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LOCAL & STATE
The saving 
grace of 
the skinflint
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Those who can spend a 
dollar can fi gure how to 
save one, so Lake Michigan 
College is offering a week-
long event series to help 
people make their money 
grow.

Helping students and lo-
cal residents become sound 
money managers is the goal 
of LMC’s participation in 
America Saves, which runs 
Feb. 23-27 at its Benton 
Township, Niles and South 
Haven campuses.

“When do we start learn-
ing rudimentary skills about 
why you save, and how you 
do it? The college years 
seem like a pretty fi tting 
time,” said Clinton Gab-
bard, LMC’s vice president 
of student services. “It 
seemed like the right point 
to say, ‘Let’s see if  we can 
help people with fi nancial 
literacy.’”

Students are the main 
target, but residents are 
urged to take part in the 
events, Gabbard said.

“The theme you’ll be see-
ing on posters and on sign-
up is: ‘Set a goal, make a 
plan, and save automatical-
ly.’ It’s not about the quan-
tity of the goal,” Gabbard 
said. “It’s about (setting) a 
good, measurable goal, and 
how you’re going to create a 
plan so you can follow it 
through good times and 
bad.”

That’s the theme of “Get 
a Craving for Savings,” 
where local bankers will of-
fer various strategies to help 
attendees start saving more 
effectively.

“A banker who’s worked 
with hundreds of people 
can help them get on the 
right path. College seems 
like a good place to do 
that,” Gabbard said.

“Cooking on a Budget” 
and “Dress For Success For 
Less” are designed to stimu-
late equally creative strate-
gies in those areas, too, he 
said.

“We know groceries are 
full of opportunities to 
overspend, and there are 
some nifty ways to reduce 
your weekly costs and still 
eat healthy,” Gabbard said, 
of “Cooking on a Budget.”

The same logic applies in 
“Dress For Success For 
Less,” where three- or four-
person teams will receive 
$25 to assemble profession-

al quality attire – whose 
cost is often perceived as a 
barrier, Gabbard said.

“They need to go ‘thrift-
ing,’ and fi nd a work-appro-
priate or an interview-ap-
propriate outfi t. Now, that 
may sound ridiculous, but 
when you’re starting out, 
using donated clothing can 
be a great way to fi nd your-
self in professional dress at 
an affordable cost,” he said.

America Saves is a cam-
paign offered and overseen 
by the Consumers’ Federa-
tion of America, a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 
helping people build wealth, 
get out of debt, and save 
money, its website states.

Anyone interested can 
sign up at lakemichigancol-
lege.edu/lmcsaves to set sav-
ings goals and receive addi-
tional support through 
newsletters and text mes-
sages from the campaign.

LMC is co-sponsoring 
the event with Berrien 
County’s Michigan State 
University Extension offi ce 
– which also offers money 
management classes at its 
offi ces on 1737 Hillandale 
Road, Benton Township.

Funding for the costs 
came through a federal 
grant, though Gabbard 
didn’t recall which agency 
provided it.

“There are about 60 cam-
paigns going on across the 
country, and Lake Michi-
gan College is one of those. 
It seemed to us that kind of 
seed money would allow us 
to put some of our own 
sweat equity into it (the 
week),” he said.

Whether LMC’s partici-
pation in “America Saves” 
becomes a one-off event or 
annual tradition depends 
on the response.

“If we can get that type 
of seed money again – and 
people fi nd value in the in-
formation that’s being pre-
sented – then we’ll defi nitely 
take a look at it,” Gabbard 
said.

For more information 
about the week’s events, 
contact Nancy Barnes, 
TRO Student Support Ser-
vices, Napier Avenue cam-
pus, 927-6848; Jeremy 
Schaeffer, director, Student 
Services, Bertrand Crossing 
Campus, 695-2988; or De-
nise Thomas, director, Stu-
dent Services, South Haven 
Campus, 637-7526.

