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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Bridgman boys eye outright BCS West title
By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

Bridgman’s boys basket-
ball team already has a 
share of the fi rst Berrien-
Cass-St. Joseph Conference 
West Division title.

The Bees can make it an 
outright title if  they win 

Saturday at Brandywine.
“It’d be great,” Bridgman 

coach Mike Miller said. “I 
think that’d be special. 
We’re really happy we 
clinched a share.”

Bridgman (6-1, 13-4) se-
cured its share with a 67-62 
victory over New Buffalo 
on Monday. It was the Bees’ 
third victory over the Bison 
this season, all by seven 
points or less.

Though the BCS will have 

crossover games between 
East and West Division 
teams, Miller said the league 
will not crown an overall 
champion. He has been 
pleased, however, with the 
competition in the West.

“I’m happy with it,” Mill-
er said. “Geographically it’s 
close, and there’s a lot of 
very good basketball teams 
in it.”

Point guard Nick Knowl-
ton has been key to Bridg-

man’s success. He’s averag-
ing 18 points, 8.9 assists and 
seven steals per game.

“He’s the best point guard 
I’ve ever coached, and that’s 
saying a lot,” Miller said. 
“We’ve had a lot of out-
standing point guards at 
Bridgman. He’s doing it 
with assists, with scoring 
and with defense.”

Class C No. 2 Brandy-
wine won the BCS West 
girls title. Here’s how other 

local conference races are 
shaping up:

SMAC West
Friday’s Lakeshore at 

Benton Harbor double-
header is key to both South-
western Michigan Athletic 
Conference West Division 
races.

In the girls game, Lake-
shore (8-0, 16-2) could 
clinch its second straight 
outright title by beating 

Benton Harbor (6-2, 13-5). 
The Lancers have already 
locked up at least a share.

On the boys side, Lake-
shore (7-0, 15-1) won the 
fi rst meeting 62-42. That 
was the only division loss 
for Benton Harbor (6-1, 13-
4), who could move into a 
tie with a victory.

Lakeshore girls have won 
11 straight, while the boys 
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Lake Michigan College’s Labradford Sebree shoots over Kalamazoo Valley Community Col-
lege’s Tevis Robinson during the first half of Wednesday’s game.

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Rallying to a win

By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A solid opening 20 
minutes was nearly un-
done by an uneven begin-
ning to the second half.

T h e 
L a k e 
Michigan 
C o l l e g e 
men’s bas-
k e t b a l l 
team saw 
what was 
at one time 
a 16-point 
lead turn 
into a tie 
game with 

14:14 left to play.
The RedHawks rallied, 

however, hitting 5 of 8 
3-pointers down the 
stretch to beat Kalamazoo 
Valley Community Col-
lege 71-61 in a Michigan 
Community College Ath-
letic Association West Di-
vision game.

The LMC women fell to 
KVCC 62-60.

“If they take the lead 
there it completely chang-
es the look of the game,” 
LMC men’s coach Doug 
Schaffer said. “To be able 
to rally back after they 
tied was certainly the key 
to the second half. Our 
guys showed tremendous 
poise to stay focused and 
keep playing the way they 

know how.”
The barrage of 3-point-

ers was started by Alec 
Brown, who made four in 
all, and was continued by 
Michael Bush to give the 
RedHawks (10-3 MC-
CAA, 19-7) a small cush-
ion.

LaBradford Sebree, the 
game’s leading scorer with 

23 points, connected on 
back-to-back 3-pointers 
to get the LMC lead back 
to double digits.

“When we see one go in 
and then another go we all 
start to get confi dence,” 
Sebree said. “We have 
some good shooters and 

Lions’ Mayhew 
optimistic on 
Suh re-signing
By DAVE BIRKETT
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
Detroit Lions continue to 
express optimism that Nda-
mukong Suh will be back 
for another season with the 
team, without offering any 
tangible proof that they’re 
close to signing the all-pro 
defensive tackle to a long-
term contract.

Lions general manager 
Martin Mayhew on 
Wednesday joined the cho-
rus of voices saying that he 
believes Suh will be back 
with the team in 2015, while 
admitting there’s a chance 
that both Suh and fellow 
defensive tackle Nick Fair-
ley could be playing else-
where this fall.

