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ENTERTAINMENT

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR — It’s not 
always easy for independent touring 
musicians to fi nd an affordable 
place to stay. 

When a friend’s couch or a fan’s 
guest room isn’t an option, it’s 
either the van or a cheap motel.

When Daniel J. Daniel of the 
Deep Fried Pickle Project found 
affordable accommodations at Rest-
ful Haven while touring in Oregon, 
the wooded resort sounded like an 
ideal spot. Then they got out of the 
van.

“We needed a place to stay and 
the little old lady sounded nice on 
the phone so we booked the hotel,” 
Daniel says. “We didn’t know until 
we got there that it was a nudist 
colony.”

Like any good musician, Daniel 
and musical partners Alan Selvidge 
and Charlie King, turned the 
experience into a song. “Restful 
Haven” is one of a handful of new 
originals that the Deep Fried Pickle 
Project has been recording for its 

as-yet-untitled album due out this 
summer. It’s also a song that will 
likely make Friday’s set list as the 
Coloma-based jug band returns to 
The Livery.

“This winter we’ve been going 
back to our jug band roots and 
working on some old-timey songs,” 
Selvidge says. “We resurrected a 
couple from the 1920s. We do a 
version of ‘Sadie Green, The Vamp 
Of New Orleans.’ There’s a song 
we’ve been obsessed with for about 
10 years, but we can’t really tell you 
the title, but it’s defi nitely a bar 
tune.”

“It’s about the world’s oldest 
profession,” Daniel adds.

Selvidge and Daniel, who are 
both teachers in the Coloma 
Community School District, 
founded the Deep Fried Pickle 
Project in 2000. Daniel, who grew 
up playing the trumpet and singing 
in local choirs, was a member of the 
Old Mother Hubbard Jug Band 
when he met Selvidge at a school 
event. 

Back    Rootsto their
Deep Fried Pickle Project working on ‘old-timey’ tunes and homemade instruments

Partners in music and in life
By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

ST. JOSEPH — When 
Keith Bean put an ad on 
Craigslist looking for a mu-
sical partner, he never ex-
pected to fi nd a wife.

As it turns out, he got 
both.

“We both were looking 
for someone to sing with,” 
Leslie Bean says. “Keith put 
an ad in Craigslist. I an-
swered that ad, and the rest 

is history.”
Keith and Leslie Bean, 

the Grandville couple who 
may be better known by 
their stage names Frederic 
and Ronza, perform Satur-
day at the Box Factory for 
the Arts. The concert, being 
presented by the Riversong 
Music Society, gives the duo 
a chance not only to show-
case their eclectic mix of 
covers, which range from 
R&B to country, but three 
or four original tunes that 

will eventually land on their 
debut album.

One of those songs, 
“Same Place, Same Time,” 
helped Frederic and Ronza 
become fi nalists in the 2013 
Singer-Songwriter Compe-
tition at The Acorn Theater 
in Three Oaks. But it’s “If I 
Tried,” the fi rst song they 
wrote together, that remains 
particularly special to the 
couple, who married last 
year.

“There’s parts in that 

song that talk about when 
we met and key moments 
during our journey leading 
up to us ultimately being to-
gether,” Keith Bean says. 
“Ultimately, it talks about 
the diffi culty we had in just 
leaving one another.”

Leslie Bean, who grew up 
in Bangor, says music was 
always a big part of her 
life. 

“I’ve always had a great 

Here 
comes 
the 
‘Rain’

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

BENTON HARBOR 
— Jimmy Irizarry has a 
hard time picking just one 
favorite song by The Beat-
les.

But when it comes to 
his favorite moment dur-
ing “Rain: A Tribute to 
The Beatles,” Irizarry, 
who portrays John Len-
non in the tribute show, 
quickly says “Come To-
gether.”

“That’s when I get to 
come out in the all-white 
‘Abbey Road’ suit,” 
Irizarry says by telephone 
during a tour stop in 
Bloomington, Ind.

The singer and guitar-
ist, who has spent the bulk 
of his musical career per-
forming as Lennon, will 
join Ian B. Garcia as Paul 
McCartney, Aaron Chi-
azza as Ringo Starr, and 
Joe Bithorn as George 
Harrison when  “Rain: A 
Tribute to The Beatles,” 
returns tonight to Lake 
Michigan College’s Men-
del Center Mainstage 
Theatre.

Since performing at 
LMC in 2011, the show 
has spent a stint on Broad-
way at the Brooks Atkin-
son Theatre in New York 
City, and continues to 
evolve to accommodate 
the wealth of tunes in The 
Beatles catalog.

