blackhawks at Jets 
(WGN-AM 720)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com

Sports staff

Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 749

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 220

Austin Bornheim
Sports Writer
abornheim@TheHP.com
429-2400 ext. 222

Don Campbell / HP staff

The Niles competitive cheer team performs during the second round of the Southwestern Michi-
gan Athletic Conference meet on Wednesday at St. Joseph High School.

Harbaugh pleased with 1st U-M recruiting class
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

ANN ARBOR — Jim 
Harbaugh’s first recruiting 
class at Michigan received 
tepid reviews.

The Wolverines con-
firmed 14 members of their 
2015 class Wednesday, their 
first since Harbaugh took 
over as coach in late De-
cember amid considerable 
fanfare. Michigan’s small 
class was ranked well out-
side the top 25 by both 
Scout and Rivals, under-
scoring the challenge Har-
baugh faced in securing re-
cruits after being hired just 
over a month before signing 
day.

Harbaugh took over at 
Michigan after four seasons 
in the NFL. He was previ-
ously a coach at Stanford, 
so the recruiting process 
was by no means foreign to 
him.

“Somebody just asked me 
the question, did I just go 

right into it and pick up 
right where I left off at 
Stanford? No, I did not,” he 
said. “I picked up two days 
after an NFL season and 
had to familiarize yourself  
with who the players are, 
high school coaches again. 
Had not spent the whole 
fall evaluating tape. I had 
been coaching the San 
Francisco 49ers. It took 
some time.”

The Wolverines did land 
quarterback Zach Gentry 
of Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. Tight end Tyrone 
Wheatley Jr. also signed 
with Michigan, and quar-
terback Alex Malzone of 
Bloomfield Hills joins the 
Wolverines after being 
named The Associated 
Press player of the year in 
Michigan in Division 1-2.

Wide receiver Brian Cole 
of Saginaw is another solid 
prospect Michigan landed 
from inside the state, where 
the Wolverines face increas-
ing competition from Mich-

igan State and others.
“One of the very favorite 

players in this class,” Har-
baugh said of Cole. “He 
has a special gift of person-
ality and class and humility, 
and he is a real winner with 
great parents. This is a class 
with great families and great 
parents. We talked about 
the branch not falling too 
far from the tree — we have 
some incredible young-
sters.”

Although this class isn’t 
turning too many heads na-
tionally, the cupboard 
shouldn’t be bare this sea-
son in Ann Arbor by any 
means. Harbaugh’s prede-
cessor, Brady Hoke, landed 
the nation’s fourth-ranked 
recruiting class in 2012 and 
the second-ranked class in 
2013, according to Scout.

Michigan does need to 
resolve its quarterback situ-
ation after losing senior 
Devin Gardner. Gentry and 
Malzone may have bright 
futures.

“I will start with Alex. As 
I have said, another exam-
ple of somebody who has 
been a winner. Everything 
he does, he wins. Excellent 
thrower of the football. He 
has a real savvy in the pock-
et. I think his accuracy is 
outstanding,” Harbaugh 
said. “Zach is also very tal-
ented. He is very fast, he 
has some real physical attri-
butes that not every quar-
terback has, and he is some-
body that works extremely 
hard at the game — espe-
cially during the offseason 
— on his technique, on his 
throwing. I am excited 
about both Alex and 
Zach.”

Michigan

Top 25 Class: No
Best in class: Brian Cole, WR, Saginaw, 
Mich.
Best of the rest: Tyree Kinnel, DB, Huber 
Heights, Ohio
Late addition: Tyrone Wheatley Jr., TE, 
Buffalo, N.Y.
One that got away: Mike Weber, RB, 
Detroit (Ohio State)
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