For details about Ameri-
ca Saves, visit http://www.
americasaves.org/. For ad-
ditional specifi cs on MSU 
Extension’s money manage-
ment classes, go to: mimon-
eyhealth.org.

LMC offering 
lessons in frugality 

Students and the public are 
urged to attend.

■ Get a Craving for Saving: 
Free lunch, get your financial 
questions answered by local 
banks, and make your savings 
pledge; noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 23, Napier Cam-
pus Hawks’ Nest

■ Cooking on a Budget: Get 
ideas to reduce your grocery 
bill and still make tantalizing 
meals; 5-6 p.m. Monday, Feb 
23; Bertrand Crossing Campus, 
noon to 1 p.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 25, South Haven Campus 
Student Commons; noon to 1 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26, Napier 
Campus Hawks’ Nest

■ Financial Literacy Quiz 
Bowl: Test your knowledge and 
learn from others in fun and 
lively competition. Prizes will 
be awarded to the winning 
teams; noon to 1 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 23, South Haven Campus 
Student Commons; 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24; 

Bertrand Crossing Campus; 
noon to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 25, Napier Campus 
Hawks’ Nest 

■ Dress for Success for Less: 
Teams of students were chal-
lenged to spend only $25 to 
buy professional attire. See the 
outfits they assembled on a 
limited budget and learn tips 
and tricks to dressing for suc-
cess for less; noon to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24, Napier 
Campus Hawks’ Nest; 

noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 25, Bertrand Crossing 
Campus; 5 to 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 26, South Haven Campus 
Student Commons

■ Speed Banking: Spend 
three minutes with each finan-
cial institution, and then take 
the savings pledge; noon to 1 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24, South 
Haven Campus Student Com-
mons; 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 26, Bertrand 
Crossing Campus.

Lake Michigan College’s America Saves events
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Area residents ring in the Chinese New Year Sunday during a celebration at St. Joseph High School sponsored by the 
Bridge to China School and the Whirlpool Asian Community. The event included several musical, theatrical and dance 
performances from both youngsters and adults.

CHINESE NEW YEAR AT SJHS

Senators 
to speak on 
watershed 
funding

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph River watershed is 
getting $6.8 million to help 
improve water quality, and 
three U.S. senators will be 
in St. Joseph this morning 
to talk about it, according 
to a joint press release 
from Sens. Debbie Stabe-
now. D-Mich., Gary Pe-
ters, D-Mich,, and Joe 
Donnelly, D-Ind.

Stabenow, Peters and 
Donnelly will be at Pier 33 
Marina in St. Joseph at 10 
a.m. to discuss the $6.8 
million in funding, which 
comes through the Re-
gional Conservation Part-
nership Program, created 
by the 2014 Farm Bill, ac-
cording to the release.

Support for the St. Jo-
seph River watershed is 
part of more than $40 mil-
lion the partnership is 
spending on projects 
across Michigan and the 
Great Lakes region, the re-
lease said.

Shoreham to rebuild Brown 
School Road this summer
By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

SHOREHAM — Now 
that funding has come 
through, Shoreham village 
residents can look forward 
to seeing their portion of 
Brown School Road get re-
done this summer.

Bids should be let in 
April for the project, esti-
mated to cost about 
$535,000, according to 
John Olson, village repre-
sentative to the Twin Cities 
Area Transportation Study 
Committee (TwinCATS) 
and president of Merritt 
Engineering.

“It should meet our 
schedule for construction,” 
Olson informed village 
council members on 
Wednesday. “Now, we just 
hope for good bids, and we 
should be in good shape.”

Work should proceed 
between June and August 
to avoid disrupting traffi c 
while school is in session, 
Olson said.

Plans call for a recon-
struction of Brown School 

Road from South Lake 
Shore Drive to the railroad 
tracks, plus curb and gut-
ter work along the north 
and south sides, Olson 
said. New sidewalks are 
planned too, but only for 
the south side.