“Very optimistic we’re 
going to get something 
done,” Mayhew said. “I 
don’t have a timetable as to 
when it’s going to happen, 
but I feel good about it.”

The Lions plan to meet 
with Suh’s agent, Jimmy 

Sexton, during the NFL 
combine this week, in an ef-
fort to sign him to a long-
term deal before free agency 
opens March 10.

Suh wants to be the high-
est-paid defensive player in 
the NFL, at a price of more 
than $16.5 million per year, 
and he’ll be the most cov-
eted free agent available if  
he’s allowed to hit the mar-
ket.

Mayhew said that the 
team has not decided whith-
er it will use the franchise 
tag to restrict Suh’s move-
ment should the two sides 
fail to reach agreement on a 
long-term deal before the 
franchise tag deadline 
March 2.

Because of previous re-
structurings of his contract, 
Suh would make $26.9 mil-
lion on the tag for 2015, 
about half of the guaran-
teed money he could expect 
on a long-term deal.

“Obviously, you make 

Charles Rex Arbogast / AP

Chicago right wing Kris Versteeg (23) takes a shot on goal as 
Detroit defenseman Niklas Kronwall (55) and Jimmy Howard 
defend during the first period of Wednesday’s game.

Red Wings beat 
’Hawks in shootout

CHICAGO (AP) — 
Tomas Tatar scored in regu-
lation and in the shootout, 
leading Jimmy Howard and 
the Detroit Red Wings to a 
3-2 victory over the Chica-
go Blackhawks on Wednes-
day night.

G u s t a v 
Nyquist also 
scored in the 
t i ebreaker 
for Detroit, 
which won 

for just the third time in 11 
shootouts this season. Dar-
ren Helm had a goal and an 
assist, and Howard made 
32 saves through overtime.

Jonathan Toews gave 
Chicago the lead with a 
goal in the fi rst round of the 
shootout, but Patrick 
Kane’s backhander went 
off the crossbar, and Pat-
rick Sharp was stopped by 
Crawford on the fi nal at-
tempt.

Brandon Saad and Kris 
Versteeg scored in regula-
tion for Chicago, and Corey 
Crawford had 26 saves. The 
Blackhawks dropped to 
2-0-3 on their season-high, 

eight-game homestand.
The Original Six rivals 

again played a close game 
that featured a solid perfor-
mance by each goalie. They 
exchanged goals in a 39-sec-
ond span of the second, 
and then a 43-second stretch 
of the third.

The Red Wings grabbed 
the lead for the second time 
when Helm’s persistence in 
front of the net paid off. 
Helm’s shot from in close 
was knocked down by 
Blackhawks defenseman 
Brent Seabrook, but he 
stayed with the puck and 
scored his 13th goal as he 
was falling with 2:06 left in 
regulation.

With the crowd of 22,112 
still buzzing after Helm’s 
play, the Blackhawks quick-
ly tied it again. Versteeg’s 
slap shot from the top of 
the left circle went off How-
ard’s glove, over Toews and 
then off Detroit defense-
man Niklas Kronwall’s 
right shoulder and stick for 
the dramatic goal at 18:37.

New 
Bears 
staff 
mum on 
Cutler
By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Both the coach and general 
manager of the Chicago 
Bears were given ample op-
portunity Wednesday to en-
dorse Jay Cutler as their 
quarterback for 2015 and 
beyond. 

Time and 
again, they 
declined. 

“We’re go-
ing to ask this 
about eight 
d i f f e r e n t 
ways?” coach 
John Fox said 
after one of 
the attempts 

Wednesday at the NFL 
scouting combine. “I don’t 
think there’s any question 
that there’s ability and tal-
ent there. But there’s a lot 
more that goes into it, and 
we’re evaluating that as we 
speak.”

The Bears signed Cutler 
to a seven-year contract 
worth $54 million guaran-
teed last offseason, with the 
thought that he’d lead them 
into the next decade. But 
2014 was a debacle in Chi-
cago. The Bears fi nished 
5-11, coach Mark Trestman 
got fi red and Cutler tied for 
the league lead in intercep-
tions (18) and was in the 
middle of controversy all 
season. 

