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LOCAL & STATE
LMC creates med. assistant program
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Add medical assistant to 
the ever-growing list of pro-
grams Lake Michigan Col-
lege plans to offer students.

LMC board members 
gave their go-ahead Tues-
day for the program, which 
will allow students to earn 
an associate’s degree in ap-
plied science.

The program proposal re-
fl ects a long-standing need 
voiced by area employers, 
as a memo in Tuesday’s 
board packet stated.

“The job growth for med-

ical assistants will continue 
to expand as health care or-
ganizations and physicians 
realize their added value,” 
the memo notes. “In some 
regions, medical assistants 
will replace other health 
care workers due to their 
expanded administrative 
and clerical skills.”

The program starts this 
fall with 20 students. The 
college expects a total pro-
jected enrollment of 40 stu-
dents per year.

No additional equipment, 
facilities or faculty will be 
needed to run the program, 
which will complement 
LMC’s other health science 

programs, the memo stated.
On a different academic 

note, LMC mens basketball 
players are experiencing ac-
ademic success off the 
court, according to Clint 
Gabbard, vice president of 
student services. The Red 
Hawks are 7-1.

Last fall, coach Doug 
Shaffer’s players completed 
all 162 credits they attempt-
ed and logged a 2.93 grade 
point average, Gabbard 
said.

Both fi gures are signifi -
cantly higher than the LMC 
average, which Gabbard 
said makes him feel good 
about the role of college 

sports.
“It’s exciting to see Doug 

having the kind of success 
that he’s having on the 
court,” Gabbard said. “It’s 
even more exciting to have 
him tool through those 
numbers, and say, ‘They’re 
all making progress. They’re 
all moving towards their de-
gree.’ That’s why we do ath-
letics.”

The board also set its 
meeting schedule for Feb. 
24, March 24, April 28, 
May 19, June 22, Aug. 25, 
Sept. 22, Oct. 27 and Dec. 
8.

According to the sched-
ule, the April 28 meeting 

date is new – to avoid con-
fl ict with the CTE Banquet 
that’s scheduled for April 
21, at the Mendel Center.

Al meetings begin at 6 
p.m. in the LMC Mendel 
Center’s Executive Board-
room, on the Napier Avenue 
campus, in Benton Harbor 
– with two exceptions.

Those are the May 19 and 
Sept. 22 meetings, which are 
scheduled at the Bertrand 
Crossing and South Haven 
campuses, respectively.

The board has set Feb. 24 
as a workshop for discus-
sion purposes, but no action 
will be taken.

In other business, the 

board completed its lineup 
of offi cers by electing Trust-
ee Judy Truesdell as trea-
surer.

Mary Jo Tomasini and 
Michael Lindley are this 
year’s chairman and vice 
chairman, respectively, in 
keeping with LMC’s policy 
of requiring board mem-
bers to serve rotating posi-
tions.

As part of that process, 
Tomasini also named 
Trusedell to the fi nance 
committee with Lindley and 
Trustee Paul Bergan, who 
was last year’s vice chair-
man. Tomasini replaces Da-
vid Maysick as chairman.

Agent 
hired to sell 
Berrien health 
buildings
By SCOTT AIKEN
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County has selected CORE Real 
Estate of  Stevensville to handle 
the sale of  three health depart-
ment buildings and a vacant 
lot.

The buildings are soon to be 
vacated as the health depart-
ment consolidates its offi ces in a 
renovated facility on Napier Av-
enue in Benton Township.

The county Board of  Com-
missioners on Thursday autho-
rized Administrator Bill Wolf 
to negotiate “asking” prices 
with CORE for the properties 
being sold.

Wolf  was also given the go-
ahead to enter into listing and 
seller’s representation agree-
ments with the fi rm.

The county put out a request 
for proposals for real estate 
services in December. The 
Southwestern Michigan Asso-
ciation of  Realtors distributed 
the request to its members and 
CORE submitted the only re-
sponse.

Being sold are the commer-
cial building and parking lot at 
756 Pipestone St., and residen-
tial-commercial structure at 
785 Pipestone, both in Benton 
Harbor; a commercial building 
at 2106 M-139, and vacant lot 
at 810 Starlite Drive, Benton 
Township.

The county is handling the 
sale of  the main health depart-
ment building at 769 Pipestone, 
which occupies 6.89 acres.

