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LOCAL & STATE
Trivia tonight at 
Howard Ice Arena

ST. JOSEPH — The 
John and DeDe Howard 
Ice Arena at 2414 Willa 
Drive in St. Joseph will 
hold trivia night tonight. 
Skaters who correctly an-
swer Valentine-related 
questions will win a prize.

Open skate hours are 
6–10 p.m. and concessions 
are by the Twisted Dawg. 
Admission is $5 and skate 
rental is $3.

Pedestrian dies 
after struck by car

DOWAGIAC — A 
Dowagiac man died Thurs-
day after being hit by a car 
on M-51 at Edwards Street 
in Pokagon Township.

Cass County sheriff’s 
deputies said Joshua Yah-
ne, 22, was walking south 
on M-51 when he was hit 
by a car driven by Jamika 
Morgan, 21, of Elkhart, 
Ind. After Hitting Yahne, 
Morgan’s vehicle ran off  
the road, hit a utility poll 
and rolled over an un-
known number of times, 
police said.

Two young children in 
the vehicle, whose names 
police will not release, were 
released after treatment at 
Lee Memorial Hospital in 
Dowagiac. Morgan was 
also taken to the hospital 
for treatment of her inju-
ries, police said. 

Cass County deputies 
were assisted at the scene 
by Pokagon, Indian Lake 
and Dowagiac fi re depart-
ments, Price Care Ambu-
lance and Southwest Mich-
igan Community 
Ambulance Service.

The crash remains under 
investigation and anyone 
with information is asked 
to call the Cass County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce at 445-
8644.

Enrollment packets 
available

BRIDGMAN — En-
rollment packets for 
Bridgman School Dis-
trict’s 2015-16 kindergar-
ten and progressive 5’s 
program will be available 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 
23-27 at Bridgman Ele-
mentary School, 3891 
Lake St.

An evening enrollment 
also will be from 5-6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 25. 
Information about the 
district’s readiness screen-
ing program in March 
also will be available.

Children need to be 5 
years of  age on or before 
Sept. 1, 2015, to qualify 
for progressive 5’s or kin-
dergarten and must live in 
the Bridgman School Dis-
trict.

A parent or guardian 
should bring the follow-
ing documents when en-
rolling a child: child’s cer-
tifi ed birth certifi cate; 
proof  of  residency (utility 
bill, rent receipt, etc.); 
proof  of  hearing/vision 
screening; current immu-
nization card; and custo-
dy papers, if  applicable.

Parents unable to at-
tend the registration 
should contact the school 
offi ce at 466-0241.

Montessori school to 
have open house

ST JOSEPH — Great 
Lakes Montessori will be 
have an open house from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 21, for those interest-
ed in enrolling their chil-
dren for the 2015- 2016 
school year.

Programs are available 
for Infants, toddlers, young 
preschoolers, preschool, 
kindergarten and elemen-
tary students. The school is 
at 3084 Niles Road in St. 
Joseph, in the Blue Roof 
Church.

Children are introduced 
to areas including math, 
language, science, culture, 
geography, history and 
dramatic play. Enrichment 

classes include Spanish ev-
ery day and music weekly. 

Full- and part-time 
classes are available, and 
enrollment is on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 
For more information, 
contact school director 
Marcie O’Connell at 556-
0354 or marcie@
greatlakesmontessori.com.

Sites sought 
for food program

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education is look-
ing for community part-
ners, sponsors and 
potential site locations to 
participate in the Summer 
Meet Up and Eat Up ini-
tiative and to run summer 
food programs for chil-
dren.

Sponsors receive federal 
payments for the meals 
served to children and for 
administrative costs of 
serving the meals. New 
sponsors will receive free 
training and technical as-
sistance.

The program serves 
meals to children up to age 
18 living in low-income ar-
eas, and can operate in 
schools, public housing 
centers, playgrounds, 
camps, parks and faith-
based facilities.

Sponsors can be public 
school districts or non-
profi t private schools; pub-
lic or private nonprofi t 
residential summer camps; 
local, county or state gov-
ernment agencies; colleges 
or universities; or private 
nonprofi t organizations.

For more information, 
contact the Michigan De-
partment of Education by 
March 1. Program infor-
mation may be obtained 
by calling 517-373-3347; or 
at the website www.michi-
gan.gov/sfsp.

RESA sets Off to 
College open house

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Berrien RESA is having 
an Off to College open 
house for high school stu-
dents with Individual Edu-
cation Plans or 504 Plans 
and their parents or guard-
ians.

The event will be from 
7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
24, at RESA’s Administra-
tive Conference Center, 
711 St. Joseph Ave., Ber-
rien Springs.

