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Retired U.S 
Army Major 
William 
Houseal 
salutes 
after 
receiv-
ing the 
Honorable 
Order 
of Saint 
Barbara 
Tuesday 
in a cer-
emony 
at Whirl-
pool 
Global 
Head-
quar-
ters in 
Benton 
Town-
ship.
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By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
Brave, honorable, skillful, a good 
leader and a man of integrity were 
some of the words used Tuesday 
to describe retired U.S. Army Ma-
jor William Houseal.

But his son, retired U.S. Army 
Lt. Col. Stephen Houseal, 
summed it up on a personal note 
after a ceremony inducting his fa-
ther into the Honorable Order of 
Saint Barbara, a rare distinction.

“None of us could have been 
more fortunate to have him as a 
father,” Stephen Houseal said of 
himself and his siblings. “He was 
an example we all aspired to be 
just like but probably never will.”

It was Stephen who started the 
ball rolling to get his father nomi-
nated and ultimately inducted into 
the Order of Saint Barbara. The 
recommendation went through 
the ranks and culminated in Brig-
adier Gen. Michael Stone award-
ing the medal to William Houseal 
at a ceremony Tuesday at Whirl-
pool Corp.’s world headquarters 
building in Benton Township.

Houseal retired from Whirlpool 
in 1986 before joining a law fi rm 
for the rest of his legal career. He 
has served on many community 
boards and committees and has 

been an active volunteer for 
many agencies.

The Order of Saint Barbara 
is a military honor society for 
both the U.S. Army and U.S. 
Marine Corps Artillery. The 
award is named for St. Bar-
bara, the patron saint of ar-
tillerymen. The daughter of 
a wealthy heathen, she was 
tortured and executed after 
her father discovered she 
had converted to Christiani-
ty. Legend has it that right 
after executing her, he was 
struck down by lightning in 
divine retribution.

The Order of Saint Barbara 
medal is awarded through the 
U.S. Field Artillery Associa-
tion and the Air Defense Ar-
tillery Association. About 100 
of his former co-workers, ser-
vice men and women, family 
and friends gathered for the 
awarding of the medal to Hou-
seal by Stone.

The Whirlpool Veterans As-
sociation sponsored the induc-
tion ceremony.

Retired Brigadier Gen. Mi-
chael Nevin provided an over-
view of Houseal’s life and mili-
tary service before the medal 
was bestowed. Stephen Houseal 

The race 
to save 
an icon

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

SOUTH HAVEN — South 
Haven’s century-old lighthouse 
lures many photographers, 
whether it’s warm or freezing 
cold. 

Local photographers like 
Sheryl Kaptur and Kelly We-
ber enjoy taking pictures of 
the beacon throughout the 
year, especially now that the 
lighthouse has a fresh coat of 
red paint.

“I love trying to capture the 
endless colors surrounding it, 
the lighting from sunrises or 
sunsets, textures from ice or 
weather events like lightning, 
rolling clouds or lake effects,” 
said Weber, a Geneva Town-
ship resident.

But the paint hides what’s 
going on inside the 30-foot-tall 
structure.

Corrosion threatens to de-
stroy the beacon’s base, seams, 
windows and stairs. Lead paint 
peels along the second-story 
fl oor and walls, while asbestos 
poses an environmental health 
threat.

Ed Appleyard and other vol-
unteers from the Historical 
Association of South Haven 
spent last summer painting the 
exterior, monitoring it against 
the ongoing threat of graffi ti, 
but said they know it’s just a 
Band-Aid approach to pre-
serve what is arguably South 
Haven’s most popular attrac-
tion.

Artillery man of distinction

MIDDLE: U.S. Army veteran Woody Snell, left, 
of Battle Creek, congratulates Houseal after he received the medal 
Tuesday. Two Army generals were on hand.
ABOVE: Family and friends gather during an induction ceremony for 
Houseal, a St. Joseph resident and retired Whirlpool lawyer.

SJ man inducted into exclusive military order

Saving Britain
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — The former Cal-
vin Britain School in Benton Harbor is a 
classic example of  mid-century architec-
ture and should be preserved, said Ann Ar-
bor developer Sam Thomas.

That’s why he wants to turn the building 
into an affordable housing complex.

“It’s quite a beautiful building, and it’s a 
solid building,” he said when contacted by 
phone Monday. “I’d like to preserve it. It’s 
part of  history.”

