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LOCAL & STATE
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
offi cials said they wanted 
to make sure students got 
all the hands-on experi-
ence they needed for its 
new wine making pro-
gram.

LMC already planned to 
dedicate part of  the Men-
del Center to a teaching 
winery, but then the col-
lege decided additional re-
sources were needed for 
the new program, which 

starts this fall.
With that in mind, LMC 

struck a deal to ensure ac-
cess to the Michigan State 
University Southwest 
Michigan Research and 
Extension Center.

The deal, announced a 
few weeks ago, ensures that 
enology and viticulture 
students will get hands-on 
experience at a state-of-
the-art research facility, 
LMC President Bob Har-
rison said.

“They’ll go over and 
learn about viticulture – 
how to grow grapes, and 

grapevines. ...We’d be able 
to harvest the grapes to 
make wine,” Harrison said. 
“It’s a good relationship. 
We’re very excited about 
Michigan State’s support 
of  the program.”

Kelly Millenbah, MSU’s 
associate dean of  the Col-
lege of  Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, sound-
ed an equally upbeat note 
in her own formal state-
ment.

“The work that’s done at 
our research centers is for 
the benefi t of  Michigan 
residents,” Millenbah said. 

“This is one more way we 
can support students in 
programs that feature agri-
culture.”

Both institutions signed 
off  on the agreement – or 
memorandum of  under-
standing – last December, 
following discussions that 
took about six months, 
Harrison said.

“Sometimes, educational 
institutions just take a lit-
tle longer – not because of 
any problems, but getting 
all the i’s dotted,” he said.

The agreement allows 
both institutions to capi-

talize on what’s been a 
long-standing relationship, 
Harrison said.

“We’ve been part of  the 
online program in viticul-
ture, and so, we’ve had a 
relationship with MSU 
for a number of  years be-
cause we do run some 
programs with them in 
agriculture,” Harrison 
said. “It was a natural ex-
tension of  our relation-
ship,” he said.

The center is along Hil-
landale Road, about 3 
miles east of  the college.

“They have a vineyard 

that’s focused on the re-
search of  grapes, and so, 
we approached them about 
working with them in an 
instructional capacity, as 
well as being able to use 
the vineyard,” Harrison 
said.

SWMREC fulfi lls many 
different agricultural and 
horticultural needs, as 
MSU’s news release noted.

The 350-acre site is dedi-
cated to breeding several 
types of  fruit, as well as 
conducting variety evalua-
tions of  numerous fruits 
and vegetables.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

PAW PAW — It’s a rare 
occurrence to have a police 
car hit by a semi truck on 
I-94.

But it happened twice – 
in two separate incidents 
on eastbound I-94 near 
Paw Paw – early Thursday 
morning, said First Lt. 
Dale Hinz of the state po-
lice’s Paw Paw post.

Freezing rain had left the 
roadway slippery, and both 
semi drivers were ticketed 
for driving too fast for con-
ditions.

The fi rst incident oc-
curred at 2:15 a.m., and 
Van Buren County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Ray Hochsprung 
was treated for minor inju-
ries after his patrol car was 
struck. In that case, the 

semi driver was Marcos 
Gomez, 35, of Chicago.

The crash knocked the 
car over, and the deputy 
had to be extricated.

“He just had some bumps 
and bruises,” Van Buren 
County Sheriff ’s Lt. David 
Walker said about Hoch-
sprung. The crash exten-
sively damaged the patrol 
car.

Then, at 5:28 a.m. in al-
most the same spot, Depu-
ty Mark Stickels’ patrol 
car was struck while Stick-
els was helping to reroute 
traffi c off  the interstate 
due to the earlier crash, 
Hinz said. Stickels was not 
in the car when it was 
struck. The semi driver al-
legedly responsible for that 
crash is Shawn Ronan, 37, 
of  Calderon East, Ontar-
io.

Hinz again reminded 
motorists to slow down 
and use caution when driv-
ing in winter weather.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Semis crash 
into two VB 
sheriff’s cars
Icy I-94 factored 
into Paw Paw-area 
collisions

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— A 10-year Financial 
Operating Plan, which 
would eliminate the Ben-
ton Harbor school dis-
trict’s $15 million debt, 
was unanimously ap-
proved by school board 
trustees Thursday.

The plan is based on 
several assumptions, in-
cluding that voters ap-
prove in May a $52 mil-
lion bond proposal to 
build a new consolidated 
school,  Superintendent 

Leonard Seawood said.
The proposed school is 

estimated to save the dis-
trict $2 million a year by 
consolidating four schools 
that now house grades 
one through eight. A new 
school has not been built 
in the district since the 
1950s.

If  voters reject the bond 
proposal, Seawood said 
the board will have to fi nd 
another way to cut the re-
quired $2 million a year 
from its operating bud-
get.

In the past, school 
board trustees have 
looked at drastic reduc-
tions, such as cutting 
transportation as a way 
to save money.

Seawood said the bond 
proposal and the options 

the school district will be 
forced to study – if  the 
bond doesn’t pass – will 
be discussed at a Town 
Hall meeting at 6 p.m. 
Thursday at Benton Har-
bor High School.