“We present the whole 
era of The Beatles from 
the early bubble-gum, 
mop-top era of 1964 and 
‘The Ed Sullivan Show’ 
all the way through the 
last album, which was 
‘Abbey Road,’ and every-
thing in between,” Irizarry 
says. “This is going to be a 
little different than the 
last time we were here. We 
did take out a couple of 
numbers, and put in even 
more material like ‘Lucy 
in the Sky with Dia-
monds,’ ‘Magical Mystery 

Beatles tribute takes 
the stage at LMC’s 
Mendel Center

What: “Rain: A Tribute to 
The Beatles”

When: 7 p.m. tonight

Where: Lake Michigan 
College Mendel Center 
Mainstage Theatre, 2755 
E. Napier Ave., Benton 
Harbor

How much: $48-$60

Contact: 927-1221 or 
www.lmcmainstage.org

Artist info: raintribute.
com
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ABOVE: The Deep Fried Pickle Project makes all of its own instruments, including 
Medicine Show Guitar, Cigar Box Uke and Canjo.
TOP: Alan Selvidge, from left, Daniel J. Daniel and Charlie King, collectively known 
as the Coloma-based jug band, Deep Fried Pickle Project, perform an adult show 
Friday at The Livery in Benton Harbor, and a family show March 7 at the Box Fac-
tory for the Arts in St. Joseph.See PICKLE PROJECT, page D6

See RAIN, page D6

Keith and Leslie Bean – known as Frederic and Ronza – to perform at the Box Factory

Photo provided

Leslie and Keith Bean, better known by their stage names Frederic 
and Ronza, play Saturday at the Box Factory. for the Arts.See DUO, page D6
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Tour,’ which is one of my 
favorites actually, and 
‘Please Please Me,’ which 
was their fi rst No. 1 song in 
England.”

Irizarry, who grew up in 
Chicago, says he was fi rst 
exposed to The Beatles 
thanks to his older siblings.

“I was basically raised on 
my brother’s and sister’s re-
cords and they were big 
Beatles fans,” he says. “They 
were always played around 
the house as I was growing 
up and fast became my fa-
vorites. When I was 12 
years old, I started playing 
the guitar and right away 
wanted to start playing 
those Beatles songs. It was 
the same thing with the pia-
no. I immediately wanted 
to be able to play The Beat-
les.”

As a professional musi-
cian, Irizarry had his own 
Beatles tribute band in 
2000, and played in the 
Chicago band The Cavern 
Beat for fi ve years before 
hearing from a friend in the 
Beatle business that “Rain” 
was looking for another 
Lennon. He joined “Rain” 
in 2010.

The 2015 show features 
updated sets that include 
brand-new LED, high-defi -
nition screens and multime-
dia content. The music it-
self, however, continues to 
be performed live by the 
four musicians who must 
master the full range of The 
Beatles’ discography, in-

cluding favorites such as “I 
Want To Hold Your Hand,” 
“Hard Day’s Night,” “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band,” “Let It Be,” 
“Come Together” and “Hey 
Jude.” But the ever-chang-
ing set list also offers more 
obscure Beatles tunes such 
as “Rain” and “If I Fell.” 

Part of the attraction, 
Irizarry says, is that shows 
like “Rain” often play songs 
The Beatles were never able 
to play live. 

“It’s a challenge, but it’s a 
very fun job,” Irizarry says. 
“The early Beatles songs 
were favorites of mine. So 
it’s just fun to be able to 

play those songs and be a 
part of a big show like this. 
It also brings the whole era 
back not only for the baby 
boomers but for kids just 
discovering that music. It’s 
wonderful to let them expe-
rience that.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

Daniel invited Selvidge, 
who has a penchant for 
novelty tunes from the 
1920s and ’30s, to see his 
band open for Fred Eagle-
smith. Selvidge, a longtime 
Eaglesmith fan, already had 
tickets. He joined Daniel’s 
band the next day, and when 
Old Mother Hubbard’s jug 
player left for Japan, the 
Deep Fried Pickle Project 
was formed.

Using quirky, largely 
homemade instruments for 
a sound that pays homage 
to Appalachia, honky-tonk 
and hokum traditions, the 
band gained some national 
acclaim in 2003 when 
“Picklejuice,” a single off  
“Attack Of The Pickles,” 
their second album, was 
named a fi nalist for the John 
Lennon Songwriting 
Contest. 

It’s a sound that not only 
has paired the band with 
acts such as Nickel Creek, 
Wilco and Umphrey’s 
McGee, but has made the 
Deep Fried Pickle Project a 
favorite among the pre-
school set. They were 
featured in the PBS Kids 
series “Postcards From 
Buster,” and have released 
the children’s albums 
“Ditties For Kiddies” 
(2007), a benefi t for Little 
Kids Rock Foundation, 
which funds free instru-
ments and instruction for 
children, and “Green & 
Bumpy” (2012). The band’s 
other recordings include 
their 2002 debut, “3 for 
$1.25,” “Live From The 
Trailer Trash Tour” (2004), 
“Whitewood Creek,” (2005), 
and the Hurricane Katrina 
benefi t album, “M.A.D.E.: 
Musicians Assisting 
Disaster Efforts.” 

