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New releases
‘Fifty Shades of Grey’

A mousy college student 
begins a steamy relationship 
with a kinky billionaire. Stars 
Jamie Dornan, Dakota Johnson 
and Jennifer Ehle. Rated R for 
strong sexual content including 
dialogue, some unusual behav-
ior and graphic nudity, and for 
language. Running time:  
122 minutes.

‘Kingsman:  
The Secret Service’

A street kid is recruited into a 
super-secret spy organization 
just as a global threat emerges 
from an evil tech genius. Stars 
Colin Firth, Taron Egerton and 
Michael Caine. Also in D-BOX. 
Rated R for sequences of 
strong violence, language and 
some sexual content. Running 
time: 129 minutes.

New this week
‘Still Alice’

Alice Howland, happily mar-
ried with three grown children, 
is a renowned linguistics pro-
fessor who receives a devas-
tating diagnosis. Stars Julianne 
Moore, Alec Baldwin, and Kris-
ten Stewart. Rated PG-13 for 
mature thematic material, and 
brief language including a sex-
ual reference. Running time: 
101 minutes.

Still showing
‘American Sniper’

Navy SEAL sniper Chris Kyle’s 
pinpoint accuracy saves count-
less lives on the battlefield, but 
after four tours of duty it is the 
war he can’t leave behind. 
Stars Bradley Cooper, Luke 
Grimes, Sienna Miller. Rated R 
for strong and disturbing war 
violence, and language 
throughout including some 
sexual references. Running 
time: 132 minutes.

‘Black or White’
A widower raising his biracial 

granddaughter becomes 
embroiled in a bitter custody 
battle. Stars Kevin Costner, 
Octavia Spencer and Gillian 
Jacobs. Rated PG-13 for brief 
strong language, thematic 
material involving drug use and 
drinking, and for a fight. Run-
ning time: 121 minutes.

‘The Boy Next Door’
A high school teacher coping 

with a failed marriage and rais-
ing a teenage son has an affair 
with her much younger neigh-
bor. Stars Jennifer Lopez, Ryan 
Guzman and John Corbett. 
Rated R for violence, sexual 
content/nudity and language. 
Running time: 91 minutes.

‘The Imitation Game’
English mathematician and 

logician Alan Turing helps crack 
the Enigma code during World 
War II. Stars Benedict Cumber-
batch, Keira Knightley and Mat-
thew Goode. Rated PG-13 for 

some sexual references, mature 
thematic material and historical 
smoking. Running time: 114 
minutes.

‘Jupiter Ascending’
A house cleaner has her life 

turned upside down when she 
learns she is intergalactic royal-
ty. Stars Channing Tatum, Mila 
Kunis, Sean Bean and Eddie 
Redmayne. Also in 3-D and 
D-BOX. Rated PG-13 for some 
violence, sequences of sci-fi 
action, some suggestive content 
and partial nudity. Running time: 
125 minutes.

‘Paddington’
A Peruvian bear travels to the 

city in search of a home. Stars 
Ben Whishaw, Hugh Bonneville 
and Sally Hawkins. Rated PG for 
mild action and rude humor. 
Running time: 95 minutes.

‘Project Almanac’
A high school student and his 

friends build a time machine, 
with potentially dire conse-

quences. Stars Jonny Weston, 
Sofia Black-D’Elia and Sam 
Lerner. Rated PG-13 for some 
language and sexual content. 
Running time: 106 minutes.

‘Selma’
The first Hollywood production 

to put Martin Luther King Jr. 
front and center follows King 
and the civil rights marches that 
changed America. Stars David 
Oyelowo, Tom Wilkinson, and 
Carmen Ejogo. Rated PG-13 for 
intense sequences of real 
drama and violence. Running 
time: 127 minutes.

‘Seventh Son’
The sole remaining warrior of 

a mystical order searches for a 
prophesied hero to help him 
vanquish a dark queen. Stars 
Jeff Bridges, Ben Barnes and 
Julianne Moore. Also in 3-D. 
Rated PG-13 for intense fantasy 
violence and action throughout, 
frightening images and brief 
strong language. Running time: 
102 minutes.

‘SpongeBob:  
Sponge Out of Water’

A goofy sea sponge and his 
friends venture to the surface 
world to foil an evil pirate. Also 
in 3-D. Rated PG for mild action 
and rude humor. Running time: 
93 minutes.

‘Taken 3’
An ex-spook finds himself on 

the run from a savvy police 
inspector after being falsely 
accused of killing his wife. Rated 
PG-13 for intense sequences of 
violence and action, and for brief 
strong language. Running time: 
109 minutes.