The Benton Harbor Planning Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m. 
March 3 at City Hall to consider rezoning 
the school and surrounding parcels for 
multi-family residential. It is zoned for a 
school and for single-family residential, he 
said.

Thomas fi rst talked to the Planning Com-
mission about his proposal in August 2014. 

Since then, he said city offi cials asked him 
to scale back the project and to do it in 
steps.

“The city thought it was too ambitious,” 
he said. “I like to work very closely with 
the city.”

His original proposal included the school 
and 40-50 acres surrounding the school. He 
said he would have built more than 200 
apartments at a cost of  about $30 million if  
that proposal was approved.

He said the scaled-back proposal in-
cludes only the school and the parking lot, 
where almost 50 apartments can be built at 
a cost of  about $10 million.

Thomas has already restored and turned 
into apartments the former Sterne Brunson 
School. He said he still gets stopped in the 
street by people thanking him for saving 
the Sterne Brunson building.

“They say, ‘My mom went to that school,’ 
or ‘My grandma went to that school,’” he 
said.

The parcels he is requesting rezoning for 
are 209 Britain Ave. and four surrounding 
addresses on Pavone Street.

Written or verbal comments can be pre-
sented at the March 3 public hearing. 

Don Campbell / H-P staff

Calvin Britain Elementary School in Benton Har-
bor is pictured in 2011 on the last day for stu-
dents at the school.

See HOUSEAL, page A8

Hearing slated for developer’s 
vision for former school

See SCHOOL, page A8

Mich. governor 
puts renewed 
emphasis on 
blue-collar jobs
By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

WATERTOWN TOWN-
SHIP — Only a few short years 
ago, Michigan leaders talked 
excitedly about diversifying the 
state’s economy beyond the 
auto industry, envisioning a 
Silicon Valley-style workforce 
that would be less dependent 
on manufacturing and more in-
vested in technology and green 
energy.

It’s the same dream shared 
by virtually every other gover-
nor whose state once relied on 
factory jobs. But it has collided 
with a stark reality: Car pro-
duction is booming, Michigan’s 
skilled tradesmen are getting 
older and there aren’t enough 
qualifi ed people to replace 
them in a labor pool that has 
started to shift away from in-
dustrial jobs.

So in a change of course, the 
state is going back to its roots 
and putting renewed emphasis 
on training welders, 
machinists, electricians 
and other blue-collar 

See JOBS, page A8

Fundraising push on to 
protect SH lighthouse

See LIGHTHOUSE, page A8
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That’s why the historical  
association, which owns the light-
house, is embarking on a year-long 
campaign to raise money to restore 
the historic light and educate the pub-
lic about the need to do so.

The first event will take place this 
month. 

The program, “Our Lighthouse ... 
Our Heritage: The Need for Preserv-
ing South Haven’s Most Notable 
Landmark,” will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at the Historical 
Association museum, 355 Hubbard 
St. 

The program will open with a meet 
and greet, featuring hors d’oeuvres 
and wine. A video presentation, cre-
ated by retired radio broadcaster 
Dick Brunvand, will then follow 
along with a presentation about fund-
raising efforts.

Other events in the campaign in-
clude a fundraising kick-off celebra-
tion dinner May 7 at the South Haven 
Yacht Club; publication of a book 
featuring locally produced art, short 
stories and poems about the light-
house; historical programs about fe-
male lighthouse keepers and haunted 
lighthouses in Michigan; and a 
“Lighthouse Sit” Aug. 7, in celebra-
tion of National Lighthouse Day. 

During the sit, state and communi-
ty leaders will be invited to take turns 
sitting on the lighthouse’s second-
story balcony to raise money for the 
lighthouse preservation campaign.

Money will be raised through the 
sale of personalized brick pavers, 
which will be placed along South 
Beach next to a monument that will 
contain the names of major donors. 
The pavers, which will come in three 
different sizes, will range in price from 
$100-$500. The monument will high-
light the the names of contributors 
that donate higher amounts in fund-
ing. All donations are tax-deductible.

“The lighthouse is definitely an at-
traction for tourists and local resi-
dents,” said Jim Ollgaard, president 
of the historical association. “What 
would the pier look like if  the light-
house wasn’t there? There’d just be a 
white signal light like you see on the 
North Pier. There wouldn’t be the 
catwalk either.”