The deadline for submitted 
proposals is 3 p.m. Feb. 4. The 
proposals are to be opened at 
the Feb. 5 county board meet-
ing.

The buildings being listed for 
sale with CORE Real Estate 
have been used as offi ce build-
ings. Under the agreement with 
the county, the fi rm’s fees are to 
be 6 percent for commercial 
property with a listing price of 
$60,000 or greater. For listings 
of  less than $60,000, the fee is 8 
percent.

The health department is in 
the process of  moving into a 
former auto dealership building 
that has been expanded and ex-
tensively renovated.  The site is 
on county-owned property off  
Napier Avenue and near the 
I-94 interchange.

The health department 
worked with a consultant to 
plan the layout of  the structure 
and the work was done at a cost 
of  about $3.2 million.

Michael Mortimore, health 
offi cer for the department, said 
the goal is to move clinic staff  at 
the end of  February and the 
fi rst few days of  March.

Clinic services will not be 
available Feb. 26-27, he said, be-
cause phones and computers 
will be moved at that time.

There should be little work 
disruption for staff  members 
who work in the fi eld, Morti-
more said.

The process of  moving re-
cords and other property is on-
going, he said.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @HPAiken

FAFSA help available Feb. 8 at Lake Michigan College
BENTON HARBOR — Col-

lege-bound students and their 
families can get help fi lling out 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) forms 
from 2-4 p.m. Feb. 8 at Lake 
Michigan College’s Napier Av-
enue Campus. At the event, 
called College Goal Sunday, fi -
nancial aid experts will work 
one on one with individuals to 
discuss all fi nancial aid resourc-

es and admission requirements.
The FAFSA is often the key 

to funding a college education 
and helping families overcome 
fi nancial barriers that otherwise 
prevent students from attend-
ing the institution of  their 
choice. The three-month period 
between January and March is 
the best time for families to ap-
ply.

Those attending need to bring 

their Social Security number; 
2014 federal income tax return 
and/or 2014 W-2 forms and 
other income records; 2014 un-
taxed income records; 2014 
bank statements; 2014 business, 
farm and investment informa-
tion; driver’s license or alien 
registration card for non-citi-
zens; and a FAFSA PIN num-
ber, if  available.

Students 24 and younger are 

encouraged to attend with a 
parent or guardian. The event is 
sponsored by the Michigan De-
partment of  Education, Michi-
gan Guaranty Agency, Michi-
gan Student Financial Aid 
Association and EduGuide.

For more information, call 
LMC’s fi nancial aid offi ce at 
927-8112 or 800-252-1562, ext. 
8112. To pre-register, visit www.
lakemichigancollege.edu/cgs.

South Haven parties through the cold
By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

SOUTH HAVEN — If  you’ve 
got the winter blahs, cheer up, 
because one of  South Haven’s 
most popular festivals is under-
way.

The Ice Breaker festival be-
gan Friday and runs through 
Sunday, and features more than 
a dozen events, including the 
popular ice sculpture contest 
and the professional chili cook-
off.

“Ice Breaker is such an im-
portant winter event for our 
community,” said Susan 
Diepen, assistant director of 
the South Haven Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce, which orga-
nizes the festival each year. 
“The chamber puts the effort 
into this event because it brings 
critical revenue to local busi-
nesses at a time that would oth-
erwise be very slow. We hear 
positive stories each year about 
how the festival weekend gen-
erates needed revenue for over-
head expenses or winter taxes, 
and this encourages us to con-
tinue to plan and implement 
this event.”

Over the years, Ice Breaker 
has grown in terms of  events 
and business participation.

“We have a record number of 
chili cook-off  participants with 

24 this year,” Diepen said. The 
festival has also attracted 50 
businesses and organizations 
willing to sponsor ice blocks 
for the sculpture contest.

“We have two sizes of  ice 
blocks that are delivered for 
carving – 300 pounds and 600 
pounds,” Diepen said.

Several dozen local and out-
of-state carvers will converge 
on South Haven’s downtown 
today to create sculptures on 
Phoenix, Center, Williams, 
Broadway, Kalamazoo, Eagle 
and Huron streets.

“Some of  the carvers are lo-
cals – business owners, stu-
dents, local chefs and sculpture 
artists,” Diepen said. “We also 
have several professional carv-
ers who travel from Indiana to 
carve at this event.”