‘The Wedding Ringer’
A shy young groom needs to 

impress his in-laws, so he turns 
to a best-man-for-hire to help. 
Stars Kaley Cuoco-Sweeting, 
Josh Gad and Kevin Hart. Rated 
R for crude and sexual content, 
language throughout, some 
drug use and brief graphic nudi-
ty. Running time: 101 minutes.

– From HP Staff and Wire Reports

Fifty Shades of dissatisfaction 
By LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

Curious? The posters for 
“Fifty Shades of Grey” 

coyly ask. 
Whether or not you’re 

one of the 100 million who 
bought, and presumably 
read, E L James’ kinky 
book, the buzz alone sur-
rounding this “Twilight” fan 
fiction turned international 
phenomenon is enough to 
pique the interest of a rock. 
“Fifty Shades of Grey” is 
inherently spectacle.

With all that irresistible 
anticipation, how could a 
movie about BDSM be so 
run of the mill? The short 
answer: fear and money. It’s 
one thing to read about the 
bondage-enabled sexual 
awakening of a virgin. It’s 
quite another to see it de-
picted on screen.

Director Sam Taylor-
Johnson had an impossible 
mission on her hands to 
meld the tawdry with the 
conventional. It’s like trying 
to mash up the sensibilities 
of Lars von Trier with Nan-
cy Meyers to create an end 
product that will be appeal-
ing on a mass scale. In try-
ing to please everyone, 
though, “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” has stripped away the 
fun and settled on palatable. 
There have been perfume 

commercials with more 
depth and story arc. 

For the uninitiated, “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” is about lit 
student Anastasia Steele 
(Dakota Johnson) and her 
torrid affair with 27-year-
old billionaire Christian 
Grey (Jamie Dornan). They 
meet on a lark, when her as-
piring journalist roommate 
gets ill and Anastasia agrees 
to help out by subbing in to 
interview the handsome 
mogul. 

The two are made to look 
as mismatched as possible. 
She’s a clumsy innocent 
with a childish ponytail in 
tights and a cardigan, he 
looks like he’s just stepped 
out of an ad for bespoke 

suits and new money pre-
tention. We’re supposed to 
believe that sparks fly im-
mediately, but this first 
meeting conjures up the dy-
namic of a predator and a 
scared feral animal more 
than anything else.

Still, something snaps in 
Christian and he decides he 
must have her as his own. 
He starts popping up every-
where, from the hardware 
store where she works to the 
college bar where she’s had 
a bit too much to drink to 
save her from a handsy 
friend.  

Soon he’s whisking Ana 
(Ms. Steele as he calls her) 
away on his helicopter to a 
garish bachelor’s pad/pent-
house apartment, wooing 
her with white wine (but not 
too much, as he constantly 
reminds her), domineering 
gazes, and antiquated for-
malities. Laughable sexual 
innuendo peppers all their 
conversations.

But instead of the will-
they-won’t-they tension that 
even the silliest sitcom can 
pull off effectively, the un-
fortunate consequence is 
that the nearly 40 minutes 
that it takes for Christian 
and Ana to go under the 
sheets almost seem more 
gratuitous than anything 
that happens in the Red 
Room of Pain. Also, after 

the sex starts, so do the ex-
haustive and dull contract 
negotiations. 

The chemistry between 
Johnson and Dornan is de-
cent, even if they do seem to 
be acting in different movies. 
Dornan’s Christian is a hu-
morless caricature, while 
Johnson’s Ana is actually 
quite likable, funny and 
strong-willed. In a film full 
of flaws, Johnson is an un-
deniable bright spot.

A lot has been made about 
what the popularity of 
James’s book says about 
American women and their 
sexual fantasies. On screen, 
that conversation makes 
even less sense. Fans hunger-
ing for less conventional de-
pictions of sex haven’t been 
looking hard enough – non-
pornographic sex is not un-
chartered territory in cine-
ma, or even television for 
that matter. There is more 
scintillating material in a 
premium HBO show than in 
this version of E.L. James’s 
book.  

“Fifty Shades of Grey,” 
had an opportunity here to 
do something different – to 
give a mass audience some-
thing worthy of all the hype. 

We may have all been curi-
ous going in, but by the time 
the credits roll, there’s an-
other question that springs 
to mind: Is that all there is? 

Universal Pictures and Focus Features photo

Dakota Johnson, left, and Jamie Dornan appear in a scene from “Fifty Shades of Grey.”