The school district en-
tered into a consent agree-
ment with the state after 
Gov. Rick Snyder de-
clared it to be in a fi nan-
cial emergency in August 
2014. Anything passed by 
the board must be re-
viewed by Cynthia 
LaGrow, the state-man-
dated consent agreement 
consultant, and by the 
Michigan Department of 
Treasury.

Seawood said the Fi-
nancial Operating Plan is 
a working document that 
will be reviewed by the 

state and returned to the 
school district for revi-
sion, possibly several 
times.

“We’re hoping that this 
10-year plan will allow us 
to reinvest back into our 
district, fi rst and fore-
most, to provide a better 
experience for our stu-
dents, for our faculty and 
staff,” he said.

Board members said 
they are excited by the 
plan and about the possi-
ble new school.

“Hopefully, our com-
munity will embrace and 
support that because ba-
sically, if  you don’t invest, 
you ultimately neglect,” 
said board President Sha-
ron James.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

BH school finance 
plan hinges on 
bond proposal

Turning to the lawyer

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

WATERVLIET — Mayor 
Dave Brinker is seeking legal 
answers related to City 
Commission actions that 
stripped him of his unoffi -
cial city manager duties and 
committee assignments.

Brinker told 
the commis-
sion this 
month he is 
asking City 
Attorney Lau-
rie Schmidt to 
develop legal 
opinions on 
several issues 
related to city 
personnel and 
elected offi cials.

In November, the com-
mission voted 4-2 to remove 
Brinker from his committee 
assignments and to no lon-
ger work at City Hall. Brink-
er had been working on city 
matters in the absence of a 
city manager for more than 
two years.

“She will have some things 
ready, such as legal opinions, 
for the next meeting” Feb. 
10, Brinker said this week.

Brinker said it’s his under-
standing the City Charter 
gives the mayor the authori-
ty to make committee as-
signments, with the commis-
sion’s approval. 

“I don’t see how they 
could eliminate me from the 
committee structure,” he 
said.

Brinker had served on the 
Finance, Public Works and 

Water/Sewer Committees.
Regarding the action to 

prohibit from working at 
City Hall, Brinker said the 
charter allows for either a 
city manager to be hired or 
for the mayor to serve in that 
capacity.

Since February 2012, 
Brinker had been putting in 
about 28 hours a week at 
City Hall, for $24 per hour. 
Under that arrangement, he 
had not been receiving his 
$100 per month mayoral sti-
pend, however.

Brinker further wants le-
gal clarifi cations regarding 
the employment of City 
Commissioner Melanie 
Marvin, who has been work-
ing 40 hours a week as offi ce 
manager at City Hall since 
last year for $20 per hour.

Specifi cally, he wants to 
know whether Marvin can 
work full-time, when the 
commission’s action autho-
rizing her work stated she 
would be working part-
time.

Also, Brinker wants a le-
gal ruling on whether Mar-
vin is allowed to stay on the 
City Commission while 
working at City Hall, or 
must resign her elected posi-
tion.

The other area Brinker 
wants Schmidt to investigate 
is what he calls an apparent 
confl ict of interest for Com-
missioner Barb Schofi eld in 
her role as Personnel Com-
mittee chairwoman. Scho-
fi eld’s sister, Pam Loyd, is 
employed as the city’s trea-
surer. He said he does not 
believe the city has any regu-
lations or policies regarding 
confl icts of interest.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Watervliet mayor 
checks whether he 
can return as manager

BRINKER

MSU to help LMC with wine program
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Hartford Schools Business Manager Mike Hallgren is shown with the track and field record board recently donated 
through a memorial fund for his late father, Roger Hallgren. The elder Hallgren had been a longtime district coach, 
teacher and administrator. A set of 30 padded chairs for athletes will also be installed in the gym through the memorial 
fund.

The hallowed name of Hallgren
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — Roger 
Hallgren was a coach, 
teacher and administrator 
with Hartford schools from 
1952 to 1986.

When he died last year, 
his family decided they 
wanted to do something 
special to give back to the 
district.

A memorial fund was es-
tablished, and the athletic 

staff  was asked for ideas 
on how the donations 
should be spent, said Hall-
gren’s son Mike Hallgren, 
who is district business 
manager.

Through the memorial 
fund donations, a large 
track and fi eld record 
board was donated to the 
district and is now on a 
wall of the high school 
gym. The memorial fund 
will further donate 30 pad-
ded chairs, all with the 

Hartford Indians logo on 
them, to the gym to be 
used by Hartford sports 
teams.

The combined value of 
the donations is $4,200.

Roger Hallgren taught 
physical education and so-
cial studies; and coached 
track, football, baseball, 
and both boys’ and girls’ 
basketball. He was also 
middle school principal for 
awhile, his son said. He 
was inducted into the 
Michigan Coaches Hall of 
Fame in 1986.

Among the track and 
fi eld record holders for 
Hartford are Roger Hall-
gren’s son-in-law Vere 
Shindeldecker and grand-
son Scott Shindeldecker.

Many of the relatives 
were able to attend the re-
cent dedication ceremony 
during a “coaches for can-
cer” double-header basket-
ball event at the high 
school.

“It worked out nice,” 
Mike Hallgren said.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Hartford schools make use of donations

The big if