Fox said he met with Cut-
ler when he was hired in 
Chicago last month, but 
when pressed, the coach of-
fered up nothing about 
what he took out of that 
meeting. 

“I’m just getting to know 
him,” Fox said. “Everyone’s 
got perceptions. This is a re-
lationship business and that 
takes time. I don’t want to 
stand up here and give you 
a fi nal evaluation when 
maybe I’m a fourth through 
the test.”

The Bears brought in free 
agent Josh McCown for a 
workout and Fox said 
“there’s obviously interest 
or we probably wouldn’t 
have met with him.”

Cutler is 44-38 as the 
Bears starter, and has led 
the Bears within a game of 
the Super Bowl only once. 
He has never had a passer 
rating over 90.

Bears general manager 
Ryan Pace was every bit as 
noncommittal as his coach 
when asked about having 
Cutler back this season. 
Cutting him would count as 
much as $15.5 million 
against the Bears salary cap, 
though there are ways to re-
coup some of that loss. 

“We’re still evaluating all 
of that, obviously, going 
through this whole thing,” 
Pace said. “I don’t want to 
rush any decisions. I want 
to max out the time that we 
have and just be thorough 
with every one of these.”

FOX

See LIONS, page C4
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Lake Michigan College’s Shalay Stevens shoots over Kala-
mazoo Valley Community College’s Daejia Hill during the first 
half of Wednesday’s game.

Other conference 
races still up for grabs

See HOOPS, page C2

LMC men hold off 
KVCC; RedHawk 
women fall on     
last-second shot

LMC men

71
KVCC

61

KVCC women

62
LMC

60

See REDHAWKS, page C2

Detroit

3
Chicago

2

See WINGS, page C4
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we hit some big 3s on some 
big possessions.”

The LMC defense has 
some equally important 
possessions.

The RedHawks zone al-
lowed them to go on a 19-8 
run and get the game back 
under control.

“We went zone and 
packed it in, and that threw 
them off,” Schaffer said. 
“Those stops were huge be-
cause it allowed our offense 
to get back in form.”

The LMC women were 
unable to hold off KVCC’s 
second-half surge.

The RedHawks led by 12 
at halftime, but were trail-
ing by the 12-minute mark 
of the second half.

The two teams, who are 
first and second in the divi-
sion, traded baskets before 
LMC (10-3, 18-8) took a 
slim 4-point lead.

“First half we were get-
ting the ball down the court, 
but in the second half the 

forced us into a half court 
game which favors them,” 
LMC women’s coach Jason 
Cooper said.

That lead wouldn’t last 
either, as posts Mallory 
Sewell and Michaela 
DeKilder put the Cougars 
ahead.

Sabrina Trujillo looked to 
have salvaged the game for 
LMC with a game-tying 
3-pointer with 18 seconds to 
go. But as it had twice before, 
KVCC took the lead and the 
game on a Daejia Jill layup 
with five seconds to go.

“It came down to a last 
second shot and defensively, 
again, we were unable to get 
a stop when we need it,” 
Cooper said.

The RedHawks struggled 
with KVCC’s size inside all 
game, being outrebounded 
43-37  and giving up 41 
points to the Cougar posts.

“We don’t really have the 
size to be able to guard 
them inside, so their inside 
presence really hurt us,” 
Cooper said.

Trujillo and Sewell each 
finished with 18 points.

KVCC (14-0, 25-2) 
clinched the MCCAA West 
Division with the win.

“This was a big game for 
us, but now we focus on the 
last couple games and hope 
we get to see them again in 
the regional,” Cooper said.

