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William E. Gast

William Edward Gast, 
67, of Baroda passed away 
Friday, Jan. 16, 2015, at his 
home.

A memorial  service will 
be at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
7, 2015, at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 9650 N. 
Church St., Bridgman. A 
gathering of friends and 
family will be from 10-11 
a.m. Saturday, prior to the 
service. Memorial contribu-
tions may be given to Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 
P.O. Box 26, Bridgman, MI 
49106. Share a memory 
with the family at www.
PikeFH.com.

William was born June 5, 
1947, in Benton Harbor, the 
son of the late William Al-
bert and Dorothy Marie 
(Foglesong) Gast. Bill was 
employed part time at Cus-
tom Tool & Die in Stevens-
ville.

Survivors include his son, 
William “Willy” (Jerilyn) 
Gast of Bridgman. and his 
daughter, Kristy K. Gast of 
Niles.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Pike Funeral Home, 
Boyd Chapel, 9191 Red Ar-
row Highway, Bridgman 
(465-3239).

Naomi Trimble
Naomi Trimble, 84, of 

Bridgman, formerly of 
Mount Sterling, Ky., passed 
away at her daughter’s 
home Tuesday, Jan. 27, 
2015.

A memorial celebration 
will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 7, 2015, at Woodland 
Shores Baptist Church, 
3555 W. Shawnee Road, 
Bridgman. A gathering of 
friends and family will be 
from 10-11 a.m. Saturday, 
prior to the service. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
given to Hospice at Home, 
4025 Health Park Lane, St. 
Joseph, MI 49085. Share a 
memory with the family at 
www.PikeFH.com.

Naomi was born Sept. 
15, 1930, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, the daughter of  the 
late Spencer and Georgia 
(Wyatt) Chappel. On June 
29, 1948, she married Gene 
Trimble, and he preceded 
her in death Feb. 14, 1999. 
She was secretary for many 
years for the family busi-
ness, Gene’s Janitor Sup-
ply. Naomi was an LPN for 
18 years and the school 
nurse for Camargo Ele-
mentary School. She lived 
in Mount Sterling, Ky., un-
til moving to Michigan to 
live with her daughter after 
the death of  her husband, 
Gene. Naomi attended 
Woodland Shores Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include her 
children: Carl Scott (Barb) 
Trimble of  Frankfort, Ky.; 
Leslie (Chuck) Tate of 
Bridgman; Jerry (Ondrae) 
Walker of  Lexington, Ky.; 
and Steven (Pam) Trimble 
of  Mount Sterling, Ky; 
grandchildren: Stacey 
(Mark) Zabel, Tim (Jami) 
Tate, DeLorean and Ser-
ritta Walker, Nick (Trish) 
Trimble and Gabe Trimble, 
Alan (Ton) Trimble; and 
great-grandchildren: Brit-
tany, Lauren and Meghan 
Zabel; Savanna and Graci 
Tate; and Elise Trimble.

Naomi was also preced-
ed in death by grandpar-
ents: Pastor William Field-
ing and Laura Chappel; 
siblings: Spencer “Buddy” 
Chappel, Leona Cannon 
(twin sister), Louise Myers 
and Elizabeth Plants.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Pike Funeral Home, 
Boyd Chapel, 9191 Red 
Arrow Highway, Bridgman 
(465-3239).

Helen DeLong

Helen DeLong, 98, of 
Benton Harbor went home 
to be with her Lord Thurs-
day, Jan. 29, 2015, at Pine 
Ridge Rehab 
and Nursing 
Center.

A celebra-
tion of life 
service will 
be at 11 a.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 28, at 
N a p i e r 
P a r k v i e w 
B a p t i s t 
Church, 245 W. Napier 
Ave., Benton Harbor with 
Pastor Dr. J.O. Hosler offi-
ciating. 

Memorials may be made 
to World Vision, P.O. Box 
70003, Tacoma, WA 98481-
0003. Those wishing to 
share a memory of Helen 
online may do so at www.
starks-menchinger.com.

Raymond Michael 
Hansen

Raymond Michael Hans-
en of Lansing, formerly of 
Kalamazoo, passed away 
Friday, Jan. 30, 2015, at 
Henry Ford 
Hospital in 
Detroit. He 
was born on 
May 12, 
1950, in Wa-
tervliet, the 
son of Ray-
mond and 
D o r o t h y 
(Hunt) Han-
sen. On Sept. 
27, 1980, Ray was united in 
marriage to the former Bev-
erly K. Crumb. He was em-
ployed by Bronson Meth-
odist Hospital in Kalamazoo 
for 16 years. In 1999, Ray 
and Beverly relocated to 
Lansing, where they both 
took jobs with the State of 
Michigan. 