‘Fifty Shades of Grey’
✭ 
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Starring: Jamie Dornan, 
Dakota Johnson, Jennifer 
Ehle, Marcia Gay Harden, 
Luke Grimes

Directed by: Sam Taylor-
Johnson

Written by: Kelly Marcel, 
based on the E.L. James novel

Running time: 122 minutes

Rated: R
(for strong sexual content including 

dialogue, some unusual behavior and 

graphic nudity, and for language)

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS
Trynchuk, Yun, Framil 
to play Howard Center

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Violinist Carla Trynchuk, 
pianist Chi Yong Yun and 
cellist Stephen Framil per-
form Franz Schubert’s “Pia-
no Trio in B-flat major” and 
Antonin Dvorak’s “Trio in 
F minor” at 8 p.m. Saturday 
at Andrews University’s 
Howard Performing Arts 
Center, 4160 E. Campus 
Circle Drive.

Trynchuk is a graduate of 
The Juilliard School and a 
professor of music at An-
drews University. Yun is the 
director of piano studies at 
Andrews University. They 
will be joined by Framil, 
who has appeared as a solo-

ist with orchestras around 
the world. 

Tickets are $10, and free 
for students.

For more information, call 
471-3560, 888-467-6442 or 
visit howard.andrews.edu.

Catania among artists 
featured at SCA

SAUGATUCK — An 
opening reception for “Mol-
ten Magic,” an exhibit high-
lighting regional glass artists 
with connections to Ox-Bow 
School of Art, takes place 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday 
at the Saugatuck Center for 
the Arts, 400 Culver St.

The exhibit features ves-
sels, wire, mixed metal and 
blown glass from Benton 

Harbor’s Jerry Catania as 
well as Jeff Blandford, Jessi-
ca Bohus, Todd Knight, 
Kait Rhoads and Albert 
Young. A special collection 
of glass pieces produced 
during Ox-Bow Friday night 
“open studio” sessions and 
pieces from Water Street 
Glassworks Fired Up! pro-
gram also will be on display.

Admission is free. The ex-
hibit continues through 
March 27.

For more information, 
call 857-2399 or visit www.
sc4a.org.

LMC holding auditions 
for community cabaret

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Lake Michigan Col-

lege Theatre Department is 
holding open auditions for 
the second annual commu-
nity Cabaret from 7-9 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 20, and 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
21, in the Hanson Theatre 
at LMC’s Mendel Center, 
2755 E. Napier Ave.

Anyone with a special 
talent is welcome to try 
out. Performers should 
come prepared with sheet 
music or a CD recording.

The Cabaret is directed 
by Carol Orlaske and will 
be performed April 25 at 
the Mendel Center.

For more information, 
call the Performing Arts 
Department at 927-8876 
or Carol Orlaske at 449-
0077.

NOW PLAYING

“U.S. Presidents: The 
Great, Near-Great and 
Not-So-Great” at 1 p.m. 
Saturday. Tim Moore of 
Lake Michigan College will 
share his presidential rat-
ings game.

The “shape note” singing 
method from the 18th cen-
tury will be explored by the 
Friends of New Buffalo Li-
brary beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Feb. 23. Shape note 
singer Suzanne Flandreau 
will share her insight to this 
singing school movement.

Niles  
The library will be closed 

Monday to celebrate Presi-
dent’s Day. 

The Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program will again be of-
fering help with tax filing 
starting in February. Call 
211 to reach a scheduler for 
this United Way program. 

The Coalition meets at 2 
p.m. Saturdays.

Winter reading bingo is 
back. Game runs through 
March 28. 

Twisted Stiches meets at 
1 p.m. Fridays. 

Jr. Garden Club will 
meet at 1 p.m. Saturday to 
discuss pet rocks. 

Our cult classic after-
hours movie “Princess 
Bride” will be shown at 6 
p.m. Saturday. 

Teen movie night will 
show “Hairspray” at 4 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Olive Branch Book Club 
will meet at Massimo’s at 
6:30 p.m. Feb. 24. 

St. Joseph  
Janet Snelgrove will be at 

the library at 5:30 p.m. 
Mondays for Tai Chi.

Lakeshore Rug Hookers 

meet at the library from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays.

Sodus
Game Group meets at 

2:15 p.m. on the first Mon-
day of each month. Nee-
dlework Club meets at 2:15 
p.m. every Monday there-
after. 

Library Board will meet 
at 4 p.m. Feb. 24. 

South Haven
Story Time with Miss 

Doni meets at 11 a.m. Tues-
days. 

Tunebugs, music explo-
ration for little kids, will 
meet from 10:30-11:30 p.m. 
Fridays.

Three Oaks
Storytime will be 10:30 

a.m. Fridays.

Van Buren
Van Buren District Li-

brary announces that all 
locations will be closed 
Monday in observance of 
Presidents’ Day.