The evening will high-
light program objectives, 
describe the application 
process and showcase stu-
dent experiences. To RSVP 
for the session, call 471-
7725 ext. 1140.

Off to College is a free 
program designed by Ber-
rien RESA and area com-
munity colleges and uni-
versities. It requires a 
multi-year commitment 
from the student. During 
students’ sophomore, ju-
nior and senior years, they 
participate in monthly 
seminars at Lake Michigan 
College, where they will 
learn how to prepare them-
selves for college life.

To learn more, visit www.
berrienresa.org.

Suspect surrenders in 
probe of 2 deaths

EASTPOINTE, Mich. 
(AP) — A father concerned 
about the whereabouts of 
his daughter and grand-
daughter entered their De-
troit-area home and found 
them dead with stab 
wounds, police said Friday.

The deaths were not con-
sidered a random attack. 
A man who was living with 
the victims in Eastpointe 
turned himself in to police 
in Dearborn. No charges 
were immediately fi led.

“It’s horrible,” said Mike 
Rakowski, who found the 
bodies Thursday night. 
“We’re all shocked. It’s un-
doubtedly the worst fear ev-
ery parent has for his child.”

The victims were Mo-
nique Rakowski, 29, and 
13-month-old daughter 
Carmon.

IN BRIEF

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

SOUTH HAVEN — Mo-
torists trying to turn onto 
Phoenix Street from Meijer 
and Phoenix Square shop-
ping center parking lots will 
soon get some relief.

Meijer plans to pay for 
signal lights that will be in-
stalled this year by the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation. The instal-
lation date has not been 
set.

“Meijer has been granted 
a permit to install a signal 
at the intersection because 
traffi c volumes are high 
enough, safety and traffi c 
fl ow remains at an accept-
able level with signalization, 
and because of excessive 
delays at both driveways at 
the intersection,” MDOT 
spokesman Nick Schirippa.

The decision to install 
signal lights came after 
MDOT conducted a traffi c 
study on Phoenix Street 
near the new Meijer en-
trance during the summer 
of 2014.

The entrance to Meijer is 
directly across the street 
from the Phoenix Square 
Shopping Center entrance. 
Vehicles attempting to turn 
left from either driveway of-
ten have to wait a long time 

before entering the busy 
roadway.

“There have been two 
crashes since the store 
opened,” Schirippa said. 
“Both involving vehicles 
leaving the Meijer drive and 
heading eastbound on 
Phoenix.”

The new traffi c signal 
lights will be close to the 
traffi c lights at the intersec-
tion of Phoenix and Blue 
Star Highway, however, 
Schirippa said, MDOT will 
work to ensure a smooth 

fl ow for motorists. 
“There likely will be a mi-

nor impact on traffi c fl ow at 
the nearby intersection,” he 
said. “In order to reduce 
this impact, the two signals 
will both be outfi tted with 
GPS clocks in order for the 
signals to ‘stay in step’ and 
provide eastbound and 
westbound progression 
along Phoenix.”

The signals in front of 
Meijer are not the only ones 
that will be installed this 
year by MDOT in South 

Haven.
The department of trans-

portation plans to erect new 
signals at the intersections of 
Phoenix and Broadway 
streets and Aylworth and 
LaGrange streets. Sidewalk 
improvements will be made 
at the two intersections to im-
prove safety of pedestrians.

Representatives from 
MDOT plan to explain the 
project at a public meeting 
at 4 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 
18 at South Haven City 
Hall, 539 Phoenix St.

SH Meijer to buy traffic signal
MDOT will install 
unit to deal with 
Phoenix Street snag

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

Michigan Department of Transportation officials studied the traffic patterns at the South Haven 
Meijer store and have decided to install a traffic light on Phoenix Street at the main store 
entrance.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — Coloma 
Township offi cials are 
concerned that the demo-
lition of Washington 
School, which the district 
plans to sell to the town-
ship for a nominal fee, is 
going to cost a lot more 
than expected.

Township Trustee Bry-
an Duffi eld this week gave 
the Township Board an 
update on the school de-
molition, focused on po-
tential costs to abate as-
bestos in the now-closed 
school.

Duffi eld said with the 
asbestos removal and 
disposal, the demolition 
cost could go as high as 
$250,000. And that 
doesn’t include the costs 
of  professional construc-
tion management servic-
es to oversee the asbestos 
work, estimated at an-
other $20,000 to 
$26,000.

The township wants to 
buy the school property 
only for the recreational 
fi elds there. It is not inter-
ested in the building, offi -
cials said earlier. The dis-
trict would probably give 
the site to the township 
for $1, it was stated earli-
er.

The school closed at the 
end of the 2014-15 school 
year. A voter-approved 
bond issue allowed the 
district to close the school 
and consolidate its cam-
pus.