Surviving are his wife of 
34 years, Beverly Hansen; 
two sisters: Suzanne How-
ard of Benton Harbor and 
Theresa (Peter) Zaluckyj of 
Coloma; two sisters-in-law: 
Linda (George) Dunn and 
Nancy Gideon both of Ka-
lamazoo; one niece and sev-
eral nephews. 

A funeral service will be 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3, 
at Langeland Family Fu-
neral Homes, Westside 
Chapel, 3926 S. 9th St., Ka-
lamazoo. Interment will be 
in Mt. Ever-Rest Memorial 
Park, Kalamazoo. Friends 
may visit with the family 
from 5-8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
2, at the funeral home. Me-
morial contributions may 
be directed to Capital Area 
Humane Society, American 
Cancer Society or a charity 
of one’s choice. Please visit 
his personalized webpage 
for directions, his online 
guestbook or to leave a con-
dolence to the family at 
www.langelands.com.

Bertha B. Lloyd 
Bertha, known to every-

one as Bert, passed away at 
home Monday, Jan. 26, 
2015 in Kalamazoo.

Bert was 
born Sept. 9, 
1936 to Nel-
son and Lau-
ra (Rich-
mond) Lloyd 
in Osceola, 
Ark. 

She attend-
ed Benton 
Harbor Area 
Schools and 
Lake Michigan College. She 
was employed by Model 
Cities and Riverwood Men-
tal Health. She retired from 
the State of Michigan.

She was a member of 
Galilee Baptist Church.

Bert loved to spend time 
with her family. She would 
always call to check on ev-
eryone, even when she 
couldn’t visit.

Bert will be greatly missed 
by her family and friends.

Bert was preceded in 
death by her parents, Nel-
son and Laura Lloyd; 
brothers: J.D. Lloyd and 
Willie Wilburn; sisters: 
Miltha Purnell, Malinda 
White, Melrina Lloyd, 
Everlina Williams, and 
grandson Stephen Haley. 

She leaves to cherish her 
memory, her brother Ernest 
Lloyd Sr., of Benton Har-
bor; daughters: Lenora Ha-
ley and Valerie Nolen of 
Kalamazoo, Sandra (An-
thony) Cornelius of Benton 
Harbor, Daphne Gilmore 
of Indianapolis; and sons: 
Douglas Haley of Kalama-
zoo and Darren Lloyd of 
Indianapolis. 

She also leaves a host of 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, nephews, nieces 
and friends. 

Visitation will be at noon 
Feb. 3, at Galilee Baptist 
Church. Service will be at 1 
p.m. with Dr. Michael 
Scott, Sr., officiating. Inter-
ment will be in Mount Ever 
Rest Memorial Park in Ka-
lamazoo.

Arrangements handled 
by Whitley Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

Charles ‘Chuck’ C. Cook
C h a r l e s 

“Chuck” C. 
Cook, 85, of 
S t evensv i l l e, 
passed away 

Friday, Jan. 30, 2015, at 
Lakeland Regional Medical 
Center in St. Joseph.

A celebration of life ser-
vice will be at 
10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 
3, at Starks & 
Menchinger 
Chapel, 2650 
Niles Road, 
St. Joseph. 
Burial to fol-
low at Spring 
Run Ceme-
tery. Friends 
may visit from 5-7 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 2, at the fu-
neral home. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to 
Hospice. Those wishing to 
sign Chuck’s guestbook 
may do so online at www.
starks-menchinger.com. 

Chuck was born May 16, 
1929, in Benton Harbor, to 
Emery and Rose (Hosbien) 
Cook. He was a graduate 
of St. John’s High School in 
1947. After graduation he 
joined the United States Air 
Force from 1950 until he 
was honorably discharged 
on Labor Day 1953. On 
Feb. 24, 1951, he wed Nan-
cy Patzkowsky at St. John’s 
Church in Benton Harbor. 
Chuck worked at Roe Print-
ing for 19 years doing page 
set-up, he also worked many 
carpentry jobs over the 
years as well. He enjoyed 
woodworking, especially 
making items for his kids, 
his home and 4H. Chuck 
was a member of the South-
west Michigan Stamp Club 
for many years. He was in-
volved in coaching little 
league and Babe Ruth 
League, something he en-
joyed greatly. 