Anyone interested in 
learning the basics of ge-
nealogical research is invit-
ed to an informal study 
group at Webster Memorial 
Library in Decatur. The 
group will meet from 10 
a.m.-noon Saturday and 
March 14. The focus of the 
group is providing individ-
ual help to those just learn-
ing to conduct family re-
search, and utilize the 
library’s free access to An-
cestry and American An-
cestors. Researchers may 
use the library’s free WiFi 
with their personal laptops, 
tablets or phones.

Watervliet 
Toddler Time is at 10:30 

a.m. Tuesdays. 
Yoga class will not be 

held Wednesday. Class will 
resume Feb. 25. 
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Elizabeth Paloyan, Alexis 
Pendergrass, Bailey Rank, 
Luke Richards, Bryce Schiff, 
Ryan Scouler, Lucas 
Tomaszewski, Lucas Utter, 
Sophie Wagner, Jonah Yardley, 
Nicholas Zimanski.

Grade 8
Maize Honor Roll –  

3.5-4.0 GPA
Jihoo Choi, Nathaniel Cole, 

Megan Corbe, Sara Cross-
man, Celine Darr, Jason Del-
lay, Alana Denton-Walsh, Eli-
jah Edlefson, Andriana Enix, 
Kayla Ernst, Jared Evans, 
Lane Everett, Courtney Far-
rish, Angela Forestieri, Ketaki 
Gaikwad, Madison Gonzalez, 
Megan Guldan, Aashish 
Harikrishnan, Noah Hayden, 
Jenna Heckathorn, Sydney 
Hill, Madeline Hodgson, Lau-
ren Hokanson, Natalie Hop-
kins, Maxwell Hunter, Mor-
gan Hutchens, Meghan Hyun, 
Reilly Igoe, Nadia Judge, Neil 
Kasbekar, Ashley Ke, Brenda 
Kelley, Aaron Knuth, Alyssa 
Knuth, Alexander Kochs, 
Raymond Kunkel, Alicia 
Kusaka, Megan Lear, Kara 
Lehner, Erin Maddix, Serenity 
Mercado, Brian Merle, Sar-
varia Mitchell, Jack Moody, 
Paul Moon, Emily Morlock, 
Madison Murphy, Maximos 
Nolan, Griffin Nowell, Kelsey 
Oberer, Brooke Oleson, Grace 
Ondrias, Erin Penner, Morgan 
Piontek, Avery Polhamus, 
Kyle Reck, Nolan Rich, Grace 
Richards, Cailey Rooker, 
Julia Rydin, Hunter Sanders, 

Jordan Sanderson, Amanda 
Schoudt, Sophia Schults, 
Mikayela Scott, Jessica Scri-
ma-Bailey, Avery Shepherd, 
Jagroop Singh, Patrick Sohn, 
Matthew Sparkman, Isabelle 
Svec, Patricia Terry, Demi 
Thomsen, Vera Tikhonova, 
Carolyn Turak, Andreas 
Vetne, Hunter Vincek, Briana 
Walsh, Jack Warden, Lucas 
Winans, Hudson Woodruff, 
Chad Wrege, Katherine 
Zhang.

Blue Honor Roll –  
3.0 - 3.49 GPA

Andrew Adams, Jack 
Altholz, Liam Berndt, Sierra 
Binder, Elizabeth Bolin, Josh-
ua Burns, Jadyn Burwell, 
Alyssa Bush, Anthony Cellen-
tani, Samuel Cooper, Tyler 
Criss, Danielle Cristobal, 
Kayla Flanagan, Devon 
Frenchko, Bradley Gaver, 
Joshua Griffin, Alexis Heath, 
Zachary Hempel, Dillon Her-
man, Kayla Howard, Grant 
Huie, Amanda Jones, Sydney 
Jonker, Noah Kalkman, Haid-
en Kovalska, Zachary Kuria-
ta, Juliet La Foe, Daniel Law-
rick, Natasha Lindsay, Hailey 
Mawhinney, Olivia McQueen, 
Isaac Meyer, Anthony Miceli, 
Siobhan Miller, Emily Mon-
aghan, Zachary Morauske, 
Benjamin Newland, Ryan 
Okonski, Benjamin Perry, 
Hailey Pruitt, Frank Quar-
dokus, Aliya Shapiro, Zoe 
Sherbit, Karanpreet Singh, 
Morgan Sweet, Mae Urness, 
Ethan Valdes, Zoe Vaughn, 
Brock Vaught, Jack Veersma, 
Maylee Von Behren, Jeri 
Wakefield, Michael Wood, 
Venkat Yenduri.
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