To get better cost esti-
mates, the board voted 
unanimously to seek a 
pre-demolition asbestos 
assessment. Duffi eld said 
it will probably cost 
$1,500 to $2,000 to per-
form the study, which is 
required by the state be-
fore the demolition of a 
building with asbestos 
can move ahead.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

The 
asbestos 
factor
Coloma Twp. 
rethinks 
demolition project

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

BANGOR — Bangor ap-
pears to be back on track 
for maintaining a balanced 
budget for after missing a 
fall deadline for adjust-
ments, city offi cials say.

But there are still chal-
lenges, interim City 
Manager Regina Hoover 
said. 

She said the updated bud-
get doesn’t refl ect adminis-
trative changes in the De-
partment of Public Works. 
As a result, some line items 
in the DPW budget show 
larger-than-normal expens-
es, she said.

In July, when the City 
Council adopted the bud-
get, the city was operating 
its own DPW department. 
However, after DPW Direc-
tor Steve Lowder retired a 
month later, the council de-
cided to hire contractor PCI 
to manage city infrastruc-
ture and maintenance.

By the end of September, 
line items in the city’s bud-
get should have been ad-
justed to refl ect increased 
revenue and expenditures 
for contracted services.

Instead, council members 
in October tabled budget 
amendment ideas until fur-
ther study.

Then in November they 
suspended then-City Man-
ager Ryan Fellows, in part, 
because they did not think 
he was able to properly 
oversee the city’s budget.

Hoover said that when 
she studied the budget last 
week, she learned the city 
had spent about a quarter 
of its revenue in the fi rst 
quarter, putting it in line for 
ending the year in the 
black.

However, some line items 
in the DPW budget, for ex-
ample, show larger-than-
normal expenditures.

Treasurer Lisa Imus said 
that occurred because the 
council has yet to approve a 
contract with PCI.

“At the beginning of the 
(fi scal) year, we started to 
bill contractual services be-
cause we didn’t think it 

would take very long to get 
the PCI contract approved,” 
Imus said. “But it kept go-
ing on, and I ran out of 
(budgeted money for) con-
tractual services. They (the 
council) didn’t amend it 
(the budget), and I was do-
ing my job and the acting 
city manager’s job.”

As a result, Imus ended 
up paying PCI’s expenses 
from other funds, which 
skewed portions of the bud-
get.

Council members decid-
ed Monday to OK the 
budget for the fi rst quarter 
and have Imus make the 
necessary line item chang-
es to present for approval 
at an upcoming meeting, 
where they will OK sec-
ond-quarter budget 
amendments.

The council is behind in 
examining its budget on a 
quarterly basis and making 
adjustments, as dictated by 
City Charter, but Imus said 
the city’s auditor is aware of 
the problem and has told 
city staff to make adjust-
ments.

The budget year ends 
June 30.

Getting back to business
Bangor tackles 
budget after 
period of turmoil

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benton Harbor police have 
released the name of a 
woman whose body was 
found outside Thursday, 
and said she died of natural 
causes.

Acting Public Safety Di-
rector Dan McGinnis said 
Laurie Ann Pagogna, 50, 
was pronounced dead at the 

scene after police were 
called to 298 W. Empire 
Ave. at about 10:20 a.m. 
Thursday on a report of a 
woman down in the drive-
way.

McGinnis said the wom-
an was found lying face 
down in the ice and snow 
next to a vehicle, and ap-
peared to have been there 
for many hours. There were 
no signs of foul play at the 
scene, McGinnis said. He 
said the woman was outside 
her own house, near her 
own car.

An autopsy was per-

formed Friday morning in 
Grand Rapids by forensic 
pathologist Dr. David Stu-
art and the cause of death 
was ruled to be from an en-
larged heart. At autopsy, 
Pagogna’s heart was found 
to be twice the size of nor-
mal parameters, McGinnis 
said.

Benton Harbor public 
safety offi cers were assisted 
at the scene by St. Joseph 
Township Police and the 
Berrien County Sheriff’s 
Department.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Foul play ruled out in woman’s death
Body found 
in BH driveway

DETROIT (AP) — A 10-
year contract between a 
Detroit-area school district 
and employees was a “reck-
less” attempt to get around 
Michigan’s right-to-work 
law and force teachers to 
keep paying union dues, a 

state labor board said Fri-
day.

In a 2-1 decision, the 
Michigan Employment Re-
lations Commission or-
dered the Taylor district 
and the Taylor Federation 
of Teachers to take no ad-

verse action against em-
ployees who decline to sup-
port the union.

The decade-long side 
contract was signed just 
weeks before Michigan’s 
right-to-work law took ef-
fect in 2013.

Taylor teachers opposed to union win contract challenge
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