Much of the band’s 
appeal comes from its 
reliance on homemade 
instruments, which have 
ranged from the “Gut 
Bucket,” a washtub bass 
made from a broom handle 
and single string connected 
to a red plastic basin, to the 
“Swanbone,” a hollowed-
out plastic lawn ornament 
with a brass mouthpiece 
stuck in its bill. There’s also 
been a guitar made out of a 
traveling salesman’s case, a 
banjo out of a tin can and a 
cigar-box ukulele.

“We’ve gone the all-
homemade route over the 
past couple of years,” 

Selvidge says. “We never 
really know what sound 
they’re going to give us. 
Even after it’s together for a 
couple days it has to mature 
and settle in.”

Selvidge points to his 
latest creation for King, a 
former member of Asylum 
Street Spankers, who joined 
the band two years ago.

“It’s a guitar made out of 
an old Schlitz beer tray,” 
Selvidge says. “We call it the 
‘Schlitar.’ It needed to have 
some adjustments made. 
The ‘Schlitar’ is in pieces 
right now as we speak.”

While the names of their 
instruments and even some 
of the tunes they play may 
be fi lled with irreverence, it 
hasn’t kept the tragedies of 
real life from working its 
way into the band’s act. On 
Feb. 8, 2014, Daniel’s wife, 
Lisa Marie Daniel, died of 
cancer. He’s spent the past 
year using music to work 
through his grief.

“Music has been a savior,” 
he says. “Music was 
something that kept me 
going. Even when she was 
sick, she would say, ‘Hey, 
you’ve got to get out there.’ 
She kept encouraging me to 
play, and we kept function-
ing as a band. It was 
important to her, too.”

Two new songs about his 
wife are expected to fi nd a 
spot on the group’s next 
album. “Thaw” details some 
of the objects Daniel 
discovered that his wife left 
behind outside when the 
snow melted. Another tune, 
with the working title, “Slow 
Motion-itus,” is about being 
in a funk after everything 
changes.

“It’s about surviving and 
remembering a person you 
loved and trying to keep 
everything together,” Daniel 
says. “I think you come 
through these things 
looking at the world a little 
bit different. Those are more 
serious in subject matter, but 
I think we still approach 
them with a bit of whimsy 
and humor, because that’s 
also the way that she was.”

The band, a frequent 
participant in the John 
Hartford Festival in Bean 
Blossom, Ind., is also 
working on compiling a 
Hartford tribute album, and 
are part of fi lmmaker Jack 
Norton’s “Jug Band 
Hokum” documentary.

As Selvidge works on 
reassembling the “Schlitar,” 
Daniel says he still marvels 
at the sounds these home-
made instruments can make.

“It just keeps getting 
better and better,” Daniel 
says. “I had an old 1930s 
Belize and an old Queen 
Anne table leg and he made 
a two-string bass out of it. 
It’s just amazing the 

instruments he puts together 
and how great they sound. 
Every year we go to the 
Chicago Battle Of the Jug 
Bands, and everyone tries to 
one-up Alan now. It’s so 
fun.”

When asked about the 
appeal of these homemade 
instruments, Selvidge says 
it’s as much about spreading 
the joy of music to fans 
both old and young, as it is 
about the music itself.

“I could play a $7,000 
guitar on stage and there 
may be a few people in the 
audience who say wow, 
that’s a beautiful instru-
ment,” he says. “But I pull 
out the cigar box or tin can 
instrument and I’ll get a line 
of 10 people who want to 
touch it and talk about it 
because you’re never going 
to see anything like it.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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Monday Musical 
program features 
violinist, dancers
By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — “Cru-
sade for Dance and 
Strings” is Monday Musi-
cal’s March program at 2 
p.m. Monday at The Heri-
tage Museum & Cultural 
Center, 601 Main St. The 
program is free and open 
to the public.

Featured performers will 
be violinist Beth Oeseburg 
and the Berrien County 
Dancers, under the direc-
tion of Theresa Graziano.

Oeseburg earned a Bach-
elor of Music degree in vi-
olin performance from 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity. She has performed 
with the Kalamazoo, Bat-
tle Creek, South Bend and 
La Porte symphony or-
chestras; is artist in resi-
dence at St. Joseph schools; 
and teaches privately at 
the Citadel Dance and 
Music Center in Benton 
Harbor. Oeseburg also is 
assistant concertmaster for 
the Southwest Michigan 

Symphony Orchestra and 
is the Junior Prep Strings 
conductor for the Lake 
Michigan Youth Orches-
tra. She will be performing 
Sonata for Violin and Pia-
no, opus 24, “Spring,” by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, 
accompanied by Paul Fly-
ger.