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Nancy of 63 years; 
children: Linda (Randall) 
Eding of South Haven, 
Daniel (Donna) Cook of 
Stafford, Va., and Sherrie 
(Michael) Duffy of Benton 
Harbor; eight grandchil-
dren; 10 great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Donna Thomas 
of Stevensville; brothers: 
Thomas (Joan) Cook of 
Holiday, Fla., Ray Cook of 

Benton Harbor, Donald 
(Debbie) Cook of Benton 
Harbor, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, brothers: 
James Cook and Timothy 
Cook; and sister. Thelma 
Cook.

Michele R. Soderquist
Michele R. Soderquist, 

60 of Coloma passed away 
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015, at 
her residence.  

Cremation 
has taken 
place. A Me-
morial Mass 
will be an-
nounced and 
celebrated at 
a later date at 
St. Joseph 
C a t h o l i c 
Church in 
Watervliet. In 
lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to the American 
Cancer Society; donate. 
cancer.org/index. Those 
wishing to leave an online 
message of remembrance 
may do so at www. 
duffieldpastrick.com.

Michele was born April 3, 
1954, in Detroit to Fred and 
Pauline (Godard) Swanson. 
She married Terry Soder-
quist, Oct. 4, 1973, and to-
gether have resided in Co-
loma since 1981. She loved 
spending time with her chil-
dren and grandchildren, 
creating family heirlooms 
of original design through 
her crocheting. She also en-
joyed working with her 
church, watching Red 
Wings hockey games, and 
making creative, personal-
ized birthday cakes for her 
family.

Michele is survived by her 
husband, Terry; daughter, 
Diana (Brandon) Taylor of 
Mandeville, La.; son, Brian 
(Brittany) Soderquist of 
Littleton, Colo.; two sisters: 
Kathleen (Gary) Trupe of 
Bloomfield Hills, Annetta 
(Chris) Saroli of Boynton 
Beach, Fla., and five grand-
children: Nicholas, Grace, 
and Christian Taylor, and 
Mackenzie and Kyllian 
Soderquist.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a sister, Denise Kennedy.
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Charles “Chuck” C. 
Cook, 85, of Stevensville 
died Jan. 30, 2015, at 
Lakeland Regional Medical 
Center in St. Joseph. Starks 
& Menchinger Chapel and 
Cremation Services, St. 
Joseph, 556-9450.

Helen DeLong, 98, of 
Benton Harbor died Jan. 29, 
2015, at Pine Ridge Rehab 
and Nursing Center. Starks 
& Menchinger Chapel and 
Cremation Services, St. 
Joseph, 556-9450.

Raymond Michael Hans-
en, of Lansing, formerly of 
Kalamazoo, died Jan. 30, 
2015, at Henry Ford Hospi-
tal in Detroit. Langeland 
Family Funeral Homes, 
Westside Chapel, Kalama-
zoo. 800-268-3884

Bertha B. Lloyd, formerly 
of Benton Harbor, died Jan. 
26, 2015, in Kalamazoo. 
Whitley Memorial Funeral 
Home, Kalamazoo. (269) 
488-2401. 

Michele R. Soderquist, 
60, of Coloma died Jan. 29, 
2015, at her residence. 
Duffield & Pastrick Family 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services,  

Ann Williamson, formerly 
of St. Joseph died Jan. 24, 
2015, at Spring Arbor of 
Hendersonville, N.C. Jack-
son Funeral Service and 
Crematory, Hendersonville, 
N.C. (828) 693-4261.
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A L B U Q U E R Q U E , 
N.M. (AP) — An auda-
cious, nearly 7,000-mile-
long trip across the Pacific 
Ocean came to an end Sat-
urday as two accomplished 
pilots safely touched down 
in the water just off  the 
coast of  Mexico in their 
helium-filled balloon after 
shattering two long-stand-
ing records.

Troy Bradley of  Albu-
querque and Leonid 
Tiukhtyaev of  Russia 
landed 4 miles offshore in 
Baja California about 300 
miles north of  the popular 

beach destination of  Cabo 
San Lucas. Initial plans 
called for a landing on the 
beach, but the pilots de-
cided to come in low and 
drop trailing ropes into the 
ocean to help slow the bal-
loon for a controlled water 
landing. 

Mission control in Albu-
querque was packed with 
supporters of  the Two Ea-
gles team as the balloon 
descended, with all eyes fo-
cused on a giant screen 
showing a map of  the coast 
and the balloon’s location. 

It wasn’t until the crowd 

received word that the pi-
lots were safe and aboard 
a fishing boat headed to 
the shore that cheers 
erupted and the cork was 
popped on a bottle of 
champagne.

“I can say on behalf  of 
the entire mission control 
center, that we are all very 
excited and relieved,” mis-
sion control director Steve 
Shope said.