The historical association assumed 
ownership of the lighthouse in 2012 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. The Corps built the structure 
to help ships navigate to the harbor. 
The need for lighthouse keepers and 
lighthouses have greatly diminished 
due to advances in navigational tech-
nology.

As a result, the Corps began turn-
ing ownership of lighthouses along 
the Great Lakes to municipalities or 
historical groups. The city of St. Jo-
seph assumed that city’s lighthouses, 
and an effort is underway to raise $2 
million for preservation.

Historical Association of South 
Haven members took notice when 
they heard the Corps would no lon-
ger maintain the local lighthouse, 

“If nobody had stepped forward, 
they (the Corps) would have removed 
it and put up a signal light,” Apple-
yard said.

But, South Haven’s beacon, like 
many others along the Great Lakes, is 
old and in need of expensive repairs 
if  it is to remain for another 100 
years.

It will cost $300,000 to preserve 
South Haven’s lighthouse, according 
to standards set forth by the National 
Parks Service, which oversees the 
preservation of lighthouses through-
out the United States.

“It’s not an option,” Appleyard 
said, regarding whether the historical 
association could try to do it less ex-
pensively. “That (preservation stan-
dards) comes from the Feds by way 
of the National Parks Service and the 
General Services Administration.”

Why would it cost so much to pre-
serve a circular, cast iron structure, 

though?
“It’s a combination of things,” Ap-

pleyard said. “Some of the materials 
in the lighthouse – lead paint and as-
bestos – will have to be removed. The 
environment the contractors work in 
will have to encapsulated around the 
lighthouse. The company that is hired 
will have to build a containment that 
will protect the structure from the ele-
ments while they’re working on it.”

Two years ago, when the historical 
association gained ownership, it un-
dertook a fundraising campaign that 
garnered $55,000. 

However, the association wants to 
step up its efforts. It has formed a 
separate lighthouse committee to un-
dertake the task. In December the 
committee was awarded a $1,600 
grant from the South Haven Commu-
nity Foundation for promotional ma-
terial.

“The longer we wait, the worse the 
structure will get,” Ollgaard said.

The committee, with help from the 
city of South Haven and Abon-
marche, has applied for a $65,000 Na-
tional Maritime Heritage Education 
and Preservation grant and intends to 
apply for other grants, but many oth-
er lighthouse preservation groups 
across the country are applying for 
the same dollars.

To donate to the lighthouse preser-
vation campaign, or to learn more 
information, visit www.south 
havenlight.org.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .20º
Record High . . . . . . 53º in 1994
Record Low . . . . . . .-8º in 1979
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 4.97"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.02"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 6.48"
Normal year to date . . . . . 3.34"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:36 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:22 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:07 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:23 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with an 80% chance of snow, 
high temperature of 12º, humidity 
of 61%. West wind 15 to 25 
mph. New snow accumulation 
of 1 to 3 inches possible. Expect 
cloudy skies tonight with a 70% 
chance of snow.

Today, northwest winds to 35 kt gales. Heavy freezing spray. 
Snow showers. Waves building to 8 to 12 ft occasionally to 15 ft in 
the afternoon. Water temperature 32 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Snow Likely
6º / -4º
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Partly Cloudy
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Snow Possible
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Partly Cloudy
23º / 7º
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Snow Likely
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated snow, 
highs near zero. Northwest wind 15 to 20 mph. Thursday we will 
see partly cloudy skies with highs near zero.

Today we will see cloudy skies with scattered snow, highs in the 
teens. Light winds. Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy Thursday 
with scattered snow, highs near zero. 

?

Answer: Liquid mercury freezes at 
that point. 

New
2/18

First
2/25

Full
3/5

Last
3/13

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 64
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Feb. 18, 2015
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1990

The Ryan brothers, Mike and 
Packy, were among 10 former 
coaches and athletes inducted 
into the St. Joseph Hall of Fame 
during the half time of Friday 
night’s home basketball game. 
Other selections were Michelle 
Priefer-Smith, Paul Weber, Ed 
Zick, Tony Zitta, Red Schadler, 
Dr. James Macholtz, Herb Keb-
schull and Nate Duncan.

Three car dealerships have con-
solidated under one roof under 
the name Tim Tyler Village in 
Niles. The three are Village Chev-
rolet, Village Oldsmobile-Cadil-
lac and Tim Tyler Jeep-Eagle.