The project is intended 
to match what St. Joseph 
Township did on its side – 
from the railroad tracks on 
Brown School Road to 
Cleveland Avenue – last 
year, Olson said.

Funding will come 
through TwinCATS, which 
originally put the project 
on last year’s construction 
schedule but ran out of 
money, Olson said.

The village, in turn, will 
be required to commit up 
front to the project but is 
supposed to get back about 
$313,000, Olson said.

“You’ll get some (mon-
ey) at the end of this year 
and next year,” he said. 
“That’s all that’s (been) 
promised at this point.”

Village Treasurer Pete 
Plikaitis asked whether the 
recent downturn in gas 

prices will positively affect 
asphalt prices.

“It hasn’t yet,” Olson 
said. “I’ve been expecting 
that, but it’s just the like 
the gas pumps. (Asphalt 
prices) go up much faster 
than they go down.”

In other business, the 
council renewed a two-
year maintenance contract 
with Vern Schoff for 
$9,000, through March 31, 
2017.

Schoff will earn $750 
per month for mainte-
nance work at the village 
hall and park including 
basic housekeeping, mow-
ing and shoveling. His 
contractual rate remains 
the same as before.

Trustee Bob Lawrence 
said Schoff’s responsive-
ness is defi nitely the most 
appealing part of continu-
ing to work with him.

“He’s completely on 
call,” Lawrence said. “If I 
have a need I’ll call him, 
and he’s there right away. 
He’s the reason why our 
park keeps looking so 
nice.”

‘Captive in the Alps’ highlights 
area man’s World War II ordeal

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Curator Robert Myers 
will present “Captive in the 
Alps: A Michigan Airman 
Interned in Switzerland” at 
2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26, at 
the History Center at Court-
house Square, 313 N. Cass 
St.

The program is the sec-
ond in the History Center’s 
new winter program series, 
“Afternoons at Courthouse 
Square.” Admission is free.

During World War II, 
hundreds of Allied airmen 
found themselves unwilling 
guests of Switzerland. Pi-
lots fl ying airplanes badly 
damaged in the skies over 
southern Germany elected 
to steer for the Swiss border 
rather than land in enemy 
territory and become pris-
oners of war. There they 
lived as internees in the 
hands of a neutral govern-
ment.

One of these men was 
Clare Hubbard of Berrien 
Center. He was on his third 
mission as a waist gunner 
on a B-24 Liberator named 
“Our Honey” when antiair-
craft fi re knocked out two 
engines. Pilots Dale Grubb 
and Ed Carnahan got their 

crew over Switzerland be-
fore ordering them to bail 
out. Everyone got out of 
the Liberator before it ex-
ploded in the air. Hubbard 
survived the jump with a 
broken leg and became an 
internee.

Swiss offi cials often dealt 

harshly with Americans 
who had fallen into their 
custody. 

Airmen who attempted 
to escape internment wound 
up in the notorious Wauwil-
ermoos prison camp, where 
they endured conditions far 
worse than the German sta-

lags. Not until 2013, how-
ever, did those prisoners fi -
nally receive authorization 
for the Prisoner of War 
Medal.

For more information 
about the program, call 471-
1202 or email bcha@ber-
rienhistory.org.

BERRIEN SPRINGS

Contributed photo

Clare Hubbard (kneeling at far right) with his crewmates in front of their B-24 Liberator bomber 
during World War II. The Berrien Center native’s story will be featured in a Feb. 26 event at the 
History Center at Courthouse Square in Berrien Springs.
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may sound ridiculous, but 
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using donated clothing can 
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self in professional dress at 
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paign offered and overseen 
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tion of America, a nonprof-
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get out of debt, and save 
money, its website states.

Anyone interested can 
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ings goals and receive addi-
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newsletters and text mes-
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management classes at its 
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paigns going on across the 
country, and Lake Michi-
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seed money would allow us 
to put some of our own 
sweat equity into it (the 
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pation in “America Saves” 
becomes a one-off event or 
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