Bradley and Tiukhtyaev 
lifted off  from Japan last 
Sunday morning. By Fri-
day, they beat what’s con-
sidered the “holy grail” of 

ballooning achievements, 
the 137-hour duration re-
cord set in 1978 by the 
Double Eagle crew of  Ben 
Abruzzo, Maxie Anderson 
and Larry Newman in the 
first balloon flight across 
the Atlantic. They also 
easily exceeded the dis-
tance record of  5,209 miles 
set by the Double Eagle V 
team during the first trans-
Pacific flight in 1981.

By the time they landed 
Saturday, the pilots had 
traveled 6,646 miles over 
six days, 16 hours and 38 
minutes.

Balloon pilots make history with trans-Pacific flight

By JOHN RABY
Associated Press

GILBERT, W.Va. — Af-
ter generations of bootleg-
ging, direct descendants of 
the Hatfields have teamed 
up with the McCoy name 
to produce legal moon-
shine in southern West Vir-
ginia with the state’s bless-
ing – the start of a new 
legacy for the families 
made famous for their 
19th-century feud.

Production of “Drink of 
the Devil” has been in full 
swing at a distillery on 
original Hatfield land, 
bringing batches to the na-
tion’s store shelves using 
the original recipe of fam-
ily patriarch William An-
derson “Devil Anse” Hat-
field.

Overseen by Chad Bish-
op, husband of Hatfield’s 
great-great-great grand-
daughter, all the work is 
done by hand in a convert-
ed garage on a mountain-
side six miles from “Devil 
Anse” Hatfield’s gravesite.

After going through fer-
mentation and distilling 
processes at Hatfield & 
McCoy Moonshine, batch-
es are bottled, corked and 
packaged in-house before 
being shipped to West Vir-
ginia, Florida, Kentucky, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia.

“This is as close as you’ll 
get to the way it was made 
150 years ago,” Bishop 
said.

Among those lending 
knowledge and elbow 
grease to the business are 
Bishop’s wife, Amber, and 
her mother, Nancy Hat-
field, the oldest living de-
scendant of “Devil Anse.”

Ronald McCoy, a great-
great grandson of McCoy 
patriarch Randolph “Ole 
Ran’l” McCoy, was a con-
sultant for the distillery’s 
startup and the product’s 
testing and marketing.

Sold in 25-ounce bottles, 
moonshine is essentially 
whiskey that hasn’t aged. 
The business sells between 
1,800 and 3,000 bottles 
each month at $32.99 per 
bottle.

“I’ll be honest. It’s just 
kind of crazy,” Amber 
Bishop said. “We never 
dreamed that it was ever 
going to be anything like 
this.”

Considering the families’ 
history, her ancestors prob-
ably wouldn’t have, either.

The feud between the 
Hatfields of West Virginia 
and the McCoys of Ken-
tucky is believed to have 
begun in the 1870s over a 
stolen pig and escalated 
over timber rights. By 
1888, at least 12 people 
had died as a result of the 
shooting war. The violence 
ended by 1900, and a truce 
signed in 2003 marked an 
official end to the conflict.

Now, in the name of 
commerce, the families are 
banding together.

“They really take it very 
seriously,” distillery attor-
ney Greg Chiartas said. “It 
really is about economic 
development for them.”

Interest in the former 
feud spiked in 2012 when a 
miniseries co-starring Kev-
in Costner and Bill Paxton 
aired on cable television. A 
year later a cable reality 
show featured several Hat-
field descendants and rela-
tives of the McCoys on the 
maternal side.

After the state passed 
legislation allowing for 
regulated moonshine dis-
tilleries, Chad Bishop, a 
former longtime coal min-
er who also comes from a 
long line of family moon-
shiners, acquired the nec-
essary permits in 2012. The 
distillery started shipping 
to the state Alcohol Bever-
age Control warehouse in 
November 2013 for distri-
bution to retailers.

While openly discussing 
their strong Christian be-
liefs, Amber and Nancy 
Hatfield strongly promote 
the product.

“I know God’s not in 
moonshine. I know that,” 
Nancy Hatfield said. “This 
is just the way I was raised. 
I come from a moonshin-
ing daddy. He used to 
bootleg when I was a little 
girl. I used to bottle it for 
him in the bathtub.”

Hatfields, McCoys 
make moonshine 
legally in W.Va.

John Raby / AP

Nancy Hatfield, great-great-granddaughter of Hatfield patri-
arch William Anderson “Devil Anse” Hatfield, is shown display-
ing products at the Hatfield & McCoy Moonshine distillery last 
month in Gilbert, W.Va.
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