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Five St. Joseph High School students signed to play college athletics on Wednesday. From left: 
Corel Carmichael, Alyssa Berry, Wes French, Dominique Thomas and Danielle McCoy.

Several announce 
college plans
By HP STAFF

High school athletes from 
across the country made it 
offi cial on Wednesday, sign-
ing paperwork to become 
college athletes.

Several Southwest Michi-
gan athletes signed on 
Wednesday.

St. Joseph announced 
fi ve were signing: Corel 
Carmichael will play soccer 
at Upper Iowa University; 
Alyssa Berry will play soc-
cer at Lincoln Memorial 
University; Was French will 
play football at Western 
Michigan University; Do-
minique Thomas will play 
soccer at Bethel College 
and Danielle McCoy will 
play softball at Lake Michi-
gan College.

Lakeshore also had fi ve 
sign Wednesday: Rachel 
Clem will play softball at 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn, Carley Dubbert 
will play soccer at Ferris 
State University, Lindsay 
Ebeling will play soccer at 
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity, Jay Brower will play 
football at Valparaiso Uni-
versity and Joey Nate will 

play baseball 
at Kellogg 
Community 
College.

In addi-
tion, Lake-
shore had 
four fall sign-
ings: Dennis 
Jordan will 
play baseball 

at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, Taylor Grashuis 
will swim at Saginaw Valley 
State University, Taylor 
Joachim will play volleyball 
at University of Colorado 
and Gabby Andrews will 
run track at Bethel College.

Lakeshore wrestler Noah 
Hanau will wrestle at the 
United States Military 
Academy (West Point).

Lake Michigan Catho-
lic’s DeKurtis Murphy will 
play football at Davenport 
University.

Brandywine’s Andrew 
Duckett will play football 
at Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.

South Haven’s Bobby 
Goodwin will run track at 
Siena Heights University.

Send college signing information to 
sports@TheHP.com.
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Joey Nate (from left), Carley Dubbert, Lindsay Ebeleing and Jay Brower all signed to play college 
athletics on Wednesday.

MURPHY

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Niles 
rolls to 
SMAC 
West 
crown

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

NILES — Cody Thorn-
ton got a little revenge as 
he started the Niles wres-
tling team on its way to a 
61-7 victory over Lake-
shore on Wednesday.

T h o r n -
ton defeat-
ed Lake-
s h o r e ’ s 
Tyler Hill 
11-7 at 189 
pounds in 
the fi rst 
contes ted 
match. Hill 
d e f e a t e d 
W y a t t 
Thornton, 
C o d y ’ s 
brother, in 

the 189-pound champion-
ship match at Saturday’s 
Greater Berrien County 
Invitational. Cody, who 
fi nished third at 189 
pounds Saturday, said he 
picked up some ideas 
from watching his broth-
er’s match with Hill.

“I stayed away from 
junk moves,” Cody said. 
“(Wyatt) tried hitting a 
couple headlocks, and 
that didn’t work for him. 
He did successfully hit a 
couple slide-bys, so I 
thought I might try a cou-
ple, and it worked out 
pretty good.”

Niles, ranked No. 3 in 
Division 2, clinched the 
Southwestern Michigan 
Athletic Conference West 
Division title with the vic-
tory.

“That’s three years that 
we have not lost a confer-
ence dual,” Niles coach 
Todd Hesson said. “That’s 
nice. I would’ve never 
thought that we’d get to 
that point, but the kids 
have wrestled well. This 
senior class has wrestled 
well. Our young kids 
wrestled well tonight. 
Overall, it was good.”

Niles opened the match 
by winning a forfeit at 
171, then picked up three 
straight close victories. 
After Thornton’s win, 
Niles’ Ted Jackowiak de-
feated Isaac Weir 3-2 in 
overtime at 215, and the 
Vikings’ Alex Bata beat 
Bryce Robinson 7-1 at 
285.

“I was disappointed,” 
Lakeshore coach Bruce 
Bittenbender said. “I 
thought we had a shot at 
189, 215 and heavyweight. 
They may be one of the 
best teams in the state re-
gardless of class. It was 
tough, but I was disap-
pointed. I knew we had a 
shot at fi ve matches com-
ing in here.”