Visitors can taste samples of 
chili from 24 restaurants. Sam-
ples will be available at other 
sites in South Haven.

A free shuttle bus will be 
available from noon-10 p.m. to-
day. The shuttle will make con-
tinuous one-hour loops around 
South Haven.

The shuttle will be important 
this year due to reconstruction 
of  the Dyckman Avenue Draw-
bridge, which connects the 
city’s south and north sides.

Ice Breaker Schedule of 
Events

Today
All day – Ice Carving competition, 

downtown streets. Carving begins at 
8 a.m. Judging follows at noon.

All day – Pub Slide featuring enter-
tainment and beverage specials at 
downtown restaurants and bars/

10 a.m.-noon – Learn To Curl, 
South Haven Ice Skating Rink, Huron 
Street, downtown

10 a.m. – Break the Ice 5K Run/
Walk. Race begins at the corner of 
Kalamazoo and Eagle streets and 
ends on Water Street.

11 a.m. – Frosty Dash Kids Run, 
corner of Water and Maple streets for 
children 10 and younger.

11 a.m.-4 p.m. – Heat the Streets 
S’mores roasting fundraiser for Boy 
Scout Troop 198, Phoenix and Center 
streets, near Clementine’s restau-
rant.

Noon-3 p.m. – Professional Chili 
Cook-off, Samples of chili available 
from 24 businesses throughout the 
central business district.

Noon-4 p.m. – Horse-drawn wagon 
rides throughout the downtown. The 
rides depart from Chemical Bank’s 
drive-thru lot on Center Street.

Shuttle Bus Service available, 
noon-10 p.m., at various stops 
throughout the downtown area.

1 p.m. – Icetacular science pro-
gram and craft project, 1 p.m., South 
Haven Memorial Library, 314 Broad-
way. Geared toward children 3 years 
of age and older, and their parents.

4:30 p.m.-5 p.m. – “Struttin’ 

Seniors & Trashy Women” dance per-
formance, Elks Club, 405-1/2 Phoe-
nix St. The two dance troupes are 
sponsored by Senior Services of Van 
Buren County.

5 p.m.-6 p.m. – Ice Breaker Cham-
pions awards reception, Elks Club, 
405-1/2 Phoenix St. Winners of the 
ice sculpture and chili cook-off con-
tests will be honored.

5 p.m.-9 p.m. – Glow Skate Party 
at Ice Rink, South Haven Ice Skating 
Rink, Huron Street, downtown.

Sunday
9:30 a.m.-noon – Super Sunday Tail-

gate Party, Listiak Auditorium of South 
Haven High School, 600 Elkenburg St. 
The event features a worship service 
by LifeBridge Church, tailgate party, 
children’s activities and guest speaker 
Mike Benson.

11 a.m.-4 p.m. – Artists in Transition 
art exhibit, South Haven Center for the 
Arts, 600 Phoenix St. Artwork by local 
middle school and high school art stu-
dents will be on display.

Noon-2 p.m. – Warm Your Heart Soup 
Luncheon, St. Basil Church basement, 
513 Monroe St. A fundraiser for We 
Care in the Name of Christ heating 
assistance program.

1 p.m.-4 p.m. – Euchre tournament, 
South Haven Moose Lodge, 1025 E. 
Wells St. Registration begins at noon. A 
fundraiser for the National Blueberry 
Festival.

For more information about Ice 
Breaker, visit www.southhavenmi.com.

SH to spend $34,070 on Tot Lot
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
$34,070 project to upgrade 
the restrooms at South Ha-
ven’s Optimist Tot Lot park 
is expected to start next 
week.

The roof  of  the structure 
will be removed and later in-
stalled on top of  a new ma-
sonry structure with new 
doors and fixtures, which will 
make the structure barrier-
free, city Public Works Direc-
tor Roger Huff  said.

The contractor is Olson 
Brothers of  South Haven, 
and the work will be complet-
ed by Memorial Day, Huff 
said.

The park is at the northeast 
corner of  Wilson Street and 
North Bailey Avenue. 

It is named after the Opti-
mists because the club donat-
ed the site to the city to be a 
park.

Huff  said the actual date of 
the start of  construction will 
depend on the weather.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

A $34,070 renovation of the restrooms at South Haven’s Optimist Tot Lot park is scheduled to begin next week. The 
work will be completed by Memorial Day.