Graziano, artistic direc-
tor of the Berrien County 
Dancers, received a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree in 
Dance from the Barat 
Conservatory of Dance 
and a master’s degree in 
curriculum, instruction 
and assessment through 
Walden University. She 
was associate director at 
the Citadel Dance Center 
from 1999 through 2004. 
In 2001, Graziano was 
hired to serve as artistic di-
rector and teacher for the 
Berrien County Dancers, 
located at Lakeshore High 
School. 

For more information 
about the program, visit 
mmcmi.org.
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Members of “Rain: A Tribute to The Beatles” will channel the Fab Four when it returns tonight to 
play at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center Mainstage Theatre.

RAIN
From page D1

What: Deep Fried Pickle 
Project

When: 8 p.m. Friday 

Where: The Livery, 190 
Fifth St., Benton Harbor

How much: $5

Contact: 925-8760 or 
www.liverybrew.com

Artist info: 
www.pickleproject.com

When: 7:30 p.m. March 7

Where: Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. 
Joseph

How much: $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, free 
for children 12 and young-
er

Contact: 983-3688 or 
www.boxfactoryforthearts.
org

PICKLE PROJECT
From page D1
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The Schlitar, one of the newest homemade instruments played 
by the Deep Fried Pickle Project.

affi nity for all types of mu-
sic,” she says. “I sung in 
choirs. I was even a drum 
major in high school.”

Keith Bean, who grew 
up in Wilkinson, N.C., 
had a strong interest in 
percussion, and started 
playing the drums at age 
5.

“My mom and dad had 
a variety of  music on LP 
that we listened to,” he 
says. “I got introduced to 
a lot of  different styles. 
Their love for music fi l-
tered down to me. In 
church I sing a lot of  gos-
pel music. I played trom-
bone in high school then I 
started playing guitar and 
keyboard.”

Keith Bean moved to 
Michigan for a job in 
2012, and met Leslie, 
through that Craigslist ad, 
in 2013. 

“We began singing to-
gether and we learned 
right away that we could 
play a lot of  different 
genres together,” he says. 
“We learned that we were 
able to stretch ourselves a 
lot, which was great be-
cause a lot of  the venues 
we were playing, we had 
to adapt to different styles 
rather quickly.”

They’re probably best 
known locally, however, 
for their love of  harmony 
vocals, which is evident in 
their original material.

In addition to “If  I 
Tried,” and “Same Place, 
Same Time,” another tune 
called “No One” is part of 
a demo EP that they will 
have at the Box Factory 
show. They hope to record 
a full-length album by 
year’s end.

When asked about the 
names Frederic and Ron-
za, Keith Bean laughs.

As the story goes, Keith 

Bean was actually trying 
to help a North Carolina 
friend come up with a 
name for her new band, 
when the subject of  his 
new duo came up. 

“She suggested that if  
we wanted a band name 
we should look into our 
ethnic backgrounds to 
fi nd a name that might 
represent us,” he says.

Keith Bean, who is 
American Indian and 
French, settled on the 
French spelling of  his ac-
tual fi rst name Frederic. 
Then he turned to Leslie, 
whose heritage is Roma-
nian and African Ameri-
can.

“That’s where I found 
Ronza, which represents 
both of  those cultures,” he 
says. “I put them together, 
and sent that to Leslie. 
She said, ‘That’s it.’

“We didn’t plan on hav-
ing stage names,” Keith 
Bean adds, “it just hap-
pened that way.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 
932-0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

DUO
From page D1

Who: Frederic and Ronza

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph

How much: $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, free 
for children 12 and 
younger

Contact: 983-3688 or 
www.boxfactoryforthe
arts.org

Artist info: 
www.fredericandronza.
com

WWW.
THEHP .COM

Public Invited On Friday

March 6th, 2015

www.DANK13.org

Homemade German Potato Salad

Live German American Music
7 to 10 p.m.

D.A.N.K.
At The

$

Doors open 5:30pm | Dinner 6 to 8 p.m.

Save the Date for next Month
Friday April 10th, 2015

Visit us in 
February! 

Get cozy this winter with 
great Michigan products like 

coffee, hot chocolate, popcorn, 
comfy sweatshirts, mittens, 

hats, and more!

c

406 State St | St Joseph | 269-983-3300 adnum=60589594

Old School Burgers & Deep Fried Delights

Includes a Double Cheeseburger,

Fries & Pepsi Cola!

HENRY’S IS NOW
Open Sunday!

www.HenrysHamburgers.com

Monday–Saturday 6:30AM – 9:30PM
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 11AM – 8PM
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