35 years ago – 1980
The clearing of a nearly two-

block area in St. Joseph for rede-

velopment into a campus-style 
office district is nearly complete, 
according to Ronald Momany, 
director of community develop-
ment. The area to be redeveloped 
is bounded by Main, Pleasant, 
Church and Broad streets. The 
plan calls for a 200-car public 
parking lot along Court Street to 
serve the office buildings. Court 
Street is to be vacated between 
Pleasant and Broad streets.

50 years ago – 1965
The Benton Township YMCA 

last night announced that its 
membership has increased 33 
percent in the past year. Richard 
Dittman, executive director of 
the Benton YMCA indicated that 
branch “Y” enrollment rose from 
733 persons a year ago to 979 at 
present, an increase of 246.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Ash Wednesday, Feb. 
18, the 49th day of 2015. There 
are 316 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Feb. 18, 1885, Mark Twain’s 

“Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn” was published in the U.S. 
for the first time (after already be-
ing published in Britain and Can-
ada).

On this date:
In 1546, Martin Luther, leader 

of the Protestant Reformation in 
Germany, died in Eisleben.

In 1564, artist Michelangelo 
Buonarroti died in Rome, just 
weeks before his 89th birthday.

In 1861, Jefferson Davis was 
sworn in as provisional president 
of the Confederate States of 
America in Montgomery, Ala-

bama.
In 1913, Mexican President 

Francisco I. Madero and Vice 
President Jose Maria Pino Suarez 
were arrested during a military 
coup (both were shot to death on 
Feb. 22).

In 1930, photographic evidence 
of Pluto (now designated a “dwarf 
planet”) was discovered by Clyde 
W. Tombaugh at Lowell Observa-
tory in Flagstaff, Arizona.

In 1943, Madame Chiang Kai-
shek, the wife of the Chinese 
leader, addressed members of the 
Senate and then the House, be-
coming the first Chinese national 
to address both houses of the 
U.S. Congress.

In 1953, “Bwana Devil,” the 
movie that heralded the 3D fad 
of the 1950s, had its New York 
opening.

sat at his 89-year-old father’s 
side, helping him raise his 
right hand to take the oath 
of the order given by Lt. 
Col. Scott Meyers, com-
mander of the 1st Battalion, 
119th Field Artillery. 

Houseal’s wife, Helen, 
looked on as did seven of 
the couple’s nine children. 
One sibling was unable to be 
there and another, the cou-
ple’s oldest son, Matthew, 
has died.

Matthew was one of five 
Houseal siblings who fol-

lowed their father’s foot-
steps into military service. 
Matthew was a Naval avia-
tor. After retiring he settled 
in Texas where he estab-
lished a career as a doctor. 
Certified in emergency med-
icine, trauma surgery and 
psychiatry and concerned 
with rising stress casualties, 
he volunteered to reactivate 
and deploy to help fellow 
servicemen and women. He 
was killed in Baghdad, Iraq, 
in May 2009.

The couple’s other chil-
dren are Timothy, Stephen, 
Anne, Joseph, Elizabeth, 
David, John and Maria. 
Anne, David, Stephen, and 

John all entered military 
service. Anne retired as a 
colonel after 26 years of ac-
tive duty with the Air 
Force. 

Before reading a brief his-
tory of William Houseal’s 
accomplishments, Brigadier 
Gen. Nevin said, “I’m not a 
member of the Houseal 
family, but I’ve always want-
ed to be.”

Houseal was born in 1925 
near Goose Creek in Wash-
ington County, Iowa. He 
was drafted into the Army 
in 1943 upon high school 
graduation. He was trained 
as a field artilleryman and 
assigned to the 1st Battal-

ion, 884th Field Artillery, 
which fired in support of 
the 276th Infantry Regi-
ment. They were all part of 
the 70th Infantry Division, 
the “Trailblazers,” and 
fought in the Vosges Moun-
tains Campaign and the 
Saarland Campaign.

Nevin read some stories 
of combat, concluding with 
“William Houseal came 
home in 1946.” Because of 
his combat record, he re-
ceived a direct commission 
in the Army Reserve and 
was an ROTC instructor. 
He was recalled to active 
duty for the Korean War, 
and was deployed to West 

Germany where he com-
manded a battery in the 
330th Field Artillery, as-
signed to the 3rd Infantry 
Division. 