KALAMAZOO VALLEY 62, LMC WOMEN 60

KALAMAZOO  VALLEY  C O MM UNIT Y 
COLLEGE (62)
Khadijah Seawood 5 2-2 12, Mallory Sewell 
9 0-0 18, Daejia Hill 2 1-1 5, Destiny Froberg 
1 0-0 2, Taylor Leach 6 0-0 14, Michaela 
DeKilder 5 1-2 11. Totals: 28 4-5 62.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (60)
Shelby Frederick 3 0-0 6, Shalay Stevens 

2 6-9 10, Nicole Decker 6 3-4 16, Jasmine 
Love 3 0-0 7, Sabrina Trujillo 7 2-2 18, Lexi 
Firovich 1 0-0 3. Totals: 22 11-15 60.
Halftime — LMC 35-23. 3-point goals — 
LMC 5 (Trujillo 2), KVCC 2 (Leach 2). Total 
fouls — LMC 12, KVCC 10. Fouled out — 
none. Technical fouls — none. Rebounds — 
LMC 37 (Stevens 11, Decker 10), KVCC 43 
(DeKilder 12, Hill 8, Sewell 7). Assists — LMC 
13 (Stevens 5, Trujillo 3, Lee 3), KVCC 13 (Hill 
5, Cochran 4). Steals — LMC 11 (Stevens 4, 
Decker 3), KVCC 7 (Leach 3).
Records — LMC 10-3 MCCAA West, 18-8; 
Kalamazoo Valley 14-0, 25-2.

LMC MEN 71, KALAMAZOO VALLEY 61

KALAM AZOO  VALLEY  C O MM UNIT Y 
COLLEGE (61)
Tevis Robinson 2 0-0 4, Hunter Powell 3 1-2 
7, Davonte Harris 7 3-3 17, Terry Davis 3 
1-2 7, Jacob Watts-Jenkins 4 1-3 9, Jibreel 

Hussein 5 0-0 15, Devrin Hill 0 2-2 2. Totals: 
24 8-12 61.
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE (71)
Jamare Washington 1 0-0 2, Arsenio Arrington 
4 0-1 8, Alec Brown 5 0-1 14, LaBradford 
Sebree 9 3-4 23, Michael Bush 3 6-9 13, 
Kevion Morse 2 1-2 5, Mitch Meyer 2 0-0 6. 
Totals: 26 10-17 71.
Halftime — LMC 34-26. 3-point goals — 
LMC 9 (Brown 4, Sebree 2, Meyer 2), KVCC 
5 (Hussein 5). Total fouls — LMC 13, KVCC 
18. Fouled out — Powell (KVCC). Technical 
fouls — none. Rebounds — LMC 33 (Morse 
8), KVCC 26 (Harris 6). Assists — LMC 19 
(Bush 6), KVCC 11 (Harris 5). Steals — LMC 
11 (Sebree 5), KVCC 6.
Records — LMC 10-3 MCCAA West, 19-7; 
Kalamazoo Valley 8-6, 13-14.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 
932-0370; @HPBornheim
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have won 12 in a row.

Red Arrow
Eau Claire (10-0, 12-2) 

tops the Red Arrow boys 
standings, while Michigan 
Lutheran (7-0, 12-1) leads 
the girls race.

Both will have to hold 
off challenges from Lake 
Michigan Catholic. Both 
Laker teams are 7-1 in the 
league, and will get anoth-
er crack at the leaders in 
the final weeks of the reg-
ular season.

SAC
Both Southwestern 

Athletic Conference title 
game matchups are set.

The boys game will fea-
ture Lawrence and Fen-
nville, who have identical 
16-1 records. Lawrence’s 
lone loss came to Fen-
nville, a 51-40 defeat last 
month.

Decatur (17-2) will play 
Gobles (17-0) for the girls 
title Friday. Gobles, 
ranked No. 4 in Class C, 
won the regular season 
meeting 58-22.

Wolverine
Dowagiac (7-1, 13-2) 

has clinched at least a 
share of the Wolverine 
West boys title, and can 
win it outright by winning 
either of its final two divi-
sion games.

Paw Paw and Plainwell 
have locked up the girls 
division titles.

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 
932-0366, @HPBenSanders

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College’s Nicole Decker shoots over Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s 
Michaela DeKilder during the second half of Wednesday’s game.

HOOPS
From page C1
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Lake Michigan College’s Michael Bush passes while under pres-
sure from Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s Davonte Har-
ris during the first half of Wednesday’s game.

REDHAWKS
From page C1

Visit The Herald- 
Palladium online

www. 
TheHP. 
com

Visit 