From there, Niles won 
seven of the remaining 10 
matches by pinfall, in-
cluding three pins in the 
fi nal minute. At 119, Josh 
Dayhuff pinned Tony 
Williams in 5:46, and 
Courtland Lamberton 
picked up a pin over Matt 
Miller in 5:23 at 145. 
Lakeshore’s Corey Hamp-
ton led the 152-pound 
match most of the way 
before he was pinned by 
Niles’ Quinton Smith at 
5:06.

“You can’t have that 
stuff,” Bittenbender said. 

COLLEGE ATHLETICS

HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITIVE CHEER MSU 
sells 
results to 
recruits

EAST LANSING (AP) 
— Recruiting has changed 
a bit for Mark Dantonio 
since he fi rst took over as 
Michigan State’s coach.

“When we came here 
back in 2007, the reality of 
the situation was that we 
were selling 
h o p e s , ” 
D a n t o n i o 
said. “It’s to 
a point now 
where we’re 
selling re-
sults, and 
that’s the big 
difference.”

After winning the Cotton 
Bowl last month and the 
Rose Bowl in 2014, Michi-
gan State announced a 
22-player recruiting class 
Wednesday. It includes LJ 
Scott of Hubbard, Ohio, 
who is considered one of 
the nation’s top running 
back prospects, and the 
Spartans also added a cou-
ple in-state defensive stand-
outs — linebacker Tyriq 
Thompson of Detroit and 
cornerback Tyson Smith of 
Southfi eld.

Defensive end Cassius 
Peat of Chandler, Arizona, 
was a late addition to the 
class, and he refl ects the de-
gree to which Michigan 
State’s brand seems to have 
improved even outside the 
Midwest. Dantonio said 
there weren’t any major sur-
prises toward the end of 
this recruiting season, and 
there was no need for him 
to do any scrambling at the 
end.

“I went for a run this af-
ternoon because I wasn’t 
worried about anything. No 
drama. It was nice,” Danto-
nio said. “Even in the case 
of Cassius Peat, I knew for 
quite a while that this was 
the direction that he was 
going to go, but sometimes 
it’s just for my ears only.”

Michigan State’s class is 
ranked in the top 20 by 
Scout for a second straight 
year, meaning the 2014 and 
2015 recruiting classes may 
be the best of Dantonio’s 

Another top-20 class 
for Spartan football

See SPARTANS, page C2
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■ Harbaugh 
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A shared 
surprise
By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph competitive cheer 
coach Jenna Ruddell has 
been part of the sport since 
it became a Michigan High 
School Athletic Association 
sport in 1994.

Even she hadn’t seen what 
happened Wednesday 
night.

The Bears fi nished in a 
fi rst-place tie with Gull 
Lake for the Division 2 
Southwestern Michigan 
Athletic Conference title.

St. Joseph won Wednes-
day’s SMAC meet with a 
total score of 738.94, beat-
ing out Gull Lake which 
fi nished with a score or 
701.60.

Ruddell said she doesn’t 
know why the Bears didn’t 
win the outright title.

“Never seen that before, 
but there’s a fi rst time for 

everything I guess,” Ruddell 
said. “We won two of three 
meets this year, so I’m not 
sure how it happens but it 
did.”

Lakeshore fi nished third 
in the meet and with a total 
of 661.28 and third in the 
conference in Division 2. 
Mattawan placed fourth 
and Niles fi nished fi fth.

The Bears have won at 
least a share of the confer-
ence title for the third con-
secutive year.

But for Ruddell, the thing 
she takes away from 
Wednesday’s meet is her 
team’s continuous improve-
ment.

The Bears have had tim-
ing issues in round two and 
had a few drops during 
round three in the past few 
meets. They corrected both, 
however, to have one of 
their most complete meets 

Don Campbell / HP staff

The St. Joseph competitive cheer team performs during the 
second round of Wednesday’s Southwestern Michigan Athletic 
Conference meet at St. Joseph High School.

Don Campbell / HP staff

The Lakeshore High School Varsity Cheerleading squad performs during the first round of a SMAC Competitive Cheer League 
Meet Wednesday, February 4, 2015, at St. Joseph High School.

St. Joseph competitive cheer ties 
with Gull Lake for Div. 2 SMAC title

See CHEER, page C2

Third-ranked 
Vikings rout Lancers

Niles

61
Lakeshore

7

THORNTON

See VIKINGS, page C3