After returning from Ko-
rean War duty, now-Capt. 
Houseal continued to serve 
in the Army Reserve until 
the mid-1960s, rising to the 
rank of major and battalion 
command. He had also 
completed his law degree at 
the University of Iowa.

While sitting in the law 
school library, he had asked 
a girl named Helen, “Do 
you spell travelling with one 
“l” or two?”  She answered, 
“Both are correct. One is 

preferred.” Later they went 
for a hamburger and on 
Nov. 7, 1953, they were mar-
ried.

They moved to Washing-
ton, D.C., then back to 
Iowa, and in 1957 they 
moved to Benton Harbor 
and William took a job as 
patent attorney for Whirl-
pool Corp. He retired from 
Whirlpool in 1986 as assis-
tant secretary and officer of 
Whirlpool. 

In 1961 the couple built a 
house in St. Joseph, where 
they raised their nine chil-
dren and still live.

Contact: jswidwa@thehp.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa
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People who want to com-
ment by mail should send 
their comments to: Ben-

ton Harbor Planning 
Commission, 200 E. Wall 
St., Benton Harbor, MI 
49022.

The Benton Harbor 
school board approved 
selling Calvin Britain 

School to Thomas in 
March 2014 for $100,000, 
contingent on him receiv-
ing the required permits.

Thomas has the option 
to buy the former Fair 
Plain Northeast Elemen-

tary School for $100,000. 
That school is in Benton 
Township.

He said he may develop 
that school as housing for 
veterans.

His other city projects 

include the redevelopment 
of  the Brunson Hill area 
and the Hope VI project, 
which includes rebuilding 
the Whitfield I housing 
development.

“This is a very impor-

tant project to me,” he 
said. “I want to save the 
school and provide afford-
able housing in Benton 
Harbor.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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workers.
Gov. Rick Snyder says 

the pendulum has swung 
too far toward encourag-
ing students to get a four-
year degree when they 
should also consider an ap-
prenticeship or a commu-
nity college program.

“Big mistake,” he said. 
“We’re paying a price for 
that today. If you talk to 
companies around the 
country, they will tell you 
their greatest concern is 
making sure they get tal-
ented people with the right 
skill sets,” including people 
who “can make things, can 
build things.”

The Republican gover-
nor wants to re-establish 
vocational and technical 
schooling as an “equally 
honorable, equally impor-
tant and equally well-com-
pensated” career track.

To that end, his new bud-
get proposes a $36 million, 
or 75 percent, increase in 
spending on trades train-
ing, technical education 
and career planning.

He’s promoting an ap-
prenticeship program in 
which companies pay 
workers and cover their tu-
ition at community colleges 
in fields such as mecha-
tronics, which combines 
skills in mechanical, elec-
trical and computer disci-
plines. Other initiatives in-
clude a new $50 million 
state fund – the country’s 
largest – to help the colleg-
es buy new equipment and 
the proposed doubling of a 
$10 million fund that par-

tially covers businesses’ 
training costs in the class-
room or on the shop floor.

Snyder also recently re-
organized state govern-
ment to take a more unified 
approach to worker train-
ing and talent develop-
ment.

Michigan lost nearly 
860,000 jobs from 2000 to 
2009, more than half of 
them in manufacturing. 
But since the end of the 
Great Recession, more 
than a third of those posi-
tions have been restored.

On the outskirts of Lan-
sing, business has rebound-
ed at Franchino Mold & 
Engineering, which now 
has 80 employees – nearly 
double the number from 
five years ago. Most of 
them are machinists and 
mold makers who build 
custom products for the 
automotive and other in-
dustries.

It’s “very, very difficult” 
to find skilled workers to 
replace those that will be 
retiring soon, said Brad 
Rusthoven, the company’s 
human resources manager. 
Other employees have left 
for out-of-state jobs, or 
they’re working at other 
plants, he said.

Franchino has used 
$50,000 over two years 
from the state’s skilled 
trades training fund to pay 
for classes and even wages.

Chris Cook, 25, will 
make about $20 an hour 
after finishing a four-year 
apprenticeship at Franchi-
no while also earning two 
associate’s degrees at Lan-
sing Community College. 
He expects to graduate 
with no debt.

JOBS
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Snow and ice engulf the South Haven 
Lighthouse in January
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